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Commonly addressed as Dr. BJC. share: £ W S in
E-mail: bjcp@ymail.com
Specialist Consultant Paediatrician, Colombo, Sri - incid
Lanka. (@) 'ncidence,

%, &= ¢ aetiology and
""" adverse
“* ORCID: 0000-0001-7789-8793 outcomes

A renowned researcher with over 140 publications in
peer-reviewed scientific journals, as of September

https://sljch.sljol.info/about/editorialboard/

associated with
respiratory
distress in term

2022. neonates

admitted to a
tertiary care
centre

Special interests and expertise: Childhood Respiratory
Disorders, Breastfeeding, Paediatric HIV Infections,

Paediatric Sports Medicine.
Amarasekara — 05

. . etal. Dec 2022
Honorary Senior Fellow, Postgraduate Institute of

Medicine, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka

Founder President, Sri Lanka College of Paediatricians
1996/1997

Founder President, Respiratory Disease Study Group
of Sri Lanka

Founder President, Childhood Respiratory Disease
Study Circle of Sri Lanka

Former Member & Former Chairman, Board of Study
in Paediatrics, Postgraduate Institute of Medicine,
University of Colombo, Sri Lanka

Current Member, Board of Study in Bio-Medical
Informatics, Postgraduate Institute of Medicine,
University of Colombo, Sri Lanka

Current Member, Board of Study in Sports Medicine,
Postgraduate Institute of Medicine, University of
Colombo, Sri Lanka

Former Editor-in-Chief, Sri Lanka Journal of Bio-
Medical Informatics (2010 - 2016)

Current Section Editor (Leading & Review articles),
Ceylon Medical Journal

Current Joint Editor, Proceedings of the Annual
Scientific Congress, Sri Lanka College of Paediatricians
(1997 to date)

Founder Chairman, Sri Lanka Forum of Medical
Editors (SLFME) 2015-2016

Current Scholar Member, World Association of
Medical Editors (WAME)

Current Member, International Society of Managing
and Technical Editors (ISMTE)

Share: £ W 8+ in

Conferred the honour of Qutstanding Paediatrician of
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THE TWO ASSISTANT EDITORS: -

1. Dr Thilippuwasan Gallege Yasassi Rasika Gunapala
MBBS, DCH, MD, MRCP

Commonly addressed as Dr. Rasika Gunapala
E-mail: rasikagunapala@gmail.com

Specialist Consultant Paediatrician, Lady Ridgeway
Hospital for Children, Colombo 8, Sri Lanka

> ORCID: 0000-0002-8576-478/

Aresearcher who has followed several Journal Courses
of The National Research Foundation of Sri Lanka and
contributed to 15 publications in peer-reviewed
journals as of September 2022.

Special interests and expertise: Paediatric Infectious
Diseases, Emergency Paediatrics, Neonatology,
Community Paediatrics and Developmental
Paediatrics.

Member, Sri Lanka Forum of Medical Editors (SLFME)

2. Professor Andra Hennadige Heshan Malinga
Jayaweera MBBS(Peradeniya), DCH(Colombo),
MD(Paediatrics), FRCPCH(UK)

Commonly addressed as Professor Heshan Jayaweera
E-mail: heshanjay@gmail.com

Professor in Paediatrics, Faculty of Medicine,
University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka

“ ORCID: 0000-0003-3864-4410

A renowned researcher with 25 publications in peer-
reviewed journals as of September 2022.

Special interests and expertise: Paediatric Nephrology,
Gastroenterology, Growth, Nutrition
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EDITORIAL BOARD MEMBERS (in alphabetical order
of the surnames):

1. Dr Sanjaya Susil Abeygunasekera MBBS(Colombo),
MS, FRCS.
Commonly addressed as Dr. Sanjaya Abeygunasekera

E-mail: ssabey@hotmail.com
Specialist Consultant Paediatric Surgeon, Lady
Ridgeway Hospital for Children, Colombo 8, Sri Lanka

“ ORCID:

A renowned researcher with 09 publications in peer-
reviewed scientific journals, as of September 2022.

