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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1. Background of the Study 

Colonialism is something that cannot be separated from human history or 

human life. It has happened since many years ago and has given influence to the 

way people live nowadays. According to Ashcroft, Griffiths, and Tiffin in The 

Empire Writes Back: Theory and Practice in Post-Colonial Literatures, ―more 

than three-quarters of the people living in the world today have had their lives 

shaped by the experience of colonialism‖ (1). Edward Said in his book Culture 

and Imperialism defines the word ‗colonialism‘ as the consequence of 

imperialism. Said explains that the term ‗imperialism‘ refers to ―the practice, the 

theory, and the attitudes of a dominating metropolitan centre ruling a distant 

territory‖ while the term ‗colonialism‘ refers to ―the implanting of settlements on 

distant territory‖ (9). From Said‘s explanation, it can be concluded that 

‗imperialism‘ is more like the factor that influence ‗colonialism‘ to happen.  

The history of colonialism itself was marked by the European domination 

in the late 15th century. At that time, European countries such as Spain, France, 

and Britain spread to the world to search for ‗new land‘ and settled in the ‗new 

land‘ they found. Britain was the largest imperial power at that time by ruling 

―one quarter of the earth surface, including India, Australia, New Zealand, Canada, 

Ireland, and significant holdings in Africa, the West Indies, South America, the 

Middle East, and Southeast Asia‖ (Tyson 418). However, if Europe has Britain as 

ADLN - Perpustakaan Universitas Airlangga

SKRIPSI DEPENDENCY ON AMERICA: KEOKO’S IDENTITY AS A KOREAN... SARI, PUTRI PUSPITA



2 
 

the largest imperial power, Asia has Japan which has colonized many territories in 

Asia. One of those territories is Korea. 

The period of Japanese colonization in Korea is divided into three periods: 

the Military Period (1910–1919), the Cultural Policy Period (1919–1931), and 

also the Assimilation Period (1931–1945) (Peterson and Margulies 141). The 

Military period is the first period of Japanese colonization in Korea when the 

Japanese declare Korea as their ‗protectorate‘. The Japanese brought their soldiers 

to Korea to overcome the resistance movement by killing, arresting, and forcing 

the resistance fighters out of Korea (Peterson and Margulies 143). The Cultural 

Policy Period is the period of development and prosperity in Korea as the result of 

the growing of Japan‘s economy. At that time, ―much of the Korean populace 

accepted, to some degree, Japan‘s concepts of an ―Asian Greater Co-prosperity 

Sphere‖ and ―Asia for the Asians‖‖ (Peterson and Margulies 141).  

In Assimilation Period, ―colonial authorities pursued a policy of forced 

assimilation under the banner of Naisen Ittai (Interior [Japan] and Korea as one 

body)‖ (Em 3). In this period, Japanese forced Korean to adapt to Japanese culture 

in order to make Korea become a part of Japanese empire. Caprio argues that the 

Japanese believe ―their assimilation policy would eradicate differences between 

colonizer and colonized. Japanese and Koreans, they predicted, would one day 

unite as a single body‖ (198).  

A novel entitled When My Name Was Keoko portrays the situation of 

Japanese colonization in Korea, precisely at Assimilation Period.  The setting of 

this novel takes place in Korea from 1940 until 1945. It is narrated in this novel 
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that Korean people suffer under Japanese colonization, not only because the 

Japanese take over the authority of their country, but also because the Japanese try 

to take their identity as Korean and replace it with Japanese identity (assimilation 

policy). It also portrays Korean people‘s resistance toward Japanese colonization. 

The resistance is reflected through Keoko and her brother (Nubuo)‘s point of view 

as the narrators in this novel. Through their point of view, the reader can see their 

reaction toward the Japanese which is influenced by their experience of living 

under Japanese colonization. Every day, they experience how the Japanese make 

them and all people around them suffer because of the colonization. 

The colonization that is portrayed in this novel is unique. It portrays the 

colonization that happen by an Eastern country (Japan) toward another Eastern 

country (Korea) in which the people, the Japanese and the Korean, are from the 

same race. This kind of colonization is rarely happen. It can be seen from many 

discussions about colonization which the colonizer usually refers to Western 

country. However, the fact that this novel contains of the phenomenon of the 

colonization that is done by Eastern country toward another Eastern country does 

not mean that this novel merely tells about those two Eastern countries, Japan and 

Korea. There is also a significant role for Western country in this novel. That role 

belongs to America.  

