
CHAP'fKR ONli 

INTRODUC'fION 

1. 1. BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

l 

As a student in  l i t e r a t u r e, t he r� i s  a v e r y  

i mp o rtan t q u e s t i on w e  mu st d e a l w i t h . "What is 

l.i..t.eratu.r..e..::. i s  an impo r t an t  qu e s t i on w hic h in  fac t is 

ve ry d i f f i cu l t  to an swer . 

L i t e r a t u r e  i s  t h e way  o f  an au t ho r  t o  exp r e s s  h i s  

o r  h e  r fee 1 i n  g • a t t i tu d e , i d e a  o r t hough t ab o u t · 1 i f e and 

the wo r ld by the m ed i u m  of l anguage . ( Rees , 1 9 7 3: 1 9 ) 

Ta l k i n g  a b o u t  l i te r atu r e  means  th at we a r e  d e a ling with  

a work  of  a hum&n  b e i n g  whic h rep r e  sen  t s  the  asp e c t s  · of  

hu man l i fe. L i t e r atu r e  s hou l d  be ab l e  to pass to u s  s ome 

fee 1 i ng or idea .1-1e at once r e c ogn i z ed as p a r t o f  ou r own 

expe r i ence  and t ruth in  l i f e.Regard i ng t h i s  fac t abou t 

litera tu r�. i t  i s  und e r s t and able t h a t  l �te ra t u r e  i s  

significant i n  ou r l i fe becau se lite r a t u re  can b r i n g  a 

man in to c on tac t m o r e  c l ose l y  w i t h t h e  rea l l i f e ,  m o r e  

· und e r stand i ng, ad equ a c y  a n d  sa t i s f ac t i on w ith the 

others. The ·u se  of l i t e ra tu r e  i s  to  he l p  us toward a 

b e t t e r  unde r stand i ng o f  ou r s e l v es and ou r f e l l o w hu man 

being. (Rees, 1973: 1 1 ) 

As a pa�t o f  l i t e r&ry f o rms , t h e  w r i te r  c hooses 

nr� a s  the  subjec t for  he r t hes i s'. 

C. Hugh Ho Iman i n  .. Hand b o o k  to  L i  te r a  tu r e" d e f  i n  es 

no vel as n f i c t i t i on al p r ose  n a r r a t i ve i n  wh i ch the 
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wo r ld , for t he n oye l i ts e lf i s  infac t so  far ahead i ts 

own t ime . I t  i s  st i l l  a l i ve and va l id t od a y  as when it 

was w r i t ten . 

C lyd e ,  t h e  ma i n  c h a r a c te r , c an be r egard ed as a 

t ragi c  c h a r a c t e r .  S u r e l y  i t  w i l l  b e  easy to  ha te C lyd e 

fo r h i s  b e ing a greedy oppor t u n i s t  whom fe r v id  amb i t ions 

i n  pu rsu ing the l u xu ry of l ife has mad e h im i gn o re a l l  

m o r a l  r es t r a i n t s  and for h i s  b e ing a fec k l es s  and 

hear t l ess you t h . N eve r t he l ess , C l yd e  i s  p i t iab l e  

a s  the  v i c t i m  o f  soc i a l  fo r c e s  h e  can n o t  r e s i s t  and 

d a r e  n o t  to d en y . I t  

for h im as  h is 

w i l l  be easy enough t o  fee l s o r r y  

l ife i s  a t raged y o f  fa i lu r e ,  

i nd iffe rence  and i gn o r an c e. C l yd e becomes a man who 

d e i f i e s  m a t e r ia l  su c cess because i t  is on l y  t hose k ind 

of men w i l l  be  acce�ted in t he soc i e ty whe r e  he l ived . 

W i t ho u t i t, h e  i s  n o t h ing . 

I.2. STATEMENT OF THE PRQBLEK 

T h e r e  a r e  seve r a l  i n t e r e st ing q u es t i on s  t h a t  a r i s e  

i n  connec t i on  w i t h  t h i s n ove l : 

( 1 ) How d o  C l yd e's c h a r ac t e r  and bac kground suppo r t  t he 

eme rgence  of h i s d re ams and effo r t s  to  have a l uxu r i o u s  

l ife ? 

(2 ) W ha t  k ind of soc i a l  confl i c t s  happen a r ound  C lyd e 

t ha t  effe c t  h i s psycho l og i c a l  on es  ? 