Special interests and expertise: Paediatric
Hepatobiliary disease Esp Biliary atresia, Repair of
Hypospadias and bladder extrophy epispadias
complex, Surgical management of urinary
incontinence (Augmentation cystoplasty with
Mitrofanoff procedures), Paediatric trauma
(prevention and early intervention)

Member, Sri Lanka Forum of Medical Editors (SLFME)

2. Professor Piyusha Milani Atapattu MBBS (Colombo),
MSc Med Ed (Cardiff) MD (Colombo), FRCP (UK),
FCCP (SL), FHEA (UK)

Commonly addressed as Professor Piyusha Atapattu
E-mail: piyushaatapattu@yahoo.com

Professor in Physiology, Faculty of Medicine,
University of Colombo, Sri Lanka.

“> ORCID: 0000-0002-8252-5446
A renowned researcher and Medical Educationist with

19 publications in peer-reviewed scientific journals, as
of September 2022.
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Member, Sri Lanka Forum of Medical Editors (SLFME)

3. Professor Deepthi Champika De Silva M[BChB, MRCP
(UK)

Commonly addressed as Prof. Deepthi De Silva
E-mail: deepthid@kln.ac.lk

Professor in Medical Genetics, Department of
Physiology, Faculty of Medicine, University
of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka

“* ORCID: 0000-0003-1236-4971

A clinician and researcher with 43 full papers and 39
abstracts in peer-reviewed scientific journals, as well
as 3 chapters in books, as of September 2022

Special interests and expertise: Medical genetics and
molecular basis of developmental abnormalities,
Impact of genetic disease, Costs of genetic testing,
Teaching physiology and genetics.

Member, Sri Lanka Forum of Medical Editors (SLFME)

4. Vidya Jyothi Professor Delpechitracharige Gajabahu
Harendra De Silva MBBS(Cey), DCH(Cey), MRCP(UK),
M.Sc(Birmingham), FCCP, FSLCPaed, FCPS(Pakistan),
FCGP(SL), FRCP(Edin), FRCP(Lond),

FRCPCH(UK).

[Vidya Jyothi is a Sri Lankan National Honour
bestowed for Scientific and Academic Excellence.]

Commonly addressed as Professor Harendra De Silva

E-mail: harendrasi@gmail.com
Emeritus Professor of Paediatrics, Faculty of
Medicine, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka

< ORCID: 0000-0002-2869-6973
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2022.

Special interests and expertise: Child Protection,
Dengue fever, Gastroenterology and nutrition, Youth
violence/ child soldiers

Member, Sri Lanka Forum of Medical Editors
(SLFME)

5. Professor Guwani Sharika Liyanage MBBS(Colombo),
DCH(Colombo), MD(Paediatrics), MRCPCH(UK),
Diploma in Allergy & Asthma (CMC Vellore)

Commonly addressed as Professor Guwani Liyanage

E-mail: guwanil@yahoo.co.uk

Professor in Paediatrics, Department of Paediatrics,
Faculty of Medical Sciences, University of Sri
Jayewardenepura, Sri Lanka

Honorary Consultant Paediatrician, Colombo South
Teaching Hospital, Sri Lanka

“> ORCID: 0000-0002-9813-3295

A renowned researcher with 24 publications in peer-
reviewed scientific journals, as of September 2022.

Special interests and expertise: Respiratory Medicine
and Allergy, Childhood Nutrition

Member, Sri Lanka Forum of Medical Editors (SLFME)

6. Dr. Marianne Nishani Lucas MBBS, DCH, MD,
MRCPCH, IBCLC

E-mail: nishrockpoly@gmail.com

Senior Lecturer, Department of Paediatrics, Faculty of
Medicine, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka and
Consultant Neonatologist, Professorial Unit, De Soysa
Hospital for Women, Colombo, Sri Lanka

“* ORCID:
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2022.

