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CHAPTER F I VE 

.. 
CLYDE GRI FF I THS CONFLI C'fS I N  ACHI EV I NG H I S  DREAMS 

T h e  ma in c on f l i c t  happen ed in  " An Ame r i c an T ragedy 

a r e  soc i a l  and psycho l og i c a l  c on f l i c t . T hese  con f l i c t s  

d <.> n o t  appe a r  in  sepa r a t e  e l emen ts , bu t in  an 

i n separab l e  re l a t i on s h i p  t o  e a c h  o t he r . 

As exp l a i n ed i n  d e t a i l s b y  t he w r i t e r  how t he 

e l en en t s  o f  t he n ov e l - - - c h a r ac t e r . s e t t i ng and p l o t  

a r e  r e l a ted t o  e a c h  o t he �  t o  convey  t he con f l ic t ,  

t he r e f o r e , i n  t h i s  c hap t e r , t he w r i t e r  w i l l  on l y  

h ig h l i g h t ed some o f  t he mos t essen t i a l  e l emen ts  o f  t he 

con f l i c t o f  the  s to r y . 

I n  " An Ame r i c an T raged y ' ,  pov e r t y  and i ron i c a l l y  

t he re l i g i ou s  d ogmas and s t e r i l e m o r a l i sm have become  

t he u nd e r l y i ng m o t i ve s  for  an y  c o n f l i c ts that  h appen t o  

C 1 yd'e G r i f f  i t h s . 

B o rn a s  an amb i t i ou s , s e l f i s h  and pagan s on o f  a 

po o r  and u n impo r t an t s t r e e t  p re a c he r ,  C l yd e G r i f f i t t h� 

h a s  l e t  h i m s e l f  en v e l op ed i n  a t u rbu l en t  c h a i n  o f  e ven t s  

even t u a l l y  b r i n gs  h i m  t o  h i s doom . C l yd e ' s  e a r l i e s t  

e n v i r on m e n t. a d e v a s t a t i n g  comb i n a t i on be tween a 

' d re a ry and poo r home and - a  u s e l ess  r � l ig i o u s  wor ks and 

U I  i f; S  i o n h a s  b e c am e a d ou b i e c u t t i n g  ed ge kn i f e f o r  

C l yd e " s  l a t e r  conduc t .  
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C l yd e  c an n o t  b r ing h imse l f  i n t e r e s t ed i n  t he s e  k ind s o f  

j obs  f o r  he " f e l t  h i ms e l f  abov� t he type  o f  work 

w h i c h  was pu r e l y  man u a l ·  { p . 1 8 ) .  

F u r t he rm o r e , as  exp l a i n ed above , t h e  s o c i e ty h e  

l i v e s  in  i s  a soc i e ty d e i f i e s  ma t e r i a l  and wor ld ly 

s u c c e s s on on e hand and t he s t r i c t  mo r a l i sm and 

re l ig i o u s  conven t i ons on t he o t h e r  hand . 

T h i s  d u a l i sm - f rom t he beg i n n i ng - has b rought 

abou t a pa i n fu l  c o l l i s i on be tween  a c ha rac t e r  so l ac k  in  

e v e r y t h i ng and  so i l l - f o rmed by a f am i l y so impov e r i s hed 

men t a l l y  and m a t e r i a l l y  w i t h the  su r round ing soc i o t y . 

B e ing b r oug h t  u p  in  t h i s  k i nd o f  en v i ronmen t so  

oppos i te t o  h i s asp i r a t i on s  and  amb i t ion s ,  C l yd e tends  

t o  b e  r eb e l l i ou s  and  l e t h a rg i c  a t  t i mes . D is c o n t en t s and 

d e sp i s e s  t h i s  c ond i t i on , he becomes  the p rey  o f  

ru i sgu i d ed va l u e s  h e  f i nd s  i n  h i s  wand e r ing in  t he w o r ld 

o f  san c t i o n ed Ame r i c a ; .  ve ry much  con t rad i c t i ve w i t h  h is 

own f a m i l y  b a c kg r ound the w o r ks in  Ame r i c a ' s  

l u xu r i ou s  and p rom i P �n t  ho t � l s  and in  t h e  s t r e e ts . The  

ho t e l  l i f e i s  i n  fac t h i s .c o l l ege , t he m i n i a t u r �  o f  the  

Lycu rgu s · soc i a l  e l i t e he  w i l l  l a t e r  b reak  in to . 

