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DENTAL BELLIEF DESCRIPTION AS A RISK FACTOR FOR THE 

FORMATION OF DENTAL FEAR IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHILDREN 

AGE  9-12 YEARS  

ABSTRACT 

Background: The fear of dental care is a phenomenon that often arises. Mothers have 

a major influence on the development of their children, and are considered to be one 

of the causes of dental fear in children. Parents, especially mothers who experience 

dental fear, have the potential for their children to experience dental fear as well. the 

causes of this dental fear vary and can stem from the mother's dental beliefs. Purpose: 

to determine the description of maternal dental belief as a risk factor for the formation 

of dental fear in elementary school children aged 9-12 years. Methods: Respondents 

in this study were pairs of mothers and children aged 9-12 years. This research is a 

descriptive observational research based on the time of the study including cross 

sectional. The first stage of this research is to analyze the data to assess the form of the 

parents' dental belief model with the formation of dental fear in children. Parents' 

dental belief was measured using a modified Dental Belief Scale from the health belief 

model theory, and children's dental fear was measured using the Children Fear Survey 

Schedule-Dental Subscale (CFSS-DS). Results: Mothers who had good perceived 

susceptibility and severity, their children experienced dental fear, and for other 

dimensions, mothers who had poor perceived benefits, perceived barriers, cues to 

action, and self-efficacy also experienced dental fear. Conclusion: Children who 

experience dental fear do not necessarily come from mothers who have good dental 

beliefs. However, it could come from mothers who have bad dental beliefs in children 

aged 9-12 years 

Keywords: children aged 9-12 years, dental belief, dental fear. 
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