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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

An abusive act is something that is prohibited in the society. Nothing will 

justify the right to do the abusive act toward someone else, or something. The 

abusive act may occur in every element in society, such as families, friendship, 

and especially in a relationship. In this case, an abusive relationship is defined as a 

pattern of physical, psychological/emotion, sexual, and/or financially abused 

perpetrated by an intimate partner (Mechanic, Weaver, and Resick 2008). 

Furthermore, according to Walker (1979) the violence which is occurred in the 

abusive relationship shares a similar pattern. The Walker’s cycle Theory of 

Violence has three distinct phases associated with a recurring battering cycle: (1) 

tension-building accompanied with a rising sense of danger, (2) the acute 

battering incident, and (3) loving-contrition (Walker 1979). Walker also added 

that the cycle usually begins after a courtship of period that is often described as 

having a lot of interest from the batterer in the woman’s life and usually filled 

with loving behavior. By the time that abusive occurs in their relationship, the 

women usually have committed to the men and do not have a desire to end-up 

their relationship. In this condition, the battered woman syndrome has occurred. 
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Moreover, battered woman syndrome was developed by several scholars 

and practitioners in the late 1970s as a defense for women who killed their 

batterers and was diagnosed as Post Traumatic Stress Disorders (PTSD) (Crocker 

1985). Walker, as the expert of the subject, defines battered women syndrome as a 

pattern of the signs and symptoms that have been found to occur after a woman 

has been physically, sexually, and psychologically abused in an intimate 

relationship when the partner (usually, but not always man) exerted power and 

control over the woman to coerce her into doing whatever the man wanted 

without regard for her rights or feelings (Walker 1979). In this circumstance, men 

are also abused by women however, the psychological impact on the men does not 

appear to be consistent with trauma in most cases. In other words, the victim of 

the abusive relationship is usually on the women’s side. 

However, even there is no significant impact of the abusive relationship 

towards the men, the statistics show that the number of men who become the 

victim of the abusive relationship is quite high. From 2016 to 2017, Mankind 

Initiative (2018) collects several kinds of research in Britain and they record that 

there are 450,000 men and 862 million women who had experienced non-sexual 

partner abuse. Furthermore, Mankind Initiative (2018) also added that 29% of 

men and 23% of women suffer severe bruising or bleeding and internal injuries or 

broken bones/teeth. Besides, 13 men die at the hands of their partner or ex-partner 

compared to 82 women in the abusive relationship (ManKind Initiative 2018). In 

other words, both men and women can become the victim of the abusive 

relationship. Even the frequency of the abusive relationship decreases every year, 
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the possibility of the unreported abusive case also can be ignored (ManKind 

Initiative 2018). Moreover, the number of women who become the victims in the 

abusive relationship is indeed higher than men, however,the men who become the 

victim of the abusive relationship can not be ignored. In this case, the study aims 

to analyze the representation of the abusive relationship and battered women 

syndrome in two music videos: Solo by Clean Bandit ft. Demi Lovato and Without 

Me by Halsey. 

The first research object used in this study is a music video clip by Clean 

Bandit (Feat. Demi Lovato) – Solo. Clean Bandit is an English electronic music 

band, formed in Cambridge in 2008. The band consists of members Grace Chatto, 

brothers Jack and Luke Patterson, and featuring guest vocalists which is Demi 

Lovato. “Solo” was written by Grace Chatto and Demi Lovato and officially came 

out on May 18th, 2018. The track features American singer/songwriter Demi 

Lovato on vocals. The song is centered on being single after the collapse of a 

romantic relationship and trying to have a positive view of you and be confident 

and feel valuable despite a broken heart caused by separation after getting an 

abusive relationship. It starts with a negligent boyfriend who is acting violently 

towards Grace Chatto, who plays his girlfriend in the video. The man repeatedly 

debated and shouted to the woman. Until the emotion peaked with the man 

throwing the flower vase onto the wall until it broke as a form of emotion and 

made women cry. The man also pulled the woman's body when arguing as one 

form of physical violence that occurred. The relationship can be said as a toxic 

relationship and the woman feels tired with her relationship. As revenge, they 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electronic_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grace_Chatto
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make poisons that can turn the man into a dog. After that, the poison is finished, 

and then the woman uses the poison in the food that will be given to the man and 

changes the man into a dog who is obedient to her. 

The second object in this study used Halsey's music video - Without Me. 

"Without Me" is a song recorded by American singer Halsey. The hit single 

“Without Me” was released in October of 2018 and is about her relationship with 

G-Eazy. The song “Without Me” was released in October of 2018 and quickly 

rose to the top as it resonated with fans across the globe stuck in similar situations. 