F r om t h e s e  v a l u e s , he  l ea r n s  much  abou t b e ing a 

" p l e asu r e  p u rs u e r · .  T h e r e  i s  much  f o r  one  can ha''!· and 

b e  i c1 t h i s  wo r l d i f  on l y  he h a s  en ough mon e y  to be t h e  

on e .  B e i n g  a m a t e r i a l l y  succes f u l pe r son m e a n s  · . .  to  

have somebody wa i t s on you , t o  do  a n y t h ing  . . · .  

Con t r a s t ed t o  t he impove r i s hed c ond i t i on o f  h i s 

r e l i g i o u s  fam i l y ,  t h e  ma t e r i a l  w o r ld  s e em s  t o  b e  m o r e  
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F u r t h e rmore , as exp l a in ed abov e , t he soc i e t y  he 

l i v e s  in is a soc i e ty d e i f i e s  ma t e r i a l  and wo r ld l y  

s u c c e s s  on on e hand and t he s t r i c t  mor a l �sm and 

re l i g i ous  conven t i on s  on t h e o t h e r  hand . 

T h i s  d u a l i sm - f rom t h e  b eg inn ing - has b r ou g h t  

abou t a p a in f u l c o l l i s i on be tween a c harac t e r  so  l ac k  i n  

e v e ry t h ing and so i l l - f o rmed b y  a f am i l y so i mpove r is hed 

men t a l l y  and mat e r i a l ly w i t h  the  s u r round i n g  soc i e t y . 

B e i n g  b roug h t  u p  i n  t h i s  k in d  o f  en v i ronmen t so  

oppos i t e to h i s  asp i ra t i o n s  and amb i t i on s , C l yd e  tend s  

t o  be r eb e l l i ou s  and l e t h a rg i c  a t  t im e s . D i s c on t en ts  and 

d esp i s e s  t h i s  cond i t i on ,  he  becomes t h e  p re y  o f  

m i sgu i d ed v a l u es  h e  f inds  in  h i s  wand e r ing i n  t h e  wor ld 

of san c t i on ed Ame r i c a ; v e r y  mu c h  con t rad i c t i v e  w i t h h i s  

own f am i l y background t he w o r k s  i n  Ame r i c a ' s  

l u x u r i o u s  and p r om in e n t ho t e l s  and i n  t h e  s t ree ts .  The 

ho t e l  l i f e  i s  i n  f a c t  h is co l l ege , t h e  m i n i a t u re o �  the 

Lycu rgu s · soc i a l  e l i t e he w i l l  l a t e r  b reak  i n to . 

F rom t hese  va l u es , h e  l earns much abou t be ing  a 

" p l e asu re pu r s u e r · .  There  i s  mu c h  f o r  on e c an have and 

be in t h i s  wor ld i f  on l y  he h as enough money to  be t he 

one . B e ing a m a t e r i a l l y  s u cces f u l p e rson means · . . to  

have somebody wa i t s  on you , t o  do  an y t h ing  . . · .  

Con t r as t ed t o  t h e  impove r is hed cond i t ion o f  h i s  

re l ig i ou s  fam i l¥ ,  t he mat e r i a l  wo r ld seems t o  b e  mo re  

s a t i s f y ing for  t he sou l yearn i ng f o r  any wor ld ly  

p l e asu re .  
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I n s t ead o f  g i v i n g  h im t he " p l easu r e  pu r su i t ' 

p r i n c i p l e , t he ho te l l i fe , espec i a l l y i n  C h i c ag o  i s  a l so 

g i v i n g h i m t h e  r e as o n  t o  make a f a l s e  br ea kaway f rom i t . 

I n  t h i s  s t age , C lyd e w o r k s  i n  a ho t e l mo s t ly 

a t t end ed by  t he mos t s u c c e s fu l p e r son s i n  Ame r i c a . 

l >u r i nl{ t h i s  t i me ,  he  i s  ab l e  to d ev e l op a n e w  and mo re 

ben t: f i r: i a l t r a i t s  i n  h i s  p e r s vn o l i t y ,  a l so  t he 

d e t e rm i n a t i on t o  e l im i n a t e  a l l  t he e l emen t s  o f  m i sgu id ed 

sc-- x w ti i <.: h  h a G  b rou g h t h i s  d o w n f a l l  i n  Kansas  C i ty .  

