
CHAPTER TWO 

THEORETICAL FRAHRWORK 

II.1. RELATED THEORIES 

T h i s  s tudy i s  an  a t t emp t to  an a lyze  t h e  

psyc h o l og i c a l  and soc i a l  c on f l i c ts o f  C l yde Gri ffiths, 

t he ma in c harac t er in  An American TraRudy. [h.d. h 

con f l icts are in sepEu·aL·l� a11d t·elated t .•• �ttc:h 1·1tht=!l'. In 

i.l.lJ�iflt.; Le; ___ _ :;i.Qp_r_o_e . .;; h, which m t1 Rn s t ha t  t he w r i te r  w i 1 1  
. 

have t.o make  an e l ab o r a t e  exp l an a t i on abou t t he 

in tri n s i c  e lemen t s  o f  t he nove l ,  n ame l y  

oharsot erizst i on, p l ot and s ett ing. 

T o  have a d e eper and c l e a r er i ns ig h t  abou t C lyd e ' s  

�·sy c ho l og i c a l  con f l i c t , t he wri ter w i l l  u s e  t he 

psychological approach supp o r ted by some concep ts  o f  

Freud . Cons i d er i n g  t hat th i s  t hes i s  is  a s t udy on 

l i t e r a tur�. t he u s age o f  Fre ud's c on c e p t  w i l l  be l im i t ed 

to  a c ons i d erab l y  propor t i o n a l  u sage t o  keep t he 

an a lysis from b end i n g  to  ano t h er subj ec t o f  s t ud y . 

To an a l yze h i s  con f l ic t  w i t h t h e  soc i e ty.t he 

soc i a l  f orc es  of  t he socie ty C lyd e cou ld not r e s i s t , t he 

wri t er w i l l  emp l oy t he u s age o f  t he social approach. 

10 IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI A STUDY ON SOCIAL... LUSVITA FITRI NUZULIANTI



12 

a l so f un c t i on ed t o  g iv e  an e f f e c t ive s e t t i n g  f o r  t he 

s t o r y . 

T he m o s t  s ign i f i c an t e l emen t ,  t he e s s en c e  o f  p l o t  

i s  conflict. I n  con f l i c t ,  human respon s e s  a r e  b rought  

out t o  t he i r  h ighes t d eg r e e . The  r e ason that  a con f l ic t  

i s  t he maj o r  i n g r ed ien t i n  a p l o t i s  t h a t  o n c e  two 

f o r c e s  a r e  in oppo s i t ion , t he r e  may be  d o u b t  abo u t  t h e  

ou tcome . T he eme rgen c e  o f  t he d o u b t  e l emen t i n  a we l l  

p l o t t ed s to r y , in  t u rn w i l l  c r e a t e  cu r i os i ty and t e n s i on 

on t he p a r t  o f  t he r e ad e rs . The e s t ab l i s hmen t o f  t hese 

con t ras t i ng or c on f l i c t in g  s i tu a t i on s  and r e spon s e s  i s  

the  e l emen t t h a t  p rodu c e s  t he i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  s t o r y . 

( Robe r t s ,  1989:100) 

The  con f l ic t  even tu a l l y w i l l  r e ac h t he.c l i max 

t h e  maj o r  t u rn ing  po i n t  in t�e who l e  ac t i on o f  t he p lot . 

T h e  conflict"s c l i max i s  r ea c h ed w hen t h e  c harac t e r  

ta kes  a f a t a l s tep , o r  makes a n  essen t i a l  d e c i s ion w h i c h  

w i l l resu l t  i n  t he ac t i on con c l ud ing t he c on f l i c t  on e 

way o r  an o t he r . 

