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Vitamin D level and early cow’s milk protein
exposure in type 1 diabetes mellitus

OBJECTIVE To analyze the association of vitamin D levels and cow’s milk
exposure in children with type 1 diabetes mellitus (T1DM). METHOD This
is a case control study of children with TIDM aged 4-18 years and healthy
control subjects. The children were grouped by level of vitamin D according
to the 2011 guidelines of the Task Force: deficiency (<20 ng/mL), insufficiency
(>20-30 ng/mL), and sufficiency (>30 ng/mL). The children’s history of cow’s
milk exposure was obtained. Statistical analysis was performed using the
independent t-test, Mann-Whitney test, and logistic regression, with sig-
nificance set at p<0.05. RESULTS The study sample included 31 children with
T1DM and 24 healthy control subjects. Vitamin D deficiency was detected in
4/31 children with TIDM, and none of the control subjects (p<0.001). Vitamin
D deficiency and insufficiency were detected in 77.41% of the children with
T1DM and 25% of the control subjects (p<0.001), and vitamin D deficiency
and insufficiency were predictors of TIDM (odds ratio [OR]=3.09; p<0.001).
The proportion of children exposed to cow’s milk in the first 3 months was
51.16% in the T1IDM group and 50% in the control subjects (p=1.000). Logistic
regression analysis showed that the vitamin D level was significantly corre-
lated with TIDM (p=0.001). CONCLUSIONS Low vitamin D levels were shown
to be correlated with TIDM, whereas early exposure to cow’s milk was not.
Vitamin D supplementation is essential since it has an immunomodulatory
effect. It is recommended to be given to T1DM children.

Copyright © Athens Medical Society
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Type 1 diabetes mellitus (T1DM) is mediated mainly by
an autoimmune process. Based on the data of the Inter-
national Diabetes Federation (IDF), in 2017, the number of
children with T1DM worldwide was 1,106,500, with 132,600
newly diagnosed cases each year globally.” The mortality
rate for TIDM is 3—-18 times higher than that of healthy
children of the same age.?

Risk factors for T1DM include genetics, microbial infec-
tions and environmental factors, such as vitamin D and
early cow’s milk exposure.’? Several studies reported that
vitamin D deficiency exacerbated T1DM progression.? Early
exposure to cow’s milk protein, i.e., before 3 months of age,
is suspected to be associated with T1DM.” It may lead to for-
mation of antibodies that bind insulin and pancreatic 3-cells.

Furthermore, the autoimmune process induces beta cell
apoptosis in TIDM.%” Studies on the associations between
vitamin D, early cow’s milk exposure, and T1DM provide
conflicting results.?® This study aimed to analyze vitamin
D levels and cow'’s milk exposure in children with TIDM.

MATERIAL AND METHOD

This case-control study was conducted at the Dr Soetomo
General Hospital, Surabaya, Indonesia, from March to May 2019,
and was approved by the Ethics Committee of Health Research,
Dr Soetomo General Hospital (Ethics no 1020/KEPK/111/2019). The
participants in this study were children aged <18 years withT1DM
(diagnosis based on the International Society for Pediatric and
Adolescent Diabetes protocol) and healthy control subjects of
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the same age. Informed consent was obtained from the parents
of all the participating children. Children who had received any
multivitamins and those with a renal disorder or clinical signs
suggestive of vitamin D deficiency (frontal bossing, pigeon chest,
rachitic rosary, Harrison’s sulcus, wrist widening, and double mal-
leoli) were excluded from this study. Information about the early
exposure to cow’s milk before or at 3 months was obtained by the
mother’s recall method of the breast milk and cow’s milk exposure.

Samples of venous blood for measurement of vitamin D were
collected from patients and control subjects in heparinized amber-
colored glass vials to prevent photodegradation. Plasma was ex-
tracted after centrifugation and then stored at -30 °C for subsequent
analyses. The level of 25-hydroxyvitamin D [25(0OH)D] in the serum
was determined using a combination method of competitive en-
zyme immunoassay with enzyme-linked fluorescence assay (ELFA)
from VIDAS. Subjects were categorized according to the serum
vitamin D level as those with deficiency (<20 ng/mL), insufficiency
(>20-30 ng/mL), and sufficiency (>30 ng/mL), according to the 2011
guidelines of the Task Force of the Endocrine Society.