As p r e v i ou s l y  exp l a i n ed , t hese  n ew t r a i t s a r e  j u s t  

on t h e su r f ac e . C l yd e  d e l u d es h i mse l f  t o  abandon h i s  

f o rme r · c heap d e s i re and f a l se g r a t i f ica t i on ' on l y  to 

c r e a t e  a n e w  on e in a d i f f e r en t  �ann e r . He d e l ud e s  

h i m s e l f  t ha t  he has a l read y c h an ged t o  be a be t t e r  man . 

As a s oc i a l  c l i mbe r i n  a soc i e ty s o  l on g  ign o r es 

�nd n eg l e c ts h i m , C l yd e  t r i e s  h i s  bes t to b e  asp i red to 

t h e · wo r l d of  t he · r i c h  and powe r fu l ' .  H e  su f f e r s  a l o t  

t r y i n g  t o  make a f i rm foo t ho ld  i n  s l i pp e ry soc i a l wo r ld , 

and wo r k i n g  h i s  way to s u c c e s s  n e ve r t he l ess , t he 

· p l e a s u r e  p r i n c ip l e ' o r  id o f  h i s  sou l and 

u n c on s c i o u sn e s s  c an n o t  go i n  h a r m o n y  w i t h t h e  ' re a l i ty 

p r i n c i p l e ·  o f  h i s  ac t u a l  cond i t i on ,  b e ing p o o r  and . l a c k  

i n  e v e r y t h i ng . 

T h i s  h a s  g i v e n  h i m  an · i l l og i c a l " reason t o  

u n con-sc i ou s l y  r e b e l t o  t he n o rms l o n g  e s t ab l i s hed w i t h in 

t he s t ru c t u r e  o f  t h e  suc i e ty . T h i s  rebe l l i on ac t u a l l y 

i s  n o t h i n g  n e w  i f  h i s  bas i c  t ra i ts and c ha rac te r i s t ic 

a r e  c o n s id e r ed c a r e fu l ly .  
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W hen even t u a l ly C lyd e comes to  wor k  in  h i s  u n c l e · s  
. 

compan y in Lycu rgu s ,  t he p roud C l yde i s  d issap o i n t ed 

becaus e  he  i s  sen t t o  t h e  compan y · s  lowest  pos i t i on 

remembe r  h i s  f o r m e r a t t i t u d e  toward s m i n o r  j ob and 

on ce more he  mu s t  su f f e r  f rom t he ind i f f e r e n c e  and 

n eg l igence of h i s r i c h  re l a t i ve s . T h e  cond i t i on in a way 

i s  s im i l a r  w i t h h i s cond i t i on in Kansas C i ty . The r e fo r e , 

w i t h h i s ·  t ra i t s  u n c hanged , o n c e  aga i n  C l yd e  i s  back to  

his  fo rme r a t t i t ude  in Kansas  C i t y , r e b e l l i ou s  and 

l e t harg ic at t imes . ( p . 1 8 )  

T h e  r eb e l l ion v i su a l i z ed a s  a c l and es t in e  r e b e l in 

the f o r m  of an i l l i c i t  re l a t i on s h ip w i t h Robe r ta A ld e n , 

a w o r k ing g i r l  coming f rom a r e l i g i ou s  f am i ly as p o o r  as 

h i s  own . I t  i s  r e b e l l i on n o t  on l y  toward t he 

i nd i f f e r ence  o f  h i s r i c h  r e l at iv e s , bu t a l s o  t oward t h e  

n eg l e c t ion and supp r e s s i on o f  t he soc i e t y  i n  gen e ra l . 

I t  i s  impo r t an t  t o  be  n o t ed t ha t  in t h is nove l , 

c ha r ac t e r s  a r e  moved b y  r e l ig i o u s  e t ho s , mo r a l  

res t r i c t ion and soc i a l  ab s t r ac t i on s  in t h e i r  l i f e  and 

based t hems e l ves  on t h em ,  e i t h e r  i n  j ugd emen t o r  

cond u c t . N ev e r t h e l ess , t h e  f a t a l i ty l ies  i n  t h e  f ac t  

t h a t  none  o f  these conven t i ons and abs t r a c t ions are  

taken f o r  a pu r e  f a i t h . 

