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Research Square <info@researchsquare.com> Thu, May 5, 2022 at 5:59 AM
To: "Dr. Ratna Dwi Wulandari" <ratna-d-w@fkm.unair.ac.id>

Dear Dr. Ratna Dwi Wulandari,

Congratulations on your manuscript submission to BMC Public Health. In partnership with Springer Nature, Research
Square provides a private dashboard, where you can track the status of your manuscript (Information Clarity about Covid-
19 in Indonesia: Does media exposure matter?) that is under consideration at BMC Public Health. To access your
dashboard and start tracking the progress of your manuscript through peer review, please log in to your account:

Log in to your account

Although you chose not to share your manuscript as a preprint when you submitted it to the journal, you can still do so
through your dashboard. Preprints are given a DOI and posted permanently online on Research Square, allowing for
more collaboration opportunities, earlier citations, and community comments. If you are interested in this option, log in via
the link above and then select "Post My Preprint".

Please note that the peer review process, including all editorial communications, will continue through the journal where
you submitted your manuscript. All queries about the peer review process should be directed to the journal.

Let us know if you have any questions or feedback - we'd love to hear from you.

Sincerely,

The Research Square Team
Research Square
A preprint platform that makes research communication faster, fairer, and more useful.

This email has been sent to by Research Square.
Privacy policy
Contact us
Research Square Platform, LLC is a company registered in the United States under Federal Employer Identification
Number (FEIN) 82-4431595 with its registered office at 601 West Main Street, Durham, North Carolina, USA
© 2022 Research Square Platform, LLC. All rights reserved.
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BMC Public Health <bmcpublichealth@biomedcentral.com> Mon, Jul 18, 2022 at 1:48 PM
To: ratna-d-w@fkm.unair.ac.id

Ref: Submission ID ed7ecafd-48f4-4c41-8947-b905bc3f566a

Dear Dr Wulandari,

Re: "Information Clarity about Covid-19 in Indonesia: Does media exposure matter?"

We are pleased to let you know that your manuscript has now passed through the review stage and is ready for revision.
Many manuscripts require a round of revisions, so this is a normal but important stage of the editorial process.

Editor comments
Thank you for submitting your work to BMC Public Health.

The editors and reviewers found it very interesting, but there were substantial limitations raised. We have attached them
at the end of this email.

Therefore, we would like to deliver a "revise" decision.

In this case, your paper is not accepted for publication in its current form.

If you can fully address these issues and concerns, we are interested in reviewing a revised version of the manuscript.

To ensure the Editor and Reviewers will be able to recommend that your revised manuscript is accepted, please pay
careful attention to each of the comments that have been pasted underneath this email. This way we can avoid future
rounds of clarifications and revisions, moving swiftly to a decision.

Once you have addressed each comment and completed each step listed below, please log in here with the same email
you used to submit your manuscript to upload the revised submission and final file:

https://submission.nature.com/submit-revision/ed7ecafd-48f4-4c41-8947-b905bc3f566a

Alternatively, please visit https://researcher.nature.com/your-submissions to upload your revised submission and to track
progress of any other submissions you might have.

CHECKLIST FOR SUBMITTING YOUR REVISION

1. Please upload a point-by-point response to the comments, including a description of any additional experiments that
were carried out and a detailed rebuttal of any criticisms or requested revisions that you disagreed with. This must be
uploaded as a 'Point-by-point response to reviewers' file.

Please note that we operate a transparent peer review process, where we publish reviewers’ reports with the article,
together with any responses that you make to reviewers or the handling Editor.

2. Please highlight all the amends on your manuscript or indicate them by using tracked changes.

3. Check the format for revised manuscripts in our submission guidelines, making sure you pay particular attention to the
figure resolution requirements:

https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/submission-guidelines

Finally, if you have been asked to improve the language or presentation of your manuscript and would like the assistance
of paid editing services, we can recommend our affiliates, Nature Research Editing Service: https://authorservices.
springernature.com/language-editing/ and American Journal Experts: https://www.aje.com/go/springernature

https://submission.nature.com/submit-revision/ed7ecafd-48f4-4c41-8947-b905bc3f566a
https://researcher.nature.com/your-submissions
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/submission-guidelines
https://authorservices.springernature.com/language-editing/
https://www.aje.com/go/springernature


4/7/23, 2:16 PM Airlangga University Mail - BMC Public Health: Decision on your manuscript

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=f3f4d248ad&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1738672067793719333&simpl=msg-f:1738672067793719333 2/3

Please note that use of an editing service is neither a requirement nor a guarantee of publication. Free assistance is
available from our resources page: https://www.springernature.com/gp/researchers/campaigns/english-language-
forauthors

To support the continuity of the peer review process, we recommend returning your manuscript to us within 14 days. If
you think you will need additional time, please let us know and we will aim to respond within 48 hours.

Kind regards,

Seung Won Lee
Editorial Board Member
BMC Public Health

Reviewer Comments:

Reviewer 1
First and foremost, I wish to congratulate the authors for shedding light on such an interesting topic in a timely fashion.
The study focuses on examining the relationship between people’s media exposure and their “information clarity” in the
context of COVID-19. Please find my comments below and respond to them sufficiently, as I believe answering these
concerns could help the authors further enhance their work, and in turn, the readers better appreciate the study.

Introduction

The introduction section is not closely aligned with the research question or the findings of the study. For instance, though
information clarity is the study focus, it is barely mentioned in the introduction. Please improve this section accordingly.

