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Dear Dr. Fahmi: 

Your manuscript has been successfully transferred to ACS Omega. 

Please reference the above manuscript ID in all future correspondence. If there are any changes in your contact
information, please log in to ACS Paragon Plus with your ACS ID at http://paragonplus.acs.org/login and select "Edit
Your Profile" to update that information. 

You can view the status of your manuscript by selecting the tab labeled “My Authoring Activity" in ACS Paragon Plus
after logging in to http://paragonplus.acs.org/login. 

Journal Publishing Agreement and Copyright  

Upon acceptance, ACS Publications will require the corresponding author to sign and submit a Journal Publishing
Agreement. This agreement gives authors a number of rights regarding the use of their manuscripts. At acceptance,
the corresponding author will receive an email linking through to the Journal Publishing Agreement Wizard, which
helps you select the most appropriate license for your manuscript. 

For more information please see: https://pubs.acs.org/page/copyright/journals/jpa_faqs.html 

ACS Authoring Services 

Did you know that ACS provides authoring services to help scientists prepare their manuscripts and communicate
their research more effectively? Trained chemists with field-specific expertise are available to edit your manuscript for
grammar, spelling, and other language errors, and our figure services can help you increase the visual impact of your
research. 

Visit https://authoringservices.acs.org to see how we can help you! Please note that the use of these services does
not guarantee that your manuscript will be accepted for publication. 

Thank you for submitting your manuscript to ACS Omega. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Krishna Ganesh and Dr. Deqing Zhang 
ACS Omega 
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As an author or reviewer for ACS Publications, we may send you communications about related journals, topics or
products and services from the American Chemical Society. Please email us at Pubsupdates@acs.org if you do not
want to receive these. Note, you will still receive updates about your manuscripts, reviews, or future invitations to
review.    
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Author(s): Wibrianto, Aswandi; Sianturi, Jefry; Ulfa, Desita; Aung, Yu Yu; Kwee, Yaung; Sakti, Satya; Irzaman, Irzaman; Yuliarto,
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COVID-19 Support: Please visit the following website to access important information for ACS authors and reviewers during the
COVID-19 crisis: https://axial.acs.org/2020/03/25/chemists-covid-19-coronavirus/

We are flexible in these unprecedented times affecting the global research community.  If you need more time to complete
authoring or reviewing tasks, please contact the editorial office and request an extension.

Dear Dr. Fahmi:

Thank you for submitting your manuscript to ACS Omega, a multidisciplinary, open access journal for the publication of original and
scientifically valid research. The journal offers expedited editorial decision-making and immediate open availability. Authors can
rapidly publish their important research results and broadly distribute them to the global scientific community. Please note that there
are publishing charges associated with this journal. Details can be found at http://acsopenscience.org. Should your manuscript be
accepted, you will be required to pay for the Article Publishing Charges prior to publication. Authors may qualify for discounts.
Article Publishing Charges are waived for invited Editorials and Perspectives.

"Comparison Direct synthesis hyaluronic acid-based carbon nanodots as dual active targeting and imaging of HeLa tumor cells"
has been examined by expert reviewers.  In its current form, your manuscript is not suitable for publication in ACS Omega. The
reviewers have raised points that require significant consideration. However, with an adequate point-by-point response and the
appropriate revisions, your paper may become acceptable for publication.

We would like to receive your revision no later than 26-Apr-2021. The revision should address the reviewers’ comments and
include a point-by-point response. Your manuscript will be subject to further peer review.

Please note that you will receive a follow-up message within 24 hours describing the non-scientific changes you must make to your
manuscript before you submit the revision.

To revise your manuscript, log into ACS Paragon Plus with your ACS ID at http://paragonplus.acs.org/login and select "My
Authoring Activity".  There you will find your manuscript title listed under "Revisions Requested by Editorial Office."  Your original
files are available to you when you upload your revised manuscript.  If you are replacing files, please remove the old version of the
file from the manuscript before uploading the new file.

When submitting your revised manuscript through ACS Paragon Plus, you will be able to respond to the comments made by the
reviewer(s) in the text box provided or by attaching a file containing your detailed responses to all of the points raised by the
reviewers.

Please upload manuscript file that is free of any annotations or highlights.