Suspen s e  con t i n u o u s  f rom t h e  po in t o f  c l i max t o  

t h e  end o f  t he p l o t . The r e s o l u t ion i s  t he round ing o f f  

of t h e a c t i on , t he conc l u s i on o f  t he con fl i c t . ( L i t t l e , 

1966: 83) 

Analys i n g  t he p l o t , t he w r i te r  i s  a t t emp t i ng to 

t r ace ou t Clyd e · s  d eve lopmen t -- t h e  p rocess o f  how he 

comes to w h a t  he i s , t h e  c i rcums t an ce s , f o r c e s  and 

i n f l u en ce s  su r round h i m t ha t  even t u a l l y  r a i s e  t he 

con f l ic t i n g  s i t u a t i on , men t a l ly and soc i a l l y .  
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II.1.1.2. CH A R  A CT E R IS AT I 0 N 

C h arac t er i s  an ext ended verb a l  repre s e n t a t ion  o f  

human b e ing , t he i n n er se l f  t h a t  d e te r� i n e s  t hought,  

spe ec h and b e hav i ou r . ( Robert s , 198 9:14 3 )  

T he book L i terature , An In trod u c t i on t o  Read ing 

and  W r i t ing says t hat  in l i t era ture , however , a l l  

ac t i on s , in terac t ions , speeches and observ a t i on s  are 

arranged t o  g i v e  u s  t he d e ta i ls n e ed ed f or t he 

conc l u s ion abou t t h e  c h arac ter . In re l a t i on to  p lo t , i t  

i s  obv iou s t h a t  t he b e s t  p l o t  ari s e  n a t u ra l ly ou t o f  

c hara c t er i s  �c t ion , ga in ing  i n  cred ib i l i ty and a sens e 

of n a t ura l grow t h  from t h i s  f ac t. 

The  b a s i s  of a l i t erary work is d e f in i te ly ou t o f  
' 

an in f in i t e  range o f  human re l a t i on s h i p s . Con f l i c t ,  

con tras t and m i sund ers t and i n g  are bu t few obv i ou s  

r e l at i ons h ip be tween c h arac t er .  

Dep t h  o f  c harac t er i s a t ion m e an s  t he d eg r e e  o f  

r i c hness o r  comp l e t en e s s  o f  p r e s en ta t i on of c h a r ac t er.  A 

d eep portraya l  o f  c harac t er i s a t ion  t akes  i n t o  i t s  

accou n t  t h e  fac t t h a t  hu man m i nd i s  a comp l e x  t h i n g  of 

so many tra its , q u a l i t i e s , mo t ives , d e s ires  and 

conf l i c t . ( L i t t l e , 1966 : 91 )  An import an t  f e a t u r e  of 

d eep charac t er i s a t ion is  the  prese n t a t i on of 

d ev e l opmen t and c hange , and h ere we w i l l  en coun t er two 

types of  c ha r a c ter w h ic h  E . H Fors ter ca l l s 'round' and 

�flat· . ( Robert s , 1 9 89 : 1 4 3 ) 
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A round c ha r a cte r i s  one  maj o r  f igu r e  is the  w o r k  

who p r o f  i t s f r o m  expe r i en ce a n d  u�d e rgoes c han ge o f  some  

so r t . A round c ha rac t e r  u s u a l l y has many r ea l ist i c  

t r a i ts and a r e  r e l a t i v e ly fu l l y d eve l oped . Man y  major 

cha r ac t e r  a c t ed as the p ro tagon i s t  - - the c e n t e r  o f  

a t t en t i on 

e x h i b i ts 

moved aga i n s t  the an t agon i s t , and usu a l ly 

t he human a t t r i b u t es we expe c t  o f  round 

cha r a c t e r . 

A r o u nd cha rac t e r  w i th i t s  man y i n d i v id u a l  and 

u n p r ed i c t able hu man t r a i t s , a l so  b e c a u s e  ot the 

o r  g r owth they u nd e rgo as the r e s u l t  o f  

e xpe r i en c e s , t he re f o r e  c an b e  con s i d e r ed 

changes 

the i r  

dynamic 

cha rac t e r . Round cha r ac t e r  a r e  j u s t  as comp l ex and as 

difficult to u n d e rs tand as l i v ing p e op l e  and the r e f o r e  

t o t a l l y i d en t i f i ab l e  w i th i n  t he c l ass , occu p a t i on o r  

c i r c u ms t a n c e s  o f  wh i ch h e  o r  she i s  a p ar t . 

