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CHAPTER FOUR 

THE INTRIN SIC ELEMENTS OF " AN AMERICAN TRAGEDY .. 

This chapter is the analys i s  on the intr i n s i c  

elements o f  'An Ameri can Tragedy ' ,  I n  the first part of 

th i s  chapter , the writer is mak ing a table on sett ing , 

plot and con f l i c t  in a chronological order ac cord ing to 

the d evelopmen t of the story. The novel itself i s  

dev ided into three books , therefore the table is made 

into three parts according to each book its represented. 

U sing this table it will be eas i er to grasp in 

chronological order the enormous d etails of the 

novel . The table is the gu ide to make a clear and sound 

analysis about the subj ec t of thi s  chapter. 

The analys i s  about the novel ' s  i n trin s ic elements ; 

plot , charac ter , and setting - - is made in the second 

part of this chapter . This analysis is made to see how 

these elemen ts are in separable , and how they always 

make contribution to each other . Due to thi s  fac t ,  

even thou�h the writer devides them i n to sub- chapters, it 

is only to make the analys i s  techn i cally easy to follow 

and brief . Since conflict i s  the main subj ect of this 

thesis , the wri ter decides to p u t  the analys i s  of 

conflict in a separate chapter . 

Note : 

All i talics found in the q uotati-0n of the analysis are 

the author · s  own italic s .  
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I V �  1 .  CllARAC1'ER 

T h � m a i n  c h � r a c t e r  o f  t h i s n ove l i s  C l yd e 

G r i f f i t hs , s o n  6 f  & poor  s t r e e t  p reac h e r  i n  K a n sas  C i ty .  

P l i y D i <.ad 1 y ,  h e  i s  a good loo k ing young man , t a ll and 

r a t he r s l i g h t  in  f igu re  w i t h a s t ra ig h t , we l l - cu t n ose , 

h i gh , w h i t e  f o r e head , wavy , glossy b l ac k  h a i r ,  and 

l i� u id b l a c k  eyes t h a t  a r e  me l an cho l y  and app e al ing a t  

t i me s . { p .  1 8 ) 

B o r n  ou t o f  s u c h  a t r i v i a l  f a m i ly l i k e  h i s ,  Clyd e 

i :;  c l ta r a c te r i zed as  a · sens i t i ve and observan t you t h ' ,  

· p l a i n l y pagan r a t h e r  t han r e l i � i o u s · ( p .  8 ) , 

· emo t i on a l  and roman t i c ' ,  s hy and f r u s t r a t ed - - he felt 

ashamed , d ragged ou t of n o rma l l i f e ,  to  b e  mad e a show 

a n d  j e s t  o f ' ( p . 1 0 ) . An au t hor i t a t i ve vo i c e  o ve r  Clyd e 

p resen t ed h im a s  " va i n  and p r oud as he was p o o r'( p .  1 1 ) ,  

. t ha t  evas ion and con c e a lmen t we re  n a tu re t o  h i s  

d i sp o s i on ' { p . 92 ) .  t h a t  ' he had soul t h a t  was n o t  

d e s t i n ed t o  grow u p ' ( p . 1 6 9 ) ,  t h a t  ' he h ad a n  imma t u re ,  

p tiys i c:a l l y un i l l u m i n a t ed m i n d ' ( p . 1 8 8 ) and t h a t  h i s  was 

a n at u r a l l y se l f i s h  and amb i t i o u s  and seek i n g  

d i R p o s i t i on · { p  . 296 ) . 

A l l  o f  t hese ed i t o r i a l  com men ts , t hough a 

d e v as t a t i n g  p ic tu r e o f  a p ro t agon i s t , s ho c k  u s  l e s s  t han 

w h a t C l yd e d o e s  i n  a c t i on , o r  h ow he t h i n ks �bou t 

ti i nise 1 f .  

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI A STUDY ON SOCIAL... LUSVITA FITRI NUZULIANTI



36 

l n  t he ear l y  s t age of his deve l opment, there is 

a l ways a pa i n fu l c o l l i s i on between a character so lack 

in ev e r yth i ng , so i l l y - f o rmed hy the f am i l y  so 

i mp ove r i s h ed men t a l l y and ma t e r i a l l y w ith the 

s u r r o u n d i n g  soc i ety . P o o r  as he i s , C lyde can not br i ng 

h i m se l f  i n t e r e s t ed i n  t he t y p e  o f  wo r k  t h a t  is purely 

m an u a l he i s  too  p roud t o  be the one ; " he f e l t  

h i m s e l f abov e t he type  o f  w o r k  wh i c h  was pu r e l y  manu a l " 

( p . 1 8 ) . He  d FJ B i t' e s  to  h a v e  some th ing  more - - · wasn ' t it 

men i a l , as m i se r a b l e  a s  t h e l i fe h e  has t hu s  f a r  been 

l e ad i ng , to �e a r  o ld c l o t hes  and �e t  u p  so e a r l y  in the 

ru o r n i n g  a n d d o  a l l  t he common p l ace  t h i ngs s u c h  people 

had t o  do ? '  ( p . 1 8 ) . 

T o  u nd e r s tand t h i s  a t t i tu d e , Qn e mu s t  t race  it 

b a c k  to h i s  c h a r ac t e r . Besides a r r ogan t and p roud, Clyde 

was o n e  o f t hose i n t e r e s t i ng i nd iv i du a ls who l ooked 

upon h i mse l t' as a t h ing apa r t  - - n e ver qu i te who l ly and 

ind i sso l ub l y merged wi t h  t he fsm i  ly o f  w h  h:h he i s  a 

membe r ,  and n e ve r  wi t h  any profound ob l.igs t i ons to those 

who had b e en r e spon sj b l e  f o r  h i s  com i ng to the world " 

( p . 1 8 )  

On t he o t he r  h and , he i s  ind eed l a c k ing i n 

e d u c a t i o n  a n d  p r ac t i ca l t r a i n ing . T he s ame attitude is 

l a t u r  r � f l � c t ed in h i s  f i r s t  j ob i n  h i s  un c l e ' s  compan y . 

T he p o v e r t y  o f  t he f am i l y  toge t h e r  w i t h  h is 

e a g e r n e s o  f o r  a n y t h i ng i n  l i fe  t ha t  spe l l ed ' p l e a s u r e ' 

has l e f t  C l yd e  t h e p r e y f o r  t h e v a l u e s in t he hote l . and 
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s t r e e t s  e v id en t ly p r oves to  g i ve  n o t h ing to  t he 

b e n e f i t  o f  h i s own d eve l opmen t .  

T he hote l l i f e i s  in fac t h i s  c o l l ege , t he 

m i n i a t u r e o f  t he Lycu rgus · soc i a l  � l i t e  h e  w i l l  l a t e r  

b re a k  i n t o . 

T h i s  s t age o f  l i f e , i n s t ead o f  g i v ing h i m  the 

' p l easu re pu rsu i t ' p r in c ip l e t ha t  w i l l  a l ways s l an t h i s  

cond u c t  in  l a t e r  s t age , i s  a l s o  g i v ing h i m  r eason t o  

make a fa l s e  b r e akaway f rom i t .  Se l f  de l u s i onmen t l i ke 

t h i s , has l ong c harac t e r i zed h im in  c ond u c t s  and 

con f l i c t s . 

W hen e v e ry t h ing tu rns i n t o  a mess and d an g e r  t o  

h i s  p r esence  in  Kan sas C i t y ;  t h e  c a r  a c c i d en t ,  C l yd e  

runs away 

even tu a l l y 

C h i cago . I t  

and wand e r s  f rom t own t o  t own 

secu r e s  a j ob in t he Un i on Leag u e  

is a h o t e l  mos t ly a t t en d ed by  

r i c hes t , mos t in f lu en t i a l  and  mos t  r e f ined men . 

b e f o r e  

C lu b  in 

Ame r i c a ' s  

Du r ing h i s phase o f  w o r k ing in t h is h o te l , C lyd e 

i s  ab l e  t o  d eve lop n e w  t r a i ts  i n  h i s person a l i ty - - more 

gen t l eman ly , rese r ved and l e ss roman t ic , also  t he 

d e te rm in a t ion to  g i ve away a l l  t he e l emen ts o f  m isgu ided 

sex w h i c h evi d en t l y  has become on e o f  t he e l emen t s  t ha t  

had b r ough t h i s down fa l l  b a c k  in Kansas C i t y . 

T hese  n e w  t r a i l s ,  howeve r , a r e  j u s t  on the 

su r f ace . H i s bas i c  and mos t p e r s i s t en t t ra i ts are  s t i l l  

w i t h i n  h im u n c hange - - evas i v e n ess , u n awaren ess , s e l f  

d e l u s i o n  to n ame a few . C l yde d e l udes  h imse l f  t o  
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E1 b a 1 1 d o n h i s f o r me r · c h e ap d e s i r e and f alse 

g r a t i f i c a t i on ·  on l y  to c r e a t e  a n ew o n e  in a d i f fe r en t  

man n e r .  T h i s  d e v a s t a t ing c i r c l e o f  l i f e  - - n o  ma t te r  how 

mu c h  C l yd e  d elud e s  h i ms elf t h a t  he has changed to b e  a 

b e l t e r  m a n  w i l l  happen aga in s i n c e  h i s  bas i c  

c h a r � c t e r i s t i c s  a r e n e v e r  c h anged . 

D u r i n g  t he e a r l y  p hase o f  h i s L ycu rgus l i fe , C l yde  

s u f f e r s a lo t f rom the  i nd i f fe r ence and n egligence  f rom 

h i s u n c l e " s  r i c h  fam i ly , and f rom t h e  men i al j ob he 

s u p � o s ed to w o r k  f o r  h e r e . B e ing a proud man and a lways 

u n d e r e s t i ma t e s  men i al works , C l yd e  has m ad e  t he 

s i t u a l i on m o r e  o r less t he s a m e  w i t h t h e  f o r m e r  

m i s e r a b l e  one in  K a n s a s  C i t y . Only t h i s  t i me i t  i s  added 

l o  t h e f ac t  t h a t  he r e  he is a G r i f f i t h s  f o r  s om e t h ing he 

c a n  r e a l l y p r o u d  o f , w h i l e in Kansas C i ty ,  t h e r e  i s  

n o t h i n g t o  b e  p r oud o f  b e ing a G r i f f i t h s . 

W hen h i s  cond i t ibn h as a t endency to re t u rn t o  

h i s  w r e t c h ed e a r l y  l i fe , Clyd e i s  a lso back t o  h i s  

f o rm e r  a t t i tud e t h a t  has colou red mos t o f  h i s  d ays back 

t h e r e  - - r e b e l l i o u s , ye t le t ha r g i c  at  t i mes . For  t h i s  is  

a s l a p  to h i s  amb i t i on s , d i spos i t ions  and d e s i res . 

H e e l i n g h n d  f a l l i ng in  l ov e  w i t h  Robe r t a  A id e n  a t  

t h i s  ·' c r u c i a l  t i m e , d u e  to h i s lon e l i n e s s  and 

f r u s t r a t i o n , Clyd e  g i v e s  u p  to h e r  ma t e r n a l  sol i c i tu d e . 

li a p p i l y  i 1 1  c o n v e n t i o n a l i z ed l o v e  a t  f i r s t , w i t h the  

· p l e a s u r e - p r i n c i p l e ' s t ill d w e l ls w i t h i n him  u n change , 

Robe r t a  t o  e s t ab l i s h  a n  i ll i c i t  

r � l & t. i on s ta i p  w i t t1 h i m . 
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F rom the very beg inn ing , C lyde has p l ayed a ve ry 

c u n ning and s l y  politics o f  sexu a l i ty between these two 

opp osite sexes . I t  is true that he rea l i zes the d ange r 

and d i f ficu l ty this re l ationship wil l l ead , 

n e v e rthe l ess ,  his ego and ambitions wi l l  never perm it 

h i m  to pu l l  b a c k  his demand to Roberta : 

For , as he now d ark l y  and vaguely thought , if he 
sought a re l ationship wh i ch her prej udices and 
train ing wou ld n ot perm it her took upon as anything 
but e v i l ,  was not thereby estab lishing in some fo r m  
a c l aim on her p art to some c onsiderat i on from h i m  
in the future which it m ight be not s o  e asy fo r h i m  
t o  i gnore ? Fo r after a l l ,  he was the agressor , not 
she . And because of th is , might not she be in a 
position to d em and mo re from him than he might be 
wi l ling to giv e ?  . . .  Therefore . shoul d  he proceed 
t o dem and - - o r  sho u ld he not ? And if he d id ,  
c o u l d  he avoid that which wou l d  prec lude any c l a im 
in the futu re ? ( p .  2 9 5 �296 ) 

This t e r r i b l e game of  sexua l p o lit i cs and calculat i on - -

the sexu a l ec onomics , has unconsciously p l ayed by Clyd e 

and Robe rta . On p a r �  o f  Roberta , Clyde is much more than 

a supe rio r  and a l ove r .  he is a l so a Griff iths , wh i oh 

mean s a l ot .  A Grif fithi means a r epresentat i �e of a 

m u c t1 highe r soc i a l  c l ass . t�e h i gher w o r ld so d iffe rent 

f r om h e r  own " basement Mor l d "  ( p . 1 90 ) . Rob�rta does 

y i e l d t o  C l yd e ' s  b l and ishmen t as the resu lt o f  her 

pk t hA t i c  e f fo r t  to escape f rom this wor ld . I ron i c a l l y ,  

h e r  p o s i t i on i s  v e r y  mu ch s i m i l a r  w i th C lyde ' s  position 

w i t h Sond r a . Besid es that . the yie l d ing is a lso c aused 

b y  t h e  n a t u ra l · o v e rmaste r i ng u rge of repressed and 
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recogn i t ion ·  

B e i n g  a 

q u a  l i  t y , C 1 y'd e 

characte r  so cr i ppled i n  

has long tasted the 

any appealing 

negl i gence and 

i g n o r an c e  o f  the soc i ety . Coirab i ned with h is bas i c  trai t  

has as a p r oud and arrogant you ng man , th is cond ition 

su p r e s sed h is d es ires to ove rcome and to have a 

p rom i nent af f irmat i on from the others. Roberta is  the 

one woman he can conq u e � . That is  the cause why Clyde 

w i l l  n e ve r  allow Roberta to rej ect any of h is w i l l : and 

h a s  s l yly and cu nn i n gly p lay ed the game of sexual 

pol it ics and econom ics . 