One of the characters in this novel, Keoko, hopes that America can win 

over Japan in the war (World War 2). It is because Keoko thinks that if the 

Japanese lose the war, the Japanese will also lose their power, especially to rule 

Korea. If they no longer have power to rule Korea, then they will leave Korea and 
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Korea will be independent. Knowing this fact, the writer start to question why 

Keoko seems to depend on America‘s victory over Japan to make Korea free from 

Japanese colonization instead of hope that Korean people can free themselves 

from Japanese colonization with their own effort. This is one of the reasons why 

the writer wants to do this study.  

Keoko‘s hope for the victory of America so that Korea can be free from 

Japanese colonization can be considered as a form of Keoko‘s dependency on 

America. It is because ‗dependency‘ itself is the condition caused by ―the need for 

something to depend on‖ (Mason 11). The writer considers Keoko as the one who 

has the need to depend on ‗something‘ that can defeat Japan, so that Korea can be 

free from Japanese colonization. In this case, America becomes that ‗something‘ 

which Keoko knows she can depend on. In other words, Keoko‘s dependency on 

American emerges as the result of her belief that America will be able to defeat 

the Japanese.  

Keoko‘s dependency on America itself can be seen as an illustration of the 

issue about the East‘s dependency on the West. This issue can also be found in 

many practices in the society. For example, Eastern parents who send their 

children to study abroad (on Western country) in order to give their children a 

better education. This phenomenon can be such a manifestation of the Eastern 

parents‘ dependency on Western education which is considered as better than the 

one they have in their country. 

When My Name Was Keoko itself can be categorized as children‘s 

literature. It is because this novel is specifically written for children (Grenby 199). 
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One of issue that is many discussed in children‘s literature is didacticism. 

Didacticism is related to the notion that children‘s literature is used as a way for 

adult writer to ―influence the children for children‘s good‖ (Hunt and Edgeworth 

ctd. in Nodelman 157). Nodelman argues that the texts written for children, either 

it is in the past or in the present, are ―primarily didactic‖ (154). It makes the writer 

of this study curious about the didacticism that is contained in this novel as 

children‘s literature, especially about anti-colonialism which is related to the 

colonization that becomes the setting of this novel. 

When My Name was Keoko is written by Linda Sue Park, a Korean writer 

who was born and grown up in America. She is a daughter of immigrant parents 

who were moving to United States (―Biography‖). The name of ‗Keoko‘ who 

becomes one of the main characters in this novel is taken from her mother‘s 

Japanese name in the period of Japanese colonization and the name of ‗Nubuo‘ is 

taken from her father‘s Japanese name. Moreover, some events that are told by 

Park in this novel are based on her parents‘ experience of being Korean who were 

ever living under Japanese colonization (Park 193). This is another reason why 

the writer is also interested in doing this study. Park‘s background as a Korean 

descent who was born and grown up in America and also a daughter of parents 

who have experienced Japanese colonization, must influence the way she 

describes the Korean, the Japanese, and the American in this novel. 

Linda Sue Park itself is the winner of a prestigious award of literature, 

Newberry medal, in 2002 with her novel entitled A Single Shard (―Biography‖). 

Besides Newberry Medal, Linda also has received many other awards, especially 
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from her book entitled When My Name Was Keoko which becomes the research 

object of this study such as Publishers Weekly Best Books of the Year (2002); 

School Library Journal, Best Books of the Year (2002); ALA Notable Book for 

Children (2003); Notable Children's Trade Book in the Field of Social Studies 

(2003); ALA Best Book for Young Adults (2003); Bank Street Best Children's 

Books of the Year (2003); Jane Adams Book Award Honor Book (2003); and 

Skipping Stones Honor Award (2004) (―Award‖). With all awards this book has 

achieved, the writer is sure that this novel is proper to be discussed. 

However, the fact that When My Name Was Keoko has received many 

awards does not mean that there are many researchers who use this novel as the 

object of their study. The writer of this study even feels difficult to find previous 

studies which also use this novel as the object of the study. Until this study is 

written, the writer can only find three works which also discuss about this novel. 

