
CHAP'fER S I X  

C 0 N C J .  U S l 0 N 

C l yd e G r i f f i t hs " ear l i e s t  b ac kg r ou nd i s  t h e  �ost  

e l e ru e n t a l  c au s e f o r  th e eme rgen c e  of  h i s  d r eams o f  

wor ld l y  and �a t e r i a l success . B o r n  a s  a p agan , 

amb i t iou s ,  se l f i sh  and evas i v e  son o f  a t r i v i a l  and 

u n i � p o r tan t f am i l y  of s t r e e t  p r e a c he r , C l yd e is 

d i s c o n t e n t ed t o  t h e  p o v e r t y and t r i v i a l i t y o f  t he f am i l y  

wh i l e ou ts id e , t he t e mp t a t i on o f  t he g l i t t e r ing 

m a t e r i � l i sru of t he soc i e t y  has temp ted h im t o  t he bon � . 

I n  add i t i on to the  p o v e r t y  t ha t  su r rounds and 

s t r �n g l e s h i m , C l yd e  h i mse l f  c an s e e  how u s e l ess t he 

re l ig i o u s  w o r k  and t he s t e r i l e m o r a l ism o f  h i s  paren t s . 

F o r  C l yd e , t hey a r e  on l y  f u n c t i oned t o  en han c e  t h e  

m i se rab le  pov e r t y  and d i f f i c u l ty f aced by  t he f am i l y .  On 

t h e con t r a r y , the ou ts id e  w o r ld seems so b r ig h t  

o r n amen t ed w i t h  t h e  beau t y  and g l i t t e r i n g  l ig h t  o f  

wo r ld l y  p l easu r e ,  t h ings  t ha t  has n o t h ing t o  d o  w i t h t he 

paren t s · , re l ig io u s  and mo r a l  t e a c h in� . 

T h i s  k i nd o f  en v i ronmen t has con t r i bu t ed a g r e a t  

d e a l i n  t he bu i ld i ng o f  C l yd e ' s  d re ams and d e� i r e  to  

h a v e  and e n j o y  w o r l d l y  p l easu r e  . .  In  t u rn , C l yd e ' s  f e a r  

t o w a rd t he pove r t y  and re l i g i ou s  and s t e r i l e m o r a l  

teac h i n g  t ha t  c o m e s  a l ong w i t h  i t , ha s sha�ed h i m  in to  a 

p e r s on a l i t y on l y  knows m�ney , m a te r i a l  succes  antl sexu a l  

g r 8 t i f i c a t i o n a s  t h e  u l t ima te end and go a l  f o r  

e v e r y t h i ng . 
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I t  i s  a n  i r o n y  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  t e a c h i n g  and s t r i c t  

ru o r a l c on v e n t i o n s  w h i c h  i s  s u p po s ed t o  g i v e  happ i n e s s  t o  

t. 1 1 r:  p .-: o p l e . o n  t h e c o n t r a r y , e v e n  � i v e s  C l yd e  nl i s e r y  and 

u n ti tt p 1=· in e n s . 

H e n c e  t h e c on f l i c t b eg i n s . 

C l y d e " s  s o c i a l  and p s y c h o l og i c a l c on f l i c t s  c a n  n o t  b e  

s o p a r � t ed f r o m  t h e  e f f e c t s  s o u g h t by h i s  e a r l y  

1'.: l l v i r o n rn e n t a n d  b a s i c  c ha r a c t e r i s t i c . Obv i o u s l y , t h e  

t r u u ru C1 t i c e xp e r i e n c e  and f e a r  t o wa rd t h e p o v e r t y h a s  

b e c o me t h e u l t i rn a t e  c au s e f o r  C l yd e ' s  s o c i a l  and 

p s y c h o l og i c a l  c o n f l i c t . 

A s  an i n t e n s e  and a c t i v e  s o c i a l  c l i m b e r , C l yd e  

b e c o m e s  a m a n  t h a t  d e i f i e s  m a t e r i a l  s u c c e s s , f o r  i t  i s  

on l y  t h i s  k i nd o f  m a n  t h a� c an b e  s o m e b od y  i n  t he 

s o c i e t y  t h a t  g i v e s  g r e a t  e m p h a s i s  t o  w o r ld l y  s u c c e s s . 

