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ABSTRACT 

 

The high number of cancer deaths caused by patient delay in conducting 

hospital treatment. One of the causes of such delays is the use of alternative 

medicine. This research is conducted to determine the characteristics and factors 

related to the search behavior of alternative medicine among cancer patients at 

Indonesian Cancer Foundation. This research is a analitic observational research 

with a cross sectional study design. The target of research is the entire patient who 

stayed at the Indonesian Cancer Foundation from February-April 2020, of 45 

patients who had been diagnosed with cancer, willing to be a respondent, and aged 

≥ 17 years. Data retrieval is obtained from questionnaires and interviews. The 

variables examined are the predisposing factors (gender, age, education, 

occupation, stage cancer, span of examination to health services, the duration of 

pain, family history), Enabling factors (distance of health services, income, health 

insurance), Reinforcing factors (family support and information resources). 

Analysis of research data using univariate analysis by using frequency tables and 

bivariate using Chi-Square or Fisher's Exact test. Based on the results of the study 

found that the related factors are the stage of cancer (p-value = 0,047), the time 

span of check into health services since the symptoms arise (p-value = 0,016), and 

the duration of pain (p-value = 0,034). This type of alternative treatment used the 

most is alternative medicine clinic with the method of prayer from people who are 

considered to have excess to cure the disease. Source of information about the most 

widely obtained alternative treatment from friends. The alternative treatment 

search behavior is influenced by several factors. 
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