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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the study  

The language used in human’s interaction functions not only to 

communicate but also to influence others. In politics, the language used to influence 

the voters can be seen clearly and affects very strongly. Instead, the language 

uttered in the political campaign can lead people to vote (Fairclough, 2010, p. 205). 

The willingness to vote indicates that the language spoken by politicians could 

seemingly change people’s opinion. There might be specific reasons behind their 

will to vote. One of the reasons is ideology. Political cognition is, by definition, 

ideologically based (Van Dijk, 2006a, p. 728). Therefore, ideology coming from 

politicians could be more effective in influencing and controlling people’s thought 

and behavior.  

Ideologies are fundamentally regarded as beliefs in a particular group, and 

its people (Van Dijk, 2000, p. 7). This matter is closely related to some certain social 

groups, say social, political, or religious ideas. The definition of this ideology in the 

political domain between the politician with the same ideology and the politician 

with different ideology can easily be observed. In general, ideologies are acquired 

and expressed through text or talk (Van Dijk, 2006a, p. 1). For instance, research 

associated with Clinton’s and Trump’s second debate in 2016 conducted by 

Ouhenia & Lahlou (2017) demonstrated that the two nominees used different 

ideology to influence the voters. Clinton tended to use democracy, 
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humanitarianism, multicultural, and liberalism as her ideology. Trump preferred to 

choose economic liberalism, fiscal, and social conservatism, and federalism as his 

ideology. Clinton and Trump, though, used different ideologies to get Americans’ 

vote. 

From the clear enough explanation mentioned above, the writer intends to 

analyze the issue of Indonesian national ideology in the fourth 2019 Indonesia 

presidential debate by using critical discourse analysis proposed by Van Dijk. 

Indonesia is a country in which its national ideology is Pancasila. Pancasila consists 

of five principles, covering 1) belief in the Almighty God, 2) a just and civilized 

humanity, 3) a unified Indonesia, 4) democracy led by the wisdom in a consensus 

or representatives, and 5) social justice for all Indonesians.  

There are some reasons the writer selects the 2019 presidential debate in 

Indonesia. Firstly, the population of this country is quite large, and the majority is 

Muslim. Indonesia constitutes the fourth most populous nation in the world with 

more than 269 million and includes the world’s most Muslim population, with over 

87% of Indonesian citizen declared Muslim on the 2010 census (World Population 

Review, 2019). The characteristic of Islam in Indonesia is different from those of 

other countries, such as Arab countries. Affan (2015) mentions that Islam Nusantara 

(Nusantara refers to Indonesia) promotes moderation, compassion, anti-radicalism, 

inclusiveness, and tolerance. The tolerance of this religion occurs because Islam in 

Indonesia was spread through trade by Muslim traders. Due to the interaction, the 

majority of Muslim people in the country can live peacefully with other religions.  

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

THESIS THE ISSUE OF .... ALI WAFA



3 
 

 
 

Secondly, Indonesia is a country that embraces the democratic system. 

Instead, it constitutes the world’s third-largest country in the world that embraces 

democracy (Vickers, 2013, p. 1). Hornby (2015) defines democracy as a system 

used in a government that enables people to give their vote to select their leader. 

However, democracy in Indonesia appears too slow and happens when Suharto was 

pushed to step down from office by the students’ demonstrations (Vickers, 2013, p. 

2) and the president election elected by its people has not been conducted until 

2004, six years after the reformation in 1998. From 2004 to 2019, there have been 

four presidential elections in Indonesia, and three presidents were already elected: 

Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono (2004-2009 and 2009-2014) and Joko Widodo (2014-

2019).  

Also, the 2019 election in Indonesia distinguishes from the previous 

elections. Bland (2019) illustrates this election as the most complicated election in 

history that is only done in one day. Indeed, over 190 million voters, who are 

eligible to vote, elected the president, the vice president, the People’s 

Representative Councils (DPR), the Regional Representative Councils (DPD), the 

Provincial People’s Representative Councils (DPRD Provinsi), and the Regency/ 

Municipal People’s Representative Councils (DPRD Kabupaten/ Kota) in one day. 

