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Research Square <info@researchsquare.com> Mon, Nov 29, 2021 at 5:44 AM

To: "Dr. Ratna Dwi Wulandari" <ratna-d-w@fkm.unair.ac.id>

Dear Dr. Ratna Dwi Wulandari,

Welcome to your Research Square Dashboard, where you can track the status of your manuscript Hospital utilization in
Indonesia in 2018: Do urban-rural disparities exist? that is under consideration at BMC Health Services Research. To
access your Dashboard and start tracking the progress of your manuscript through peer review, you must first set your
password.

Set password

Please note that the peer review process, including all editorial communications, will continue through the manuscript
tracking system. All queries about your manuscript’s peer review process should be directed to the journal.

Let us know if you have any questions or feedback - we’d love to hear from you.
Best,

The Research Square Team
Research Square
A preprint platform that makes research communication faster, fairer, and more useful.

This email has been sent to by Research Square.

Privacy policy

Contact us

Research Square Platform, LLC is a company registered in the United States under Federal Employer Identification
Number (FEIN) 82-4431595 with its registered office at 601 West Main Street, Durham, North Carolina, USA

© 2021 Research Square Platform, LLC. All rights reserved.
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Ratna Dwi Wulandari <ratna-d-w@fkm.unair.ac.id>

BMC Health Services Research <bmchealthservicesresearch@biomedcentral.com> Thu, Feb 10’32.?22%,:/}

To: ratna-d-w@fkm.unair.ac.id
Ref: Submission ID 3de7b7bc-0635-4f4e-9e03-be166d6a743a
Dear Dr Wulandari,
Re: "Hospital utilization in Indonesia in 2018: Do urban-rural disparities exist?"

We are pleased to let you know that your manuscript has now passed through the review stage and is ready for revision.
Many manuscripts require a round of revisions, so this is a normal but important stage of the editorial process.

Editor comments
Please address all the reviewers concerns below.

To ensure the Editor and Reviewers will be able to recommend that your revised manuscript is accepted, please pay
careful attention to each of the comments that have been pasted underneath this email. This way we can avoid future
rounds of clarifications and revisions, moving swiftly to a decision.

Once you have addressed each comment and completed each step listed below, please log in here with the same email
you used to submit your manuscript to upload the revised submission and final file:

https://submission.nature.com/submit-revision/3de7b7bc-0635-4f4e-9e03-be166d6a743a

Alternatively, please visit https://researcher.nature.com/your-submissions to upload your revised submission and to track
progress of any other submissions you might have.

CHECKLIST FOR SUBMITTING YOUR REVISION

1. Please upload a point-by-point response to the comments, including a description of any additional experiments that
were carried out and a detailed rebuttal of any criticisms or requested revisions that you disagreed with. This must be
uploaded as a 'Point-by-point response to reviewers' file.

Please note that we operate a transparent peer review process, where we publish reviewers’ reports with the article,
together with any responses that you make to reviewers or the handling Editor.

2. Please highlight all the amends on your manuscript or indicate them by using tracked changes.

3. Check the format for revised manuscripts in our submission guidelines, making sure you pay particular attention to the
figure resolution requirements:

https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/submission-guidelines

Finally, if you have been asked to improve the language or presentation of your manuscript and would like the assistance
of paid editing services, we can recommend our affiliates, Nature Research Editing Service: https://authorservices.
springernature.com/language-editing/ and American Journal Experts: https://www.aje.com/go/springernature

Please note that use of an editing service is neither a requirement nor a guarantee of publication. Free assistance is
available from our resources page: https://www.springernature.com/gp/researchers/campaigns/english-language-
forauthors

To support the continuity of the peer review process, we recommend returning your manuscript to us within 14 days. If
you think you will need additional time, please let us know and we will aim to respond within 48 hours.

Kind regards,
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Cristian Meghea
Editorial Board Member
BMC Health Services Research

Reviewer Comments:

Reviewer 1

This is a well done study examining differences in health/hospital care utilization between rural and urban areas in
Indonesia. The data and methods are adequate to address this specific purpose. There is a major issue confounding
interpretation of the results. The authors should provide information (and if possible include) a measure of health status
in the the analysis if possible both in Table 1 and in Table 3.

If the people living in the rural areas have a healthier lifestyle and adequate food even though they are less wealthy they
may have a higher health status than urban and more wealthy residents . It would be helpful to address this in the
analysis OR at least acknowledge the lack of adjustment for health status. Yes, agree the analysis DOES show a
disparity but is that a policy problem? Perhaps the rural residents are healthier and don't need hospital care. | would be
very interested in an analysis that added a measure of self reported health (SRH) status each geographic to the
regression model. In essence | am suggesting that the model is an under specified model related to predicting hospital
utilization. Please do this or address this as a limitation in the discussion of limitations.