The data were analyzed using the Statistical Package for
the Social Sciences (SPSS) (SPSS, Chicago, IL, USA) version 16.0.
Comparisons between patients with T1DM and control subjects
were evaluated by the independent t-test and the Mann-Whitney
test. The odds ratio (OR) was calculated using the x? test with the
equation, y=9.453+3.232 (cow’s milk) — 0.247 (vitamin D), based
on a statistical journal from Peng et al.”’For all statistical analyzes,
p<0.05 was considered statistically significant with a 95% confi-
dence interval (95% Cl).

RESULTS

This study enrolled 31 children with TIDM (18 boys
and 13 girls) and 24 healthy control subjects (10 boys and
14 girls). The baseline characteristics of the study subjects
are shown in table 1.

The median duration of consuming cow’s milk was 12.0
(1.0-60.0) months in patients with TIDM and 6.0 (0-24.0)
months in the control subjects (p=0.128). The median age
at introduction of cow’s milk was 3.0 (0-48.0) months in
the patients with TIDM and 2.0 (0-24.0) months in the
control subjects (p=0.162). The median vitamin D levels
were significantly lower in the patients with TIDM than in
the control subjects: 26.11 (13.95-52.11) ng/mL vs 34.39
(26.73-47.57) ng/mL; p<0.001.

It was found that 12.9% of the children with T1IDM had
vitamin D deficiency, while none of the healthy control
subjects had vitamin D deficiency (tab. 2). The majority of
subjects (54.54%), both in the T1DM group (77.41%) and
the control group (25.0%), were either vitamin D deficient
or insufficient. The risk of having TIDM was three times
higher in subjects with vitamin D deficiency or insufficiency
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Table 1. Baseline characteristics of study children with type 1 diabetes
mellitus (T1DM) and control subjects.

Characteristics T1DM Control p
(n=31) subjects
(n=24)
Sex
Male (n) 18 10
Female (n) 13 14
Age (years; mean+SD) 11.22+4.15 7.55+3.18 0.309*
Weight [kg; median 30.0 26.0 0.465%*
(min-max)] (13.0-65.0) (11.0-57.0)
Height (cm; mean=SD) 132.54+19.49 122.08+18.69 0.509*
BMI (mean=+SD) 17.35+4.32 18.54+5.23  0.160*
Duration of TIDM 1.0 (0-11.0) -
[years; median (min-max)]
Race
Javanese 29 22
Madurese 1 1
Chinese 1 -

*Unpaired t-test; **Mann-Whitney test
SD: Standard deviation, BMI: Body mass index

Table 2. Vitamin D status and early exposure to cow’s milk in children
with (TTDM) and control subjects.

T1DM Control P OR
(n=31) subjects (95% Cl)
(n=24)

Vitamin D status

Deficiency 4 0 <0.001

Insufficiency 20 6

Sufficiency 7 18

Deficiency insufficiency 24 6 <0.001 3.09

(1.51-6.35)
Age at cow’s milk
introduction
<3 months 16 12 1.000 1.06
>3 months 15 12 (036-3.09)

TIDM: Type 1 diabetes mellitus, OR: Odds ratio, 95% Cl: 95% confidence interval

(<30 ng/mL), compared with those with levels of >30 ng/
mL (OR=3.09; 95% Cl=1.51-6.35; p<0.001). No difference
was detected in the risk of developing T1IDM in infants
who first received cow’s milk at <3 or >3 months of age
(OR=1.06; 95% Cl=0.36-3.09; p=1.000; tab. 2). Logistic
regression analysis showed vitamin D to be significantly
risk factor for TIDM (p=0.001).
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DISCUSSION

This study found that most of the subjects with T1DM
(77.41%) had either vitamin D deficiency or insufficiency,
with a median vitamin D level of 26 ng/mL. In contrast, most
of the control subjects (75%) had vitamin D sufficiency,
with a median vitamin D level of 34 ng/mL. Several previ-
ous case-control studies have also reported that children
with T1IDM had lower serum vitamin D levels than the
control group.””""* Our study has shown that the risk of
T1DM was significantly increased in the vitamin D deficient
and insufficient groups compared to the sufficient group
[OR=3.09 for 25(0OH)D <30 nmol/L; p<0.001]. According
to the study of Franchi and colleagues, low serum vitamin
D levels increased the odds of developing T1DM [OR=5.56
for 25(0OH)D <50 nmol/L]."”> Some reports, however, have
stated that serum vitamin D levels were lower in subjects
with DM than in the control subjects.’”>’® The study of
Miettinen and colleagues reported that the mean serum
25(0OH)D concentration in children with T1DM was lower
than in control subjects.””