Con t ras ted t o  the r ound  cha rac t e r  i s  t he f l a t  

cha r a c t e r . Unlike r o und  cha r a c t e r ,  a f l a t  cha rac t e r  is 

und i s t i n gu i shab l e  f rom o the r pe rson s in p a r t i c u l a r  g r ou p  

o r  c l ass . The f l a t  cha ra c t e r  i s  represen t a t i v e  and 

us.ua.11.y_ m i n o r  cha rac t e r . F l a t  cha r ac t e r  do  n o t  change o r  

grow , and the re f o r e  the y a r e  static and n o t  d yn am i c  l i ke  

r o u nd cha r a c t e r . ( Robe r ts , 1 9 8 9:145-14 6 ) 

C l yd e i s  a r o u nd - d yn am i c  cha rac t e r . 

A l though t h roughou t the s t o r y  hi s b a s ic  t ra i t s rema i n  

u n c hange, and tha t only the su r f ace c hanges , 

oev e r th� l ess , h i s  u n p r of i tab l e  t r a i ts o f  cha ra c t e r  

change n ea r  the end o f  the s t o r y . The an a l ys is o n  his 
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cha r ac t e r  w i l l  b e  made based on how C l yd e ' s  c harac ter. 

unde rgoes some c h anges t ha t  even t u a l l y i t  is d eve l op ed 

socially and men ta l ly .  

II. 1.1.3. SETTING 

Se t t ing re f e r s  t o  t h e  n a t u ra l  and a r t i f i c i a l  

s c en e ry o r  e n v i ronmen t i n  wh i c h  c ha r a c t e r s  · l i ve and 

move , t oge t h e r  wit h  t he t h i n gs t hey u se . ( L i t e ratu re , An 

I n t roduc t i on to Read i n g  and Wr i t in g , 1 98 9:2 2 9 )  Se t t ing 

is  the p l a ce w h e re even ts occu r and the  t ime o r  age o f  

t he ac t i on . 

N e ve r t heles s , se t t i n g  mean s mo re  than j u s t  tha t , 

because  i t  e s t ab l i s he s  the  a tmosp h e r e  w h i c h  he l p s  c r e a t e  

t he mood. (Gu c hes , 1980:6 8) 

Se t t i n g  may a l so r e v e a l  some t h ing abou t t h e  

pe rson a l i t y o f  t h e  charac t e r  in  t h e  s t o ry . D e t a i l ed 

d es c r i p t ion  on se t t ing may r evea l t he c ha ra c t e r ' s  

person a l  t ra i ts ,  p e r s on a l  h ab i ts ,  soc i a l  s ta t u s  o r  

in t erests . 

The d ev e l opm en t o f  c h a r ac t e r s  t h r ough se t t i ne can 

be c o n sid e r ed e f fe c t i v e  because  t h e  t r a i t s and i n t e re s t s  

are imp l ied r a t h e r  t han exp l i c i t . P r of ound 

c ha r ac t e r i s a t i on c an be ac h i eved t hen , be cause t h i s  c an 

make the c h a r acter s  se em mo re  rea l.  I n  r e a l  l i f e ,  

however, we d o  make  op in  i ons abou t o t her  · p e op l e · s 

charact�r and habi ts thr ough i mp ress i ons . 
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Se t t i ng , �hen , may be  s imp l y  where  t he s to r y  t a kes 

p l ace , or  may be re l a ted t o  c harac t e r s , p lo t  o r  t he 

i d e as on symbo l ic l eve l s . ( Gu c hes , 1 9 80 : 68 )  

S e t t i n g  p l ays an i mpor t an t  p a r t  i n  C lyd e ' s  

d ev e l opmen t . H is e a r ly en v i r on men t in t h e  K an s as C i ty ' s  

p o o r e s t  area. h i s  mov i ng i n  v a r i o u s  c i t i e s , and f in a l ly 

in  Lycu rgus w he r e  h i s  major c hanges  t ake p lace. each 

con t r i b u t e s  t o  h i s  c on f l i c t  and c ondu c t . 