Special interests and expertise: Infant nutrition
with a special interest in preterm nutrition,
breastfeeding and overcoming challenges, infant
and young child feeding and responsive feeding,
Neonatal behaviour assessment, Developmental
care, Infant body composition,

Infant development, Neurodevelopmental outcome
of high-risk neonates

Member, Sri Lanka Forum of Medical Editors

(SLFME)

7. Professor Sachith Mettananda MBBS, DCH, MD
(Paed), DPhil (Oxon), FRCP(Edin), FRCPCH(UK)

Commonly addressed as Professor Sachith
Mettananda

E-mail: sachithmettananda@gmail.com

Chair Professor of Paediatrics, Faculty of Medicine,
University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka and Honorary
Consultant Paediatrician, Colombo North Teaching
Hospital, Ragama, Sri Lanka

“ ORCID: 0000-0002-0760-0418

A renowned researcher with 65 publications in peer-
reviewed scientific journals as of September 2022.

Special interests and expertise: Acute Paediatrics,
Paediatric Haematology, Rare Diseases.

Member, Sri Lanka Forum of Medical Editors (SLFME)

8. Professor Hemamali Niranjala Perera MBBS, MD
(Psych), FRCPsych.

Commonly addressed as Professor Hemamali Perera

https://sljch.sljol.info/about/editorialboard/
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Consultant Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist,
Colombo, Sri Lanka

“ ORCID: 0000-0002-7242-8079

A renowned researcher with 65 publications in peer-
reviewed scientific journals as of September 2022.

Special interests and expertise: Autism Spectrum
Disorders and other Developmental Disorders

Member, Sri Lanka Forum of Medical Editors (SLFME)

9. Professor Pathmal Randula Dias Ranawaka
MBBS(Colombo), MD (Paediatrics), DCH (Colombo),
Cert. Med. Edu. (Colombo)

Commonly addressed as Prof. Randula Ranawaka

E-mail: rrandula@yahoo.com

Consultant Paediatric Nephrologist and Professor in
Paediatric Nephrology, Faculty of Medicine, University
of Colombo, Sri Lanka and Honorary Specialist
Consultant Paediatrician, Lady Ridgeway Hospital for
Children, Colombo 8, Sri Lanka

“> ORCID: 0000-0002-4382-489X
A renowned researcher with over 50 publications in
peer-reviewed scientific journals as of September
2022.

Special interests and expertise: Paediatric Nephrology

Member, Sri Lanka Forum of Medical Editors (SLFME)

10. Professor Lokumeegodage Don Jude Upul Senerath
MBBS, MSc(Comm. Med), MD(Community Medicine).
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Professor in Community Medicine, Faculty of
Medicine, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka
Member, Sri Lanka Forum of Medical Editors (SLFME)

“* ORCID: 0000-0002-0760-0418
A renowned researcher with over 70 publications in
peer-reviewed scientific journals as of September
2022.

Special interests and expertise: Maternal and Child
Health, Public Health Nutrition, Medical Statistics.

Member, Sri Lanka Forum of Medical Editors (SLFME)

> sk s sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk ke sk sk sk sk sk skok skosk sk sk sk skosk

PANEL OF INTERNATIONAL ADVISORS (in
alphabetical order of the surnames):

1. Professor Zulfiqar Bhutta

E-mail: zulfigar.bhutta@aku.edu

Husein Laljee Dewraj Professor and the Founding
Chair of the Division of Women and Child Health, Aga
Khan University, Karachi, Pakistan.

2. Dr. Timothy L. Chambers
E-mail: TimothyLChambers@physicians.ie
Consultant Paediatrician, Bristol, UK.

3. Professor P. T. Chandrasoma

E-mail: ptchandr@usc.edu

Professor of Pathology, Keck School of Medicine,
University of Southern California, Los Angeles,
California, USA.

4. Professor E. A. S. Nelson

E-mail: tony-nelson@cuhk.edu.hk

Professor (Clinical), Department of Paediatrics, The
Chinese University of Hong Kong.

