
 

1 

 

Chapter 1. Introduction 

This chapter explains the research background, main ideas, research objectives, 

research questions, and significance of the study. 

1.1 Research Background 

In recent times, Indonesian women are experiencing several social inequalities in 

marriage such as being the victim of unilateral divorce, underage marriage, arbitrary 

polygamy, and other issues. This is evident in the submission of Vreede, De Stuers (2008) 

that arbitrary divorce and polygamy are the "two-headed monster," causing women's 

insecurity, family disintegration, and child neglect in the country. However, being the 

subject of research, there are several complex challenges associated with the legalization of 

polygamy in the country, mainly due to the open rejection of women even though it is 

justified by some religions.  

Polygamy remains a debatable issue, even though its polemic is fluctuating 

(Yuwono, 2008), and one of the distressing problems provoking the anger of women due to 

their natural tendency not to share husband (Al-Syarif, 2008). In fact, Indonesian women 

generally prefer seeking a divorce to staying in a polygamous home because such an act is 

considered a form of betrayal of love. According to Yuwono (2008), this act is common 

among public figures, for example, 1) the marriage between Soekarno and Hartini in 1954, 

while still being married to Fatmawati, 2) the owner of a famous restaurant, Puspo Wardoyo, 

in 2001, and 3) an actress, Raden Ayu Sitoresmi, who allowed her husband to marry another 

wife. There are also celebrities, including comedians and singers that are engaged in 

polygamous practices (brillio.net), and they include Rhoma Irama, Azis Gagap, Kiwil, 

Mamiek Srimulat, Dik Doang, Limbad, Parto, and Opie Kumis. A recent example was Opie 
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Kumis, who has four wives, and, during an interview with one of the news media, he said it 

is his destiny to marry four times (liputan6.com). Polygamy is a social phenomenon and 

practice among married couples often caused by the husband by forcing another woman on 

the wife, thereby leading to chaos in the household. 

According to Oxford Dictionary (2019), "polygamous" is derived, via Latin, from 

the Greek word "polugamos" which is a combination of "polu" which means much/often 

and "gamos” which means marriage. According to Seccombe and Rebecca (2004), 

polygamy is a marriage between a man and several women or a woman and several men in 

the same period. It is defined as the practice or custom of having more than one spouse, wife 

or husband, at a time or a situation when an individual, mostly the husband, is married to 

more than one wife at a particular period. It, however, does not involve solemnization but 

what is observed during family life. On the contrary, monogamy allows the husband to marry 

one only wife for a particular time.  

Starting a family through marriage is the life-long dream of all lovers, mainly 

because it is considered a sacred union expected to be conducted once in a lifetime (Noveldy, 

2014). Marriage is a process involving physical and mental readiness as well as mind and 

courage to start a new different life (Kasyidy, 2015), and, in Indonesia, it is generally 

between man and woman. It is a hallowed event usually celebrated by two people to validate 

ties or union following religious, legal, and social norms. However, the phenomenon of 

polygamy in the country has been narrated in several literary works like novels inspired by 

reality. 

The novel is a long and complex prose narrative usually written to deal with human 

experience through a connected sequence of events (Merriam-Webster, 2018). It is also an 

increasingly popular literary work due to its ability to entertain, read as a form of hobby, 
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reflect the shape, and represent reality or social condition. Novels produce imaginative 

results and enjoyable entertainment to enrich readers' knowledge and inner experience. 

Moreover, good literature is a series of words written to provide positive meaning, messages, 

and information for readers to understand (Endraswara, 2003). 

