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ROLE OF THE MASSETER MUSCLE TOWARDS CRANIOFACIAL 

GROWTH PATTERNS AND MALOCCLUSION 

ABSTRACT 

Background: Mastication is one of the most important role of stomatognathic 

system which involves masticatory muscle as an active component. Continuous 

muscle contractions suspected to have an impact on craniofacial features during 

growth which leads to malocclusion Objective: To get an overview of the role of 

masseter of muscle towards craniofacial growth  and malocclusion. Methods: 

Literature sources used to prepare articles through several databases with 

descriptions related to masticatory; masseter; dental arch; malocclusion; and 

craniofacial growth. Results: The study shows that masseter muscle activity plays 

a major role to determined craniofacial features Conclusion: Masticatory muscle 

malfunctions leads to an abnormal craniofacial growth and increases the tendency 

of malocclusion 

Keywords: Masticatory, Masseter, Dental arch, Craniofacial growth, 

Malocclusion


