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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of The Study 

Swear words have negative meaning in our life. Besides that, it also has 

negative impact for people who hear the bad words. However, swear words are still 

shown to public. In the reality, swear words can be showed by scene of the movie that 

we watch. Many people assume that swear words are nasty words to be said by each 

other. For example some of them will become more emotional if they get the swear 

words by others.  

According to Apte as cited in Mesthrie (2001:284) states that swear words are 

the words which invoke damnation, misfortune or degradation of targeted person or 

object: they reflect a speaker’s anger or frustration towards a person or an object. It is 

also supported by Dutton (2007) who argues that swearwords have negative meaning 

because they are disgusting, rude and offensive. According to Apte as cited in 

Mesthrie (2001:285) states that the most frequently used words in English, such as 

“fuck” are considered offensive at least to a degree and associated negative ideas with 

those who use the swear words.  

Swear words are words that used to express someone’s anger or frustration. 

Swear words are primarily and formerly used to show someone’s emotions which 

appear as epithets to insult others (Jay, 2009). Swear words are the bad or dirty words 

used by someone or a person who has a strong emotion or attitudes in order to curse, 
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to insult or to mock, to offend someone or something which cannot be accepted 

socially and cannot be interpreted literally (Hughes, 1991). In addition, many people 

often use swear words in order to show their expressions such as their anger, 

frustration, and sadness in a very difficult situation in their society.  

Furthermore, swear word gives the foul effect for people who hear someone 

swearing. Allan and Burridge (2006) state that swear at someone or something is to 

insult and deprecate the object of abuse, as well as to use other kinds of dysphemism. 

People will get the negative impacts as they hear swear words uttered by other people 

directed to them. In return, people might utter swear words easily after they hear it 

from others. Hughes (1991:3) defines a statement as follows:  

Swearing draws upon such powerful and incongruous resonators as religion, 

sex, madness, excretion, and nationality encompassing an extraordinary 

variety attitudes, including the violent, the amusing, the shocking, the 

absurd, and the casual and the impossible. 

Swear words also have several categorizes. According to Jay (1992) there are 

several types of swear words. They are cursing, profanity, blasphemy, obscenity, 

vulgarity, slang, epithets, insult and slurs, scatology, and taboo. A speaker may be 

expressing his or her emotional reaction to a certain stimulus by choosing a particular 

type of these categories, for example “Hey, who the hell is that?”       

Despite the negative associations of swear words Jay, King, and Duncan 

(2006) state that swear words also have positive notion for people who is swearing. 

Jay, King, and Duncan (2006) argue that swearing sometimes helps people to avoid 
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physical violence as-it allows them to express their emotions symbolically and at a 

distance. This idea shows us that swear words are not always negative but they can 

also be positive. It is supported by Baruch (2007) who argues swearing is not always 

negative, but it can also be used to “enhance group cohesiveness’’ which is a code 

word for kicking back and relaxing at lunch. Fitzgerald (2007) states that swear 

words have tendency to against the social institutions and the holy, the main target of 

the earliest cursing centred on the ideas of Gods, God, and religion. The example of 

swear words carrying positive meaning is “Jesus, are you still there?”  

Moreover, people often swear because it can show their feeling to other 

people in society. Wajnryb (2005) states that besides the nasty words used by the 

source in order to intensify discourse, the function of the bad words is also to define 

an informal and friendly relationship with someone, and it will be reinforced by the 

social connection. Swear words can be achieved in jokes and humour, social 

commentary sex talk, storytelling, in-group slang, and self-deprecation in order to 

promote social harmony or cohesion (Jay, 2009). 

People have already known that swear words are not good words to be said. 

However, swear words can also give positive impact to their society. People use bad 

words in relationship with close friends and colleges because swear words are not 

only used by those people in negative meaning but they are also used to make 

people’s relationship closer. If we see our close friends who have not met us for quite 

long time, we can utter swear words immediately to ask their condition, for example, 

“How are you bastard?” A positive result is also gotten when physical violence is 
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replaced with speech which gives a sense of satisfaction after swearing (Jay et al., 

2006). 

The uses of language are related to several aspects. They are called as social 

factors (Holmes, 2008, p.9). These social factors are participant, setting, topic, and 

function. The use of swear words is closely related to context. It means, there are 

participants who are talking about something in one place and it has a function why 

they utter the word. Jay (2009) argues that the dependency of offensive words on 

contextual variables, and individuals' sensitivity to the context has been proved in 

various researches. The nasty word will not be uttered by people if there is no motive 

to utter it.  

Furthermore, swear words have relevancy with adolescents. Jay (1992) and 

Thelwall (2008) state that the top for swearing is in the teenage years and it will 

reduce when they are in older age. Mehl el al. (2006), Fast and Funder (2008) state 

that there is no of negative relations with awareness: females’ swearing have the 

negative correlation with conscientiousness only a little bit, on the other hand males 

swearing was correlated with neuroticism. Male usually swears each other than 

female. Male more often swears because they are described with assertive language, 

strong, and masculine. 

Sometimes, people utter swear words easily without considering their social 

status and background. They can motivate themselves to utter it but swearing word 

cannot be used if they are in formal situation. According to Apte as cited in Mesthrie 
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(2001:285) argues that swear words are weird for formal speech. According to De 

Klerk (1992) states that swear words are categorized a low prestige variety.  

Swear words may be uttered by people easily if they are in informal situation 

such as face to face interaction. Jay (2009) states that researchers often make light of 

the fact in using swear words are simply conversation without social motive clearly 

other than suitable with swearing in informal situation. 