5. Professor Sir Terence Stephenson

E-mail: tstephenson@gmc-uk.org

Nuffield Professor of Child Health, Institute of Child
Health, UCL

Current Chair, General Medical Council, UK
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The agreement of cytomegalovirus (CMYV) serology examination and CMV
polymerase chain reaction of liver tissue in infants with cholestasis
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Abstract

Introduction: The incidence of cholestasis in
infancy is associated with congenital or viral
infection. Commonest cause is Cytomegalovirus
(CMV) infection. In Indonesia, diagnosis of
cholestasis due to CMV infection is still not optimal
because the support of virological examination is
still limited, so serological examination is an option.

Objective: Analysing the agreement of CMV IgG or
IgM serological examination and CMV polymerase
chain reaction (PCR) examination of liver tissue in
infants with cholestasis

Method: This is an analytic observational research
using cross sectional design. Samples were infants
with cholestasis, 1-12 months of age, in the
Department of Child Health, Dr. Soetomo General
Hospital, who met the inclusion criteria. Samples
were taken from December 2017- May 2018. Liver
biopsy was done in Department of Child Health, Dr.
Soetomo Hospital. CMV PCR examination of liver
tissue was carried out in the Tropical Disease
Laboratory at Airlangga University. Data were
analysed by calculating the kappa coefficient CMV
IgG or IgM serology examination and CMV PCR
examination of liver tissue.

Results: There were 30 infants with cholestasis,
consisting of 16 (53%) boys and 14 (47%) girls.
Positive CMV IgG was found in 28 subjects and
CMYV IgM was found in 15 subjects. CMV PCR was
positive in 20 (67%) subjects. The most common
age range with positive CMV IgG and IgM as well
as CMV PCR was 1-3 months. Agreement of CMV
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IgG compared to CMV PCR of liver tissue showed
weak result with kappa value of 0.25. The agreement
of CMV IgM compared to CMV PCR of liver tissue
was not found with kappa value 0.00.

Conclusions: In infants with cholestasis, there is no
agreement for CMV serological examination with
CMV PCR of liver tissue. CMV serologic
examination cannot replace CMV PCR of liver
tissue to determine the presence of CMV virus in
infant with cholestasis.

DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.4038/sljch.v50i1.9401

(Key words: cholestasis, CMV serology, CMV PCR
liver tissue, agreement, infant).

Introduction

Cholestasis is a decrease or obstruction of bile flow
at each level to the extrahepatic biliary tract and
duodenum’. Cholestasis is found in 1 in 2500 births?.
Incidence of cholestasis in infancy is associated with
congenital or viral infection. Commonest cause is
Cytomegalovirus (CMV) infection. Research
conducted in Brazil on 76 infants with cholestasis
showed 29.4% positive for CMV serology in
intrahepatic cholestasis and 28.5% positive for
CMV serology in extrahepatic cholestasis’. CMV
infection is diagnosed in neonates by isolating the
virus from urine, detecting IgM in blood, detecting
CMV antigen in blood and identifying CMV-DNA
by polymerase chain reaction (PCR)*. CMV-DNA

can be taken from blood or tissue’.

Research conducted in Brazil showed a positive
frequency of CMV-DNA of 34.3% of 35 samples of
liver tissue examined®. Research in Poland in nine
children with cholestasis showed 9 CMV IgG
positive, 4 CMV IgM positive, and 9 CMV DNA
positive in the blood but on immunohistochemistry
and molecular examination in liver biopsy tissue,
CMYV was not found’. Research in Brazil showed
that in comparison with PCR, serology had a low
sensitivity (33.3%) and a low positive predictive
value (28.6%)%. In Indonesia, diagnosis of
cholestasis due to CMV infection is still not optimal
because the support of virological examination is
still limited, so serological examination is an option.
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Objectives

Analysing the agreement of CMV IgG or IgM
serological ~ examination and CMV PCR
examination of liver tissue in infants with
cholestasis

Method

This is an analytic observational research using
cross sectional design. Subjects were 1-12 months
old infants with cholestasis in the Department of
Child Health, Dr. Soetomo General Hospital, who
met the inclusion criteria. Samples were taken
during a 6 month period from December 2017-May
2018.

Ethical issues: Ethical approval was obtained from
the Ethics Committee of Dr. Soetomo General
Hospital (ERC No. 729/Panke. KKE/XI1/2017).
Parental written informed consent was obtained
prior to data collection.

