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ABSTRACT 

THE LEVEL OF KNOWLEDGE OF DENTAL STUDENTS ABOUT 

LEUKOPLAKIA AS ORAL POTENTIALLY MALIGNANT DISORDERS 

 

 

Background: Oral cancer’s appearance begins with OPMD lesions progressing 

to malignancy and characterized by epithelial dysplasia. Potential for malignancy 

was found in non-homogeneous leukoplakia by 85% and homogeneous 

leukoplakia by 70%. This requires the dental students to recognize the lesion in 

oral cavity’s examination. Early detection of leukoplakia as OPMD lesion 

requires good knowledge of dental students to maintain the life’s quality of 

patients and increase patient survival rates. Purpose: Understanding the level of 

knowledge’s differences on dental students about leukoplakia as Oral Potentially 

Malignant Disorders. Methods: This research is observational analytic study 

using cross sectional design. Data are taken through questionnaire on the Google 

form. The sampling technique used is purposive sampling. Total score for the 

level of knowledge is divided into 3, namely high (9-12), medium (5-8), and low 

(0-4). Data are analyzed using SPSS version 25 for Windows using comparative 

analysis techniques through Mann Whitney test. Result: A total of 180 individuals 

completed the questionnaire. Most of the respondents (41.4%) were 22 years of 

age and the majority (81.1%) were female. 130 respondents (72.2%) have high 

level of knowledge, followed by respondents with medium level of knowledge that 

is 49 respondents (27.2%), and respondents with low level of knowledge as much 

as 1 respondent (0.6%). The results of Mann Whitney analysis showed p value = 

0.211. Conclusion: There is no significant difference between the level of 

knowledge of dental students in Airlangga University batch 2018 and batch 2019 

about leukoplakia as Oral Potentially Malignant Disorders lesion. 
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