I t  i s  obv i o u s  t ha t  e v e r y  p l ace and · Ci rcums t an ces  

where  C l yd e l i ves  i n f l u e n c e  h i s  reason s , reac t i ons. 

cond u c t  and d e v e l opmen t .  

II.1.3. Psychological Approach 

Psych o l ogy has long been r e c ogn i zed as hav i ng 

c e r t a i n  i mp o r t an t  v a l u e s  t o  wr i t e r s  and c r i t i cs of  

l i t e r a tu re . A l t hough c harac t e r s  i n  t he s tory  are  

a f t e ra l l  n o t h i n g  bu t · a f i c t i t i o n a l  ind i v id u a l ,  i t  i s  

un av o i d ab l e  t hat t hese  9har ac t e r s  be hav i o u r  i s  human 

. be hav i ou r  w ho has i n  i t  c e r t� i n  fo rces , d r i v e s  or n eeds 

t hat- are s ign i f i c an t  m·o t i v a t o r s  of human · n a t u r e . 

(Gu c hes , 1 980: 1 14 )  

P r im a r i l y ,  t h i s  s tudy d e a ls w i t h  t he 

9on f l i c t  of the ma i n  charac t e r. Even i f  t h e  w r i te r  

psycho l og i ca l  app roach , t h i s  d o e s  n o t  mean t ha t  

s tudy t e n d s  t o  b e n d  t o  o t h e r  f i e ld o r  s tudy . 

inner  

uses  

t h is 

The 

psyc ho l og i c a l  app roach i s  u s ed o n l y  t o  support t he 

revea l ing o f  C lyd e ' s  i n n e r  con f l i c t . The psyc holog i c a l  
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app r o a c h  app l i ed to  c la r i fy t he s i t u a t ion  o r  conf l ic t  

w he r e  t he m a i n  c ha r ac t e r  is d r awn in to  and what k ind o f  

consequ en c e s  he have t o  d e a l w i t h .  

A psycho l og i c a l  con f l i c t  m ay occu r w hen  t he 

c ha r ac t e r  i s  e n c ou n t e r ing c ho i c e s  and a l te r n a t ives , and 

conseq u en t ly t he c ha r ac te r  mu s t  a l s o  en cou n t e r  and d e a l  

w i t h  d e s i rab l e  o r  u nd e s i r ab l e  r e su l t .  ( H unn , 1962: 54) 

I n  t h i s  case , the  psycho logi c a l  appr o a c h  is mean t 

17 

t o  c l a r i fy t he men t a l  p r ocesses o f  C lyd e's m ind . I t  -

s e r ves  to  r e v e a l  how he c omes t o  w h a t  he i s , t o  g ive 

d e sc r ip t i on of h is m ind , t he p rocess  of how C lyd e ' s  

con s i o u sness  and - u n c on s c i ousness  have l e ad to  w h a t  he 

has d o n e  p e r s on a l ly and soc i a l ly t ha t  ev id en t ly has l e ad 

h im t o  h is g r ave . 

H e r e , t h e  w r i t e r  is  s e e k ing he lp and suppo r t  f rom 

some conc e p t s  of F reud abou t human m ind . 

II.1.3.1. The usage of Freud's con cept about human mind 

in the cha racter of Clyde 

S igmund F re ud i s  one  o f  t he most i n f luen t ia l  

p s y c ho log i s t  i n  psychoan a l ys i s  app r o a c h  i n  l i t e r a tu re . 

( Gu c he s , 1 980: 144 ) W i t h in An Am erican Tragedy, 

obv i ou s ly,  t he author D r e i s e r  has bu i l t C lyde ' s  

c ha r ac t e r  b ased on F r eu d's concep t . 