Total sampling was performed in this study.
Inclusion criteria were infants with cholestasis 1-12
months of age. The exclusion criteria were
septicaemia, HIV infection, miliary tuberculosis,
severe malnutrition, thrombocytopenia, prolonged
clotting time, ascites and a history of using
immunosuppressants  including  steroids and
cytostatic agents. Liver biopsy was carried out in the
Department of Child Health, Dr. Soetomo General
Hospital. Serology examination was carried out in
the clinical pathology laboratory in the Dr. Soetomo
General Hospital. CMV PCR examination of liver
tissue was carried out in the Tropical Disease
Laboratory at Airlangga University. Descriptive
statistics and calculating the kappa coefficient CMV
IgG or IgM serology examination and CMV PCR
examination of liver tissue were done.

Results

During the 6 month period, 33 subjects were
sampled, 30 subjects met the inclusion criteria and 3
subjects were excluded, 2 with severe infection
(sepsis) and 1 with ascites. The basic characteristics
of the sample are shown in Table 1. The average age
in this study was 3.6 months.

Based on the results of CMV serology, out of 30
study subjects, CMV IgG was positive in 28
patients, and CMV IgM was positive in 15 patients.
Age distribution based on CMV serology results
shows that the most common age range with CMV
IgG and CMV IgM positive is at 1-3 months of age
(Figure 1).
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Table 1: Basic characteristics of the sample (n=30)

Variable Result
Sex -n (%)
Male 16 (53)
Female 14 (47)
Age in months - n (%)
1-3 20 (66.7)
4-6 06 (20.0)
7-9 02 (06.7)
10-12 02 (06.7)
AST in IU — Mean (SD) 221.7(153.3)
ALT in IU - Mean (SD) 161.4 (86.5)
Direct bilirubin in mg/dl Mean (SD) 8.16 (4.51)
Total bilirubin in mg/dl Mean (SD) 11.11 (5.77)

AST:  Aspartate transaminase, ALT: Alanine
fransaminase
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Based on CMV PCR results of liver tissue, CMV
PCR was positive in 20 (67%) and CMV PCR was
negative in 10 (33%). The most positive CMV PCR
was found in the 1-3 month age range in 15 (75%)
subjects (Figure 2).
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From CMYV serologic examination compared with
CMV PCR liver tissue was obtained, from 28
subjects with positive CMV IgG, CMV PCR
positive liver tissue as much as 20 (71.4%). Based
on CMV IgM results compared to CMV PCR liver
tissue, from 15 subjects with positive CMV IgM,
positive CMV PCR of liver tissue as many as 10
(66.7%) subjects (Table 2).
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Table 2: Results between CMV serology and CMV PCR liver tissue

Variable PCR CMV Total
Negative Positive
Negative 02 0 02
1gG CMV Positive 08 20 28
Negative 05 10 15
1eM CMV Positive 05 10 15

The agreement of CMV IgG compared to CMV PCR
of liver tissue obtained a weak agreement with kappa
value of 0.25. The agreement of CMV IgM

compared to CMV PCR of liver tissue was not in
agreement with a kappa value of 0.00 (Table 3).

Table 3: Results of kappa suitability between CMV serology and CMV PCR liver tissue based on age

Age IgG CMYV with PCR CMV IgM CMYV with PCR CMV
Kappa Kappa
1-3 months 0.273 0.053
1-4 months 0.362 0.015
1-6 months 0.272 0.031
1-12 months 0.250 0.000

In terms of age, at 1-3 months and 1-4 months of
age, CMV IgG compared to CMV PCR liver tissue
had a weak agreement with kappa values of 0.273
and 0.362. At the age of 1-6 months also CMV IgG
compared to CMV PCR liver tissue had a weak
agreement with kappa value 0.272 (Table 3).

Based on the sensitivity test and specificity test IgG
CMV against CMV PCR, sensitivity was 100%,
specificity was 20%, positive predictions were
71.4%, negative predictions were 100% and
accuracy was 73.3%. Whereas for [gM CMV against
CMV PCR, sensitivity was 50%, specificity was
50%, positive predictions were 66.7%, negative
predictions were 33.4% and accuracy was 50%.