O t her s i de of th is c l andest ine relat ions hip i s  

s e r ved to b e  the r e flect ion o f  Clyde ' s  r ebellious mood 

t oward t he i ll-treatment of h is h ig� class relat i ves 

espec i a l l y and gener�lly toward the neglect ion and 

supp r e s s i on of the soci ety toward h i m wh ich has slanted 

h is l i f e  f rom the beg i nn ing . 

T h e  natu r e  of the relat ions h ip i t � elf a 

c landest i n e  one s ince the t i me it is  establ i shed and 

n ev e r  b e cam e  an open one unt i l  the death of Rob�rta 

i s  du e to h i s bas ic and pe rs istent trai ts - - that once 

a g a in evas i on and concealment we r e  natur e  to his · 

d i spos it i o n · .  I t  i s  also du e to C l yde ' s  fear . coward ice 

f.t 1 1 d  <: a J c:: u l & L i o1 1  l CJ w a rd t he soc i a l  f o r c:e und convent ion . 

C l yd � r e b e l s , bu t he i s  a lso af r a id of the soc i ety ' s  

r CJ r c e . 
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By a " tw i s t  o f  f a t e . C l yd e  once  aga i n  m e e t s  t he 

beau t i fu l , r i c h  and a l l u r ing Sondra F i n c h l e y , the g i r l  

he has a l ways d r eamed o f . 

W i t h  h i s  u n c hanged t r a i t s ,  and the  d e s i r e  for  

p l easu r e  s t i l l  l oud l y  k n o c k ing and f l am ing for 

r e c ogn i t ion , C l yde beg i n s  to f o ld h imse l f  i n t o  t he 

e x c ru c i a t ing and h a r row ing momen ts  w i t h  Robe r t a . 

F o r  h e r e  i s  Sond r a , w h o  seems to  b e  y e r y  

i n t e r es t ed i n  and ' a t t rac t ed t o  h i m , t he emb l e m  and 

symbo l f o r  e v e r y t h ing  he has ever  d re amed o f , t he symb o l 

f o r  an y t h i ng spe l l ed ' p l easu re · ,  t he g l i t t e r ing  w o r ld l y  

success  and ma t e r i a l i s m , ' g i r l  o f  t h i s upper  l e ve l who 

h ad mos t ma t e r i a l i zed and magn i f i ed for h im the mean ing 

o f  t ha t  uppe r l eve l i ts e l f " ( p . 308 ) .  And who  i s  Robe r ta?  

A g i r l  who s o  c l ose l y  i d en t i f i ed w i t h  t he pove r t y he is  

a l ways  l on g  t o  escap e  f r om . A g i r l  t o  w hom " he has n o t  

b e en ab l e  t o  say f o r  t he t i me be ing  t h a t  s h e  i s  n o t  

wo r t hy o f  h i m , o r  t ha t  he m ig h t  n o t  happy i n  case  i t  i s  

poss i b l e  o r  ad v i sab l e  f o r  h im t o  ma r r y  h e r · ( p . 288 ) 

N e v e r t he l es s , as  p r ev i ou s l y  d es c r i bed - - C l yd e  i s  

sen s i t i ve . H e  has enough c on sc i en c e  and sen s i t iv i ty in 

h i m  f i rs t  i t  s hows when C l yd e  f e e l s  t ha t  h e  has 

t re a t ed h i s mo t her bad l y  at t he t ime s he rea l l y n e ed h i s  

h e l p , a n d  l a t e r  t.Jhen h e  d ea l s  w i t h  Robe r t a  a f t e r  he 

beg i u s  to d e v e l op a keen i n t e r e s t  i n  Sond ra .  

S o  t h r i l l ed t.J&s  h e  a t  the  poss i b i l i t y o f  r e 
'3 1 1 c o u n t e r  w i th Sond r a , he d ec id ed t o  t ha t  he wou ld 
� H n c � l t h i s  l a s t  even i n g  engageme� t t.J i t h Hob e r ta , 
:J l t ho u g h  n o t  w i t ho u t some 111i sgi v i ngs as t o  the 
di ffi cu l ty as we l l as t h e  decen cy o f  i t . ( p . 330 ) 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI A STUDY ON SOCIAL... LUSVITA FITRI NUZULIANTI



42 

W h e n  he d e c id e s  t o  l e u.ve Rob e r ta  f o r  g ood , he  f e e l s  t h a t  

h e  i s  i n d e ed a " s l y ,  c r u e l  �nd s hame l ess p e r s on who took 

an undue ad van tage  o f . a g i r l  who never t ro� b l ed h im "  

( p . :3 6 8  ) . 

O f  c ou r s e  t he o u t comes o f  t hese symp a t hy and 

s e n s i t i v i t y  j ud g ing h i s  c ha r ac t e r  - - a r e  a l ways t he 

l og i l: a l o n e r; , fo r e vas i v e n e s s  and s e l f  d e l u s i on have 

became  s o  p e rmanen t s e t t l e r  in  h i s p e rsona l i t y to e v e r  

come u p w i t h  a m o r a l s o l u t i on ·t o  t hese  p r ob l ems . 

H i s s en s i t i v e  sympa t he t i c app r o a c h  to  Robe r ta ,  

m o r e  t o  c on s o l e  her  because  he r ea l i 2 es  t h a t  he c an n o  

l onge r c a r e  f o r  h e r  in the  same l ig h t , p rooves f a t a l . 

T h i s  s ympa t he t i c app roach  c an n o t  d eve l op i t se l f  to  

r e t a i n an y k ind  o f  emo t i on o n c e  occu r ed b e t w e en h i m  and 

Ro& � r t & , C l yd e ' s  s e l f  d e l u s i on and evas i v e n e s s  

ove r powe r ing  , and l a t e r  tu rn t he s ymp a t hy q u i c k l y  in to 

a s e l f - en c l os ed sympa t hy .  

F o r  C l yd e c an a l mo s t  s e e  h im s e l f  i n  Robe r t a ' s  

p l ac e · { p . 3 3 2  ) ,  he can s e e  t he s im i l a r i ty . b e t we en 

H o b e r t a · s  l i f e  e xp e r i e nc e and h i s ,  a l so t h e  s i m i l ar i t y 

w j t h  h i s p o s i t i o n in reg a rd o f  Sond ra .  Robe r t a ' s  

e m o t i on a l rend e r ing h a s  a f t e r a l l  reac hed C l yd e , and t h i s  

has mad e h i m f e l t  so r ry f o r  h e r . Bu t ,  se l f i s h  as  h e  

i s ,  t h e emot i on , t hough v i v id was o f  b r i e f  d u r a t i on ' 

( p . 3 6 0 ) .  W h y s ho u l d  he p i t y R o b e r t a  more  t han he  p i t i e s  

h i m s � l f  w h <-: ri h e  c: a ri s e e  h e r  a s  t h e r e f l e c t i on o f  h i s  own 

H H l f  � H o w e v e r . t h i s sympa t h e t i c  app roac h p rooves f a t a l , 
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b e c au s e  C l yde , t h i n k ing t h a t  he has enough fee l ing for  

R o b e r t a .  h a s  mad e  l ove to  her  a s t u p id i t y of 

u n d i s c i p l i n ed d e s i r e - - that  leads to p r egnan c y . 

Robe r t a , w h o  . b ecomes d ep end e n t  on C l yd e i s  

p r eg n a n t  r i g h t  a t  t he t i me C l yd e d e c i d e s  t o  end t he 

r e l a t i o n s h i p . 

I r o i c a l l y ,  t he p regn an c y , w h i c h  su pposed .  t o  l in k  

C l yd e pe rmanen t l y to  h e r . o n  t he c on t r a r y , has b r o u g h t  

h i m to t he f u r t h e s t  d i s t ance o f  emo t i on f rom h e r . The  

c r i s i s  of  t he nove l v i su a l i z ed c l e a r l y  he r e . C l yd e can 

n o t  acc ep t t h i s  and t r e a t s  t he p r egn an c y  as t he bar r i e r  

w h i c h  b l oc ks h i s  way t o  a g r and e u r  w o r ld . 

The  c i rc l e  o f  sed u c t i o n  scene  happens aga in i n  

t h i s s t age - - t he f i r s t  t ime when , C l yd e  f o rc e s  h i s w i l l  

t owa rd Robe r t a , s he d en i es and rej e c t s  p a in fu l ly and 

f u � i l e l y  on l y  to  f ind h e r  y i e ld to  h i s b l an d i s hmen t . 

T h i s  t ime , Robe r t a  demand s C l yd e ' s  r espon s i b i l i ty 

b u t evas i veness  has l ong  b ecame h i s p e r s i s t e n t  t ra i t  

- - . a n d  C l yd e t r i es h a rd t o  d en y  and even r ej e c t  t h tt  

d emand . 

O n c e  aga i n , as in t he sedu c t i on scen e , b o t h  

c h a r ac t e r s a r e  u n c on sc i o u s l y  p l ay ing t he pa i n f u l game o f  

sexu a l  p o l i t i c s  and econom i c s . F o r  bo t h  C l yd e  and 

R o � e r t a b e c o � e  i n t e n s e l y c a u t i o u s , sup ress  s t r ong 

f e i::::l ings and m a k i n g  f a l s e  exc�u s e s  t o  secu re  t he i r  own 

i n t e r e s t a s  b o t h  r e a l i z e . one f a l s e move w i l l  b e  harm f u l 

'· '-' t. t i e i r  f•o s i l i on i n  r e g a rd o f  t h e  o l h e r · s  ben e f i t .  
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And wh i l e she  m ig h t  u rgo , i n  t he l as t  an a lys i s s he 
c o u l d  ri o t  f o r c e  h i m  t o  d o  an y t h ing . H e  m i gh t  j us t  
g o  away a l on e , as he had once sa id i n  c onn e c t ion  
w i t h i n ad v e r ten t l y l o s ing h i s  j ob because o f  h e r . 
And how mu c h  g r e a t e r  m ig h t  n o t  h i s i mpu l s e  in t h a t  
d i r ec t i on n o w  b e , i f  t h i s  wo r ld h e r e  i n  wh i c h  h� 
was so mu c h  i n t e r e s t ed t o  w e r e  t a ken away . . .  and t o  
f a c e  t he n ec e ss i ty o f  t a k i n g  h e r  and a c h i ld t o o . 
l t  mad P.  h e r  more cauti ous and caused her t o  modify 
he1· f i rs t  i nJp u l se t o  speak ou t defin i t ely and 
t'o roet'u l l y.. howe ver grea t hei· necessi ty 111 igh t be . 
( p . 4 1 4 )  

C l yd E:  a l s o  h as t he s u m e  r e a s o n  to  d o  t he s am e  

t h i n g  l i ke k o b e r l a . f o r  he i s  a f r a id t h a t  i f  Sond ra  

f in d s  ou t &bou t Robe r t a , o r  i f  Robe r t a  eve r  r ea l i zes  t h e  

[' P. a l n a tu re  o f  h i s  re l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Sond ra  and ou t o f  

r e s en t ru e ri t c ho o s �� t o  r e v e a l  an y t h i n g , t h a t  w i l l  b e  t h e  

e n d  o f  e v e r y t h i n g . A l so the  con t ras t i n g  cond i t i on 

R o b e r t a  a nd Sond r a ,  has  mud e  h im mo r e  

· c au ::. i ou s · .  F o [' t he f i r s t t i me i n  h i s  l i f e  i t  h a s  c au sed 

t a c t  and cunn i ng t o  v i su a l i z e i ts e l f  as a p r o f ound 

n e c ess i t y ' ( p . 4 1 4 ) .  

N e ve r t h e l es s , i t  has p r ev i o u s l y  exp l a i n ed abou t 

C l yde · s  se l f  d e l u s i onmen t and t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ra i t  

· v i s u a l i z �d i t s e l f  c l e a r l y  w h e n  h e  t r i e �  t o  d v lu d e  

Robe r t a  t o  d e l a y t h i s  m ar r i ag e  i d ea , w h i l e he  i s  t r y in g  

L o  f i n d  a w n y  t o  p os t p on e  i t  o o c e  and f o r  a l l .  

U n 8 v o i d a b l y , C l yd e � l so d e lud e s  h i ms e l f , a d e l u s ion 

w h i c h c om e s  ou t o f  h i s  e v as i v e n e s s  and d e spe ra t e  s t a t e . 

I t  was  t r u e  t h a t  f rom ll'IOll'len t t o  �o�e n t  - - argu ing 
w i t h  h i m s e l f  as he c o n s tan t l y  was swea t in g  
me1 1t a t s we a t s and f l e e i ng f rom mo r a l  and soc i a l  
t e r ro r s  i n  c on n e c t i o n  w i t h i t  � l l ,  h e  was  t h i n k i n g  
f r om t i me to t i m e  t h a t  h e  m ig h L  g o  to  B ig B i t te rn 
in o rd e r  t o  q 1 1 i e t  h e r  i n  conn ec t i on w i t h t hese  
p r � s e n l i rupo r tu n i t i e s  and  t h r e a t s  and hence ( on c e  
m o r e  e v n s i on - - t e rg i ve r sa t i on w i t h h imse l f )  g i v e  
h i m r:H::l f mrJ r e  t i m a  i n  w h i c h  t o  con c l u d e  w h a t  h i s  
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t r u e  c o u r s e  mu s t  b e . ( p . 4 86 ) 

C l yd e  is n o L  a man o f  con s eq u en c e · ( p . 4 3 1 )  as Rob e r t a  

s t i l l  s e e s  h i ru - - pu r e ly a se l f  d e l u s i on o n  h e r  p a r t  

C l yd e ' s  " ruen t a l  and ma te r i a l  weakness b e f o r e  p l e asu r e s  

and d r earus ' and t h a t  h e  h a s  ' u n s t ab l e  and h ig h l y  

va r i ab l e  w i l l ' ( p . 4 6 7 ) w i l l  n e v e r  a l low h i m  to m a r r y  h e r  

- - ' t he p r o m i s e  o f  a r e s t r i c t ed and d i f f i c u l t  l i f e ' ( p .  

4 7 2 ) .  