Funding Sources: Authors are required to report ALL funding sources and grant/award numbers relevant to this manuscript. Enter
all sources of funding for ALL authors relevant to this manuscript in BOTH the Open Funder Registry tool in ACS Paragon Plus and
in the manuscript to meet this requirement. See http://pubs.acs.org/page/4authors/funder_options.html for complete instructions.

ORCID: Authors submitting manuscript revisions are required to provide their own validated ORCID iDs before completing the
submission, if an ORCID iD is not already associated with their ACS Paragon Plus user profiles. This iD may be provided during
original manuscript submission or when submitting the manuscript revision. You can provide only your own ORCID iD, a unique
researcher identifier. If your ORCID iD is not already validated and associated with your ACS Paragon Plus user profile, you may
do so by following the ORCID-related links in the Email/Name section of your ACS Paragon Plus account. All authors are
encouraged to register for and associate their own ORCID iDs with their ACS Paragon Plus profiles. The ORCID iD will be
displayed in the published article for any author on a manuscript who has a validated ORCID iD associated with ACS Paragon Plus
when the manuscript is accepted. Learn more at http://www.orcid.org.
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In publishing only original research, ACS is committed to deterring plagiarism, including self-plagiarism. ACS Publications uses
Crossref Similarity Check Powered by iThenticate to screen submitted manuscripts for similarity to published material, and other
software to screen previous submissions to ACS journals. Note that your manuscript may be screened during the submission
process.

We look forward to seeing your paper in ACS Omega.

Sincerely,

Prof. Johan Hofkens
Associate Editor
ACS Omega
Phone: +3216327804
Email: hofkens-office@omega.acs.org
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Reviewer(s)' Comments to Author:

Reviewer: 1

Recommendation: Publish after minor revisions.

Comments:
Comments on the paper entitled “Comparison Direct synthesis hyaluronic acid-based carbon nanodots as dual active targeting and
imaging of HeLa tumor cells”.

Manuscript ID:  ao-2021-012873

Authors:        Aswandi Wibrianto, Jefry S. Sianturi, Desita K. Ulfa, Yu-Yu Aung, Yaung Kwee, Satya. C. W. Sakti, Irzaman, Brian
Yuliarto, Mochamad. Z. Fahmi

Nanotechnology is important area of research in Biological and Medical sciences. In this research work authors developed carbon
carbon nanodots (CDs) using hyaluronic acid as a precursor prepared by microwave-assisted and furnace-assisted method for the
bioimaging agent in cancer cells. Authors has studied Cytotoxicity test and in vitro activity by CCK-8 assay and Confocal Laser
Scanning Microscopy (CLSM) to identify percentage of living cells above 80%. The proposed material is a good material for this
purpose and thus the paper deserves publication in this journal on priority. Actually, this is very interesting work. However, author
need to rewrite some part of this research article.I thus recommend that it will be accepted for publication subject to the following
minor revisions.
My minor comments on this paper are as follows.

1.      Please check name of the author “Irzaman”, Department of Physics, IPB University, Bogor, 16680, Indonesia. Here Sur name
or Given name is missing.

2.      Page Number 1: Author need to rewrite the abstract section carefully. It is similar to experimental section. For example, “HA-
P1 and HA-P2 were synthesized by furnace assisted method at 270oC for 2 min and 2 h. While HA-M1 and HA-M2 were
synthesized by microwave-assisted method for 2 min and 2 h.

3.      Keywords: Author need to give suitable keywords for this manuscript. Furnace-assisted, microwave-assisted is not a suitable
keywords for this manuscript.

4.      Page number 6: In the experimental section, author need to check preparation of carbon dots by furnace assisted methods.
The procedure is not clear. “On furnace-assisted method, about 10 mg of HA was placed into a vial bottle and heated at 270oC for
2 min (HA-M1) and 2 h (HA-M2).” Here what do you mean by vial bottle.

5.      Authors need to justify for what purpose they have studied PL emission spectra.

6.      Page 5 – Figure 6 – The X axis title is not clear. Author has given only Concentration. Need to give detailed information. In
addition, this bar diagram is more scrambled. Authors need to give simple picture.