Those are from Lara Zink entitled ―Historical Fiction in the Classroom: Linda Sue 

Park‘s When My Name was Keoko‖, Sung-Ae Lee entitled ―Remembering or 

Misremembering? Historicity and the Case of So Far from the Bamboo Grove.‖, 

and also Belinda Y. Louie entitled ―Unwrapping the Pojagi: Traditional Values 

and Changing Times in a Survey of Korean-America Juvenile Literature‖. Those 

three studies discuss the novel in different way to what the writer does in this 

study. They focus on the historical content of the novel for children‘s education 

while this study focuses on the narrative aspect of this novel.  

In this study, the writer will analyze the dependency of Keoko as Korean 

on America in order to be free from Japanese colonization using postcolonial 
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criticism. The term ‗Postcolonial‘ itself is used ―to cover all the culture affected 

by the imperial process from the moment of colonization to the present day‖ 

(Ashcroft, Griffiths, and Tiffin, The Empire 2). Hence, postcolonial criticism 

theory can be considered as a literary criticism which tries to analyze the impact 

of imperialism and colonialism toward the culture of the colonizer and the 

colonized people which is portrayed in a literary text. To be more spesific, 

because this study discusses about Keoko‘s dependency as a Korean on America 

as a Western country, postcolonial criticism suggested by Edward Said called 

Orientalism is used to analyze how Keoko‘s dependency on America is related to 

the notion about the superiority of the West and the inferiority of the East that 

become the main concern in Orientalism. 

Although this study is different to what Zink, Louie, and Lee have done, 

the writer hopes that this study can also support those previous studies. The writer 

hopes that through this study, the writer can offer a deeper analysis about this 

novel, which is not only about the historical content of this novel but also about 

the ideology that contains in this novel. Hopefully this study can attract other 

researcher to use this novel as the object of their study. It is because the writer 

believes that there are many aspects in this novel that can be analyzed, especially 

using literary criticism. 

 

1.2. Statement of the Problem 

To lead the analysis of this study, the writer has formulated statement of 

the problems as follows: 
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1. How is the dependency of Keoko as Korean on America portrayed in this 

novel? 

2. How is didacticism about anti-colonialism conveyed in this novel? 

 

1.3. Objective of the Study 

Based on the statements of the problem above, these are the objective of 

the study: 

1. To find out how the dependency of Keoko as Korean on America is 

portrayed in this novel. 

2. To elaborate how didacticism about anti-colonialism is conveyed in this 

novel 

 

1.4. Significance of the Study 

This study intends to give insight to the reader about ‗dependency on the 

West‘ issue that not many people are aware of. It is because the notion of the 

superiority of the West that underlies the issue has been believed as a universal 

truth since long time ago. Hence, the writer hopes that through this study, the 

reader will be more aware about this kind of issue and will re-think the notion 

about the superiority of the West that is believed by many people for all this time. 

The reader can see the illustration of this issue in the novel entitled When My 

Name Was Keoko that will be the object of this study. In this novel, the reader can 

see how Korean as the colonized people and also the East, which is presented by 
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Keoko, depends on America (Western country) in order to be free from Japanese 

colonization.  

Moreover, through analyzing this novel, the writer expects to have a 

deeper analytical skill and deeper understanding about the issue and the theory. 

Hopefully, this study can be the reference or give contribution to the upcoming 

studies, especially for other literature students of English Department in 

Universitas Airlangga who want to do the similar research with similar issue or 

theory as this study. 

 

1.5. Scope and Limitation 

This study focus on the issue about Keoko‘s dependency as a Korean on 

America in this novel and how it is related to the notion about the superiority of 

the West and the inferiority of the East that is believed by Keoko. This is the 

reason why this study uses postcolonial criticism called Orientalism suggested by 

Edward Said. Moreover, the issue about dependency on America that the writer 

means in this study is limited to the dependency of Keoko as a Korean or as an 

individual, not the dependency of Korea as a country on America. Among all 

characters in this novel, the writer only focuses on Keoko‘s character in this study 

because the sign of dependency can only be found in Keoko‘s character. Another 

reason is because this novel is narrated through her point of view (beside her 

brother Nubuo), so the writer can see clearly about her thoughts and feeling. This 

study also focuses on the existence of didacticism about anti-colonialism in this 

novel which is related to the influence that this text wants to give toward the the 
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children reader, especially toward American children reader. It is because this 

novel is published in America.  