F r eud d iv i d ed human m ind ' s s t r u c tu re o rgan i za t i on 

i n t o  t hr e e  psyc h i c  zon e: id� ego and superego. ld o r  t he 

p l e asu r e  p r i n c ip l e  i s  t he sou r c e  o f  human ene rgy 

(l i b i d o) , ag r e ss i on and d e s i r e s . Id knows no e t h ics , 
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l og i c  o r  v a l u e  and con s id e red amo r a l , d ev i l  - even , i f  

w e  r e f e rs t o  t he o l og i c a l  t e rms . Ego o r  t he rea l i ty 

p r i n c i p l e  f un c t i o n ed t o  r egu l a t e  id ' s  d r i ves , t o  gov e rn 

and c han n e l  i t  i n t o  a soc i a l l y  accep tab l e  ou t le t s . Ego 

pos tpon es  o r  a l t e r s  t h e  d emand i n t o  some t h ing 

rea l i s t i c a l l y  o b t a i n ab le .  Superego o r  t h e  mora l i ty 

p r i n c i p l e  i s  t h e  sou rce  o f  c on sc i en c e  and p r id e .  I f  t he 

ego can n o t  d iv e r t  o r  postpone t he id's i l l og i c a l  

d emand , s u p e rego b l oc ks t he f u l f i l men t b y  f o rc ing i t  

back  i n t o  u n consc i o u snes s  t hen  repre s s i n g  i t .  

c an a l so c r e a tes  w hat  i s  gene r a l l y  t e rmed as 

Supe r ego 

a gu i l t 

comp l ex; an u n c onsc i ou s , b r o od ing sense o f  gu i l t . 

Dre i s e r  had o b v i o u � l y  bu i l t  h i s  c ha r acter 

C l yd e ' s  c harac t e r  on t h e mod e l  of  Fr eud i an id , ego and 

supe rego . C lyd e espec i a l l y in t h e  scene w h e r e  he 

con t emp l a t i n g  of k i l l ing Rober t a  t ha t  he has two 

· se l ves · - -p erhaps on t he mod e l  o f  Freud ' s  id and 

superego . The d ev i l is h  t houg h t  - - ·gen ie o f  h is d a r k e s t  

and w e a ke s t  s id e ' is t he id ' s  impu l se , i t  i s  

i rr a t i on a l , obv i ou s ly se l f  d e s t ru c t i v e , n ev e r t h e l e s s , 

t h e  i d ' s  d emand c an n o t  b e  a l te red o r  pos tpon ed by t he 

ego as t h e r e  i s  n o  reason ab l e  and l og i c a l  way ou t f o r  

t h e  p red i camen t he a n d  Robe r t a  w e r e  i n  - - t h e  abo r t i on 

p i l l s d o e s  n o t  w o r k  and t he d o c t o r  d oes  n o t  wan t t o  d o  

t he · abo rt i on . A l t hough , based o n  mora l and soc i a l  

abs t ra t i on h e  was s o  l ong accus t omed t o  - - h i s  

C l yd e was a t  f i r s t  reje c t ed t h i s  i d e a  o f  

supe rego 

k i l l ing 
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Roberta, moment by moment, his rejection grows 

and weaker for eventually ceased and at the 

self destructiveness of the id makes its way in 

Roberta -- the barrier to his happiness. 

19 

weaker 

end the 

killing 

Here obviously we can see that Clyde's repressed 

id from the very beginning of his restrained childhood 

until he comes to what he is, does not go in harmony 

with his ego, not to mention his superego. 

II.1.4. Social Approach 

Using a social or sociological approach on a piece 

of literary work means that the analysis will be made 

based on social viewpoint. It is possible to view a 

certain system of society or changes happened in it 

through literature. 

Clyde Griffiths was brought up in 1920s American 

society. At that time, the American society is in the 

early phase of capitalism where many changes has taken 

place. The society at that time ls a society which 

deifies material and worldly success the American 

Dream myth believed by most Americans -- as the result 

of capitalism on one hand and still holds tightly the 

strict moral conventions on the other hand. 

The American Dream myth as stated by Horton et 

al., holds true for most Americans believing that man 

constantly desires to better his lot, spiritually as 

well as materially, and that he is almost equally 
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desirous of the welfare of his fellow man. 