Discussion

From this study, the age range in as many as 20
(66.7%) subjects, was 1-3 months. The mean age of
the study population was 3.6 months. In research
conducted in Brazil, the median age of subjects at
the first visit was 82.5 days (+ 3 months)°. In a study
conducted in India, in 101 infants with neonatal
cholestasis, the mean age of the subjects was 2.8 +
1.7 months®. In another study, the average age at
time of liver biopsy was 2.5 = 1 month!®. In this
study there were 53% males. Studies by Liberek
(2002), Brandao (2009) and Goel (2018) also
showed greater male prevalence®'®!!. In this study,
the mean AST and ALT values were 221.7 mg/dl
and 161.4 mg/dl respectively. A study by Liberek
(2002) had AST 156 mg/dl/ ALT 169 mg/dl, a study
by Talachian (2014) had AST 280 mg/dl / ALT 238
mg/dl and a study by Sira (2016) had AST 134 mg/dl
/ ALT 230 mg/dl'h1213,

From the 30 study subjects, CMV IgG was positive
in 28 (93%) and CMV IgM was positive in 15
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(50%). Research in Brazil on 76 subjects with
neonatal cholestasis was divided into 2 groups,
intrahepatic cholestasis (34) and extrahepatic
cholestasis (42); in the intrahepatic cholestasis
group, CMV IgM was positive in 29.4%, while in
the extrahepatic cholestasis group, CMV IgM was
positive in 28.5%?. In the study conducted in Poland,
all 9 subjects with cholestasis were CMV IgG
positive and 4 were CMV IgM positive’. In an
African study of 78 infants with prolonged jaundice,
72 (92.3%) were CMV IgG positive and 31 (39.7%)
were CMV IgM positive; the 92.3% positive CMV
IgG is likely due to maternal IgG transfer via the
placenta or IgG production because the baby is
infected, even though 39.7% positive for IgM in the
baby, presumably because there was a possibility of
infection in the uterus'‘. CMV IgG is useful to
determine whether the patient has been infected with
CMV in the past, whilst [gM antibodies indicate an
acute condition or new infection’.

In the current study, the highest number of positive
CMV IgG and IgM subjects were found in the 1-3
month age range. Research in China showed that
primary infection with CMV in children occured in
the age range 1-3.5 months and that there was very
high anti-CMV IgG seroprevalence in young infants
(<6 months) due to persistent maternal antibodies'>.
Generally, moderate to high levels of IgM antibodies
can be detected at 1-3 months after the onset of
infection, after which IgM levels begin to fall but
remain positive for more than 9 months after
primary infection'®,

In our study of 30 subjects, 20 (67%) were liver
tissue CMV PCR positive. These results indicate
high CMV frequency in infants with cholestasis. In
a study in Taiwan, 26 liver tissue subjects with
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biliary atresia were positive for HCMV DNA in liver
tissue with PCR of 2 (7.6%)". In research from
Brazil, from 33 liver tissue in subjects with
extrahepatic cholestasis, 9 (27.3%) subjects with
PCR were positive for HCMV DNA®. Research in
India, from 31 subjects with neonatal cholestasis,
found positive CMV PCR liver tissue with PCR in
16 (52%)'°. Variations in CMV PCR results in liver
tissue may be explained because of the few patients
involved in study as well as the geographic variation
of subjects!®,

CMV PCR positive liver tissue was mostly found in
the 1-3-month age range. Research in India on 31
infants with neonatal cholestasis, where the average
age at the time of liver biopsy was 2.5 &+ 1.0 months,
positive  CMV PCR was 16 (52%)". CMV
serological examination compared with CMV PCR
of liver tissue, from 28 subjects with positive CMV
IgG, 20 positive PCR (71.4%) subjects. CMV IgG
compared to CMV PCR obtained a weak agreement
with a kappa value of 0.25. Research conducted in
India 26 CMV IgG positive subjects, 15 (58%)
positive CMV PCR liver tissue with a kappa 0.2
value'?. In the Brazilian study, 9 CMV IgG positive
subjects, 3 subjects were positive for HCMV DNA.
CMV IgG represents the presence of transplacental
maternal 1gG°.