 

1.6. Theoretical Background 

The writer uses postcolonial criticism theory suggested by Edward Said 

called Orientalism. Colonization as the central discussion in postcolonial criticism 

is caused by a belief about the superiority of the colonizer/the West. Said used a 

term called Orientalism to explain about the basic notion of the superiority of the 

West and also the inferiority of the East. Said, in his book entitled Orientalism, 

considers ―Orientalism as a Western style for dominating, restructuring, and 

having authority over the Orient‖ (3).  

According to Said, the West/European ―tried to justify their territorial 

conquest by propagating a manufactured belief called Orientalism: the creation of 

non-European‘s stereotypes that suggested the so called Orientals were indolent, 

thoughtless, sexually immoral, unreliable, and demented‖ (ctd. in Bressler 240). 

Through this explanation, it can be seen that the West (the Occident) are the one 

who create the stereotype about the East (the Orient). Ashcroft and Ahluwalia  

argue that ―the essence of Said‘s argument is that to know something is to have 

power over it, and conversely, to have power is to be able to know the world in 

your own terms‖ (83). The West consider the East as the uncivilized (inferior) and 

consider themselves as the civilized one (superior). Hence, the civilized has 

burden to civilize the uncivilized. This notion is used by the colonizer in justifying 

the colonization that they do and to cover up their desire for power.  
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In order to fulfill their desire of power, the West/the colonizer spread the 

belief or knowledge they have created about the East. That belief or knowledge is 

shared through what it is called as hegemony. Said explained that ―the 

relationship between Occident and Orient is a relationship of power, of 

domination, of varying degrees of a complex hegemony‖ (5). Through hegemony, 

the notion about the superiority of the West and the inferiority of the East is not 

only believed by Western people but also by non-Western/Eastern people. In 

some cases, this belief is what causes the East to have such a dependency on the 

West, just like what is portrayed in this novel. 

 

1.7. Method of the Study 

This study uses qualitative approach. According to Creswell, ―qualitative 

research begins with assumptions, a worldview, the possible use of a theoretical 

lens, and the study of research problems inquiring into the meaning individuals or 

groups ascribe to a social or human problem‖ (37). The novel entitled When My 

Name Was Keoko is the primary source of this study and the secondary sources 

are in form of books, articles, journals, thesis, and any other kind of sources which 

are related to the issue and theory that will be discussed in this study. 

In analyzing the novel, the writer begins with collecting the data in the 

novel which can give the writer clue about the dependency of Keoko on America. 

This data can be in form of thoughts or speeches which imply Keoko‘s avowal 

toward the superiority of America and her hope for America‘s victory over Japan 

which become the sign of Keoko‘s dependency. The condition of Korea under 
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Japanese colonization which becomes the background of the dependency and also 

other characters‘ admiration toward America that influence the way Keoko see 

America are also considered as the data. Moreover, the writer also collects the 

data from the secondary sources which can be used to support the analysis 

Next, the writer starts the analysis of the portrayal of Keoko‘s dependency 

issue in this novel by relating the data collected from the novel to the theory of 

Orientalism suggested by Edward Said. It is done in order to find out how the 

portrayal of Keoko‘s dependency on America in this novel is related to the notion 

about the superiority of the West and the inferiority of the East that become the 

main concern in Orientalism. After that, the writer will analyze didacticism about 

anti-colonialism contains in the novel. This analysis is still related to the analysis 

about the portrayal of Keoko‘s dependency issue. The last but not least, the writer 

will conclude the result of the study in the conclusion.  
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1.8. Definition of Key Terms 

Colonialism : refers to ―the implanting of settlements on distant territory‖ 

(Said, Culture 9). 

Dependency : the state of depending on something as the result of ―the 

need for something to depend on‖ (Mason 11). 

Didacticism : refers to the belief that children‘s literature is purposely 

written ―to instruct or convey ideology‖ toward the children 

reader (Nodelman ctd. in Wicks 1). 

Inferiority complex : the way one feels or thinks about his/herself as ―lack of 

worth‖ (Alfred Adler ctd. in Fisher).  
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