7.      Page 6 - Figure 7 is not clear. In addition, It is difficult to see bright field images. Scale is not clear.

8.      Page 2 - Some of the sentences do not have meaning also authors are using long sentences. Example – “However, there
has not a study that explores the application of both methods on producing HA based-CDs yet and it becomes crucial aspect
regarding on efforts to create a simple and fast synthesis route on preparing CDs as excellent theranostic agent”.

9.      In the XPS spectra why N1s peak has disappeared. Author need to re-draw this Figure 4 (e) picture. What kind of software
they used to analyse XPS spectra.

10.     Author need to check all the figure captions carefully and rewrite the figure captions.

11.     In addition, some typographical and grammatical errors have been identified in the text.
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With the above minor changes, the paper will be accepted for publication.

Additional Questions:
Is the technical quality of the research reported within valid and appropriate?: Yes

Please evaluate the degree of novelty and originality of the research reported: Good

Are the conclusions adequately supported by the data presented?: Yes

Are the literature references appropriate and up to date?: Yes

Reviewer: 2

Recommendation: Publish after major revisions.

Comments:
In this paper, the author synthesized carbon dots from hyaluronic acid by microwave-assisted and furnace-assisted methods, then
cell cytotoxicity and transmembrane ability of the carbon dots was evaluated, indicating possible application as bioimaging agents.
Carbon dots is an important material. However, there are a lot of studies about the synthesis and application of carbon dots.
Overall, the manuscript is scientifically Ok and its innovation is fair. It can be published in ACS OMDGA after some problems
addressed.
The detailed comments are listed below: 
1.      HA-M1 is obvious different with others in XRD Diffractogram. So, HRTEM is recommended to observed the difference of
lattice structure.
2.      Only AFM of HA-P2 was determined, other three kinds of carbon dots should be required to observed the size. Whether the
size of carbon dots can be more accurately characterized by Light Scattering method?
3.      The caption of Fig 6 is confused. For example, what does the description of “furnace-assisted CDs1 (a) and microwave-
assisted method doped CDs1 (b)” mean? in section 4.3 six concentration i.e., 12.5; 25; 50; 100; 200; and 400 μg/mL were used,
however seven concentration of 1, 2, 3, 5, 25, 100, 400 μg/mL were listed in Fig 6, why?
4.      Fig 7 were not clearly enough.
5.      The optical properties such as absorption spectra and quantum yields should be compared to other approaches e.g.,
reference 31-33 mentioned in the introduction.

Additional Questions:
Is the technical quality of the research reported within valid and appropriate?: Yes

Please evaluate the degree of novelty and originality of the research reported: Fair

Are the conclusions adequately supported by the data presented?: Yes

Are the literature references appropriate and up to date?: Yes

------------------------------------
FOR ASSISTANCE WITH YOUR MANUSCRIPT SUBMISSION PLEASE CONTACT:
ACS Publications Customer Services & Information (CSI)
Email: support@services.acs.org
Phone: 202-872-4357
Toll-Free Phone: 800-227-9919 (USA/Canada only)

------------
PLEASE NOTE: This email message, including any attachments, contains confidential information related to peer review and is
intended solely for the personal use of the recipient(s) named above. No part of this communication or any related attachments
may be shared with or disclosed to any third party or organization without the explicit prior written consent of the journal Editor and
ACS. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or is not responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you
have received this communication in error. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail, and delete the original message.

As an author or reviewer for ACS Publications, we may send you communications about related journals, topics or products
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Journal: ACS Omega
Manuscript ID: ao-2021-012873.R1
Title: "Comparison Direct synthesis hyaluronic acid-based carbon nanodots as dual active targeting and imaging of HeLa Cancer
cells"
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Manuscript Status: Submitted

Dear Dr. Fahmi:

Your manuscript has been successfully submitted to ACS Omega, a multidisciplinary, open access journal for the publication of
original and scientifically valid research. The journal offers expedited editorial decision-making and immediate open availability.
Authors can rapidly publish their important research results and broadly distribute them to the global scientific community. Please
note that there are publishing charges associated with this journal. Details can be found at http://acsopenscience.org. Should your
manuscript be accepted, you will be required to pay for the Article Publishing Charges prior to publication. Authors may qualify for
discounts. Article Publishing Charges are waived for invited Editorials and Perspectives.