T he s t e r i l e mo r a l i sm and r ig id r e l i g i ou s  t each ing 

o f  h i s  paren ts  c an not  p rov id e  h im w i t h enough �t rength 

to  r e s i s t t h i s  d e s i r e  p r ob l e m  o r  how to o v ercome i t . 

T he cond i t ion is  s i m i l a r  w i t h  t h a t  o f  Robe r t a . The 
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s t r i c t  t r a i n ing  o f  h e r  upb r in g i n g  can n o t  m a k e  h e r  s a y  

n o  t o  C l yd e . s i.nd e c e n t  p roposa l . S h e  c an n o t  go 
I 

aga i n s t  C l yd e . s sed u c t i on b e c au s e  a l t houg h  s h e  based 

h e r s e l f  on t h e s e  mo ra l , r e l ig i o u s  and soc i a l  

abs t rac t i o n s , s t i l l , t h e s e  mot i v e s  a r e  n e v e r  t a ken  a s  a 

pu r e  fa i t h . 

T h e  s ed u c t i on scene  i ts e l f  i s  v e r y  powe r fu l in 

c o n v e y ing. t h e  c on f l i c t  of t h e  s to r y . F rom t he beg inn ing , 

bo t h  C l yd e and Robe r t a  have u n consc i ou s l y  p l ay ed t he 

p a i n f u l  g am e o f  sexu a l  po l i t i c s  and econom i c s . I t  i s  

t ru e  t ha t  he  r e a l i z e s  t he d an g e r  and d i f f i c u l ty the  

re l a t i on s h i p w i l l l e ad , bu t h i s  ego and amb i t i o n s  w i l l  

n e v e r  p e rm i t  h im t o  pu l l  b ac k  h i s d emand to Robe r t a . 

I n  Rob e r ta ' s  par t ,  C l yd e  i s  mu c h  m o r e  t han a 

sup e r i o r  and a l ov e r , he  i s  a l so a G r i f f i t h s , w h i c h  

means a l o t . A G r i f f i t hs  means a r e p r e s en t a t ive  o f  a 

mu c h  h ig h e r  soc i a l  c l as s . t h e  h ig h e r  wo r ld v e r y  mu ch 

d i f f e r en t f rom h e r  own ' b asemen t wo r ld ' ( p . 1 90 ) . Rob e r t a  

y i e l d s  to C l yde ' s  b l and i shment  as a resu l t  o f  h e r  

p a t he t i c e f f o r t  to e s c ape f rom t h is wo r ld . I ron i c a l lf ,  

h e r  p os i t i o n  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  C l yd e ' s  pos i t i on t o  Sond r a . 

Bes ides  t ha t , he r s u r r end e r  i s  a l so c au s ed b y  t he 

n a t u r a l  · ove r m as t e r i n g  u rge  o f  r e p r es sed and f ea r ed 

d e s i re knoc k ing ) oud l y  f o r  r e c ogn i t i on ' ( p . 28 9 ) . 

F o r  C l yd e , t h e  cause  s hou ld  b e  t raced b a c k  t o  h is 

y e a r s  o f  e xp e r i en c e s  and h a rd s h ips  i n  l i f e . Robe r t a  i s  

j u s t  a su r f ac e  t o  bounce o f f  h i s sexu a l  t i m id i ty w i t h 

t w o  w o m e n  so un l i ke he r - - t he s l y H o r tense  and t he 
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sensu a l  R i t a , t he s u r f a c e  w h e r e  he c an p roj e c t  h i s  

rebe l l i o u s  f e e l ing , ang e r , resen tme n t  and r e p r e ssed 

o e s i r e . 

l i f e 

t w i s t  

T h e  

o f  

f o r c e  o f  f a t e  i s  o n e  e l emen t a l  f o r c e  i n  t he 

emb l �m 

hu man be i n g  t h a t  c an n o t  be avo id ed . By · the 

o f  t h i s  f a t e , C l yd e m e e t s  Sond r a  F i n c h l e y , t he 

a nd e mbod i me n t  o f  w o r ld l y  success  whom the 

g r a s p i n g G l yd e  a l ways d r e ams  o f . 