Swear words are not only used in society but also it is used in movies, music 

lyrics, social media, and translation. The researcher focuses on analyzing swear 

words that used in movie for the research. The movie that has been chosen by the 

writer is The Expendables 3. It was launched in 2014. Actually, this movie has three 

series. There are a lot of swear words and action scenes in the first series until the 

third series because this movie is popular with their actor or actress who master the 

basic skill of fighting.  

The first and the second series of this movie are forbidden for adolescent 

because there are many strictness scenes. However, there are still swear words in the 

third series but the strictness scenes have been decreased. The Expendables 3 movie 

got rated PG-13 from Motion Picture Association of America according to 

http://www.theexpendablesmovie.net/. According to http://www.mpaa.org/film-

ratings/ PG-13 contains some material that is not suitable for children under thirteen 

years old. Therefore, parents have to be cautious if their children who are under 

thirteen years old want to watch.  
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The characteristic of PG-13 motion picture includes theme, violence, nudity, 

sensuality, language, and adult activities according to http://www.mpaa.org/film-

ratings/. Those characteristic in the third series did not like the previous series. The 

first and the second series contain many parts or materials that are not suitable for 

children at thirteen years old. The materials that are not suitable in the third series of 

this movie have been decreased. Therefore, this movie is suitable for children at 

thirteen years old. The scenes in this movie still used the swear words. The researcher 

assumes that swear words in this movie can be decreased in this movie because this 

movie got rated PG-13.   

The researcher chose The Expendables 3 movie as the object in this research, 

because there are still swear words that is shown in this movie. The researcher would 

explain about the types and the frequencies of swear words in this movie. Swear 

words could be evidenced, that are not always give negative impacts. The frequencies 

of swear words in this research based on the types. 

The researcher focuses on kind of swear words that are showed in this movie. 

The Expendables 3 movie is an action movie. There are several characters in this 

movie such as hero, villain, chief, enemy, and subordinate. This movie focuses on 

revenge of Ross’ close friend who became his enemy in the story. Many adolescent 

can utter swear words from this movie easily in their society. They can utter swear 

words after they watched this movie. Actually, the swear words in this movie are real 

view from our society.  
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There are several under graduate students in linguistics major who have 

already conducted researches about swear words. First research comes from Putri in 

2012 was a student in Airlangga University who has conducted An Analysis of The 

Functions of Swear Words Used by Teenage Bonek Community in Surabaya. Second, 

Muid in 2012 was also a student in Airlangga University who conducted The 

Translation Strategies On swear words in four brothers movie. The third research is 

conducted by Najmi in 2014, she was a student in Gajah Mada University. She 

classified the swear words in several terms use the dialogue in movie Midnight Run. 

Finally, The fourth related study was conducted in 2014 by Rahayu, she was a student 

in State Islamic University Sunan Ampel. She conducted the research about swear 

words in The Grey movie.   

 

1.2 Statement of The Problem  

Swear words are used in our society. People sometimes use swear words in 

their conversation, even if they have the characteristic of impolite, harmful, and 

offensive. Swear words develop rapidly in any Western countries. They are also used 

in the Hollywood movie. There are a lot of swear words in The Expendables 3 movie. 

The writer is interested to analyze the types and frequencies of swear words in this 

movie by using the following questions: 

1. What are the types of swear words used in The Expendables 3 movie? 

2. What are the most frequent types of swear words used in The 

Expendables 3 movie? 
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1.3 Objective of The Study 

 The purposes of this research are to reveal about the use of swear words in 

this movie, to identify the types of swear words in this movie, and to reveal the 

frequency of swear words in this movie. 

 

1.4 Significance of The Study 

 Theoretically, swear words are the words used in the society. The analysis of 

swear words can be expected to increase the variety types of swear words in society. 

People always argue that swear words can deranged someone’s feeling because swear 

words give negative impacts to the person who is talking to us. The researcher has 

shown several statements above that swear words are not always give the negative 

impacts, but also it can give positive impacts in our society. The researcher provide 

those statements that said swear words can give the positive impacts in this study by 

use The Expendables 3 movie as an object of the research.  

 The researcher expects that he can increase the function of swear words. 

Then, this research can also help the readers not only for students at the English 

Department but also for non-native speaker to expand their knowledge about the 

types and functions swear words. People have to be careful in saying swear words if 

they want to say it to native speaker. It is important to them because if they utter the 

swear words to native speaker without knowing the types and function, they will get 

the problem. 
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 Therefore, after conduct this research, perhaps people who watch the swear 

words from this movie become know about the function, types, and context of the 

swear words. They become know how to utter the swear word.  

 

1.5 Definition of Key Terms 

Swear Words   : Linguistic forms of how people show their emotions, such as 

anger, surprised, frustration, etc (Jay, 2000). 

Type  : The categorizations of swear words based on the types of the 

word (Jay, 1992) 

Context  : These are included the speaker, listener, topic, intent, physical 

surrounding, each of which can be further examined in terms of a 

number of variables (Jay, 1992)    

The Expendables 3 : This is action movie from America that released in August 

2014. This movie is the third series after previous movie.  The main 

characters in this movie are, Sylvester Stallone, Jason Statham, and Jet 

Li. (http://www.theexpendablesmovie.net/) 

 

 

ADLN - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI AN ANALYSIS OF THE SWEAR ... DEWA MADE ARTHA YOGADINATA

http://www.theexpendablesmovie.net/