H e r e . h i s  pers i s t en t t r a i t s have once m o r e  c r eat ed 

t h e d e v as t a t ing c i rc l e  o f  l i f e  w h i c h  has even tua l l y 

f o l d ed h imse l f  in  a shear ing s t r e n g t h . C l yd e  c �n n o t  

n eg l e c t  t he su r round ing soc i e t y  w hose f o r c e  i s  v e r y  

f r i g h t e n ing f o r  h i m . On c e  aga i n  t h e  p a i n fu l c o l l is ion  

occu r s  be tween  such  an  il l - f o rmed c harac t e r  w i t h  t he 

su r round ing s o c i e t y • a t endency t hA t  has a l ways s l anted 

h i s l i fe f r om t he ve r y  beg i n n ing - - ' T hen aga i n  h i s  more  

cowe r ing sense  o f  w ha t  soci e ty_wou ld t h in k  and  d o  if  it  

knew , w h a t  he h imse l f  wou l d . be comp e l l ed to t h i n k  o f  

h imse l f  a f t e r w ards  . . .  · ( p . 46 8 ) 

C l yd e f in d s  an i t em abou t t he doub l e  d rown ing and 

t h i s has g i ven h im t he idea of k i l l ing the ann oy ing 

Robe r ta . For  C l yd e ' s temp e r amen t i s  c harac t e r i z ed as 

f l u id and u n s t ab l e  as w a t e r  ( p . 309 ) ,  t he asse r tion and 

rej e c t i on to t h i s w ho l e k i l l i ng idea grow weake r and 

we a ke r  ' he was n o t  a �u rd e r e r  and never  cou ld be ' 

( p . 4 5 1 ) ,  a f t e r  t ha t  ' H e was n o t  l i ke t ha t  H e  was n o  

su 1:: l a r, e r sori · ( p . 4 6 1 ) and f in a l l y  w i t h  t he i mpend ing edge 
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a l so for  t he power  o f  l i fe  and f a t e  t h a t  have r es t r a ined  

h i m  i n  t h i s way . P r e v i ou s l y , C l yd e ha�  c h anged Robe r t a 

in to  · a  s had ow o r  t hough t ,  re a l ly ,  a f o r m  o f  i l l u s i on 

ru o r e  v a p o r o u s  t han r e a l ' ( p . 4 89 ) ,  so , in a sense , he  

� l r i k � �  H o � � r t a & s  a rej ec t i on o f  t h i s vap o r o u s  

f a n l a s t y  i m a g e · o f  t ie r  as embod i men t o f  t h e  ' basemen t 

wo r ld ' , o f  con s t r i c t i on and re s t r i c t i on . 

A t  t h e  same t i me  h e  i s  a l so rej e c t i n g  h e r  u n wan t ed 

symp a t h y 

And t heQ , �s s h e  d r ew  n ea r  h i m , s e e k i n g  t o  t a ke h is 
hand s  in hers  and t h e  camera  f rom h im i n  o rd e r  to  
pu t i t  i n  t he boa t , he  f l i n g i n g  ou t at  he r ,  bu t n o t  
e v e n  t he n  w i t h an y in ten t i on t o  d o  o t he r t han _free 
h i mse l f  of her - - her touch - - her pl eading 
r.�on so l i ng s.vmpa t hy ,. he1· p resen ce fo1·e ver - - God ! 
( p . 4 9 2 ) 

A f t e r  t h a t , C l yd e ' s  sympa t hy reasse r t s  aga i n  j us t  

l i k e  t he c o n so l i ng symp a t hy i n  t he beg i nn ing o f  t he 

p r egn an cy s c e n e  - - on l y  to  c a u s e  h e r  d e a t h  . 

. . . r i s i ng  and r e a c h ing ha l f  to  ass i s t  o r  r e c ap t u re 
h e r  and  h a l f  t o  apo l og i z e  t he un i n t e n d ed b l ow , y e t  
i n  do ing so , c omp l e t e ly c aps i z ing  t he b oa t , _himself 
and Rr..,ber t a  being as ins tan t ly thrown in t o  the 
wa t er_._( p .  4 9 3 ) 

Obv i ou s l y , C l yd e fa i l s t o  he l p  h e r , in t en t i ona l l y o r  

n o t . a n d  t h u s  r e c ap i tu l a t es t h e  p r egn a n c y  scene . 

I n  t he p r egn an c y scen e , C l yd e rej ec t s ,  

n e v e r t he l e ss , d u e  to  h i s mo ra l sens i t i v i ty and sympa thy , 

t e n rl t o  u on � o l a  h e r  agony cau sed by t he rej e c t ion on l y  

t o  f i n d  h i s  sympa t hy has l e ad to  d i sas t e r . T he se l f -

e u r.: J iJ fH� rl symp a t hy oc cu r s aga i n  - - i n  t h e  d e a t h  scen e , 

i t  i s  v i su a l i z ed when C l yd e r e fu se s to ass i s t  t he 
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d rown in� Robe r t a . T he f e e l ing  o r  r eason und e r l i e s  t h is 

i s  mo r e - o r - l ess t h e  same w i t h t he r e a s 9n o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

o n e  - - why  shou ld he p i t y  Robe r ta ,  i f  s he h a s  n o t  p i t i ed 

h im a l i t t l e  t o  l e t  h i m  go h i s  way , and w hen s he i s  t he 

cause  o f  h i s m i s e r y  and t he b a r r i e r  to  h i s  h app i n e ss . As 

in  t he p r egn an c y  scen e , C l yd e ' s  r e spon s i b i l i ty is to b e  

evas ive , in d e n y ing t he respons i b i l i ty .  

N e ve r t h e l ess , b e i n g  common to  h i s  mos t p e rs i s t en t  

t ra i t s and c ha r ac t e r  , C lyd e ' s  concep t o f  respon s ib i l i ty 

i s  a r b i t r a r y  and amb igu ou s . H e  can n o t  d e c i d e  f o r  

h imse l f  whe t.he r  . he  has r ea l l y  k i l led Robe r t a  o r  n o t  ( 

and a c a r e fu l r e ad ing w i l l  m a k e  t h is same i mp r e ss i on on 

t he r e ad A r s  ) .  For  even i f  C l yd e has premed i ta ted t he 

scheme and d e t a i ls f o r  t he k i l l ing o f  Robe r t a , s t i l l  t h e  

d e a t h  i t se l f  i s  n o t  c au sed b y  h is c ar r y ing ou t h is p l an ,  

bu t b e cau se o f  a sudden i mpu l s e  o f  r ej ec t i on and 

i ron i c a l l y ,  s ymp a t hy . 

H e  i s  r espon s i b l e  - - a s  h i s  t r i a l  l a t e r  t r i es to  

p roove t h i s  - - for  t h e  t h ing he does  not  d o , t ha t  is  

a i d ing  t he d rown ing Rob e r t a  . . 

T he t r i a l  i t se l f  i s  an agon y and t o r t u r e  to h i s  

' un s t ab l e  t e mp e r amen t ' .  F o r  e a r l i e r  C lyd e has b een 

charac t e r i z ed as h av ing t h e  t empe rame n t  t h a t  is a s  

f lu id and u n s t ab l e as w a t e r ' ,  n e v e r the less , t he 

p rosec u t o r  has mad e  t h i s " f l u id ' t emper amen t p l aced i n  

L o  a f r ame as a n  unm i t iga ted v i l l a i n  a rep t i l i an 

v i l l a i n ' ( i> . 50 2 ) ,  o r  how h i s c o ld and cyn i c a l  cou s in 
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G i l be r t  has c ha r ac t e r i zed h i m  as ' t he l i t t l e  b e as t , t he 

l i t t l e  d ev i l ·  ( p . 58 e ) .  

A m o r e  sympa t he t i c v i e w  c omes  f rom h is u n c l e  

San1u e  l 

c h a r a c t e r  

who p re v i ou s l y  has t houg h t  f av o r ab l y  o f  h i s  

t ha t  p e rhaps t he r e  a r e  o t he r  f a c t o r s  t ha t  

have he l p ed in  c r e a t ing t h i s te r r ib l e t r aged y , 

i g n o r e d  b y  t h e  f a m i l y , " l e f t  t o  h i s  own d ev i c e s  

ru l l y e ig h t  mon t hs , m ig h t  n o t  t h a t  have b e e n  a t  

c o n t r i b u t i ng c a u s e  to a l l t h i s  h o r r o r  ? And t hen 

be ing  

tor  

least  

b e ing 

p u t o v e r  a l l  t hose g i r l s . W a s  i t  not a m is t ake ? "  

( p .  b86 ) .  

Sond ra · s  op i n i on t oward h i m  has b e en m o r e  

ind i f f e rence  - - d e sp i t e t he fac t t h a t  � l yd e  h a s  d on e  a l l  

o f  t h e se f o r  h e r  - - a spo i l ed op in i on o f  a g i r l  who 

k 1 1 o w s  q u i t e n o t h i ng abou t hu man pa i n s  and l im i t a t i on . 

S h e  s i m p l y  regards C l yd e  a s  a mu rd e r e r . And in 

add i t i on , t h a t  m i s e r ab l e  we s t e rn fam i l y o f  h i s , p i c t u r ed 

as a st r e e t  p r e a c h e r  - - and he , t oo - - o r  as a s ing ing 

· and p r ay i ng boy  f r om a m i ss i on · ( p . 6 28 ) . A more or l ess 

u su a l  op in i on of  a h ig h e r  soc i a l  c l a s s  t ow a rd i t� lowe r . 

Robe r t a ' s  fam i l y ' s  o p i n i on to h i m h av ing no  

u h o i c e  w i t h in t h e i r  r a n g e  o f  conven t i on and re l i g i o u s  

a b s t r a c t i o n s i mp l y  c ha r ac t e r i zed h i m  as t he ' c i ty 

s ed u � � r  k n d  b e t r aye r ' who h a s  been  ab l e  t o  s ed u c e  h e r  

b y  a p roru i s e o f  rua r r i ag e . ( p . 5 1 3 > 

C l yd e ' s  mo t h e r , w h9 b e l i e v e �  h i s i nn oc e n c e  based 

u n  h i s i 1 1 � i s t e n c e  t ha t he i s , u n a v r::i i d nb l y i s doub t i ng 
C l�d � a s  w e l l ,  e v e n t h o u g h  b e c au se o f  h e r  con t i n u o u s  l ov e  
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and d e v o t ion  have b e e n  ab l e  t o  s u p r e s s  t h i s f e e l ing  and 

con t i n u e s  t o  s uppo r t  h im . 

A c t u a l l y ,  C l yd e i s  so  l ac k  in  cha rac t e r  i n  mak ing 

any so l id s t a t em en t o f  h i s  pe r s o n a l i t y . He  is  too 

· un s t ab l e  and f l u id ' a t empe r amen t .  He  has b e e n  a s e l f

cen t e r i ng man , t he w h i l e h e  has s o  l i t t le s e l f  to 

c en te r . 

T h i s i s  t r u e  t ha t  b e f o r e  t he execu t i on takes 

p l ace . C l yd e f e e l s  so  l o n e l y , t ha t  he  f e e l s  not  e ve n  h is 

mo t he r  o r  t h e  Reve rand HcH i l l an , h is r e l i g i o u s  ad v i so r  

w h o  h a s  tu r n ed h im a t  l a s t  t o  re l ig io u s  c an u nd e r s tand 

h i m  · he  was a l o n e . 'H e  had n o  o n e  who b e l i ev ed i n  

h im . No on e .  H e  had n o  o n e , whom i n  a n �  o f  h is t roub l ed 

and t o r t u r ed ac t i on s  b e f o r e  t he c r i me saw any t h �ng b u t 

t he d a r k e s t  gu i l t  app a ren t ly '  ( p . ? g 8 ) . C l yd e c an n o t  

b r ing h i mse l f  t o  f e e l as gu i l t y a s  i t  supposed to be , 

be c au s e  a f t e ra l l  ' he had a f ee l ing  in h i s  hea r t  t ha t  he 

· was  n o t  as gu i l ty as t hey a l l  s eemed to t h i n k ' ( p . 7 g8 ) 

H e re C l yd e r e c ap i tu l at e s  a l l o f  h is f o r m e r  

cond u c t s  a n d  f e e l ing w h i c h  m a k e  h i m  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  

who l e  t r i a l  i s  u n f a i r  and e v e r y t h ing . I t  i s  C lyd e 

h i m s e l f  w h o  f e e l s  t h e  t o r t u r e  o f  Robe r t a ' s  d emand s and 

t h r e a t s  and i t  is h i m who f e e l s  t he u nq u en c hab l e  d re am 

of  Son d r a  a n a  i t  i s  h i m w ho has had t he d eg r ad ing 

e xpe r i en c e  and i l l - t r a i n ing of  h i s e a r l y  l i fe  t he wh i l e 

h i s  � o u l c r i es ou t f o r  b e t t e r  t h ings . 
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H ow cou ld t he y  j udge h i m ,  t h e s e  peop l e ,  a l l  o r  any 
one  o f  t he m , even  h i s  own mo t he r ,  when t hey d id n o t  
know w h a t  h i s own men t a l , p hys i c a l  and sp i r i t u al 
su f f e r i ng had b e e n ?  

. . .  0h , t he s e  e v as iv e , tang l ed and t o r t u r esome 
t houg h t s  . . •  ( p . 79 8 ) 

N e a r the  end Q f  t h e  s t o r y , t h e r e  i s a k i nd o f  

r e a l i z a t i on in  C l yd e , a c hange t h a t  makes  t h e  s to ry d o e s  

1 1 u t  e n d  w i t h a p e r v ad i n g  pu rpose l e ssn ess . H e  rea l i zes 

t h � u n - p r o f i t ab l e  t r a i t s  i n  h i s  c ha rac t e r , b u t  s t i l l  

t h e r e  i s  n o  on e t o  u nd e rs tand h i ir1 .  T h i s  s e r v e s  on l y  t o · 

s ha rpen t he human t r agedy o f  t he s t ory ; 

S h e  wou l d  n e v e r u nd e r s t and h i s  c rav i n g  f o r  ease  and 
l u xu ry , f o r  b e au t y ,  f o r  l ove  - - h i s  p a r t icu l a r  k ind 
o f  l o ve t ha t  wen t w i t h  show , p l easu re , wea l t h ,  
po s i t i on , h i s  e ag e r  and in1mu tab l e  asp i ra t ions and 
d e s i re s . S he w o u ld l oo k on a l l  of i t  as s i n 
e v i l ,  s e l l' i s hn e ss . And i n  conn e c t i on w i t h Robe r t a 
a n d  Sond r a , & s  ad u l te r y , u n chas t i ty ,  mu rd e r , even . 
{ p . 806 ) 

C l yd e ' s  t r a i t s  has mad e a d e v e l opmen t qu i t " a 

p r o f i t a b l e  o n e  - - a t  t he end o f  t h e  s t o ry , a t  t h e  end o f  

h i s  l i f e  and  t h i s  c hange d o e s  n o t  come u p  j u s t  a t  t he 

s u r f ac e . I t  i s  howeve t ,  c h anges  h i s  - - a t  l east  s e l f  

· d e l u s i on t ha t  has l ong c h a r ac t e r i zed h im 

I n  s h o r t ,  C l yd e i s  a d yn am i c  c ha r ac t e r . Even i f  

t h r ough ou t.  t h e  s t o r y . h i s · bas i c  c h a r ac t e r i s t i c s · 1 i k e  l y 

r e ru a i n s  t he same . A t  t he e n d  he even t u a l l y c hanges as 

the oori � eq 1wn o e  of ev e n t s d e r i v e s  f r<Jlrl h i s f o r 1n e r  t r a i ts 

- - t t1a t h a s  fo ld ed h i m p a i n f u l l y  s in c e  t he beg inn ing . 
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I V . 2  SETTING 

T h e  s e t t ing in  An Ame r i c an T r agedy p lays  an 

i mp o r t a n t  r o l e  in t he d eve l opmen t of C lyd e ' s  soc i a l  and 

p s y c ho l og i c a l  c on f l i c t . 