In Indonesia, several novels have been written on polygamy. They 

include Perempuan Kedua by Dian (1989), Ayat-Ayat Cinta 1 by Habiburrahman El Shirazy 

(2004), Catatan Hati Seorang Istri 1 by Asma Nadia (2007), Istri Kedua by Asma Nadia 

(2007), Athirah by Alberthiene (2013), Surga Yang Tak Dirindukan 1 by Asma Nadia 

(2015), Ayat-Ayat Cinta 2' by Habiburahman El Shirazy (2015), and Surga Yang Tak 

Dirindukan 2 by Asma Nadia (2017). However, this study was conducted to examine the 

case of polygamy in only two bestselling novels, Ayat-Ayat Cinta 1 translated to 'The Verses 

of Love 1' (VL 1) and Catatan Hati Seorang Istri 1 translated to 'A Wife's Heart Diary 1' 

(WHD 1).  

The novels were selected because they are the bestselling polygamous genre, are 

contemporary works published in the 21st century, have been adapted into films, and written 

by authors with different genders to represent both views. These are necessary, considering 

the fact that this study attempted to examine the collocation and representation of the cultural 

perspective of the word "poligami."  

The novel entitled ‘Ayat-Ayat Cinta 1’ (VL 1) was published in 2004 by 

Habiburahman El Shirazy, one of the famous novelists in Indonesia, in thousands of copies 

at the time. It presents a perspective and value to ensure readers enjoy the beauty of literature 

and stories while gaining some moral message, and this led to wide acceptance by many 

people leading to the sale of 400 thousand copies. 
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The novel is about an almost perfect, diligent, and persistent Indonesian student, 

Fahri, who has the plans to obtain a masters' degree at one of the leading universities in 

Egypt. He is good looking and has good attitudes, and these make him admirable to many 

people, and this is also associated with his dream in simplicity to survive overseas (Egypt). 

However, despite the enthusiasm for achieving great things, he does not pay attention to 

marriage, but some beautiful women, including Nurul, Noura, Maria, and Aisha, love him. 

Noura is Fahri's neighbor who really loves and ready to do everything to win his 

heart, but the feeling is not mutual. However, Aisha, a beautiful Turkish-German, suddenly 

showed up in a ta'aruf (family gathering) and eventually got married to Fahri. It broke 

Noura's heart and made her falsely accuse Fahri of raping her, and this later leads to his 

imprisonment. Aisha knew Maria is the only person that can reveal the truth and absolve her 

husband of any wrongdoing. Unfortunately, she also fell ill when she heard Fahri has gotten 

married to another woman. In order to get her assistance, Aisha takes care of Maria and 

promises her she would allow her to share her husband if she can prove his innocence. Maria 

testified, and Fahri was released, and to fulfill her promise, Aisha forces her husband to 

marry against his will to indulge in polygamy. 

The second novel, ‘Catatan Hati Seorang Istri 1’ (WHD 1), is written by a female 

author to show another perspective that favors the women. It is one of the Asma Nadia’s 

bestsellers published in 2007 with 210 thousand copies sold (kompasnia.com). The author 

doubles as a famous novelist and motivator, and this novel is about the story of a wife who 

is heartbroken because her husband practices polygamy.  

The uniqueness of the novel is depicted in the use of a motivational storyline to reveal 

several problems of marriage as well as the collection of wives’ stories or complaints in a 

family. The major targeted audience is women, both single and married, and the focus is to 
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instill several positive attitudes such as patience, loyalty, honesty, and inspiration. This novel 

is well received by readers to the extent it has been revised and widely read in the country. 

The similarities between the two novels, ‘Ayat-Ayat Cinta 1’ (VL 1) and ‘Catatan 

Hati Seorang Istri 1’ (WHD 1) is that they both have a polygamy theme, are bestsellers, and 

also have an approximately the same number of readers. In addition, they have been adapted 

into films in Indonesia with numerous impacts on the social culture of readers regarding 

polygamy. For example, polygamy is not acceptable to Indonesian women. It is considered 

by public opinion to be appropriate, as observed in ‘Catatan Hati Seorang Istri 1’ (WHD 1) 

while, on the contrary, ‘Ayat-Ayat Cinta 1’ (VL 1) argues that it is not totally permissible. 