C l yde f i nds  sex as  the  e mbod i men t o f  h i s d r eams  o f  

d e l i g h t . H e  f i nds i t  a s  t he symb o l  o f  h i s  e x t r avagan t 

l o v e  tha t a l wa ys goes w i t h s how , p l easu re ,  we a l t h ,  

pos i t i on and d es i res  ( p . 806 ) . C l yd e  ad o res  t he beau ty 

and t he app e a l  of sex j u s t  l i ke he adm i res  t he l u xu r i o u s  

l obby o f  t h e  G re en Dav i d son . A l l  of  t h ese f an t as i e s  a r e  

p r oj e c t ed i n  Sond ra F in c h l e y , t h e  r i c h , beau t i fu l  and 

a l l u r i ng  Sond r a . H e  w i l l  n ev e r g row t i r ed of S ond ra as 

l ong as  h e  s t i l l ad m i r es  and p re s e r v e s  h i s Ame r i c an 

d re am and f l a m i n g  d e � i res  f o r  p l easu r e . 

T h i s  c ond i t i on i s  d i f fe ren t w i t h t ha t  o f  Robe r t a . 

As p r e v i ou s l y  e�p l a ined , f rom  t he beg inn ing , t h i s  poor  

and  re l i g i ou s , coun t r y  g i r l  is  j u s t  the  su r f ace where  � 

C l yd e  c an p r oj e c t  h i s  en t i r e  r esen t men t t o  t he soc i e ty 

and lt i s  l ac k  i n  eve r y t h ing , h i s sexu a l  t im id i t y  and h is 

su p p r essed p e r s on a l  a f f i rm a t i on . H e  b e t r ays Robe r t a  as 

t h e  s ymbo l for  h i s  fea r t owards  pove r ty and t he · r ig id 

r e l i g i ou s and mo r a l d ogmas o f  t he s oc i e t y , a r e v o l t  

t o w a rd s t he hard and re s t r i c t ed l i f e . 
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I n  t h i s  c as e , sex f u n c t i oned as once aga i n  t h e  

d ou b l e  edged k n i f e . O n  one  s id e , sex i s  t h e  mean f o r  

C l yrt e to p r oj ec ted h i s  r�be l l i o u s  fee l ings ( Robe r ta ) ,  

a n d  on the  o t he r s id e  as the  d ev ice  to asp i re to  and 

i d e n t i f y h i ms e l f  w i t h the u p p e r soc i a l wo r l d ( Sond r a )  

D e sp i t e h i s  v i ew abou t sex , f o r  h i m sex w i l l  a lways 

fl u r r e n d • n  to t h e f o r c P.  of s o c i a l  w i l l , f ea r , c a l cu l a t i on 

nnd  snobb i s m . 

A s  p r e v i ou s ly  exp l a i n ed , C l yd e on l y  knows mon ey , 

w o r ld l y  s u c c e s s  and t h e  d e s i r e f o r  sexu a l  g r a t i f i c a t i on 

a s  t he sou r c e  h i s happ i n ess . I n  t u rn t hese  g i ve  h i m  the  

psyc h i c  e n e rgy n e ed ed to r e t a i n  t h ese  d r e ams . 

T h i s  e n e rgy enab l es h i m t o  make  an e f fo r t  to 

r e t a in  Sond r a  and g e t s  r id of t he p r egn an t Robe r t a . The 

p r egn an cy ,  as exp l a i n ed in t he p r ev i o u s  c hap t e r , is t he 

r e su l t  o f  C l yd e ' s  f a t a l sympa t he t i c  s e n s i t i v i ty .  H e  

p i t i e s Robe r t a b e c a u s e  o f  the  emo t i on a l  s i m i l ar i t y  

b e tween h i s expe r i ence and h e r s . B u t ,  a s  p r ev i ou s ly 

e x p l a i n ed , t h e · n a t u r e  o f  h i s  own se l f  w i l l  n e v e r  a l l ow 

h i ru to  p i t y h e r  m o r e  t han he p i t i es h imse l f . I r on i ca l l y ,  

the seq u en c e  o f  t h i s  p r egn ancy scene  i s  t he same w i t h 
... 

the  seq u ence o f  acc id en t t ha t  k i l l s Rob e r t a  -- he f e e l s  

s o r r y  and f o r  a momen t t r i e s  to he l p  t h e  d rown ing  

Ho�e r t a ,  bu t t h i s  b r i e f  momen t d o e s  not  l as t  l ong to  

e n a� l e  h i m  l o  he l p  Robe r ta . W hy s hou ld  he p i t y  Rob e r t� 

i f  s he has n o t  even p i t i ed h i m  a l i t t l e t o  l e t  h i m go 

h i s  way ? 
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T he p r egn an c y  w h i c h  supposed t o  l in k  h im 

pe rmanen t l y t o  Rob e r t a , on t he con t r a r y , h as e ven 

b r ou g h t  h i m  to t he f a r t h� s t  p o s s i b l e  d i s t an c e  of emo t ion  

f rom he r . 