T h e  s to r y  b e� i n s  w i t h an i n t rod u t ion t o  C l yd e ' s  

fam i l y  b a c kg round in Kansas C i t y ,  phys i ca l l y  and 

soc i a l l y .  T h e  s t o r y ' s  e a r l i e s t  s c e n e  - - t he ind i f f e r ence 

among t he p e op l e  abou t t he s t r e e t  l i f e  -- has g i ven t he 

bas i c  bac kg r ound f o r  t he s t o ry ' s  fu r t he r  d eve l opmen t 

As t he y  s ang , t h i s  n ondescrip t and indif'f'eren t 
s t ree t sudi enoe gazed , he ld by t he pecu l i ar i t y o f  
s u c h  un im�o r t an t  lo oking fam i l y pub l i c l y  r a i s ing 
i ts c o l l e c t i v e  vo ice  aga i n s t  t he vas t  skep t i c i sm 
and apa t hy of l i fe . ( p . 8 )  

T h e  pa ssage above g i ves e n o u g h  in f o r ma t i on abou t t h e  

G r i f f i t hs · p o o r  and u n i mp o r t an t  cond i t i on . These  have 

u n a vo i d ab ly c a s t  t h e  e f f e c t  o n  { a t t h a t  t im e ) t h e  

t we l ve - ye a r - o ld C l yd e , a n  " ob s e r van t ,  sen s i t ive boy , 

su f f e rs and r e s en t s  t h i s  s t range p r o f ess i on " ( p . 9 ) . 

T h e  d e sc r ip t i o n  abou t t he G r i f f i t hs home 

i r on i c a l ly c a l l ed " T he Door  of H ope " -- w i t h i t s d reary  

n e ighb o r hood , comb i n ed w i t h t ha t  s t re e t  m is s i on work  

was  d r e ary en ough in  m o s t  o f  i ts p ha s e s  t o  d iscou r age 

t he ave rage you t h  o r  g i r l  of  any  sp i r i t ' ( p . 1 5 ) .  

T h i s  e a r l y  s e t t ing tends  to c omp l i c a t e  C l yd e ' s  c on f l i c t  

hnd resen tmen t t oward re l ig i o n , espec i a l l y  w hen h e  i s  in 

p r i son . 

T h e  d es c r i � t i on o f  t h e  wa l l  mo t toes  - - q u o t a t i on 

o f  ve rses f r om t h e  b ib l e  - - se ems l i ke  a m o c k e r y  to  
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C l yd e · s  l a t e r  cond u c t  and con f l i c t , w h i c h  p roves t o  be  

t h e  o pp os i t e . 

The  scene  o f  t he l u xu r i ous G reen Dav id son a f t e r  

t he d re a r y  D o o r  o f  H ope , i s  g i ven t o  s hape and sharpen 

C l yd e · s  c r av i n g  and d r e ams t o w a rd l u xu r y . T h i s  has g i ven 

h i m  en o ugh r e ason to escape f r om the hands o f  t he 

pove r t y wh i c h  has s o  l ong s t rang l ed h im .  T he p a ra l e l l ism 

b e t ween t he scene  o f  t he G r een Dav idson w i t h t he b r o t he l 

scene is  an examp l e  o f  how s ign i f i c an t  t he e f fec t o f  

se t t ing i n  t h i s s to ry to bu i ld C l yde ' s  charac t e r . As  i t  

has been con f i rmed t h a t  t h e  ho t e l  l i fe i s  a p l ace w h e r e  

an yon e can e as i l y · go w rong · , t h e  b ro t he l  scene is  on l y  

ano t h e r  s t a c k  i n  t he accumu l a t i on o f  C l yd e ' s  expe r i en c e  

and a t t i tud e t ow a rd sex . ' A t  l e a s t , i t  m a k e s  h i m  a 

p e rson who can be eas i ly t emp t ed by  beau ty  · and s ex 

appea l .  

W hen C l yd e f inds  ou t abou t E s t a ' s  m i se rab l e  

cond i t i on , l i v i ng i n  a s l u m  and d re a r y  n e i g hb o r hood , he 

l ongs and d e s i res  t o  escape f rom the pove r ty as soon 

as he can . T h i s  has e v id en t ly s h a rp en ed h i s  o p i n i on 

abou t l i f e , w h i c h has n eve r t r ea t ed h i m  o r  h i s f am i l y 

r ig h t  - - ' w ha t a rough wor ld i t  w a s  an yhow { p . 99 ) ' 

H a v i n g escape and secu r e l y made h i s  way to C h icago 

a f t e r  the  car acc i d e n t in Kan sas C i ty ,  C l yd e  wo r ks in  

t h e  IJ n i on Le agu e C l u b  in  C h i c ago . T he se t t ing h e r e  g i ves  

a n  e f f ec t t o  C l yd e " s  c har ac t e r  for  su r e , as n o w , in  t h i s  

p a r t i c 11 l a r h o t e l , C l yd e has t he opp o r t un i t y t o  v i ew  a t  

, 
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c l o se  r ange , t he t y p e .  of  l i f e  t ha t  mos t a f fec ted , 

u n f o r t u n a t e l y , h i s  bump o r ·  pos i t i on and d i s t in c t ion . 

( p .  1 6 8 ) . 

The  t ype o f  p e oi:i l e  a t temd ing t h is ho t e l are  

pa r t i c u l a r l y  peop l e  o f  rese r ved 1nan n e r , Ame r i c a ' s  mos t 

succes f u l p e r soms represen t a t ive  o f  the r e f i n ed wor l d  

he a l ways d r e amed t o  asp i re someday . 

T h e r e i s  a f a c t  h e r e  t ha t  t ends t o  impres s  and 

s t a r t l e h i ru n o t  a l i t t l e t h e r e  a r e  no  sex e l emen t s  

l i k e h e  a l ways  encou n t e rs in  h i s  f o rmar ho t e l  j ob s  as  i n  

G re e n  Dav id son , .  t h e  sex e l emen t t ha t  h a s  brought  h i s  

d ow n f a l l back in  Kams a s  C i t y . 

H o v i ng i n  t h i s  pa r t i c u l a r  soc i a l  su r round i ns t h a t  

o b v i ou s l y  h a s  e f f ec t ed h i s  pe rsona l i ty ,  C lyd e i s  a b l e  t o  

d e v e l op a mos t gen t l eman l y  and rese rved , a i r ,  m o r e  

subd u ed , l e ss roman t i c and p r ac t i c a l  ( p . 1 69 ) .  H e r e  w e  

c a n  s e e  t h a t  C l yd e  has a n  in t e r e s t ing op in i on abou t 

s u c c e s s  f o r  h i mse l f  - - ' somebod y m i gh t t a k e  a fancy _ t o  

· h im a n d o f f e r  h i m a connec t i on w i t h some t h i ng 

i mpo r t an t  . .  ' ( p . 1 6 9 ) .  T h i s  p roves t ha t  r a t he r  t han t ry ing 

h i s  b e s t  w i t h h i s  own ab i l i t y ,  C l yd e t ends to p l an t h i s  

hope o f  a s u c c e ss f u l l i f e i n  a va in hope and u n exp e c t ed 

s i g n . 

T h e  n e x t  impo r tan t se t t ing i s  t he c i t y  o f  

Lycu rgu s , p a r t i cu l a r l y  t he G r i f f i t hs Co l l ar Company . B y  

obs e r v i ng t h i s  sma l l b u t b e au t i fu l ,  l u x u r i o u s  and 

p ro s p e r o u s  c i t y , toge t he r  w i t h h i s u n c l e ' s  b ig f ac to ry , 

C l yd e ' s  s e l f  d A l u s i v � m e n t h a s  bu i l t w i t h i n h i m  a 
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roman t i c - g r e a t  d ream in  c on n e c t ion w i t h i t . 

N e ve r t he l e s s , t he r ea l i t y  i s  d i f f e ren t f rom h i s  d re am s . 

C l yd e i s  obv i o u s l y  be ing sen t t o  t he l o wes t l eve l o f  t he 

compan y ,  t h e  s h r i n k i n g room . H e  f � e l s  v e r y  d i s sapo in t �d 

as he r e  - - t he soc i a l  b a c kg round o f  t he s h r i n k ing  room 

i t s e l f  is v e r y  much d i f f e r en t w i t h  what he has seen and 

d r eamed o f  ' t he i r  spa r e  and p r ac t i c a l  m an n e r  o f  

d re s s i n g  s t ru c k  dead a t  o n e  b l ow any t h oug h t  o f  

refin emen t in connec t i on wi t h  the work her e ·  ( p . 1 8 7 ) 

T he f o l l ow i ng scenes , howevwe r , h a v e  t h e i r  

re l a t i o n s h ip  i n  es t ab l i sh ing  C l yd e ' s  c ha rac t e r  and 

p � r son a l i t y , bes id e ,  i t  a l s o  g i ves h i m t he a tmosphe re  t o  

s e e k  a r e ason and j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  h i s  l a t e r  c ond u c t s . 

Even tu a l l y h e  i s  i n v i t ed t o  h i s un c l e ' s g r and e u r  

house i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  W ykeagy Aven u e , t he d e sc r ip t i on o f  

� h e?. very l a rge- d i n i ng ro1..,n . �·h i �h wa s very i npr�ssi v� 

to Clyde e ven a f t er Green Da vidson and t he Un i on 

l eagu e . i t  seeHJed a ve ry beau t i fu l  room ' ( p . 2 1 4 ) ,  he i s  

· ve r y  . impressed b y  t h i s  scene and s oc i a l  pos i t i on o f  t he 

G r i f f i t hs  fam i l y h e r e  t h a t  h e  i n c l i n e s  t o  exagge r a t e  

t h i s  b l ood re l a t i on s h i p , g i v ing  h im some k ind o f  p r id e  o f  

b e i n g  a G r i f f i t hs .  W i t h t h i s , once aga in , t he d re am 

f l a r e s  t he l u x u r y  and c ha rm as opposed t o  t h i s  o f  

w h i c h  b e  wa s a p� r t ' ( p . 2 24 ) 

A f t e r  t ha t , C l yd e i s  p r o mo t ed as t h e  head o f  a 

pa r t i c u l a r  s t amp ing room , a d ap a r tmen t en t i re l y  a t tended 

by  f�ma l e  w o r k e rs . T h e  n ew j ob , howeve r ,  has i n  i t  some 
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pa r t i c u l a r  r e s t r i c t i on s . G i l b e r t  has p e rsona l l y warned 

h i m  t ha t  he c an n o t  have any r e l a t i on s h i p  � i t h t h & women 

w o r k e r s  he re , a warn ing C lyd e at f i r s t  accep ted w i t ho u t 

comp l a i n . 

H oweve r , t he s e t t ing o f  t h i s  s tamp ing room i ts e l f  

i s  v e r y  temp t ing ; s e e  a t  t h i s  q u o t a t ion : 

. . .  a p r ac t i c a l  i n d i f f e ren ce  n o t  remo te  f rom 
l angu or and in some instan ces sensua l i ty, seemed to 
c r e ep ove r t he p l ace ' ( p . 2 37 ) .  
' Aga in the a i r  w i t h i n  t he p l ace was n e a r l y  a lways 
/Jea vy and phys i ca l l y rel axing, and t hrough many 
op en w indows t ha t  r e a c hed f rom f l o o r  to  c e i l ing , 
cou ld be seen t h e  M o ha w k  s w i r l i n g  and r ipp l ing , i t s 
b an k s  c arpe t ed w i t h g r e en g rass and in  p l aces 
shaded by . t rees . A l ways i t  s e emed to � h in t of 
p l easu re w h i c h  m ig h t  be f ound uy id l ing a round t he 
s h o r e · ( p .  237 ) 

T h i s  r o om i s  e vo k ing a r oman t i c mood , warm and sensu a l . 

I n  i t  c on s tan t l y r e c u r s  human pa t t e rn s  - - ·�ass i on and 

sensu a l i t y ,  f o r  t h e  women t he m s e l v e s  a r e  t em p t ing - - · and 

by  t h e  ac t i o n s  and app roaches  o f  eac h in  t u rn , he was 

s u r e l y  temp t ed a t  t i mes , espec i a l l y  in t hese  warm and 

l angu o rous  summ e r  d ays · ( p . 23 9 ) .  

S o , i t  i s  v e r y  u nd e r s t andab l e  t h a t  w hen C lyde 

mee t s  t he b e au t i fu l  Robe r t a A ld e n , he  i s  very mu ch  

t em p t ed by h e r  b y  h e r  charms . 

D u e  to h is l on e l i n e s s , C l yd e of ten v i s i t s C r u m  

L a k e  on e o f  t he b e s t  and m o s t  r e s e rved o f  a l l  t h&' 

sma l l e r  w a t � r i ng p l ac e s  abou t h e r e · ( p . 25 5 ) T he p l ace ' s  

a tmosphe re  i s  · a i ry .  f a i ry q u a l i ty espec i a l l y w i t h  a 

summer c l oud or t wo hang ing above i n  t he t l u e ' { p . 2 5 5 ) . 

By w and e r ing i n  s u c h  a p l ace l i ke t h i s , he is d ay -
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d r e am ing abou t how p l easan t i t  w i l l  be to be a memb e r  o f  

n � �  o f  L h e  wea l t hy g r oup , t he r i c h o f  Lycu rgu s �i t h  

t h e i r  s u m m e r t i me ac t i v i t i e s . 