( 3 )  H ow d o e s  t he con f l ic� end ? 
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I.3. OBJBCTIVR OF THE STUDY 

I t  i s  the obj e c t i v e  o f  t he study  t o  r e v e a l  t h e  

bac kg round and c h a r ac t e r  o f  C lyd e t ha t  has con t r i b u ted 

in t h e  eme rgence of h i s  d re am s  amd e f f o r t s  to have t he 

l u xu r i o u s  l i f e . 

Th i s  wo r k  a lso  tend s to revea l what  k ind o f  soc i a l  

conf l i c ts and p rob l ems fo l d ing  C l yd e  t ha t  e f fec t ed h i s  

psycho l og i c a l  ones . 

The l as t  i s  to r eve a l  how t he con f l i c t s  end , w i t h a 

t rag i c  end ing o r  w i t h  a hope fu l way ou t .  

I.4. SIGNIFICANCE OF THR STUDY 

Cond u c t ing  a research  on a l i t e rary work  such  as 

t h i s, t h e  wr i t e r  hopes t ha t  t h e  r e su l t ,  no mat t e r  

l im i t ed i t  m ig h t  b e , w i l l  g i ve con t r i bu t i on t o  t h e  wo r ld 

o f  know l edge  in  gen e r a l  and t he wo r ld o f  l i t e r a t u r e  in  

p a r t i c u l a r . A lso , it  i s  hoped t h a t  t h i s  wo r k  w i l l  

c on t r i bute s om e t h ing to researc hes and s t ud i es on 

l i t e r a ture  espec i a l l y  in Eng l i s h  Depar tmen t Un a i r  where 

many s i m i l ar r e s e ar c hes have b een con d u c t ed a l l  t he 

t ime . 

The wr i t e r  hopes t hat't h i s  research  w i l l en l a rge 

her know l edge about l i te r ature , a l so w i l l  s harpen her  

awaren e ss about t he · mys t e ry · of l i fe and human 

expe r i ence . H op e f u l l y, i t  w i l l  he l p  t he wr i te r  toward s a 

b e t t e r  u nd e rs tand ing abou t l i f e  i tse l f  and t he 

r e l a t i on s h i p  w i t h  o t h e r  fe l l ow human be ing . 
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to use the the psychological and social approaches to 

support the analysis of the conflict. 

1.7. METHOD OF THE STUDY 

In the process of writing this thesis, especially 

because the writer is deallns with the work of fiction, 

the writer must collect and find materials and data to 

make a proper analysis. Therefore, the writer is using 

the library research. A library research is a process of 

finding information which are useful in helping the 

writer to direct the research. The writer collects data 

and informations from various books, articles, 

encyclopedias and all kinds of related materials. This 

is also what the writer does concerning materials and 

data for the literary theories and approaches. 

(Komaruddin, 1982: 18) 

Considering the subject of the study., the 

descriptive analysis is used. Descriptive analysis 

depicts the problems through dialogues, events, and 

actions. This method applied is based on the work itself 

and supported by other information about this work. 

<Komaruddin, 1982: 18) 

I.8. DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 

American Dream: 

A myth which is believed by moat Amer i can at large that 

men constantly desiires to better his lot, spiritually 

as well as materially. 
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Capital lam: 

A term related to a particular system of the socio 

economics organization· (generally contrasted with 

feudalism on one hand and socialism on the other hand). 

Haterialiam: 

A view believing that all facts (including facts about 

human mind and will and the cause of human history ) are 

casually dependent upon physical processes or even 

reducible to them. 

I. 9. ORGANIZATION OF THE PAPER 

The writer has devided this thesis into six 

chapters. The first chapter is the Introduction which is 

devided into nine sub-chapters, namely the Background of 

the study, the Statement of the Problem, Objective of 

the study, Significance of the Study, Scope and 

Limitation, Theoretical background, Method of the Study, 

Definition of Key Terms, and Organization of the Paper. 

The second chapter is the Theoretical Framework in 

which the writer will explain about the theory and 

approaches 

writ er also 

used in the analysis. In this chapter, 

explains the reasons why this theory 

the 

and 

approaches are significant. 

The third chapter is about the 

work. Here the writer has discussed 

Dreiser"s life and the works which 

during his lifetime. 

author 

about 

he has 

and his 

Theodore 

produced 
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The fourth and the fifth chapter are the 

analysis. In these chapters, the writer is making an 

elaborate analysis on the character, plot, setting and 

conflicts. 

The sixth chapter is the conclusion. The problems 

concerned with this thesis are going to be answered in 

this final chapter. 
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