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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1. Background of the Study 

Education is one of the aspects that determine the quality of human 

resources in a nation and has become one of the most important aspects to be 

considered by every country in the world to increase their prosperity. Michaelowa 

(2000) argues that education is strongly linked to the notion of empowerment, 

since the lack of basic education has always been accepted as one of the major 

components of any multidimensional concept of poverty.  From this issue, almost 

all of the nations around the world are trying to provide better quality of 

education, including Indonesia.  

In order to provide better quality of education, the Government of 

Indonesia through the Ministry of National Education (MONE) has taken a 

serious consideration toward the students who are gifted and talented. It is stated 

in the law of the national education system that every citizen, who has intelligence 

potential and special talents, has a right to get differentiated education (UUSPN 

20/2003: 5th paragraph 4th verse). The Ministry of Education made a realization of 

the law by establishing an acceleration program and implementing them in some 

public and private schools. Acceleration program is an education program that is 

served by a school to give space to students who have extraordinary intelligence 

and talents (gifted students) by completing a learning program earlier than the 

normal one (Hasanuddin, 2010). Wilson and Grylls (1977, p. 6) also support that 
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differences in intelligence lead to a large extent the kind of schooling, and the 

duration of schooling, optimal for a given child. 

One of the schools that has implemented the acceleration program is SMA 

N 1 Gresik. Due to school’s good accreditation, in 2009 SMA N 1 Gresik was 

appointed by the regional government of Gresik to be a school-model of the 

implementation of acceleration program in Gresik. With only one class of 20 

students, the school’s committee hoped that the process of teaching and learning 

would be more effective (Siswa Smansagres: http://www.sman1gresik.info). In 

order to be able to join this program the students should not only have a high IQ 

rate and good competence in science, but also a good English because English 

was used as the primary language during the teaching-learning process. Therefore, 

the teaching and learning of English language is important. 

Generally, there are several aspects to be considered that take a part in 

defining the success of the teaching and learning process, one of them is the 

curriculum used. To support the teaching and learning process in acceleration 

program, SMA N 1 Gresik is implementing the School-Based Curriculum 

(Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan / KTSP) (see appendix 6). According to 

the Ministry of National Education, it is a curriculum which gives a chance to the 

school to manage their learning process, thus one of the School-Based Curriculum 

(KTSP) advantage is KTSP can give wider chance to school with special program 

to develop their curriculum based on their students’ need (Damanik, 2012). 

Moreover, in implementing this curriculum the school assigned the English 

subject as one of the compulsory subject. 
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In teaching English at SMA N 1 Gresik all of the English teachers deal 

with Genre-Based Approach (GBA), which is believed as the most suitable 

approach in applying the curriculum (Supriyatun, personal communication, 

October 23rd, 2013). Genre-based pedagogy views language as an open dynamic 

system, where knowledge about language is taught in an explicit manner; and 

genres (types of texts) are used as the starting point for modelling, deconstructing 

and understanding language (Martin, cited in Firkins, Forey, & Sengupta, 2007). 

Kim (2005) also stated that the genre framework supports students’ writing with 

generalized, systematic guiding principles about how to produce meaningful 

passages. This approach offers five strategies that were promoted in the 

“Teaching-Learning Cycle”, to be followed by the teacher whose school applies 

this approach. They are building the context, modelling and deconstructing the 

text, joint construction of the text, independent construction of the text, and linking 

related texts (Feez, 2002). By following the teaching-learning cycle and by 

providing maximum assistance to the students in the early stages will gradually 

lead to the shifting responsibility onto the learners as they achieve greater control 

of the new genre. 

Essentially, the ways the English teacher teaches acceleration class are 

different from the regular class since the students of acceleration class are 

considered as gifted learners. This may be attributable to the acceleration 

students’ superior intelligence while the students of regular class are mostly varied 

from the range of average until high average (Rahardjo, personal communication, 

January 13th, 2014). The superior intelligence lead to the condition where the 
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acceleration students have to learn the subject in a short period compared to the 

regular students. It implies that acceleration students have different needs and 

goals in the learning process. In order to answer students’ needs, the teacher has to 

be able to adopt a variety of roles within the classroom which facilitate a language 

learning (Harmer, 2007, p. 108). Therefore, Harmer (2007) proposed five roles of 

language teacher in a classroom; they are controller, prompter, participant, 

resource, and tutor. 