F o r  a man as roman t ic a s  C l yd e ,  t h i s  l on e l i n e s s  i s  

h a r r ow i ng , f o r  h e  has no  i n t i m a t e  f r i end o r  g i r l  to 

s h a r e  t h i s  aw fu l l on e l i n ess : 

· . . . and i n  t he d i s t an c e  wou ld be o t he r  canoes and 
o t he r  d r eam e r s , happ i l y  in l o ve ,  as C l yd e  
i n va r i ab l y  d e c i d ed , t h a t  b e i ng t o  h i m t h e  sharpest 
con t ra s t  t o  his own l o rn s ta t e  . . .  ' ( p . 25 5 ) 

A l o n g  w i t h t h i s  scene  - - the r ep resen t a t i on o f  h i s  

l on e l i n e ss and . r a t he r  n eg l e c ted  s t a t e  h e r e  - - · C l yd e  

beg i n s  t o  t h i n k  f av o r ab l y  o f  Robe r t a . H e  i s  wond e r ing 

the u n f a i rn e ss o f  t he comp an y po l i c i es for n o t  l e t t ing 

h i m  t o  h a v e  a r e l at ionsh i p  w i t h  a g i r l  as  n i ce as 

R ob e r t a . 

T h e s e t t i ng a t  t h is t i me  can a l so  b e  r e l at ed · to 

ac t ion . The  b e au t i fu l  l ake and i t s row i ng b o a t  and w a t e r  

l i l i e s , i s  t he cause . o r  i n sp i r a t i on f o r  C lyd e ' s  ac t i on . 

· H e adm i t s t ha t  h"e r e a l l y l i ke s  Robe r t a , and t hen b eg in s  

t o  s e d u c e  h e r . I t  i s  t h i s  se t t ing t h a t  C lyde w i l l  

r eme mb e r when he rows abou t i n  B ig B i t te rn , 

c on t e mp l a t i n g  on how he shou ld d e a l  w i t h t he execu t i on 

o f  Rob e r t a , - - ' l ook i ng l i ke t ha t  o t he r  boat  hou se  and 

p a v i l i on on C rum Lake the day he hsd fi rs t rowed t here , 

and w h e n  he had b e e n  w i s h i ng t ha t  he m ig h t  come to s u c h  

a l a k e  a s  t h i s  i n  Ad i ronda c k , . .  and w i shing t o  mee t such 

R g i r: l  as Rober· t a - - t hen - - - - - And o verhead wss one of 

t h0se i d en t i ca l  woo l l y c l ouds tha t had ss i ! �d o ver him 
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a t  Crum l a ke on tha t fa tefu l day ·_( p . 4 8 6 ) 

D u r ing t he cou r t ing scene  w i t h  Rob e r t a ,  i t  c an b e  

seen how d i f fe ren t t he u s e  o f  s e t t ing i s ,  t he c hang in g  

u sage o f  se t t i n g  d u e  to t he c hang i n g  o f  even t s  o r  

ac t i o n s  . 

. . . aga i n s t  an o ld wood en  fence  t ha t  en c l osed a 
f iv e - a c r e  c o rn f i e ld , he was l ean ing and l oo k ing 
bac k t oward. t he in teres t ing l i t t l e  ci ty, t he l ig h t s  
i n  s o  many o f  t h e  homes o f  w h i c h  w e r e  ag l o w  t h rough 
t he t r ees . The  a i r  was l ad en w i t h sp i c e s  t he 
mingl ed fragran oe of so many grasses and 
fl owers . T h e r e  was a l igh t w ind s t i r r ing i n  t he l on g  
swords o f  t he c o r n  a t  h i s  bac k - - i n  t h e  l eaves o f  
t he t re es ove r  h e ad . And t h e re w e r e  
s tars . . . ( p . 2 7 2 ) 

The passage above s hows t he d i f f en t  u se o f  t he words 

comp a r ed t o  t hose u sed t o  d e s c r i b e  t he nondescrip t and 

indifferen t s tree t audi ence back in Kansas Ci ty. The 

s e t t ing h e r e  u sed t o  evoke t he mood o f  h i l l ar i t y ,  

v ivac i ty and p a s s ion . 

N ev e r t he l ess , t h i s happy summe r se t t ing w h i c h  

comes a long w i t h  t he b r ight  and p le asan t l ove  spe l l  t o  

bo t h  change d r as t i c a l l y  when i t  comes to t he d es c r i p t i on 

o f  t he f a l l ,  t he t ime  C lyd e beg i n s  t o  sed u c e  Robe r t a  t o  

es t ab l i s h  a n  i l l i c i t  r e l a t i on s h i p . I n  t h i s  p a r t i cu l a r  

se t t ing , ' t h a t  was f a l l w i t h  i t s ch i l l ing winds and 

frosty n igh ts was dra wing near · ( p . 2 8 8 ) ,  and • the_ s tars 

were sha.1·p . 1' h e  a i r  oold.  T he l eaves beg i nn ing t o  __ turn · 

( p .  2 8 8 ) . 

T he d e sc r i p t i on o f  f a l l  when C lyd e and Robe r t a  

beg in s  t he i r  i l l i c i t  r e l at ion s h i p , i s  v e r y  m u c h  
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con t r ad ic t iv e  w i t h  t h e  summ e r  s e t t ing w hen t hey f i r s t  

m e t . T he w ind i s  no  l o ng e r  l ig h t , t he weat h e r  i s  

c h i l l ing and f rosty , t he s t a r s  a r e  n o  l onger  g lowing· 

tend e r l y ,  and t he l e aves a r e  n o  l onger  mu f f l ed by t he 

w ind , t hey tu rn s  co l ou r  and s t ar ted t o  f a l l .  

The  se t t ing h e r e  obv i ou s l y  evokes a mood o f  

some t h ing m o r e  g l oomy , sec r e t ive , t h e  on com ing m isery 

and d re ad j u s t  l i ke . t he natu re  o f  t he i l l i c i t  

r e l at i o n s h i p  i t s e l f .  T h e  l ove  b e t ween C lyd e and Rob e r t a  

i s  n o  l onger b r ig h t  a s  t he s u mm e r  sun , i t  b e c omes d a r k  

and g l o omy j u s t  l ik e  f a l l .  

As t h e  s t� ry p rogresses , C lyd e m e e t s  Son d r a  

F in c h l e y  in W ykeagy Avenu e . T he s t r e e t  i tse l f  h a s  l ong 

be in g  adm i r e d  by C lyd e as � he s t r e e t  where  the e l i t e  

soc i e t y  o f  Lycurgus r e s id es , t he wor ld in w h i c h  t h e  

beau t i fu l  and r i c h  Sond r a  F in ch l ey l ives . 

' I t was a l l  so s t a r k l y  seve r e , p la c i d , rese rved , 
beau t if u l as h e  s ay i t , t h a t  h e  was qu i te s t i r red 
by  t he d ign i ty and r i c hn es s  of i t ' ( p . 303 ) . 

T h is s e t t in g  i s  n o t  on l y  en hanc ing C lyd e ' s  d e s i r e  and 

d ream , bu t t he mee t i n g  w i t h  Sond r a  F in c h l ey in h e r  

' cl osed car of grea t size and sol idi ty ' _has p r ooved t he 

u s ag e  o f  se t t i ng in r e l at ion w i t h  C lyd e ' s  l a t e r  ac t i on . 

H e  f e e l s  t h a t  he can n o t  s e e  Robe r t a  w i t h  a same l ig h t  

a s  b e f o re s ince t he n ig h t  he me t Sond r a  F in c h l ey . H e  can 

n o t  compare Sond ra ' s  l u xu r i ous  and warm car  w i t h  

Robe r t a ' s  · old> faded snd some wha t decrepi t o verstuffed 

cha i r  wh ich s t ood in the cen t er of the room beside a 

sma l l  t a b l e  whereon l a y  some �n ondescrip t book and 
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n1a.gaz i n  es · ( p .  294 ) .  A l  t hough o n l y  i m ag in ing be i ng in 

t h a t room , C l yd e can  now see and f e e l t he c h i l ly 

a t mosp h e r e  he h a s  n o t  expe r i en ced b e f o r e . Eve r y t h i n g  has 

changed - - the warm t h  o f  Sond r a ' s  car has w i ped ou t t he 

m e m fJ r y  h e  h a s  w h e n h e  w a s i n  R o h e  t' t a  · s r o o m . 

H e r e  i t  c an b e  �t:en  t h f':  t� o m p rj r i son  b e t ween t h e  

· g r � a t c a r  a n d  t h e · o l d , f ad ed a nd d e c r ep i t  ove r s t u f fed 

r: hH j r d o e s  n o t on l y  f u n c t i on ed a s  t h e  i ro n y  f o r  C l yd e  . s 

d e s i r e  a n d  d r e am .  H e  h a s  a l re ad y t a k e n  p ro ud o f  h imse l f  
' 

b e i n g  a m e mb e r  o f  t h e  G r i f f i t h s f am i l y  . N eve r t he l e s s , 

i t  i s  a l so se rved a s  a p a t h e t i c and u n w i t t i n g l y  

c ompa r i s on be tween  Sond r a  a n d  Rober ta . 

Obv i ou s l y , t h e  s e t t i n g  o f  W y k e agy Avenue w i t h  

Son d r a  i n  h e r  c a r  i s  a n  i mpo r t an t  s c en e f o r  t he s t o ry ' s  

organ i za t i on as t h i s  s c e n e  i s  t he tu rn ing po i n t w h e r e  

C lyd e b eg i n s  t o  b e  t r apped i n  t he d i l l ema , a r e a l c la s s  

con f l i c t  and a b i t te r  c ho ice b e tween t he 

b e a u t i f u l  S on d r a  a n rl  t he p a t he t i c . p o o r  Robe r ta . 

r ic h , 

T h e  n ex t  scene  i s  i mpo r t an t  f o r  t he d eve l opmen t o f  

C l yd e ' s  d i l l e m a . I t  t s  t h e s e t t i ng o f  t he A ld e n  f a r m , 

R o b e r t a · s  h o me , w h i c h  i s . p l aced b e fo r e  t he scene  o f  t h e  

F in c h l e ys  r es i d en c e  w h e r e  C l yd e  adm i t s  h i s  ad o r a t i on t o  

S ond r a .  

T h e A ld e n  f a r m  can b e  rega �d ed a s  a l i ve 

i l l u s t ra t i o n  of t he · b a s e me n t  wo r ld ' ( p . 1 9 0 ) i n  wh i c h  

R o b e r t u - - a n d  a l s o  C l yd e , e v i d e n t l y  - - be l ongs t o . I t  

i s  a l s o  se rved t o  con vey a n d  en hance  Robe r t a " s  Sbdness  

a n d  u n r.: e r t a i n t y  r.: on ce rn i n g t"h e b l F.l a k  f u t u r e w i t h C lyd e . 
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A t  . t h i s  t ime C lyd e has a l ready d e ve l oped t ha t  

i n d i f f e r en c e  a nd coo l e r  mood t o w a rd R ob e r t a  . 

" B i l t z and t he fungo id faz·m l and a f t e r  C l yd e  and 
Lycu rgu s w a s  d ep r ess ing enough  to Robe r ta ,  f o r  a l l  
t he r e  was too  c l ose ly iden t i f ied w i t h dep r i va t i on 
and repressi ons w h i c h  d i sco l o r  t h e  n o r m a l  emo t i ons 
cen t e r ing abou t o ld scene s ' ( p . 34 1 )  

Robe r t a ' s  d e s c r i p t i on abou t h e r  o ld home i s  i n  l t he 

p a t he t i c and hope l es s  t on e  - - · the noz· t h  chimn ey t1as 

s t i l l  impa i red · ,  ' th e  furn i t ure r ema ined j umb l e · .  

( 'p . 342) 

T h i s  d ep r ess i v e  f a r m  home a l so s e rved t o  evo k e  t h e  

g l oom in ess o f  Rob e r t a ' s  fee l ings  . 

' T he scene  was m i se r ab l y  b l eak aqd bare . The t h i n , 
i c y  a rms o f  t he t rees  - - t he g r ay � swaying t w igs 
a lon e ,  rus t l ing l ea f  somewh ere . And sno w .  And 
wi· e t c hed ou tbu i ldings in the n e ed of repa i r . and 
C l yd e  becom i n g  indi fferen t t o  her · ( p . 3 50 ) .  

T h e s e t t ing h e r e  i mp l i es , Rob e r ta ' s  f e e l ing a t  t ha t  t i me 

can be con s id e r ed as ' b l e a k  and bare , a l on e  a n d  

m i se r a b l e ' j u s t  l i ke the  scene  t h a t  d e s c r ibed t he 

se t t i ng o f  h e r  home . 

On t h e  o t h e r  hand , t he con t ras t ed s c e n e  b e tween 

t he A Iden f arm  w i t h t he F i n c h  l eys k i tc hen , t ends  to  

s ha rpen the i r on i ca l s id e  of  t he s e  t w o  d i f fe r en t. p o l e s . 

Emp l o y i n g  t h e bene f i t  o f  se t t ing t o  evoke t h i s  " lu xu r y  

and fl (J C i a l  s u (J rema.cy m o od w i t h i n  C l yd e , t h e  

i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  S ond r a  p r epa r ing  t he c hoco l a te i n  a 

" he a v i l y c h a s ed s i l ve·r s e r v i ce · and p r esen t ed i t  i n  a 

h igh l y  o rnamen t ed u rn "  comp a r �d to t he A ld en s · ' j u mb l ed 

f u r n i tu r e · .  t ends t o  p r epare  r e ad e r s  to  s e e  C lyd e ' s  
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r e ac t i on when he s e e s  t h e  f a rm h imse l f . The scenery 

p l a in l y  exp l a in ed abou t h i s  d read and m is f o r tune  t ha t  

w i l l  c ome  b y  m a r ry ing Robe r t a . 

I n  Lycu rgu s , t h e  se t t ing  when Robe r t  t e l l s  C lyd e  

abou t her  p r eg n an c y  a l t hough i t  i s  conveyed w i t h j u st 

a s e n t e n c e  - - ' l e an i n g  d i sconso l a t e ly  agai n s t  a tree in 

the shado w · /p. 371 ) has succed ed i n  evok ing t he i n t end ed 

e f f e c t . 

T h e  s c e n e  in  Schenec t ad y  when C l yd e i s  l o o k ing 

f o r  a med i c i n e  t ha t  c an cause  Rob e r t a  a m i sc ar r i age , 

d o e s  n o t  on l y  s how t h e  a tmosp h e r e  o f  c on fu s i on and f e a r , 

i t  a l s o  desc r ides  C l yd e ' s c ha r ac t e r . 

· . . . wa l king up and down t h e  on e v e r y  l on g  ma in 
s t r e e t  s t i l l  b r ig h t l y  l ig h t ed at t h i s  hou r ,  l o o k ing 
n ow in one drug · s tore and ano ther, he dec ided for  
di fferen t res. sons tha t es.ch par t i cu l ar one f:las n o t  
the one . . ' ( p . 376 ) 

T h e  se t t ing  � f  t h i s  passage s hows C l yd e  as an ign o r�n t ,  

and a cowa rd , as  we l l  as doub t fu l you t h .  