Thus these arose a great tradition, a myst)que 
which inspired many thousands of young men for 
three generations and which seemed to be cast in 
the beat spirit of democracy. Taught from 
childhood, immortalized by the avidly read novels 
of Horatio Algers and his imitators, the tradition 
exalted the virtues of pluck and luck, of 
relentless industry, of the boundless ambition and 
self reliance which, in a world of ever-increasing 
opportunity, would carry the worthy from rags to 
riches, from humble (though never disgraceful), 
povert to the peak of wealth, power and universal 
acclaim, <Background of American Li terary Though t, 
1974:158) 

As a son of a poo! street preacher, Clyde who could not 

block the temptation of beauty and luxury of life, had 

determined at any rate to admit himself into this 

grandeur of American Dream. He suffered a lot to win a 

foothold in the slippery social world, exhaust h�mself 

to gain success despite his lack of education and 

training. Money, worldly success, sensual gratification 

were the only end he knew or could name. 

A greedy opportunist and intense social climber, 

Clyde could not help himself when he got involved into 

an illicit relationship -- a break in the society's 

conventioned norms. 

Emile Durkheim had suggested in Dreiser's days that 
when men speak of force external to themselves 
which they are powerless to control, their subject 
is not God, but social organization. Norms .. . what 
happened when they are violated, norms developed 
outside the individual consciousness and exist 
prior to it, we internalize them and are fully 
aware of their grip only when our behaviour is 
deviant, (An American Tragedy, Af terword, 1964:818) 

., 
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When eventually Clyde committed a crime of killing his 

pregnant lover, he could not be blamed entirely. The 

society with its glimpses of beauty, wealth and luxury 

had also erred Clyde, wh� had remained hopeful for some 

unexpected sign to release his hunger and craving for a 

state of grace. 

American society places great emphasis on 

individual succes, but excludes some of its member from 

the possibility of achieving the goal; hence, it follows 

that those caught in.this trap choose crime as a way 

out, ( The American System of Criminal Justice, 1983: 38) 

Clyde's conflict here can be considered his 

conflict with the society. He could not and did not dare 

to resist the force of society, therefore he had choosen 

crime as his way out instead of holding fast to his road 

in grasping the grace of life. 
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H .L. H e n c ken in  h i s  c ommen t a r y  in  t he In t roduc t i on 

t o  An Amei·i can Ti·sgedy s i 111p l y  c omme n t ed t h a t  t h i s  b o o k  

w a s  D r e i s e r ' s  g r e a t e s t  s u c c e s s . 

H e  s a id t hat as a " ma t t e r -of- fac t "  

Dre iser  had d ep i c t ed a l l c h arac t e r s  in  h i s  

p e op l e  h e  had kn o wn , man o r  woman a l i ke - - f o r  

C l yd e G r i f f i t hs i s  n o t  j u s t  a p r o t o type f r om 

n o ve l i s t , 

n o ve l as 

examp l e ,  

t he r e a l  

Ches t e r  G i l l e t t e . h e  i s  a l s o  a be l l  boy enc oun tared in  

C h icago, his  .imp rac t ic a l  f a t he r  is  an  a c t u a l st ree t 

pr eac her D r e i s e r  d ound b a c k  in  189 1 i n  Kansas C i ty .  

H e n c ken a l so c ommen t ed upon Dre i se r ' s  u sage o f  F r eud i an 

c on c e p t  i n  t he n ove l - - t he imbec i l i ty o f  j udges and the  

d i s t r i c t  a t t o rney  in t e rms of  i n f  ara t i  le  supp r ess i o n s. 

N e ve r t he l ess - - h e  sa id  - - t h a t  t h i s  b o o k  i s  mu c h  more  

heav i l y m a r ked by  t h e  ' c hem i c' t he o r y  of  hu man b e h av i ou r 

t ha t  en t e r t a in ed h im d u r ing  t he twen t i es . The t h e o ry 

t ha t  has mad e D r e i se r  a c omp l e t e f a t a l i s t  and a n i h i l is t  

i n  t h e  d om a i n  o f  mor a l s . 