Methods

There is a high presence of “Public servants/army/police” work type among the participants—over 70%. Could the
authors please shed light on whether and to what extent is this participant characteristic in line with the general public?
Also, is the low presence of young people (e.g., 2.7% 18-24 years old) in the study representative of the national reality?
How the near-absence of youths might influence the overall pattern of media consumption of the participants, especially
that of social media?

On a related note, could the authors please briefly describe the study population, which could help the readers
understand why they and the rest of the world should pay close attention to the current study?

Please shed light on whether the variable “media exposure” was used to gauge media exposure to COVID-19 information
or media exposure in general? Also, please elaborate on how was accidental exposure to COVID-19 information, such as
facts or fake news received from social contacts in-person or on social media, measured or treated.

Why is the duration of media exposure—which is arguably a more rigorous measurement than the frequency of media
exposure—not measured/reported? This issue needs to be carefully addressed throughout the manuscript, including the
“Study Limitation” section.

Please provide detailed conceptual definitions of the key variables studied. This is particularly relevant to the variable
“information clarity”, which can be easily confused with “information accuracy”. Also, why the term “perceived information
clarity” is not used to describe the phenomenon?

Results

A recurring concern I have is that the differences between perceived “information clarity” and “information accuracy” are
not clearly discussed. This issue needs to be constructively addressed. As, essentially, people could have great
information clarity, yet poor information accuracy, and vice versa. For instance, conspiracy theory creators and spreaders
can have great clarity in their media practices, yet the information they consume or spread could be completely
inaccurate. Please address this issue thoroughly.

What is the role of religion in the participants’ media exposure and perceived information clarity?

Discussion & Conclusion

Please shed light on how this study—an investigation on “information clarity”, could contribute to the theoretical
landscape around the dynamics between COVID-19 and the media environment.

https://www.springernature.com/gp/researchers/campaigns/english-language-forauthors
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Indonesia is the most populous Muslim-majority country. Could the authors please shed light on how the study findings
are relevant to other Muslim/Asian countries and the world in general? I also wonder if the implications of the current
research could be presented in a way that ensures it stays relevant to future researchers post-COVID.

Some minor points. Please ensure references are sufficiently cited where factual information is mentioned (e.g., the
Introduction section, second paragraph).

Reviewer 2
I read it with great interest.
#1. Please mention the hypothesis in introduction.
#2. Please mention this sentence "A p-value less than 0.05 is considered to be statistically significant,"
#3. Please cite the statistical guideline such as DOI: https://doi.org/10.54724/lc.2022.e1 and DOI:
https://doi.org/10.54724/lc.2022.e1.
#4.  In Table 1 and 2. Please show number of each category with %.
i.e.) 47.5% -> 3222 (47.5%)
#5. This is an excellent paper.

https://doi.org/10.54724/lc.2022.e1
https://doi.org/10.54724/lc.2022.e1.#4
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BMC Public Health <bmcpublichealth@biomedcentral.com> Fri, Aug 5, 2022 at 12:40 PM
To: ratna-d-w@fkm.unair.ac.id

Ref: Submission ID ed7ecafd-48f4-4c41-8947-b905bc3f566a

Dear Dr Wulandari,

Re: "Information Clarity about Covid-19 in Indonesia: Does media exposure matter?"

We're delighted to let you know that your manuscript has been accepted for publication in BMC Public Health.

Editor comments

Thank you for submitting your work to BMC Public Health.

We found the well-explained point-by-point response and improved manuscript

Therefore, we would like to deliver an "accept" decision.

In this case, your paper is accepted for publication in its current form.

Prior to publication, our production team will check the format of your manuscript to ensure that it conforms to the
standards of the journal. They will be in touch shortly to request any necessary changes, or to confirm that none are
needed.

Checking the proofs

Once we've prepared your paper for publication, you will receive a proof. At this stage, please check that the author list
and affiliations are correct. For the main text, only errors that have been introduced during the production process, or
those that directly compromise the scientific integrity of the paper, may be corrected.

Please make sure that only one author communicates with us and that only one set of corrections is returned. As the
corresponding (or nominated) author, you are responsible for the accuracy of all content, including spelling of names and
current affiliations.

To ensure prompt publication, your proofs should be returned within two working days.

Publication policies

Acceptance of your manuscript is conditional on all authors agreeing to our publication policies at:
https://www.biomedcentral.com/getpublished/editorial-policies

Please note that we operate a transparent peer review process, where we publish reviewers’ reports with the article,
together with any responses that you may have made to reviewers or the handling Editor.

Article Processing Charge

You will shortly receive an email asking you to confirm your institutional affiliation and arrange payment of your article-
processing charge (APC), if applicable. To find out more about APCs, visit our support portal: https://support.
springernature.com/en/support/solutions/6000138386

Once again, thank you for choosing BMC Public Health, and we look forward to publishing your article.

Kind regards,

https://www.biomedcentral.com/getpublished/editorial-policies
https://support.springernature.com/en/support/solutions/6000138386
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Seung Won Lee
Editorial Board Member
BMC Public Health

Reviewer Comments:

Reviewer 1
 Congratulations and well done. My recommendation is "Accept".

Reviewer 2
I have no further comments.

P.S. If you wish to co-submit a data note to be published in BMC Research Notes (https://bmcresnotes.
biomedcentral.com/about/introducing-data-notes) you can do so by visiting our submission portal
http://www.editorialmanager.com/resn/. Data notes support open data (https://www.springernature.com/gp/open-
research/open-data) and help authors to comply with funder policies on data sharing. Please note that this additional
service is entirely optional.

https://bmcresnotes.biomedcentral.com/about/introducing-data-notes
http://www.editorialmanager.com/resn/
https://www.springernature.com/gp/open-research/open-data