CMV IgM results compared to CMV PCR of liver
tissue, from 15 subjects with positive CMV IgM,
66.7% positive PCR subjects. In this study, CMV
IgM compared with CMV PCR did not obtain
agreement with kappa value 0.00. Research in
Poland, in 9 children with cholestasis, obtained a
weak correlation between positive serological
results and virus detection in liver tissue’. Other
studies have shown a positive association between
CMV IgM and CMV PCR in liver tissue even
though the relationship was very weak. It is
suspected that CMV IgM is a poor indicator of the
presence or absence of CMV in liver tissue'. In
infants with CMV serology positive but liver tissue
PCR negative, possibly at the time of the study,
subjects passed the acute phase of hepatitis due to
CMV where the CMV virus was eliminated from
liver tissue by the host immune system or CMV
infection may be outside liver tissue or hepatitis
caused by other aetiologies. Infants with positive
HCMYV DNA with PCR on liver tissue but negative
CMV serology may not produce enough antibodies
for some unknown reason'’.

This study showed that at the age of 1-3 months, 1-
4 months, 1-6 months and 1-12 months, CMV IgG
compared to CMV PCR liver tissue, obtained a weak
agreement. There was no agreement obtained in
CMYV IgM in that age range. Other studies have
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shown that serological examination has weak
accuracy to detect active CMV virus infections®.
There was weak correlation between positive
serology and detection of CMV virus in liver tissue’.
CMV blood serology or PCR is not an accurate
marker for CMV infection in liver tissue!®. CMV
IgM and CMV IgG serology examination is not
recommended for diagnosing CMV infection in
infants. CMV IgG positivity reflects IgG antibodies
obtained from the mother through the placenta and
not diagnosis of CMV infection. Maternal IgG
antibodies can last up to 18 months in infants. IgG
antibodies that remain in infants cannot distinguish

congenital, natal or postnatal infections'’.

In this study, CMV IgM sensitivity to CMV PCR
liver tissue was 50%, specificity 50%, accuracy
50%, positive predictive value 66.7% and negative
predictive value 33.4%. Other studies also showed
CMV IgM sensitivity to CMV PCR liver tissue was
69% and specificity was 61%!°. Research in Brazil
showed CMV PCR of liver tissue compared to
serology with sensitivity of 54%, specificity of 61%
and accuracy of 59%°. Compared to PCR, serology
has a high accuracy of 82.4%, sensitivity of 33.3%,
specificity of 88.9%, positive predictive value of
28.6%, and negative predictive value of 90.01%?.
Examination of CMV IgM antibodies for primary
infection has less specificity, because IgM can be
positive in active CMV infection®. In patients with
positive CMV IgM but negative DNA PCR, results
are likely to be due to false positive results from
IgM. False positives can be secondary to the
presence of rheumatoid factors (infant IgM against
maternal IgG) or cross-reaction with herpesviruses.
In patients with IgM negative but positive PCR
DNA, results are likely to be due to false negative.
False negative results are likely secondary due to
competition between high maternal IgG antibody
levels and relatively low infant IgM levels®.

One limitation of this study is that the biopsy sample
was taken with a special needle biopsy on the liver
tissue so that the sample obtained was not as good as
if the sample was taken during surgery. Ideally,
samples should be taken from the bile duct tissue
during Kasai surgery. Another drawback of this
study is not to examine the types of intrahepatic or
extrahepatic cholestasis. The results of this study
found no agreement of CMV serological
examination and CMV PCR liver tissue in infant
cholestasis.

Conclusions

In infants with cholestasis, there was no agreement
for CMV IgM examination with CMV PCR of liver
tissue. However, for CMV IgG with CMV PCR of
liver tissue, there was low agreement. Serologic
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examination of CMV IgG or IgM is not sensitive and
specific, and cannot replace CMV PCR of liver
tissue to detect the presence of CMV virus in infant
cholestasis.
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