H .L. H en c ken s ta t ed t ha t  a l though  he d id n o t  t h in k  

that An A111e1·ican Tragedy was obscene  o r  porn ograh i o ,  he 

regarded t he n ove l as p r o f o u nd l y  immo r a l . I f  i t  teaches 

an y t h ing a t  a l l ,  i t  i s  that  c om i t t i ng a mu rd ed is sort  

of a biological accident, like breaking a l eg or  

b e c om i ng a f a t he r . 

An American Tragedy o f f e rs a pic t u r e  o f  p ro f ou nd 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI A STUDY ON SOCIAL... LUSVITA FITRI NUZULIANTI



23. 

traged y t hr ough  a su i t ab l y  me l an c h o l y  temp e r amen t .  The 

au t h o r ' s  b r o od i n g , n o t ed by so many c r i t ic s  u n c apab l e  

o f  inven t ing a b e t t e r  wor ld , i s  a l l  ove r i t. I t  i s  n o t  

on ly  a m in u t e ly d e t a i led p ic t u r e  o f  o n e  u nhappy young 

man ' s  l i f e , i t  i s  a commen t ary upon human l i f e  in 

gen e r a l .  D r e i se r  s aw t h a t  w i t h in t he d ays the s t o r y  was 

wr i t t en , l i fe was p r ed om i n an t l y  hope l e s s  

mean i n g l ess . . I n  t he n ove l ,  D r e i s e r  i s  s ay i n g  t h a t  

agon i e s o f  man k ind a r e  essen t i a l ly i r emed i ab l e  and 

lay t hem n o t  to t h e  s in s  of e c on o m i c  roya l is t , bu t 

t he b l ind b l und e r i n g  o f  t h e  G od respon s i b l e f o r  

comp l exes , suppres s i on s , ho rmon e s  and v a i n  d r e ams. 

and 

t he 

t o  

t o  

i ts 

O th e r  i n t e r e s t i ng c o mmen t ar y  on An American 

Tragedy i s  I rv ing  H owe ' s  a f te rword f o r  t h e  n ove l . Irv i n g  

i s  ag ree w i t h  H e n c ken t ha t  t h i s  nove l i s  indeed 

D r e i se r ' s  maj o? ach i evemen t. The n ove l i s  more 

c on s i s t e n t  i n  t o n e  and less ado r n ed w i t h ' l i t e r ar y· 

pas t e  gems . Even t hough D re i s e r  s t i l l  t oy i n g  w i th h i s  

·kn own en o rm o u s  m is t akes  in  g rammar , p r e ten t i ou sn es s  and 

gauc h e r ie ,  i t  has at l e a s t  t h e  n ega t ive v i r t u e  o f  

c a l l i n g  l ess a t ten t ion t o  i t se l f . 

An Amer ican Tragedy i tse l f  is  n o t  l i k e  D r e i s e r ' s  

o t he r  e a r l i e r  n ove l s  w h i c h  d e a l t  w i t h  somewhat  l im i ted 

asp e c t  o f  Ame r i c an l i f e . T he n ove l ,  en o rmous  i n  scope 

and ambition, requires t o  be judges n o t  mere l y  as an 

e x t end ed s tu d y  o f  t he Ame r i c an l ow e r - m idd l e  c l ass d u r i n g  

t he t wen t i es , bu t a ls o  a k in d  o f  parab l e  t o  t he Ame r ic an 

n a t i on a l  expe r i ence . The b a r e  o u t l i n e  o f  t h e  s t o r y  c an 
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show how mu c h  Ame r i c an d es i r e  ( d r eam ) i n v o l ve s  an 

obscu re youth. am i ab l e  bu t wea k ,  i s  l i f ted by c hance 

f r om pove r t y  to  t h e  poss i b i l i ty o f  w inn i n g  p l easu re and 