In addition, to get better understanding on the theory of the three aspects, 

the writer also examined several previous studies related to the acceleration 

learning, genre approach, and teacher’s role in language learning which have been 

tried and tested in a number of different contexts. Sulistiyana (2011) examined the 

teaching of English at the acceleration class at SMAN 4 Malang in terms of the 

teaching materials, media, teaching techniques, and assessment used. Zhairisma 

(2012) analyzed the teaching of writing in SMP Negeri 1 Malang grade VIII 

acceleration class using process-genre based approach. Kim (2005) investigated 

the effectiveness of the genre-based approach to teaching writing in Korean 

educational context. Firkins, Forey, and Sengupta (2007) studied the adaption of 

the genre-based pedagogy and activity-based pedagogy to develop a contextually 

appropriate teaching plan and modification of those approaches to meet the needs 

of EFL students who have a Learning Disability. 

Furthermore, Choudhury (2011) scrutinized the classroom roles of English 

language teachers in the second language / foreign language context with 

particular reference to the Indian one. From the several studies, the writer found 
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nothing about the similarities among those studies, because every study has 

different subject and object of the study and none of the study has investigated 

those three aspects at once. Hence, the writer conducted this present study to 

investigate those three aspects in the level of senior high school students. 

 

1.2.  Research Questions 

 Based on the explanation in the background of the study, the writer 

formulates two research questions that help her in doing this research: 

1. How is the teaching-learning cycle of Genre-Based Approach 

implemented in twelfth grade of acceleration program? 

2. What kinds of roles are played by the English teacher when teaching 

English using Genre-Based Approach in twelfth grade of acceleration 

program? 

 

1.3.  Objectives of the Study 

 The writer proposes the objectives of this study are as follow: 

1. To describe the implementation of the teaching-learning cycle in Genre-

Based Approach when teaching English in twelfth grade of acceleration 

program. 

2. To find out the kinds of roles played by the English teacher when teaching 

English using Genre-Based Approach in twelfth grade of acceleration 

program. 
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1.4. Significance of the Study 

  By identifying and understanding the implementation of the teaching-

learning cycle proposed by genre-based approach and also the kind of roles played 

by the English teacher when teaching English using GBA toward the twelfth 

grade of acceleration students SMA N 1 Gresik, this study is expected to give 

some contribution to the knowledge in the field of Teaching English as a foreign 

Language (TEFL) under the domain of language teaching strategies and roles of 

the teacher. This study is hoped to assist the readers, especially English teachers, 

to understand the importance and the effectiveness of implementing genre-based 

approach’s strategies and roles of the teacher in teaching English language toward 

acceleration classroom in order to create a successful teaching and learning 

process. Besides, this study is also expected to give an inspiration for the next 

researcher who interested in conducting a research about teaching English as a 

foreign language. 

 

1.5. Scope and Limitation 

 The writer limits the study on English teaching process on twelfth grade 

acceleration class, year of 2013-2014, second semester of SMA N 1 Gresik based 

on the teaching-learning cycle proposed by Genre-Based approach and also the 

roles of the teacher proposed by Harmer (2007). In order to be more specific and 

precise, the writer conducted class observations with only one specific teaching 

material, that was review text. 
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1.6. Definition of Key Terms 

 Based on the explanation above, the writer proposes several key terms that 

can describe the content of this present study and provides the definition of each 

term to avoid the misinterpretation in understanding this study.  

Genre-Based Approach : Genre-based approach is defined as “a 

framework for language instruction” based on 

examples of a particular genre (Byram, 2004, 

p. 234). 

Teaching-Learning Cycle : Teaching-learning cycle is the phases of 

classroom interaction to suport the use of text-

based methodology in the process of teaching 

English language, with the focus to construct 

texts that vary in response to the demands of 

different social contexts (Feez, 2002). 

Roles of the Teacher :  The acts that are adopted and played by a 

teacher within the classroom which is very 

useful to facilitate the learning process 

(Harmer, 2007). 

Acceleration Class : The implementation of acceleration program 

which is to give space to gifted students to 

complete a learning program earlier than the 

normal one (Hasanuddin, 2010). 
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