A s  t h e  s to r y  moves on e , t he r e  i s  ev i d en t ly n o  he lp  

f o r  Rob e r ta . Even tu a l l y  s he d emand s C l yd e  to  marry her  

at  once . N ev e r t he l e s s , C l yd e  i nc l i n es to d e l ay i f  n o t  t o  

pos t pon e a l l t h i s  mar r i age i d e a , when h e  g e t s  t he chan c e  

to s e e  t h e  s c e n e  o f  t h e  A ld en farm h i ms e l f  the  

mere  i den t i fi ca t i on of t h i s  l orn , di l apida ted rea lm f:li th 

Rober ta and hence himse l f, was su f f ic i e n t  of cause h i m  

t o  w i s h t o  t u rn and run · ( p . 4 2 7 ) .  T h i s  scene i s  n o t  on l y  

rem i nd ing C lyde abou t t h e  b asemen t wor ld - - t h e  pov e r ty 

he ' s  been t r y ing to escape f rom , i t  a l so sharpens 
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h i s r e sen tmen t ,  t ha t  i t  i s  r ea l ly u n f a i r  o f  Rob e r t a t o  

d e m and h i m  t o  m a r ry h e r  w i t h  h e r  w r e t c hed s t a t e  l i ke 

t ha t , w h e r e a s  on t he o t h e r  hand , he re  i s  Sond r a  and t he 

sma r t  soc i e t y o f  Lycu rgus he w i l l  soon have t h e  

oppo r t un i t y to become t he ac t i v e  memb e r  o f  i t ,  i f  i t  i s  

n o t  b e c au s e  o f  h e r . 

An o t h e r  impo r t an t  s e t t i n g  occu r s  when C l yd e r e ad s  

abou t t he d oub l e  d rown ing i n  t he n e wspape r .  H e r e  t he 

phys i c a l  obj ec t f igu r e s  i n to t he s to r y  as t he cause o f  

an i n sp i r a t ion . A f t e r  r e ad i n g  t ha t  pa r t i cu l a r  i t em , 

C l yd e  con t emp l a t es t o  k i l l  Robe r t a , and can n o t  d i s m i ss 

t he t hought  o f  i t  f rom h i s  m ind s i nce  t hen . 

T he c on t r a s t  be tween t h i s  p r e sen t p r ed i camen t and 

t h e  wond e r f u l scen e r y  o f  t he T we l f t h  L a ke w h e r e  he 

p e r su ad e s  Sond r a  t o  e l ope w i t h  h im , b u t  f a i ls . 

And t hen t h i s  scene , w h e r e  a b r i g h t  sun  pou r ed a 
f l ood o f  c ry s t a l  l ig h t  u pon g r e en s w a rd t h a t 
s t re tc hed f rom ta l l  p in e s  t o  s i l ve r  r ipp l ing  w a t e r  
<J f  t he l a ke . And o f f  s h o r e , i n  a ha l f  d ozen 
d i f f e r en t d i r e c t i ons , t he b r i g h t  w h i t e sa i l s o f  
sma l l  b o a t s  t he w h i te and g reen  and ye l low  
sp l as he s  of  c o l o r  whe r e  c an o e s  padd l ed by id l ing  
l ov e r s  we r e  pass ing ' i n  t he sun . S11111mer t ime - l e i sure 
J.1a rm th - o o l o r - ease -beau ty- l o ve - a l l  t ha t he had 
dreamed of the summer before .. JJhen he JJas so very 
mu oh l on e l y · ( p . 4 4 5 ) "  

H e r e  the s e t t i ng fun c t i on e s  as an i r on y - - t h e  b r ig h t  

sun , t he c rys t a l  l ig h t , s i l v e r  r i pp l ing w a t e r ,  and 

c o l o r fu l s a i l s of c an oes  in t he l ake - - comp a r e s  to h i s  

l as t  summe r when h e  was lone l y  and v e ry mu c h  long ing f o r  

Rob e r t a · s  l o ve . The  i rony  i s  abou t t he s i m i l a r  

a t mosp he re t h i c  summe r  had w i t h  t h a t  of t he l a s t  
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ma r r i age i d e a  - - · b y  con t r a s t  w i t h  Sond r a , how i l ly 

dressed in t he b l u e  t r ave l ing su i t  and t he sma l l b rown 

ha t w i t h w h i c h  s he had equ ipped h e r s e l f  f o r  t h is 

occas i on - - t h e  p rom i se o f  a r e s t r i c t ed and d i f f i cu l t  

l i f e & s  c o n t r a s t ed w i t h  t ha t  o f f e r ed b y  Sond ra · ( p . 4 72 ) .  

I t  is  t h e  u sage o f  t h e  s ame  " b l u e  t rave l in g  su i t  

and t he sma l l  b r own h a t ' t h a t  evokes  i ron i c  
. 

con t r ad i c t o r y , t h e  a r ti f a c t  p a t he t i ca l l y u sed to s harpen 

t he s i l en t  con f l i o t  b e t ween C l yde and Rob e r t a  · had he · 

n o t i c ed h e r  b lu e  su i t  and l i t t l e b r o wn h a t ?  And had he 

t houg h t  she l o o k ed a t  s l l  a t trac t i ve compared t o  t hose 

r i ch gi rls . . .  ' ( p . 4 7 9 ) ' 

The  d e a t h  scen e i tse l f  mos t l y  occu p i e s  t he s e t t ing  

to en han c e  t he g l oomy , dark  s t a t e  o f  C l yd e ' s  m ind . See 

a t  the fo l l o w i n g  p a s s age · : 

The  s t i l l n e s s  o f  t h e s e  p i n e s  l in i ng  t h i s  d amp 
ye l l ow road a l ong wh i c h  t hey  w e r e  t rave l ing ; t he 
coo l and t he s i l ence , t he d a r k  s had ows and · pu rp l e  
and g r ay d e p t h  and nooks i n  t hem , e ven a t  h igh 
noon . ( p . 4 82 ) 
' T he q u i e t , g l assy , i r id escen t su r f a c e  o f  t he 
l a ke · , · t he l ig h t n ess , f re s hn e s s  and t h e  
i n t ox i c a t i on o f  t h e  gen t l e a i r " ( � . 4 8 2 ) 

T h is passage e n h an c e  t he d a r k  and b i t t e r  f e e l ings , t he 

sec re cy and t h e  mys t e r y  o f  t h e  i n t en d ed c r ime . I n  fac t , 

the d esc r i p t i on o f  t h e  l ake i t se l f  i s  v e r y  d i f fe ren t 

w i t h  t h e d e sc r i p t ion  o f  C r u m  o r  Twe l f t h  Lake . The  mood 

e v o kes by t h i s  se t t i n g  i s  hop e l essness and t h e  g l oomy 

r e a l i t y of C l yd e  a n d  Robe r t a ' s  l i f e . 

T o  eri hun c.: e  t he m ys t e r y  and t h e h i d eous p l an of  
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mu rd e r , t he re  i s  a com b i n a t i on be tween beau t i f u l . se r e n e  

a n d  peace fu l l andscap e  w i t h t he h o r r ib l e  t hough t s  o f  

d ea t h  a n d  d e s t r u c t i on . 

F a t e  
D e s t r u c t i on 
D e a t h  ! Y e t  no sound and n o  smoke . On ly - - on ly 
t hese  t a l l ,  d a r k ,  g r e en p in e s  - - spe a r  s h aped , and 
s t i l l w i t h  he r e  and t h e r e  a d ead on e ,  as hen p a l e  in 
t he hard a f t e rn o on s u n , i t s gau n t , s ap l e s s  a rms 
a l most menac ing l y  ou t s t r e t c hed . 
D e a t h  ! 
And t he sha rp m e ta l l i c c r y  of  t h e  b l u e  j ay spe ed ing 
in  t he d ep t hs of t hese  wood s . Or  the l on e  and 
g h oq t l y  tap� tap- t ap of some so l i t ay wond p e c ke r . . . 
" ' O h  t h e  sun  s h in e s  b r ig h t l y  i n  my o ld Ken t u c ky 
home " , 
I t  wa� Rob e r t a  s ing i n g  c h e e r fu l l y ,  on e hand in t h e  
d e ep  b l u e  wate r . ( p . 4 88 ) 

T he d e ep i r ony o f  t h e  i n t ended mu rd e r  has been con veyed 

w i t h a mas t e r y  in t h i s  scen e . The moc ke r y  of t h e  c r ime 

t h a t  ho l d s  C l yd e  t ig h t l y  in  i t s f i s t  i s  a l so  d e sc r i bed 

i n  t h i s  fo l l o w i ng passage 

" T he i n s id i o u s  beau ty  of  t h i s  p l ac e  T r u l y  i t  
seem ed to mock  h i m  - - t h is s t r angen e s s , t h i s  d a r k  
poo l . s u r rounded on a l l  s id es b y  those wond e r fu l ,  
s o f t .  f i r  t re e s . And t he w a t e r  i t se l f  l o o k ing l i ke 
a huge b l a c k  p ea r l  . . .  s eemed bo t tom l e s s  as he gazed 
in to i t . And ye t .  w h a t  d id i t  a l l sugges t  so 
s t rong l y  ? D e a t h  ! D e a t h  ! H o re d e f in i t e l y t han 
an y t h ing he had seen b e f o r e . D e a t h  ! Bu t a l so a 
s t i l l ,  q u i e t , u n p r o t e s t ing type o f  d e a t h  . . . ' ( p . 4 89 ) 

The l a s t  book o f  An Ame r i can T r agedy wh i c h  i s  mo s t l y  

dom i n a t ed b y  t he cou r t r oom s c ene , d oes  n o t  spa r e  mu c h  

f o r  any u sage o f  se t t i ng . N e a r  t he end i ng o f  t h e  s to r y , 

the  se t t i ng on l y  u s ed ma in l y  t o  d e s c r ibe t he d evas t a t ing 

i r on y of  C l yd e · s  l as t  d ay in  t he D e a t h  Rows . 

As $ t a t ed i n  t h i s  q u o t a t i on : 

· . . .  p a s t  t hese �s i t i n g  t h rongs and o v e r  w i n t e r  
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sun l i t  f ie ld s  and h i l l s o f  snow t ha t  rem i nd ed tiim 
o f  Lycu rgu s ,  Sond r a ,  Rob e r t a , and a l l  t ha t  he had 
so ka l e idoscop i ca l ly and f a t a l ly known in t w en t y  
mon t hs j.u s t  pas t , the gray and res tra in ing wa l l s of 
A ubui·n i tse l f  . . .  ' { p . 7 55 ) 

T he f i n a l  scene o f  t h i s  n o ve l , a f t e r  C l yd e ' s  execu t i on 

- - t h e  l a t e w in t e r  d a y , on l y l  se r v e s  to en han ce  t he d eep  

t r aged y a n d  m i s e r y  b e f a l l in g  on C l yd e ,  t he t raged y o f  

h u m a n  w a s t e  and fa i l u re . 
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I V . 3 . PLOT 

T he ma i n  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h i s  s t o r y  i s  

G r i f f i t hs , t h e  son o f  a s t r e e t  p r e ac h e r  i n  Kansas 

C l yd e  

C i t y . 

H i s e a r l i e s t  b ac kg r ound - - be i n g  t he son o f  a poor  and 

u n impo r t an t f am f l y  comb i n ed w i t h t h �  i nd i f f e r ence o f  the  

s t r e e t  whe r e  t he f a t he r  cond u c t s  & m i s s i o� .  w i l l  

immed i a t e l y  eme rge a cu r i os i t y  abou t w h a t  w i l l  happen 

t o  t h i s  m a i n  c ha r ac t e r  in h i s  l a t e r  cond u c t . F r om t h i s  

expos i t i on , t he read e r s have l ea r n ed t ha t  C l yd e  t en d s  to 

su f f e r  and h a t e  t h i s  p r o f e s s i on , ' c heap ' as h e  r e f e r s  i t  

t o  h i mse l f . and t h a t  he i s  f a r  f � om an y te rms o f  

r e l ig i ou s  d ogma � - ' t h e  remo t e  and c l oudy r oman ce  w h i c h  

s w ayed t he m i n d s  o f  h i s  mo t he r  and f a t he r · .  { p . 9 )  H e  i s  

p l a i n l y ' pagan · ra t h e r  t han r e l i g i ou s , 

r e spon s i ve to  l i f e w i t h i t s p hases t ha t  

a 1 1 d  p l e a. su r e . 

and i::, more  

spe l l s  beau t y  

T h i s  f a c t  i s  a n  i r or y to L h e  fam i l y ' s  ( su pposed l y )  

re l ig i ou s i t y ,  bo t h  in  i ts backg round and p r o f es s ion . 

W h e n  t he s t o r y  moves to  d e sc r i be t he G r i f f i t h s  home - - a 

con t r a s t i n g  n ame to t he i r  hope l ess s t a te - - c a l led " T he 

D o o r  o f  H o p e '' , t he s u spen s e  c r e a t ed i n  t he f i r s t· s tage 

f J f t h i s  s to r y  i n c r e ased . H e r e  i t  can be seen the 

c o n f l i c t  be t ween t he r oman t i c  d r eame r C l yd e  v e r su s  the  

pa ren t s ' i m p r ac t i ca l i t y  a. l ong w i t h C l yd e ' s  f ru s t r a t i on 

f o r  be ing a l w a y s  l ooked down by peop l e . T h e  i r on y i s  t ha t  

somew h e r e in  t h e  eas t , t h e r e  . .  l i ves a r i c h  b r an ch  c !  t he 

G r i f f i t h s fa 1ri i l y ,  a s  C l yd e p i c t u res  h i mse l f  as  . · a  k i nd 

0 f  C ro e s u s , l i v i ng i n  ease and l u x u r y  t h e r e  i n  t h e  e a s t  
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T he acq u in t an c e w i t h m o r e  exp e r i e n c ed ho te l f r i e n d s  has 

b e c om e:  t he gu i d e  in t o  t he g l i t t � r i n g  wo r ld of m a te r i a l  

su c c e s s ,  i n  f ac t ,  t h i s  s t age s e rves a s  h i s r o l e o r  mod e l  

wo r ld w hen l a t e r  he b r e a ks i n to t he s o c i a l  wo r ld o f  

L y c u rg u s  e l i t e s . 