Our study showed that early cow’s milk exposure in
cases and control subjects was not significantly different.
Several studies, however, have reported that early exposure
to cow’s milk protein (i.e., conventional infant formula) is
associated with the subsequent risk of B-cell autoimmunity
and clinical disease.’®?The study of Lamb and colleagues
showed that increased childhood cow’s milk protein intake
is associated with the risk of islet autoimmunity (IA).%’
Based on the study by Sipetic and colleagues (2005),2 the

N.ROCHMAH et al

early introduction of supplementary milk was associated
with a higher risk of DM (OR=5.75, 95% Cl=2.91-11.36),
although other studies, as ours, failed to reveal that very
early exposure to cow’s milk affects the occurrence of
T1DM.?*?* Rosenbauer and colleagues reported that the
introduction of cow’s milk/formulas at age 7 weeks to 4
months had no association with T1IDM, with an OR (95%
Cl) of 0.85 (0.61-1.18) and p of 0.332.%

A limitation of our study is that the number of patients
with T1DM was low, because in Asia, the numbers of T1IDM
cases are lower than in Caucasians, although the study was
conducted at a referral hospital in East Indonesia. Another
limitation is that this study was single-center, so that it was
also difficult to conduct a controlled trial study for this case.
Nevertheless, our study provides some information on low
vitamin D status and early exposure to cow’s milk protein
before the first 3 months as the risk factors of TIDM.

In conclusion, this study found that low vitamin D level
was correlated with T1IDM in children, whereas early ex-
posure to cow’s milk was not. Vitamin D supplementation
is very important and is recommended for children with
T1DM, because of its immunomodulatory effect.
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TKOMOZX AvAAuon Tou emMIMOAACHOL Twv emmédwv Brrapivng D kal Tng €kBeong oto ayeAadivo yala 0Tov cakxapwadn

Safntn tumou 1 (T1DM). YAIKO-MEOOAOX lNMpoKeltal yla Hia HEAETN EAEYXOU TTEPITITWONG. ZUMTTEPIARPONKAV TTaL-

S1d pe T1DM, nAikiag 4—18 €Twv, Kal LYLEIG papTUPEG. Ta§lvourndnkav avaloya e to emimedo tng Prrapivng D cupew-

va e TIG odnyieg Ttou Task Force yia to 201 1: EAAewpn (<20 ng/mL), avendpkela (>0-30 ng/mL) kat emdpkela (>30 ng/

mL). EAReOn um’ oYiv 1o 1otopikd ANYng ayehadivol yalaktog. H otatiotikr a§lohdynon SievepynOnke e TiG Sokl-

paoieg t-test, Mann-Whitney kat AoytoTikr TTaAlvOpOUNoN KAl N OTATIOTIKK) ONUAVTIKOTNTA \Tav p<0,05. AOTEAEZ-

MATA A&lohoynbnkav 31 mepmtwoelg T1DM kat 24 vyleic pdptupes. Téoogpa amod ta 31 maidid e T1DM eixav ENNEL-

¥n Brrapivng D (p<0,001). ENewpn kat avemdpkela Brrapivng D evtomiotnkav o€ mocooTto 77,41% Twv TTEPITTWOEWV

T1DM Kat 010 25% Twv papTtUpwV (P<0,001). O oXeTIkOG AdYog (OR) armokAAuYe OTL N EANEIYN KAl N avemdpKela Bita-
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Hivng D ntav mpoyvwoTikoi mapdyovteg Tou T1DM (OR=3,09, p<0,001). To TOCOOTO TWV TTAISIWV TTOL EKTEONKAV OTO

ayeAadivo yaAa Toug TpwToug 3 priveg ntav 51,16% otnv opudda T1DM kat 50% otoug HApTupEG (p=1,000). O éAeyxog

AoyloTIKiG TaAvOpopnong €6&t€e OTL ta emimeda TnG PBirtapivng D cuoxeTioTnKav onuavtika e tov T1DM (p=0,001).

TYMMEPAZMATA Ta xapnAd emineda Brrapivng D cuoxetiCovtal pe tov T1DM, ev v cuoxeTiCeTal N TPWIN €KOe-

on oto ayeAadivé yaa.

Né&erg eupeTnpiou: AyeAadivo yaha, Bitapivn D, Maidid, Mapdyovteg kivduvou, Zakxapwdng Stapritng tomou 1
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