and wea l t h , even if he mu s t  abandon t he p i e ty o f  h is 

fu ndamen ta l i s t  upb ring ing and sacr i f i ce t h e  tend e r  

young woruan  who has g i ven  h i m  the tas te  o f  p u r e  

a f f e c t i on .  H owe remarked t hat i n  t h i s  case , soc i e t y 

a l so consp i res  t o  p e r s u ad e  h im t h a t  h i s  go•ls a r e  

ad m i rab l e ,  even sac red . H e  n o t i c e s  t ha t  o t h�rs n o  

be t te r  endowed t han h imse l f  enj oy t h e  p r i v i leges o f  

money a s  i f  i t  w e r e  i n  t h e  ve ry n a t u r e  o f  t h ings  t h e y  

shou ld , bu t en t ang l emen ts o f  h i s  p a s t  now  f o rm a ba r r i e r  

t o  rea l izing h i s d e s i r e s  and t o  b r e a k  t h rough t h i s  

ba r r i e r  he mu s t  res o r t  t o  c r i m in a l  m ean . C l yd e m a y  n o t  

n e c e s s a r i l y c o mm i t  t he mu rd e r  h e  h ad p l an n ed , bu t m ig h t  

as  w e l l  h a v e , n e ve r t he l e s s , h e  i s  t rapped i n  t he 

m ac h i n e ry o f  soc i a l  pun i s hmen t ,  and d e s tr oyed . 

Clyde G r iffiths , t h e  n o ve l ' s  m a i n  c ha r ac t e r , 

accord ing to H owe is n o t  i n  an y t r ad i t i on a l  s e n s e  h e r o i c  

or  t r agi c. A c ha r ac t e r  w i t h ou t any asser t iv e  w i l l ,  l ac k s  

a n y  compe l l i ng id e as. and a l s o  in  end u ran c e  o f  pa i n . I n  

h i s  p u n y  se l f , C lyd e i s  j u s t  a l i t t l e  m o r e  t han a 

c l ouded r e f l e c t i on o f  t he p u n y  wor ld  ab .ou t h im .  C l yd e i s  

sign i f i c ance in  the way he repr esen t s  n o t  o u r  po ten t i a l  

greatness bu t ou r collec t i ve sma l l n ess , equ a l  t o  ou r 

fMJ} i s h  t a s t e s  and t awd ry amb i t i on s .  H e  i s  t h e  p a r t  o f  

ou rse lves, a se t t l ed res i d en c e  i n  w h i c h  w e  take  no  
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p r id e . C lyd e · weaknesses a r e  t he e s s en t i a l  s hodd i n e s s  o f  

mor t a l i t y , t he embod i men t o f  t h e  n o t h i ngn e s s  i n  ou r 

hear t of ou r s c h eme  o f  t h ings , o f  ou r soc i a l  

asp i r a t i on s . 

H e  i s  t he rep resen t a t i o n  o f  ou r u n ac kn o w l edged 

v a l u e s , powe r fu l espec i a l l y b e c au s e  D r e i se r  keeps a 

majes t i c b a l an c e  b e t we en sympa t hy and c r i t i c i sm .  C lyd e 

is a c ha r a c t e r  a s  H owe s a w  i t  - - o f  c oncen t ra t i on o f  

the traged y o f  hum an w as t e , e n e rg i es , t a l en t s ,  

a f fe c t i ons , a l l  u n u s ed - - t he essen t i a l  mean i n g  o f  t he 

t r aged y i t se l f . 

T h e  w r i t e r  b e l i ev e s  t ha t  t h e r e  a r e  mo r e  s tud i e s  on 

t h i s n ovel . N e ve r t he l e s s , t h e r e  a r e  a l ways l ac k s  in t he 

p ro c e s s  o f  d o i n g  t h i s  an a lys i s  t h a t  t h e  w r i t e r  f i n d s  i t  

q u i te d i f f i c u l t  t o  f ind o t he r  sou r c e s . On t h e  o t he r  

hand , t he s tu d y  o n  t h i s  p a r t i cula r  n ove l cond u c t ed b y  

t he wr i te r  w i l l  be based o n  a d i f f e ren t v i ew i n  o rd er 

t o  make  v a r i e t y  i n  t h e  r e s e a rches o f  t h i s  n o ve l . 
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