
i 
 

Racism in Twelve Years a Slave (2013):  

  A Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) - Historical 

Approach 

A THESIS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written by: 

Dwi Pratiwi / 121311223018 

 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF HUMANITY 

UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA 

2015 

 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI RACISM IN TWELVE... DWI PRATIWI



ii 
 

Racism in Twelve Years a Slave (2013): 

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) - Historical Approach 

 

A THESIS  

 

 

Submitted as partial Fulfillment of the requirements for the Sarjana degree 

of English Department Faculty of Humanities Universitas Airlangga  

 

 

 

 

 

 

By 

DWI PRATIWI 

NIM: 121311223018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES 

UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA 

SURABAYA 

 2015 

 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI RACISM IN TWELVE... DWI PRATIWI



iii 
 

Declaration 

This thesis is submitted as a partial fulfilment of the degree Sarjana Humaniora 

(S.Hum.) of the English Department, Faculty of Humanities Universitas 

Airlangga. Hereby, I confirm the following point.  

1. This thesis is entirely my own work. 

2. It is not copied from any other person’s work (published or unpublished)  

3. I do not use the services of any professional agencies to produce this thesis 

4. It has not previously submitted for assesment either at Universitas 

Airlangga or elsewhere.  

5. Any text, tables, figure data or other material copied from other sourcing 

(including, but not limited to, books, papers and the internet) have been clearly 

acknowledge and referenced in the text. These details are also confirmed by a 

fuller reference in the references at the end of the text. 

I understand that breaching any or all the above points will results in the  

withdrawal of the awarded degree and disciplinary action in accrodance with the 

regulation at Universitas Airlangga.  

 

 

       Surabaya, 11 July 2015 

 

 Dwi Pratiwi 

 

 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI RACISM IN TWELVE... DWI PRATIWI



iv 
 

 

 

 

Dedicated 

No Matter where are you From That Your Dreams are Valid- Lupita Nyong’o 

The Hard Work, Hard Pray and Belief are the Things that Really Important to 

Finish the Battle. 

Thus, I dedicate this thesis to a person who never gives up reaching the dream 

where ever you are! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI RACISM IN TWELVE... DWI PRATIWI



v 
 

Approved to be examined 

Surabaya, 27 July 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thesis advisor, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mgr. Puguh Budi Susetiyo, S.Hum 

NIK. 139090993 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Head of English Department, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dra. Lilla Musyahda, M.Pd. 

NIP. 196612102007012001 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES 

UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA  

SURABAYA 

2015 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI RACISM IN TWELVE... DWI PRATIWI



vi 
 

This thesis has been approved and accepted by the Borad of Examiners,      

English Department Faculty of Humanity, Universitas Airlangga 

 

Surabaya, 27 July 2015 

 

 

The Examiners are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christinawati, Dra.,M.Si 

NIP. 195712251985032002 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dewi Meyrasyawati, M.A.,M.Hum 

NIP. 197205152005012001 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mgr. Puguh Budi Susetiyo, S.Hum 

NIK. 139090993 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES 

UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA 

SURABAYA 

2015 

 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI RACISM IN TWELVE... DWI PRATIWI



vii 
 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

First of all, thanks to ALLAH S.W.T for His mercy and guidance in giving 

me full-strength to complete my thesis. Even facing with some difficulties in 

completing this, I still managed to complete well, then a lot of thanks to my 

advisor mgr. Puguh Budi Susetyo, S.Hum for all of his support and guidance in 

helping me to finish my thesis that really tested my abilities mentally and 

physically. Third, thanks to my beloved parent my father, Mr Suprayogo and My 

mother Mrs Wartini. Thank you so much for your affection, advices, guidance, 

instruction and help in all my life, your love is beyond any words.  

Then I want to express my sincere thanks to my second advisor, Mr Kukuh 

Karnanta who supported and guided me with his worthy, correction and 

suggestion to improve the quality of thesis.  The following thanks are directed to 

Ms. Diah Ariani Arimbi, Ph.D, who always becomes my inspiration as well as 

advice and guides me to finish my thesis.  

Special appreciation to Solomon Northup who wrote the story of Twelve 

Years a Slave book. Then, thank you for Steven McQueen that delivered the book 

to the film so I could analyze the story. In addition, grateful acknowledgement to 

all of my friends who never give up in giving me their support in all aspects of 

life. Thank you very much my friends, I will never forget all of your kindness.  

                                                                Surabaya, 27 July 2015         Sincerely, 

Dwi Pratiwi  

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI RACISM IN TWELVE... DWI PRATIWI



viii 
 

 

MOTTO 

 

Racism must be understood as ideology, structure, and process in which 

inequality inherent in the wider social structure is related in a deterministic way, 

to biological and culture factors attributed to those who are seen as different ‘race’ 

or ethnic group.  

          

                                                                                       (Eseed, 1991:43) 

 

In investigating historical and political topics and texts, the discourse historical 

approach attempts to integrate much available knowledge about the discursive 

‘event’ are embedded. Further, it analyses the historical fields in which of 

discursive action by exploring the ways in which particular genres of discourse 

are subject to diachronic change. 

                                                                   

                                                                     (Wodak et al.,1990Wodak et al.,1994) 
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