Consequently, this complex election becomes such a challenge for the General 

Election Commission (KPU), participants of the elections, and the voters. To run 

this election, according to The Straits Times (2019) more than seven million 

workers are needed. Also, it took more than six months for all participants in the 

election to do campaign from 23 September 2018 to 13 April 2019. The last tricky 
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thing is for the voters in which they must cast five ballots to select from the 

president and vice president to the Regency/ Municipal People’s Representative 

Councils as mentioned above.  

Interestingly, the 2019 presidential election is a second match of the 2014 

presidential election, for both Jokowi (a call for Joko Widodo) and Prabowo. 

Jokowi, as the incumbent of the Indonesian president, reruns for a presidential 

candidate with a conservative cleric Ma'ruf Amin as his partner or vice-presidential 

candidate. Meanwhile, former general Prabowo Subianto reruns for Indonesian 

presidential race with Jakarta's deputy governor Sandiaga Uno. The differences 

between the two presidential candidates, Jokowi and Prabowo, can be seen from 

their backgrounds. Jokowi originated from an ordinary family and worked as a 

furniture businessman. Before elected as the seventh president of Indonesia in 2014, 

he was the mayor of Solo, Central Java in the periods 2005-2012 and became the 

governor of Jakarta in 2012-2014. On the other side, Probowo grew from a military 

background. Prabowo passed from the Indonesian Military Academy in 1970 and 

was placed in the special forces group Kopassus, until his appointment as Kostrad 

commander in 1998 (Topsfield, 2017). Moreover, He is a member of one of Java’s 

most aristocratic families and was once married to the daughter of former president 

Suharto.  

The different backgrounds from the two presidential candidates, as have 

been mentioned above, could potentially lead to the emergence of ideological 

differences in their discourse during the debate. The case of different background 

in the presidential debate was found in Clinton and Trump’s debate in the 2016 
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United States presidential debates in which Hillary Clinton is an American 

politician, diplomat, lawyer, writer, and public speaker while Donald Trump is a 

businessman and television personality. As a result, Clinton, as earlier shown, 

preferred to choose democracy, humanitarianism, multicultural, and liberalism as 

her ideology. On the other hand, Trump liked to use economic liberalism, fiscal, 

and social conservatism, and federalism as his ideology. Hence, the differences of 

ideology could also be possibly found in the 2019 Indonesia presidential debate due 

to the very striking difference backgrounds of the two candidates: Jokowi and 

Prabowo as having been mentioned before.  

Two previous studies inspired the writer to conduct this study. The first 

study is about the victorious speech of president Joko Widodo, conducted by 

Pradipta (2017). The study examined the ideological construction behind the speech 

of the elected president Jokowi. The second previous study was conducted by 

Malendra (2017) who concerned on Prabowo’s grand campaign speech at Gelora 

Bung Karno stadium. The similarities between the present study and the two 

previous studies are related to the data, that is, speech while the differences are on 

the context or situation in which the two previous studies occurred in the victorious 

speech and grand campaign speech but this study happens in the presidential 

debate.  

From the background of this study, then, it is very significant for the writer 

to conduct this study. The reason is that this study gives more insight about how the 

discourse of national ideology of Indonesia present by the two presidential 
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candidates: Jokowi and Prabowo in the fourth presidential debate in the 2019 

election which is supposed to be the most complicated election in the globe.  

1. 2 Research Question 

 From the statement in the background of the study, the writer tries to answer 

a question: 

How did the two presidential candidates express their discourse of 

Indonesian national ideology in the fourth 2019 Indonesia presidential 

debate? 

1. 3 Research Objective 

 Based on the research questions, the present study aims: 

To identify the discourse of Indonesian national ideology expressed by two 

presidential candidates in the fourth 2019 Indonesia presidential debate. 

1.4 The significance of the Study 

This study is expected to contribute theoretically significantly and 

practically not only for the readers who are interested in researching ideology by 

using critical discourse analysis but also for the readers as a whole. In theoretical 

contribution, it can hopefully add knowledge for researchers in analyzing ideology 

in the political context by using critical discourse analysis proposed by Van Dijk. 

In practical, the present study can function to become such a piece of additional 

information and knowledge for voters to discover and understand what ideologies 

the politicians have and to offer from the use of their discourses so that they can 

become more selective in giving their vote in the election. 
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