H ow e v e r ,  t h e s o c i e t y  d o e s  n o t  g i v e  h i m e n o u g h  

c han c e  t o  asp i r e h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  w o r l d o f  t h e  ' r i c h  and 

p o w e r f u l "  - - at l e a s t  i n  the b eg i n n i n g  

t e n d s t o  b e  r e b e l l i o u s  a t  t h e  t i m e . 

h e n c e  C l yd e  

T h e  r e b e l l i o n  i n  t he f o rm o f  a n  i l l i c i t  

r e l a t i on s h i p  t h a t  c au s e s  p r e gn a n c y  f o r  Rob e r t a , C l yd e · �  

p o o r l o v e r - - p r o o v ed f a t a l a n d  d a m a g i n g  f o r  e a c h  o t h e r  

i n  f a c i n g  t h e s o c i e t y  t ha t  s t i l l  h ig h l y  r e g a rd s  

1110 1· CJ. l i sn1 ;cs n d  s t r i c t  r c: l i g i o u s  c o n v e n t i on s .  

A l l  t h e w h i l e ,  C l yd e ' s  i n n e r  s e l f  c an n o t  p v e r c ome 

t h e t em p t a t i on o f  the g l i mm e r i n g  d r e ams and d e s i r e s , i t  

a l w a y s  s u r r e nd e r s  t o  t he f o r c e  o f  t he s o c i a l  w i l l . 
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C ! yu e s t r u gg l e s  sev e r e l y  t o  asp i r e  h i ms e l f to  t he 

g r u n d e u r wo r l d , h e  e v en u s e s  sex as a d ou b l e  edged 

k n i f e t o  su p p o r t  h i s  e f f o r t s . On one  hand , sex i s  u sed 

t. (I h i s r e b e l l i o u s F e e  1 i n g  t o w a rd t h e  

i wJ i. f f £.: r , rn c: e f o r <: £� C:J f t h e  s o c i e t y , b u t on t ht:l' o t her  

l i i1 1 1 d , �.w x  j. B u l s o  u s •;od a �  L h e ml::u u s  Lo as s i s t h i m  

a s p i r i n g I n t o t h e g r undeu r w o r l d . 

F (J r  C l yd e i f; a S F.: l f - r.: e n l e r ed <; h a r o r.: t e r  w i t h  so 

J i l l. I &  t (J  c e n tr.: 1· . l l i s  f e a r and c a l c u l l.l l i on a l <J n g  w i t h 

I d s m1 o b t d s 111 & l wa.ys  f o r c e  an y t h i ng spon tan e u s  w i t h i n  

h i na t o  s u r r i:: n d e  r · t o  l h e  f o r c e o f t he soc i a 1 w i 1 1 . Hence  

i t  i s  l og i c a l  to  assume  t h a t  e v e n  i f  C l yd e  tends  t o  

r e b e l . o n  t l ae  o t h e r  s i d e , he  h a s  in h i m a l i fe l ong f e a r  

t o  t h e  f o r c e  o f  t h e s o c i e ty i n  g en e r a l .  

T h i s  w a y  l i e  can on l y  p ick L h e  c r i m i n a l  mean t o  

� fl <: f1 p �  f r <J m  t. h e b l and i s hmen t .  N e v e r t h e l es s , C l y� e · s f a t e  

i s  o b v i o u s l y  t r i v i a l am id s t  t h e he avy mac h i n e r y  o f  

s o c i u l l eg� l f o r c e s . H e  i s  t r apped i n s id e , pun i s hed and 

d e s t r oy ed , j u s t  l i ke t ha t w i t ho u t cons i d e r ing - an y  causes 

t h a t  h a s  s t i mu l a ted t he cr i m i n a l  d o i ng . H e  is  a fa t e­

d r i v e n  c r i m i n a l pun i s hed s e v e r e l y  and un j u s t l y  by t he 

T l a r� r.: on t' l l c t  i n  t h e s t o r y  i s  s ign i f  i c a.n t s i n c e  i t  

e x p l i c i t l y i l l u s t ra t e s t he t r i v i a l i ty o f  human be ing i n  

� h e f a c e  o f  f a t e . N o  bod y can r e s i s t  t he hand s  o f  f a t e , 

o n e  i ru p o r t a n t  t h i n g  s h o u ld a l ways be romembe red . 

.... 
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I t  i s  a l so  s i gn i f i c an t  in t h e  way au t ho r  te l ls 

abo u t  t he t r agedy o f  human " f a i l u r e . T h e re i s  n o t �ing in 

t he d r e ams of d e l ight and w o r ld l y  suc cess , and t h ey a r e  

as emp t y  as a gas b a l l oon . 
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