T h e  f <J l  l o w i n g  e v en t s o f  C l yd e  i r1 R a t L e r e r · s  home , 

C l yd e  i n  a b r o t h e l and C l yd e " s  mee t ing  h i s  s i s t e r , E s t a  

- - p r egnan t ,  d e s e r t ed , w i t h  n o  hu sb,nd and n o  mon ey  a r e  

e v en t s  t h a t  n o t  on l y  en han c e  h i s  d i s t ru s t  fo r any 

r e l i g i o u s  t e a c h i n g , and h i s  eag e r n e s s  to w o r l d l y  t h ings 

l a y w i t h i n h i s  r each , b u t i t  a l so s e r ved to  exp l a i n h is 

h1 t e r  a t t i t u d e towa rd h i s  p r egn a n t l ov e r , t o wa rd l ov �  

r e l a t i on s h i p  a n d  t o wa rd sex . 

T h e  e x po s i t i on con t i n u e s  w i t h  C l yd e " s  t r ou b l ed and 

f r u s t a t i n g p u rs u e of t he s l y  a n d  �xp e r i en ced H o r t ense 

B r i ggs · · - w h i c h  can b e r e f l e c t ed t o w a 1·d h i s  s ed u c t i on to  

t h � s e l f - sa c r i f i c i n g  Rob e r t a . 

A f  t A r  h e  m an ag e s  t o  e s c a p e  f rom  K an sas C i t y  d u e  

t o  t he a c c i d e n t t ha t k i l l ed a l i t t l e g i r l , C l yd e  wan d e r s  

a r o u n d  i n  m �n y  c i t i es b e f o r e  he f i n a l l y  secu r e s  a p l ac e  

i n  a r i c h - m en c l u b  i n  C h i c ago , t h e U n i on L e a g u e  C l ub . I t  

i s  ou t n f  t. h j s  r: l u b - - "1 t1 e r e  rri o s t. o f  t h e  r i c h e s t , 

p o w e r f u l and r e s e r v ed m e n  f r om a l l  a ro u nd Ame r i c a  ga t he r  

t h � t  C l yd o  d �v e l ops a n e �  t r a i t s i n  h i s  a h a r a a t A r  

n1 1.• t" •� r e f i n ed , geri t l em a n l y . Rl • H Q  s u bd u �d and l es s  

r r. • 1111-1 1 1 1. i •: .  A l s o; l. r1 1. l i f.:  r r. .-: t. t h a t. f1 l. a r t l c s a n d  a we s h i rr1 n o t  

; , i i t t l .-: , t. h � t. n u r r ·J trnd ed 1 ,y  t h t=: s t:t  l u xu r y  o f  l i fe ,  

I 1 n w r1 v •: r . t. ti t.: r f: R r e  n n  s e x  c 1 e m � n  U; w ha t s oe v e r  t h a t  
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s m e a r ed t h e s e  men - - a n ew w ay o f  v i ew ing s e x  f o r  C � yd e  

a s  b e f o r e ha�d . h i s  f o r m e r  d own fa l l i n  K . C  i s  a lso  

b r oug h t  b y  t h i s  a1 i sgu i d ed sex e l eme1 1 t .  

By a t w i s t o f  f a t e , C l yd e  me e t s h i s  u n c l e  in  t h i s  

c lu b . I n t e r e s ted b y  h i s  r e f i n ed man n e r , t h e  u n c l e  

p e rm i t s C l yd e t o  come t o  L y c u rgu s and t r y ing  h i s  l u c k  t o  

make a s t a r t  i n  h i s co l l a r fac t o ry . 

F o l l o w i n g  t h is , C l yd e  c omes t o  Lycu rgu s ,  a sma l l  

n � v e r t he l e ss p rospe rou s and l u xu r i o u s  c i t y . T h e  suspense 

c r e a t ed wh en a se r i es  o f  even t s  happen a round C l yd e  

w h i c h  cas t ove r h i m  some e f f ec t s  t h a t  in f l u en c e  h i s  

l a t e r  c onduc t .  

W h i l e  ad m i r i n g  h i s  unc l e ' s  b i g f a c t ory , C lyd e 

i n c l i n e s  t o  be  d i ssapo in t ed when he m e e t s  G i lb e r t , h i s  

c o l d  and c yn i c a l cou s in who resen ts  and l oo k s  d own a t  

h i m . Coup l ed w i t h t h i s , t he fac t t h a t  h e  i s  p l aced in 

the c om p a n y ' s l owe s t  po s i t i on ,  t he men i a l  j ob w i t h m i n o r  

p a y  a l so t h e  w r e t c hed n e s s  o f  h i s  b o a rd ing ho u s e , w i th no  

' f r i ends  and  b e ing n eg l e c t ed b y  t h i s  wea l t hy  f am i l y ,  has 

became an i r on y to h i s  g r e a t  d r e ams con c e rn ing t he 

n a Lu r e  o f  h i s  u n a l e " s  indu s t ry h e r e . 

E v e n t ho u g h  t hj s  c ond i t i on has some how w e aken ed 

h i m ,  s t i l l  C l yd e , a n a tu ra l p roud f rom t he beginn ing , 

e v e n  i f  h e  i s  p oo r , f e e l s  e l a t ed and u p l i f t ed b y  t h is 

i mp o r t a n t  

b e c a u s e  

b e t. w e e n  

b l o od r e l a t ion s h i p . Peo p l e r espec t s  h im 

o f  h i s f a m i l y n ame , - - t he en ormou s d i f f e ren t 

t h � G r i f f i t h s  h e r e  and in  Kansas C i ty w h i c h  
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u a u s ed h i m t o  d e v e l o p an a i r  o f  a l oo fn e s s , supe r io r i ty 

I r 1 t h e m e an . t i m e , h e  h a s  a l r e a d y  m ad e a f r i en d  

w i t h a n  e ag e r W a l t e r  D i l l a rd , a c l e r k  w ho is v e r y  much  

i 11 1r.• r e �.: u t':d b y  h i r; n a m e , a l s o  w i t h D i l l a rd ' s  f r �e n d s  

Z e l l a  a n d  R i t a ,  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y i n t e r e s t ed in  h i m . 

N e v e r t h e l e R s , C 1 yd e  t e nd o t o  pu t t h i s n ew r e l a t ions h ip 

i n t o  a n  e n d  w h e n  h e  r e c e i v e s  a d in n e r  i n v i t a t i on f r om 

t. 1 1 1� 1; r i f f' i t. h s . P r oud as he i s . C l yd e s e e s  n o  ben e f i t  f o r  

l i i m  t u  c c1 1 1 t i n u e  t h e r e l a t i on s h i p w i t h D i l l a rd o r  R i t a ,  

J .i t': u p l r-:  · s'o f a r  b e·l ow h i s  p q s i t i rJr1 · ( p .  2 2 4  ) 

D u r i n g t he d i n n e r , h o w e v e r ,  C l yd e f e e l s  how much  

h �  h a s  b e e n  n eg l e c t ed · t h e r e , so mu c h  ou t of  p lace . 

H e r-: t i n g  t h e  b e a u t i f u l S o nd r a  F i n c h l e y  , C l yd e  p l aces h i s  

1 1 t . ni 1 1�; 1 .  1:1 d fJ r a t i on ,  t h e  rep resen t a t i v e  o f  t he s oc i a l  and 

b A a u t y  s u p r e mac y o v e r h e r . H e  c a n  n e v e r  f o rge t S on d r a 

� v t: 1 1  w h e n l t c  1 s  i n v o l v e d  w i t h Robe r t a l a t e r . 

th � v t� r U1 e l H s f.; ,  a l t ho u g h h e  f e e l s  t h a t he i s  j u s t  

p � r n1 i t t ed t o  l o o k  i n t o t h i s  h i g h  s o c i a l  wo r l d , h e  s t i l l.  

•:: n g F.! t· l y h o p e s  t h a t  h i=:  c an m a k e  h i s w a y  i n  to t h  i s  

g r H rt d � u r w o r l d . and t e n d s  to  e x agge r a t e  t h e im p o r t o f  

t h i s  e o n n e c L i o n .  

F o l l o w i n g  t h i s  e v e n t , C l yd e  i s  p �omo t ed t o  b e  t h e  

h r:: wJ o t" t ht"..! s t » a1 p i n g r o o m  o n  a c c  o u n t o f  S a m u  e l G r i f f  i th  s 

r (H: I i 1 1 g l:>O r r y f o r h i n1 ·- - 1 o o k in  g s o  m u c h  1 i k e G i l b  e r  t - -

w u r k i n g i n  t h e c om p a n y ' s b a s e m e n t w o r ld . T h e  s tamp i n g  

r· , . .  1 111 i. t. s e l r i s  a pa r t i c u  l a r r o o m  i n  w h i c h  a 1 1  t h e 

e m ri l c1 y e e s  a r e  w o m e n . G i l b e r t  p e r s o n a 1 1  y w a r n s  h i m abou t 
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t h i s  u n u su a l  fac t and and s t at e  he n i l l  soon g e t  in to . 

G ra t e f u l f o r  t h i s  sudden p r omo t i on , a t  t ha t  t ime , a t  

l e as t , C l yd e i s  d e t e r m i n ed t o  b e  a good wo r ke r . 

T h e  s t amp ing room i s  ind e ed hav i n g  i t s part i c u l a r  

a tmosp he r e , t ha t  d u e  t o  h i s  c hara c t e r  w h i c h  i s  eas i l y 

t emp t ed by beau ty  and s e x  appea l ,  p rooves t o  b e  

s o m e t h i n g  re a l ly t emp t ing h im t o  ' p l ay a round w i t h t he 

g i r l s h e r e , i f  on l y  n obody d i s c ov e r s  abou t i t ' .  ( p . 2 39 ) 

E v en t u a l l y he mee t s  t h i s  p a r t ic u l ar l y c harm ing 

Robe r t a A ld en , a poo r , l on e l y cou n t r y  g i r l , w i t h whom h e  

becomes ve r y  in t e res ted in . Howeve r ,  i t  i s  a wond e r  

t h a t  a man as  p r oud a s  C l yd e  can be v e r y  i n t e res t ed i n  

Robe r t a  - - w h o  i s  p o o r  even i f  s h e  i s  b e au t i f u l . 

Robe r t a h e r s e l f  i s  awa r e  t o  t h i s  fac t ,  t ha t ·  C l yd e  

i s  above h e r  in  soc i a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i on . N e ve r t he l e s s , i t  

mu s t  b e  d u e  f r om h i s  l on e l i n e s s  h e r e  i n  Lycurgus 

n e v e r  hav ing any i n t i m a t e  f r i end s a f t e r  d ropp ing D i l l a rd 

on accou n t o f  h i s  ' exc l u s i ve · f am i l y n ame - - t h a t  C l yd e 

even tu a l l y y i e ld s  t o  Rober t a �s m a t e rn a l  so l i c i tud e . 

I ron i c a l l y , s i n c e  t he d i n n e r  i n v i t a t i on , Clyd e  has 

been sad l y neg l e c t ed b y  t he r i c h  G r i f f i t hs , l e f t  on h i s  

own d ev i c e s  f o r  mo� t hs , and s i n c e  t h a t  i n v i t a t ion , t h e r e  

has b e e n  n o  i mpo r t an t con t ac t  mad e for  h im . C l yd e  

h i ms e l f  i s  awa re t o  t h i s  i ron y . O n  o n e  hand , h e  has 

c a r e f u l l y l im i t ed h i mse l f  f rom any ca r e l e ss con t ac t ,  on 

the  o t he r  hand , t he fam i ly has choosen to ign o r e  h i m . 

T h i s , and add ed to  t he compan y ' s  r u l e  t h a t  n o  head 
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� o f d e p a r tmen t can have an y re l a t i on s h i p  w i t h an y 

F-: 111 p l u y e F-:i:; I. h a t. h & s  r es t r a i n ed h i D'1 f rom m a k i n g  a 

r e l ft t. i o ri s h i p  w i t h a g i r l  as n i c e  and a t t rac t i v e  as 

l< o b � r t. u ,  h u v '1  m a <l t:: C l yd e · r tt b t: l l i o u s  and l e t h a rg i c  a t  

t i m e s · . ( p . 1 8 ) 

I n  t h i s  r e b e l l i o u s mood , C l yd e  f i nds Robe r ta , a 

s i mp l e ,  obed i e n t and ad o r ing woman . W i t h  Rob e r ta he g e t s  

� l o t  o f  � t t cm t.i on a 1 1 <l  a.f f e c t i on , h u fl p i l y i n  l ove . i f  

1J fl l Y  h e  i s  1 1 o t  o b l i g e d  t o  ma r r y h e r . So , d u e  t o  t h i s  

f a c t ,  C l yd e  i s  a b l e  L o  f o r g e t t h e G r i f f i t hs ind i f f e r ence 

f a r  L h c l i ru e  b e i n g .  

C 1 yd e and H o b e r ta  g e t i n t o a c l and e s t i n e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p . 'l' h i s  re l a t i on s h i p  has r e su l t ed in 

k ob F-: r t R " s  m o v i n g to ano t h e r  b o a rd i ng hou s e  b e c a u s e  G ra c e  

H a r r , he r room-ma te  h a s  d i sc ove r ed Rob e r ta ' s  l i e s  abou t 

h� r r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h C l yd e . 

H o w e v e r ,  t he r e l a t i on s h i p  t ends  t o  go w r ong , As  

t he summe r c hanges t o  fa l l ,  C l yd e wan ts  some t h i ng more , 

a g r f.: a t e r i ri t i ru a c y  t o  s t op by  R o b e r t a ' s  r o o m a t  n ig h t . 

l< fJ.b t:r L &  r � f u s e s t h i s  p roposa l - - v e r y  i nd e c en t f o r  h e 1  

t r � i ri i ng a n d  re l j g i o u s i t y - - a l t ho u g h  in  h e r  t h e r e  was 

' t h a t  o v e r m a s t e r i n g u rge o f  r e p r e s s ed and f e a r ed d e s i r e 

1 1 n w  k n fJ c k i n g 1 o u d l y  f o r  r e cog n i t i on ' ( p . 2 8 9 ) . 