Basically, polygamy is usually presented from a negative perspective due to the hurtful 

feelings it has on the women, and, based on this background, this study was conducted to 

understand the cultural perspectives of the two novels on the issue.  

This study was conducted using a linguistic corpus approach to identify collocation, 

which is defined as a set of two or more phrases required to be learned as a whole and not 

partitioned from its components (Palmer, 1933). Collocation is further categorized based on 

semantic prosody theory into several types, and the method adopted in this study has been 

pointed out by several authors. For example, Hamilton, et al. (2007) researched “The 

Meaning of ‘Risk’: A View from Corpus Linguistics” and reported that through the use of 

semantics perspective, linguists have discovered the word ‘risk’, as both noun and verb, 

emphasizes actions, agents or protagonists, and poor results like loss of a precious asset. The 

Collins WordBanksOnline data also indicated the word has often been used in the context 

of health and disease while CANCODE showed it has negative semantic prosody even when 

it appeared to be neutral in other contexts. Moreover, another study by Yujie Su (2016) on 

“Corpus-Based Comparative Study of Intensifiers: Quite, Pretty, Rather, And Fairly” 
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explained that, in recent years, several computer technology systems, for instance, online 

writing correction are being used by Chinese college students for English language 

acquisition. However, there are no comparative systematic corpora such as English British 

National Corpus, Written English Corpus of Chinese Learner (WECCL), and Chinese 

Learner English Corpus (CLEC) developed for native Chinese learning English. 

Furthermore, Yuliawati, et al. (2017) researched ‘Pilihan Kata dan Konstruksi Perempuan 

Sunda dalam Majalah Manglè’ which is ‘The Word Selection and Construction of 

Sundanese Women in Manglè Magazine’ in English and the result showed several nouns 

were constructed to identify women and the lexical choices were strongly influenced by 

social and cultural contexts. 

These findings showed that collocation was discussed from the perspective of 

semantic prosody by using corpus linguistics. Therefore, this study employed the same 

approach to discuss the semantic prosody of the word "poligami" in the two novels with the 

same theme using corpus linguistics named AntConc. 

 

1.2 Research Objectives 

 The three general objectives of this study were to examine: 

1. The collocations of the word “poligami” in the novels. 

2. How semantic prosody classifies the collocation of the word “poligami” in the novels. 

3. The semantic prosody of the word “poligami,” which represents cultural perspectives 

in the novels using the culture linguistics theory. 
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1.3 Research Questions 

 Based on the background presented in the previous sections, the research questions 

formulated include: 

1. What are the collocations of the word “poligami” in the novels ‘Ayat-Ayat Cinta 1’ (VL 

1) and ‘Catatan Hati Seorang Istri 1’ (WHD 1)? 

2. How does the semantic prosody classify the collocation of the word “poligami” in the 

novels ‘Ayat-Ayat Cinta 1’ (VL 1) and ‘Catatan Hati Seorang Istri 1’ (WHD 1)?  

3. How does the semantic prosody of the word “poligami” represent cultural perspectives 

in the novels ‘Ayat-Ayat Cinta 1’ (VL 1) and ‘Catatan Hati Seorang Istri 1’ (WHD 1)? 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study  

This study is expected to provide both theoretical and practical benefits. From the 

theoretical perspective, the result has the ability to serve as a reference of linguistic research 

using a corpus tool and broaden other authors’ knowledge concerning the use of corpus in 

examining the collocation of words in a novel. Moreover, the analysis of the cultural 

perspectives is also able to serve as a foundation for other novels with different genres. 

However, from the practical perspective, the results are accurate due to the tool, AntConc, 

applied, and this same approach can be used in the future by academics or writers in 

conducting similar research on examining the collocation of words in a novel without 

manual filtering.  

 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

TESIS SEMANTIC PROSODY OF .... SHEILA WIJAYANTI