Please reference the above manuscript ID in all future correspondence. If there are any changes in your contact information,
please log in to ACS Paragon Plus with your ACS ID at http://paragonplus.acs.org/login and select "Edit Your Profile" to update that
information.

You can view the status of your manuscript by checking your "Authoring Activity" tab on ACS Paragon Plus after logging in to
http://paragonplus.acs.org/login.

ACS Authoring Services

Did you know that ACS provides authoring services to help scientists prepare their manuscripts and communicate their research
more effectively? Trained chemists with field-specific expertise are available to edit your manuscript for grammar, spelling, and
other language errors, and our figure services can help you increase the visual impact of your research.

Visit https://authoringservices.acs.org to see how we can help you! Please note that the use of these services does not guarantee
that your manuscript will be accepted for publication.

Thank you for submitting your manuscript to ACS Omega.

Sincerely,

Dr. Krishna Ganesh and Dr. Deqing Zhang
ACS Omega
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intended solely for the personal use of the recipient(s) named above. No part of this communication or any related attachments
may be shared with or disclosed to any third party or organization without the explicit prior written consent of the journal Editor and
ACS. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or is not responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you
have received this communication in error. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail, and delete the original message.

As an author or reviewer for ACS Publications, we may send you communications about related journals, topics or products
and services from the American Chemical Society. Please email us at Pubsupdates@acs.org if you do not want to receive
these. Note, you will still receive updates about your manuscripts, reviews, or future invitations to review.   

Thank you.
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Dear Dr. Fahmi,

Thank you for the prompt response.

Corrected manuscript file has been uploaded to the system on your behalf.

Kindly log into the system and confirm, by replying to this email, if all the uploaded files are in order so we may
proceed with processing of your manuscript.

Sincerely,
Bojana Geric
Peer Review Analyst

On behalf of
Prof. Johan Hofkens
Associate Editor
ACS Omega
Phone: +3216327804
Email: hofkens-office@omega.acs.org

From: Mochamad Zakki Fahmi <m.zakki.fahmi@fst.unair.ac.id>
Sent: Friday, April 23, 2021 11:24 AM
To: Johan Ho�ens <hofkens-office@omega.acs.org>
Subject: Re: Fahmi, Mochamad ao-2021-012873.R2 23-Apr-2021
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April 29, 2021

Journal: ACS Omega
Manuscript No.: ao-2021-012873
Title: Comparison Direct synthesis hyaluronic acid-based carbon nanodots as dual active targeting and imaging of HeLa Cancer
cells
Authors: Yu-Yu Aung, Aswandi Wibrianto, Jefry S. Sianturi, Desita Kamila Ulfa, Satya Candra Wibawa Sakti, Irzaman Irzaman,
Brian Yuliarto, Jia-Yaw Chang, Yaung Kwee, Mochamad Zakki Fahmi
Status: Manuscript Accepted - Signature for journal publishing agreement required

Dear Mochamad Zakki Fahmi:

Congratulations on the recent acceptance of your article for publication in ACS Omega. As the final step in the acceptance
process, we now need you to complete and sign an ACS journal publishing agreement (JPA), accessible via the link below. Please
note that in late 2020, the ACS implemented a new JPA form that integrates copyright assignment with licensing options, thus
simplifying the open access process. Effective April 1, 2021, the ACS can no longer accept the old JPA. Therefore, we ask that you
sign a new JPA as soon as possible to avoid publication delays. We cannot publish your article until we have a valid, signed JPA
(new form) on record with the manuscript.

Here is your link to complete the JPA for this paper: https://jpa.acs.org/jpawizard/home?x=52hGOZoC_YpTlsE7WTH_Dw

Please note: An ACS ID is required to access this site. If you do not have an ACS ID, visit https://pubs.acs.org/publish/ to register
for an account. This ACS ID must be linked to your ACS Paragon Plus account prior to initiating a journal publishing agreement. If
you do not have an ACS Paragon Plus account or need help linking your ACS ID to your ACS Paragon Plus account, please
contact support@services.acs.org.

Sincerely,
ACS Journal Production Team
Most Trusted. Most Cited. Most Read.
https://pubs.acs.org
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