C l yd e . o n  a c c o u n t o f  h i s  s e x u a l  t i m id i t y aga i n s t  

t i l t'! �;L y H o rten s e  w ho h & s  u s ed h i m  i n  K a n s a s C i t y , and 

I i i ::;  s u d d c:: n ab a n d o r1 e m e n t o f  R i t a f o r  n o t h i ng , d e t e rm in ed 

r. h a l  h �  nnw t. n o t  b e  r e j e c: t e d  by h e r . For  C l yd e , Robe r ta 

i s  L he s u r f a c e  to b o u n c e  o f f  h i s r F-: venge , f ru s t r a t i on , 
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t i m id i ty ,  r e sen tmen t and r ep r e ssed d ispos i t i on . For a f t e r  

a l l ,  he  is  Robe r t a ' s  supe r i o r  i n  the  compan y , and here  

in Lyc u rgus  he i s  a G r i f f i t hs for  some t h ing , w h i l e  in  

K an s�s C i t y , H o r t en s e  s e e s  h im as a G r i f f i t hs f o r  

n o t h ing . Even i f  h e  r e a l i zes  h o w  d angerous  t h i s  d emand 

f o r  h i s  fu t u r e  i s , s t i l l  he can n o t  abo l i s h  t h e  

ove rmas t e r ing  d e s i re . 

On t h e  p a r t  o f  Robe r t a , a s i d e s  f rom h e r  love f o r  

C l yd e  ove r m as t e r ing h e r  p r e v i o u s  t ra in i n g  and 

con v en t i ons , s t i l l ,  �he s e e s  h im as a G r i f f i t hs - - t he 

rep resen t a t ion  o f  t he g r and e u r w o r ld  v e r y  much  

' con t r as t ed w i t h  t he pove r ty s h e  be longs t o . 

T he c l ass c on f l ic t . e s t ab l i s hes be tween C lyd e and 

t h e  soc i e ty reaches  i ts mos t  so l id and r e a l  f o rm when 

even t u a l l y C l yd e is t rapped in  i t s d i l l emma . 

I t  a l l b e g i n s  when he m e e t s  S on d r a  F in c h l e y  on c e  

aga in , b y  acc i d en t . Sond r a , w h o  h a t e s  G i l b e r t , f e e ls 

t h a t  

' C l yd e  

u s ing  C l yd e  s h e  c an i r r i t a t e  G i l b e r t . O f  cou rse , 

i s  n o t  aware o f  t h i s  f ac t ,  he on l y  f e e l s  so much 

in parad i se when S ond ra t r e a t s  h im w i t h i n t e re s t  and 

cou r t e sy he a l ways d re amed o f . Bas i ca l l y ,  C l yd e n e v e r  

f o rge t s  t1 i s  d r eam and asp i ra t i on t o  g e t  in t o  t h e  c i rc l e  

o f  L y c u rgu s · sma r t  s oc i e t y , t h u s  in  t h i s way , Sond ra ' s  

a f f e c t i on t o  h i m i s  j u s t  l i ke a g i f t  f rom h e aven . 

C l yde i s  i n v i ted to many par t ies  o f  Lycu rgu s · 

exc lu� i v e  c i r c l e  because  even tu a l l y , Sond r a  r ea l l y i s  

f a s c i n a t ed b y  h i m . 
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S o , t � i s  d eve l opmen t · i s re a l l y h i s  maj o r  s tep in  

L r eak i ng to  t he s o c i e ty ' s  i nd i f fe r e n c e  e spec i a l ly 

t h e  G r i f f i t hs ind i f f e ren ce . 

A l l  o f  t hese  even t s  w i l l  n o t  be s u c h  a prob l em i f  

o n l y  C l yd e  i s  n o t  i n v o l ved so d e ep l y  w i t h Robe r t a . I t  

d oes  n o t  t a k e  l o n g  f o r  Rob e r t a  t o  revea l C l yd e ' s  l i e s  

and absence w h i c h  caused h e r  t o  b eg i n  t o  reg r e t  he r 

y i e ld i ng to  C l yd e , espec i a l l y  when she  r e a l i z e s  how 

t r i v i a l  and u n imp o r t an t  t he i r  r e l a t i on s h i p  compared t o  

h i s  r e l a t i on s h ip w i t h  t h e  G r i f f i t h s  and L y cu rgus h igh 

soc i e ty . 

I t  i s  qu i t e i r on i c ,  t hough , t h a t  a l t hough in  

Robe r t a ' s  e ye s , C l yd e  can s h o w  h imse l f  as a mas te r fu l 

you t h , w i t h Sond r a ,  h i s  pos i t i on i s  j u s t  l i ke Rob e r t a ' s  

to  h i m . Reg a rd ing her  r e l a t i on s h i p  w i th C lyd e ,  Sond ra  

r ea l i z e s  t ha t  t he re are  man y obs t ac l es b e tween t hem  - 

he r s t a t e , her  par en ts  and t he fam i l y ' s  soc i a l  pos i t ion 

t ha t  w i l l  n o t  p e rm i t  h e r  to do m o r e  t h an a 

c l an d e s t ine  r e l a t i on s h i p  w i t h  h im . A l th ough C l yd e i s  a 

G r i f f i t hs ,  s t i l l  h e  i s  poor . H ow s t r ange i t  i s  t o  f ind 

t h i s  i ron i c  s i m i l a r i ty w i t h C l yd e  and Rob e r t a ' s  

r e l a t i o n sh i p , R c l ass con f l i c t  be tween t he h ig h e r  soc i a l  

po s i t i on a n d  i t s l o we r . 

T h � c l ass c on f l i c t  t en d s  to become v e ry har row i ng 

a n d  e x c r u c i a t ing w hen on t op o f  t h i s , Robe r t a  f inds 

he r s e l f  p r egn an t ,  j u s t  when C lyd e d e c i d e s  t o  end t he i r  

r e l a t i on s h i p . Sens i t i ve a s  he can be , a l t hough h e  f e e l s  

l t1 a t h e  i s  a c r u e l ,  s l y  and shame l ess  p e rson , s t i l l  
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C lyd e d o e s  n o t  know w h a t  t o  d o  w hen i t  comes t o t h i s  

p red io amen t .  H e  i s  t iapped i n  con f l i c t  he c an n o t  s o l�e ,  

as l e av i ng Sond r a  f o r  Robe r t a  w i l l  on l y  m e an an end to 

t h e  d ream h e  is  a iways c h e r i shed , a damag i n g  t hr e a t  and 

d e s t ru c t i on u n f o r tun a t e l y  comes r ig h t  at abou t t ime he 

i s  go ing to make a maj o r  b r e a k  i n t o  t he soc i e ty . 

Com i n g  f rom a v e r y  r e l i g i o u s  f am i ly w ho ho ld 

t igh t l y  t o  t h e  s an c t i on ed me.an i n g  o f  m a r r i ag e , and w i l l  

n e v e r  t o l e ra t e  any form  o f  adu l t e r y , Rob e r t a  d emand s 

C lyde  t o  m a r r y  h e r  w hen t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  have an 

abo r t i on f a i l ed .  C lyd e ' s  rej e c t ion to t h is i d e a  c an be 

t raced back t o  t he s ed u c t i on and d e se r t i on o f  E s t a  baok 

in Kansas C i t y .  

L e arn ing f rom w h a t  has become o f  E s t a  and t he 

u n happy resu l t  o f  her  s e xu a l  ad ven t u re , C lyde l earns · 

t h a t  
I 

n o t h i n g  i s  w rong w i t h sex r e l a t i on ,  w h i c h  i s  a l s o  

p rooved by h i s v i s i t  t o  t he b r o t he l . 

Even · i f  he i s  s o  mu ch t ou ched and s o r r y  abo u t  

E s t a ' s  cond i t ion , h e  s t i l l  c an n o t  t h i n k  f o r  h imse l f  

tha t s he i s  en t i r e l y  b l ame l e s s . W as she  n o t  t he one who 

runaway and w i l l ing l y  gave herse l f  up t o  t he man ? For 

C l yd e , t he c au s e  and e f fe c t  of a sexu a l  r e l a t i on sh i p  is 

pa r t i a l . Each p e rson invo l ves  in  a sexua l  re l a t i on s h ip 

mu s t  be con s id e r ed as a s e p a r a t e  e l em en t . Es t a  d o e s  n o t  

d emand t he m an respon s i b l e  t o  marry  h e r  and t h is way he 

con s id e rs Robe r ta · s  d emand as an ' i l log i ca l  d e m and ' .  W hy 

cou ld  n o t  she  ac t l i ke Es ta , l eave h im a l on e and m a ke 
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p he r  own way l i ke E s t a  ? C l yd e d o e s  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  is  

f a i r  for Robe r t a  to be in h i s  w ay when he i s  on the  

h ig hway t o  reach his  Ame r i c an d r e am . This  fee l ing  is so  

s t rong in h i m  t ha t  even t u a l l y it  evokes in h i m  a h a t r ed a  

and b i t t e r  resen tmen t f o r  Robe r t a . 

T he c l i m ax is i n c r e as ing l y  c r e a t ed s t ep b y  s t ep 

s t a r t ing  when C l yd e  r e ad s  abo u t t he d ou b l e  d rown i n g  i n  a 

l a k e . Desp e r a t e  as he is , C l yd e  b eg i ns  t o  con t emp l at e  

t he i d e a  o f  k i l l ing  Rob e r t a ·  . A t  t h i s  po in t , f i r s t  he 

in c l i n e s  t o  �ej e c t  t h is idea , n e ve r t he le s s , t h is 

asse r t i on s  g e t s  w e a k e r  and w hen  a t  l as t  Robe r t a • s  f in a l  

and t hr e a t en ing l e t te r  a r r ives , · . . .  and t h e  w o r ld w i l l  

know how you  have t re at ed me  . . .  · ( p . 4 69 ) ,  C l yd e  t h in ks 

t h a t  ' n ow d e c id ed ly he mu s t  a c t ' ( p . 4 69 ) . 

I n  t he d e a t h  scene , C lyde s t r i kes Rob e r t a  as t h� 

r e spon s e  f o r  h i s  unconsc i o u s  h a t red and resen tmen t for  

her  au t ho r i ty and d e mand . H i s  symp a t hy i f o r  Robe r t a  a f t e r  

t h e  s t r i k e  on l y  causes h e r  d e a t h  ( p . 4 92-493 ) ,  t h a t  when 

he and Robe r t a a r e  t hr own to t he w a te r ,  he c an n o t  

b r ing h imse l f  t o  he l p  h e r . 

T h e  d e a t h  scen e  i s  t he c l i max o f  t he n o ve l . 

Reach i ng t h e  s h o r e  a f t e r  Rob e r t a  is d rowned , C l yd e  is 

un c e r t a i n  whe t h e r  he h as or  has n o t  k i l l ed Robe r t a .  A 

c a r e fu l r e ad i n g  t o  t h i s  p ar t i c u l a r  scene w i l l a l so b r i ng 

t he same  u n c e r t a i n t y . For  a l t hough  h e  has c o n t emp l ated  

to  k i l l  Rob e r t a  to  t he v e r y  d e ta i l s o f  its  scheme , 

n e ve r t he l es s , Rob e r t a ' s  d e a t h  i s  n o t  by h i s  o r ig in a l  

p l an , bu t r a t h e r  f r om h i s  repu l s ion , h a t red and 
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f r u s t r a t ion w i t h a m ing led sympa t hy . W hen he  i s  b rought 

to  t r i a l , t he p r osecu t i on is f o c u s ed in w h a t  he  d o e s  n o t  

d o  t h a t  i s  t o  a s s i s t  t he d r own ing Robe r t a . 

T h e  w h o l e  cou r t r oom s c e n e  and C l yd e ' s  be i n g  i n  

t h e  ' d e a t h  rows ' b e f o r e  t he execu t ion t akes p l ac e , a r e  

t h e  s t eps towa rd t he s t o r y ' s  r e so l u t i on o r  d en oumen t .  

L t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  be n o ted  h e r e , t ha t  t he 

au t ho r  by c o n t r a s t  has pu t h i ms e l f  in  a d is tance  

C l yd e d u r ing his  t r i a l . Obv i ou s l y , h e r e  he  w an ts  

s ign i f y  abou t how t r i v i a l  C lyd e ' s  f at e  i s  i n  f r on t  

l he l ega l sys tem . A l so , i t  is  an i ro n y  t h a t  C l yd e  

Robe r t a ' s  p a t he t i c t r agedy h a s  b e c ame som e t h i n g  

f rom 

to 

of  

and 

as 

t hough  i t  i s  n o t  a r e a l  even t comm i t t ed by r e a l  p e r s on s . 

The  p r osecu t i o n  and t h e  d e fe n s e  t r e a t s  t h e  t r ag edy as 

t hough i t  is J u s t  a s to ry a r r anged in o rd e r  to 

ruan i p u l a t e e a c h  o t he r . 

C o m i n g c l o s e r  to  t h e  end o f  t he s to r y , t h e  

. o n c o m i n g  e l ec t r ocu t i �n f o r  C l yd e .  the  i ron y o f  t h i s  

n o v e l i s  s t i l l  p e r f e c t l y w i t h in t he p l o t . Fac ing h i s  

e l e c t r o c u t i on ,  C l yd e  f inds  t h a t  e v en t u a l l y h e  ge ts 

n o t h i ng  f r om t he Lycu rgus · sma r t  soc i e ty , n o t  p i t y o r  

sympa t hy .  N o t  a w o rd comes f rom Sond ra , t h e  g i r l  f o r  

w h oru h e  t 1as d one  a l l  t hese . Even t hough Sond r a  r ea l i z e s  

t h i s f ac t . b e c au s e  o f  t he imruense p r ej ud i c e  and ho r r o r , 

s he does  n o t  have an y i n t en t i on t o  make  any 

o n m mu n i c a t i on w i t h C l yde . Fu r t he rm o r e . as she  can now 

A e � , nomp a r ed t o  h e r  r i c h  b a c kg r ound , C l yde i s  j u s t  a 
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poor son o f  a n on d e s c r i p t  s t re e t  p r e a c he r , an ext reme 

d i f f e re n c e  w i t h her own c l ass . A l t hough the G r i f f i t hs o f  

Lycu rgus i s  w i � l in g  t o  pay f o r  h is l awye rs , s t i l l  t he y  

r eru a i n  a l o o f and s i l en c e , n o t  a w o r d  f o r  h i s  d e f en s e  o r  

f a v o r . I n  f ac t , i t  i s  in h i s  poo r fam i l y  and 

m o t h e r  t h a t  C l yd e is now h an g i n g  t o . 

The u n c e r t a in ty o f  h i s gu i l t ,  i s  s t i l l  

t h e  end o f  t he f in a l  s c en e ,  t he execu t ion . T h i s  

w i t h h i s  u n c e r t a i n t y  t o  re l i g i o n  in  w h i c h  a t  

exhaus ted 

t he r e  a t  

c ou p l ed 

l a s t  he 

t u r n s  t o . I s  h e  rea l l y saved , i s  a q u e s t i on ri o t  easy to 

b e  a n s w e r ed , j u s t  l i ke the  q u e s t i on whe t he r  he is  re a l l y  

g u i l t y .  
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