SRH is often assessed by a single-item health measure with five options: “very good,” “good,” “fair,” “bad,” and “very
bad.” and is a reasonable way to include a measure of the health of the person in an analysis. https://bmcpublichealth.
biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/1471-2458-13-320

Actually one should want a population to have a healthy lifestyle, get appropriate preventive care and outpatient
treatment and make LITTLE use of hospital care. High hospital care use could mean the health system for the
population is not doing a good job of providing outpatient /ambulatory care.

Reviewer 2
The authors explore the urban/rural differences in hospital utilization in Indonesia.

Some suggestions to improve the manuscript:

1- | suggest rewording the interpretation of the Odds Ratios. For example, in the abstract, instead of using the word
"chance", | recommend saying: the odds of using an inpatient facility in an urban area is 1.493 times the odds of of
using an inpatient facility in a rural area. And same throughout the rest of the paper when interpreting the results in terms
of Odds Ratios.

2- | suggest citing the papers that have been referred to in the background review. Such as : "Several studies widely
documented disparities in health services in studies in various countries. " Please cite the several papers you are
referring to. or "One previous study in Indonesia that analyzed healthcare utilization among children under five found that
children living in rural areas and from low-income families tended to choose primary health centers. " Whenever you
report a finding from a previous study, please cite the paper(s) at the end of that sentence.

3- | recommend adding a paragraph at the end of the introduction that summarizes the gaps in the literature and how this
paper contributes to addressing those gaps.

4-For the exposure variable, | recommend using "residence" instead of "housing".

5- The results section needs to be written more carefully. Since the outcome variable is binary (hospital use Yes/No), and
main independent variable of interest is urban/rural residence, the results need to be interpreted in Odds Ratios as
mentioned in comment #1 above.

6- For table 3, | recommend using the largest group as the reference group (ex. marital status, work, wealth). For
example, for wealth, if the Middle group is the largest, | suggest using that group as the reference.

7- For the discussion section, instead of repeating the findings from the results section, | suggest presenting underlying
meaning of your research, note possible implications in other areas of study, and explore possible improvements that can
be made in order to further develop the concerns of your research.

| recommend a revise and review.
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BMC Health Services Research <bmchealthservicesresearch@biomedcentral.com> Thu, Mar 31 22332%,2,:;
To: ratna-d-w@fkm.unair.ac.id

Ref: Submission ID 3de7b7bc-0635-4f4e-9e03-be166d6a743a

Dear Dr Wulandari,

Re: "Hospital utilization in Indonesia in 2018: Do urban-rural disparities exist?"

We're delighted to let you know that your manuscript has been accepted for publication in BMC Health Services
Research.

Editor comments
The final set of revisions are satisfactory

Prior to publication, our production team will check the format of your manuscript to ensure that it conforms to the
standards of the journal. They will be in touch shortly to request any necessary changes, or to confirm that none are
needed.

Checking the proofs

Once we've prepared your paper for publication, you will receive a proof. At this stage, please check that the author list
and affiliations are correct. For the main text, only errors that have been introduced during the production process, or
those that directly compromise the scientific integrity of the paper, may be corrected.

Please make sure that only one author communicates with us and that only one set of corrections is returned. As the
corresponding (or nominated) author, you are responsible for the accuracy of all content, including spelling of names and
current affiliations.

To ensure prompt publication, your proofs should be returned within two working days.

Publication policies

Acceptance of your manuscript is conditional on all authors agreeing to our publication policies at:
https://www.biomedcentral.com/getpublished/editorial-policies

Please note that we operate a transparent peer review process, where we publish reviewers’ reports with the article,
together with any responses that you may have made to reviewers or the handling Editor.

Article Processing Charge

You will shortly receive an email asking you to confirm your institutional affiliation and arrange payment of your article-
processing charge (APC), if applicable. To find out more about APCs, visit our support portal: https://support.
springernature.com/en/support/solutions/6000138386

Once again, thank you for choosing BMC Health Services Research, and we look forward to publishing your article.
Kind regards,

Cristian Meghea

Editorial Board Member
BMC Health Services Research
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P.S. If you wish to co-submit a data note to be published in BMC Research Notes (https://bmcresnotes.
biomedcentral.com/about/introducing-data-notes) you can do so by visiting our submission portal
http://www.editorialmanager.com/resn/. Data notes support open data (https://www.springernature.com/gp/open-
research/open-data) and help authors to comply with funder policies on data sharing. Please note that this additional
service is entirely optional.
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