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INTRODUCTION

Marriage contract is a contract between a man and an unmarried woman where there is an agreement in terms of
marriage and dowry. lf there is no agreement of period and dowry, the marriage is considerid invalid. Marriage
contract is interpreted by Muslim clerics as being free from the presumption of fomication. Religious
interpretation postulates that legalized marriage contract is for the purpose of protecting women. Howevei, the
interpretations of the clerics who are all male are only beneficial to men but at the.*peri" of women. In Kalisat
Village, Rembang sub-district, Pasuruan and in Warungkaleng region in South and North Tugu, Cisarua
subdistrict, Bogor, almost in every house, a woman with such a marriage is found, and health service units
which are c:lose to the local people are public health centers (PHCs). PHCs serve general ancl reproductive
health services. When womcn complain about their reproductive health, they will 

"o-L 
to clinics. It ieems that

not much can be done by health staffs in those health centers, given the limited availability of medicines, lack of
understanding about women's reproductive health, and women's tendency to regard their complaints as
unimportant. This article investigates process of a marriage contract, backgrounds of women who had
experienced it, and reproductive health rights of women under a marriage contract.

RESEARCH METHOD

Employing descriptive qualitative method, the research was conducted in Pasuruan, East Java and Bogor, West
Java, Indonesia. The selection of the research contexts was done purposively. Data collection consisted of
observations and in-depth interviews. In-depth interview encompasses the view of women who have done
marriage contract against their own reproductive health as well as the discourse of fy,ais (Muslim clerics)
against the marriage that impacts on health. The researchers conducted in-depth
interviews with I I2 (one hundred (seventy six) women who have done marriage contract
that impacts on women's reproductive kvais that have knowledge about marriage contract, 6 (six)
brokers, 4 (four) villa guards, a (four) guides, l0 (ten) motorcycle drivers, 2 (two) doctors, a (four)
midwifes who control reproductive health women who have done marriage contract

RESULT AND DISCUSSION /*Ft"*" Z
The results of this study indicate that the marriage contract is conducted as sirri (unregistered) marriage in Islam
where there is an iiab qobul (maniage consent) consisting of a man, a woman, a wiiness, and also i penghutu
(Muslim leader). A man from outside the village who wants a marriage contract has a more complicated
process' Faotors underlying the marriage are lack of formal education, Kyais who allow marriage contrait under
the pretext of legalizing sexual relations of men and women, and cultural factors where the -urriug" has been
practiced for generations and entrenched in the consciousness of the community. Marriage contract in Indonesia
shares some similarities with marriages in a number of developing countries where women are considered as a
merchandise.

Several studies about marriage in many countries (Bravo et al., 2014: Shechtman and Lemennicier 1999;
Dalmia, 2004; Brown et a\.,2006). Marriage contract is a disadvantage to women as it does not allow women to
obtain a quality marriage. Allendrof er al (2012) explored the determinant factors of marital quality in Chitwan
Valley, Nepal. This research found that gender, education, spouse choice, and marital durations are the most
important factors that determine marital quality.

|CoCSPA2019
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The dift'erence is that the marriage oontract in lndonesia is temporary or on a certain agreed duration, whish
causes negative effeots on the reproductive health of women. ttri findings of this study iidioate that despite all
the rituals of marriage sontract which are executed according to their conceptual direciions, the idea for iaving
the marriage remains initiated bv the intentiotrlfg tf the idea of marriage comes from th" *o-"n, it placeimenasprotectorS.rre@lacesmeninadecisiveposition.Factorsunderlyingthe
marriage contract are due to economic, education. religion and cultural factors. The main objective of all
marriage contract cases is to provide sexual intercourse for men with agreed material rewards for women. The
main reason why these women are willing to be married temporarily is to meet their needs. Lacking of formal
education, religious scholars who allow the marriage oontract underihe pretext oflegalizing sexual relations of
men and women and cultural factors where the marriage has been practice<I f<rr geniratign"s and entrenched in
the consciousness of the community, confirm the existence of such a marriage. prJgnancy, birth and presence of
children born in a marriage contract are part of the agreement. Women do not fully-have control over her
reproductive rights in the marriage contract. If the reproductive rights are not part olthe agreement made by
couples involved in the marriage, the man party does not need to comply.

CONCLUSIONS

ln the marriage contract. rep.rocluctive rights of women are not in control of the women themselves; rather, they
need to be considered by the male partner. lt was proved that women do not fully have control over their
reproductive rights in the marriage contract. Poverty and lack of education of women in such marriage of course
impact on the low level of awareness of the importance of understanding the reproductive consciousness. The
need to know that the reproductive health is not a priority, because they are more focused on working for the
sake of survival.
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