This song dives into the personal feelings of Halsey after being a very public 

relationship, and this music video clip describes a relationship that is toxic and has 

an abusive relationship. In the "Without Me" music video clip, a relationship that 

was originally fine as described, but later several conflicts arose resulting in an 

intense debate by the male and female partners. The man starts acting harshly on 

his partner like shouting in front of her face, and physical violence is like pushing. 

But Halsey not only stayed silent because of the behavior and gave back action as 

a form of revenge. So the researchers used these 2 objects because there were 

elements of women's representation in the face of abusive relationships they 

experienced and the actions they took as revenge for the abusive relationship. 

 Moreover, to assist the writer to conduct the analysis, the writer collects 

several related studies that more or less discussion the similar object. In 

explaining the related studies, the writer will explain briefly and take four points 

from the study: the purpose of the study, the methodology, the findings, and the 
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differences with the recent study.The first study is entitled as Domestic Violence 

in Mass Media: An Analysis of Messages, Images, and Meanings in Motion 

Pictures written by Renee Delcambre in 2016. Delcambre aims to analyze the 

choices made in how domestic abuse/violence is framed within four popular 

motion pictures and the subsequent messages and meanings communicated. The 

study, which had been completed using qualitative research and rhetorical 

criticism found that two common depictions of fictional victims which are 

described as young, beautiful, naïve, and fully responsible for ending the abuse. 

On the other hand, fictional abusers are depicted as young handsome, wealthy 

and/or in a position of authority, with each being provided a pathological reason 

for their behavior. Moreover, the differences between Delcambre’s study and the 

writer are in the object of the study. The writer aims to analyze how the abusive 

relationship is being portrayed in the music videos meanwhile Delcambre’s using 

a film. Besides, the study also supports the writer to conduct and determine which 

act that can be considered as an abusive act. 

 The second study is conducted by Kohlman et al with the title 

Contribution of Media to the Normalization and Perpetuation of Domestic 

Violence (2014). The study aims to discuss the mechanisms through which 

domestic violence is normalized and desensitized in the public’s eye. The study is 

conducted through a case study by collecting several related articles and news 

reports in the media. The study found that the media tend to address domestic 

violence by portraying sexism, devaluation of women, and violence against 

women. The study also found that the normalization of domestic violence is 
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normalized through the comedic portrayal via news outlets, magazines, 

advertisements, and television shows. The differences between Kohlman’s study 

and the writer also occurs in the object of the study. Kohlman tries to analyze the 

common representation of domestic violence in several media meanwhile the 

writer’s study is more specific which is conducted in the music videos. 

 The writer found that the study which is conducted to analyze the 

representation of the abusive relationship in a music video is rarely to be found. In 

this case, the appearance of the abusive relationship which is portrayed in the 

music videos, leads the writer to analyze the meanings and the intention behind 

the representation of the abusive relationship in the music videos.  

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Based on the background described above, the formulations of the 

problem in this study are: 

1. How is battered woman syndrome depicted in Solo and Without Me music 

video? 

1.3 Objective of the Study 

The purpose of this research is to show how the depiction of the battered 

women syndrome in dealing with an abusive relationship which is represented in 

Solo and Without Me music video. 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The benefits obtained from this study are: 
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1. For readers 

For knowing the phenomenon of Battered Woman Syndrome is described 

by two music video clips in depicting dealing women with abusive relationships 

and which are carried out as a backlash against the abusive relationship. 

2. For main issues area 

To find out the representation of women in abusive relationships and 

actions taken as a form of revenge against the toxic relationship. 

3. For the English department 

It can be as one of the results of research objects that will prove the 

existence of representation of women in abusive relationships and actions taken as 

a form of revenge against the toxic relationship shown in 2 music video clips. 

1.5 Definition of Key Terms 

Abusive Relationship  : A pattern of physical, psychological/emotion, 

sexual, and/or financial abused perpetrated by 

an intimate partner (Mechanic, Weaver, and 

Resick 2008) 

Battered Woman Syndrome : A pattern of the signs and symptoms that have 

been found to occur after a woman has been 

physically, sexually, and psychologically 

abused in an intimate relationship when the 
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partner (usually, but not always man) exerted 

power and control over the woman to coerce 

her into doing whatever the man wanted 

without regard for her rights or feelings 

(Walker 1979) 

Cycle of Violence : The three-phase of violence which is occurred 

in the abusive relationship (Walker 1979) 

Domestic Violence : The use of fear, guilt, and intimidation to 

dominate the other partner (Smith and Segal 

2019) 

Post-Traumatic Stress 

Disorder 

: A psychiatric disorder that results from the 

experience or witnessing of traumatic or life-

threatening events (Irribarren et al 2005) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 