C lyd e and Rob e r t a  d o  n o t  know how t o  r e t a i n  t he 

f e e l i ngs  and emdt i o n s  t ha t  has  b roug h t  t hem  t og e t h e r  a t  

a t  t he beg i n n i n g . B o t h  l ac k  i n  c h a r ac t e r  and emo t i on 

for t hese . C l yde can n o t  and w i l l  n e v e r  aband on h is 

att i tu d e  and d r eams t oward m a t e r i a l  success , w h i l e  

Robe r t a  keeps on see ing h i m w i th ado r a t i on , a s  t h e  

symbo l o f  t he h ig h e r  s oc i a l  c l ass t han her  own . 

Emp l oy in g  t h is a t t i tud e ,  C lyde i s  n o t  

exagge r a t ing w hen say ing t ha t  t h e  p r egnancy w i l l  n e v e r  

b r ing t hem t og e t he r . I t  w i l l  a lways be a me r e  p hys i c a l  

occu r e n c e  f o r  a no rma l g i r l  i n s t ead o f  a m o r e  emo t i ona l  

one . 

T h is p r egn ancy , soc i a l l y  i s  a s l ap f o r  C l yd e · s  

amb i t i o n s  and ego i sm . I t  i s  an an t i c l i max to h i s  b r ie f ,  

spon t a n e u s  r e be l l i on , b e c a u s e  on t he o t he r  s id e  o f  h i s  

consc i en c e , C l yd e i s  ve ry mu c h  t e r r i f i ed t o  t h e  f o r c e  o f  

soc i e t y  in  ge n e r a l . H e  u nd e r s t ands  t ha t  h e  h a s  broke  one 

of  the  mos t sen s i t ive  n o r ms o f  t he soc i e ty at  t h at t ime . 

As a r e su l t  o f  t h i s  e x t reme d e v i an c y , one  t h ing  f o r  

s u r e , t he d e s t ru c t i on o f  h i s  amb i t i on s  and d r e ams to 

have a l u xu r i o u s  l i f e . . 

Psycho l og i ca l l y , Robe r t a ' s  p r 3gn ancy is  t he 

b a r r i e r  t o  h i s happ i n ess . As an ac t ive and in t en se 
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p1J r su e r  o f  p l easu r e , i t  b l o c k s  h i s  mos t bas i c  and 

e s s e n t i a l  d e s i r e , the id and l i b i d o  f o r  p l e asu re .  

'l' l i i s  e ven tu a l l y l ead s t o  the  even t when C l yd e 

c o n t o ru p l a t e 8  i n  k i l l i n g  Robe r t a .  

C l yd e · s  f e e l i n g  abou t p l r1 a su r e , p a r t i c u l a r l y  h i s  

I i b i d o  i s  i n  c o n f l i n t  w i t h t h e s u p e r ego a f t e r  t he 

r o a l i l y p r l n c i p J A o r  L h e  ego c an n o t  f ind a n y  a c c e p t a b l e  

way ou t f o r  t h e  p r ob l em . H e  c a n  n o t  f i nd any w a y  t o  he l p  

h � r  a n d  h i s  i n e p t  e f f o r t s h h s  f a i l ed i n  f i nd in�  a way 

f r:.i r a. b o r l  i o n . I I  i s  e g o  s a y s  t h a t h e  can  n o t  l e t  h i ai o wn 

s � l f  ma r ry t he p o o r  Robe r t a , and su r e l y  he can n o t m a k e  

t h i s c on c e a l ed b l and i s hment f o r e v e r  u n revea l ed . 

T h e  a u pe�ego , o r  t h e  m o r a l i ty p r i n c i p l e ,  

even t u a l l y can n o t  b l oc k the  p l e as u r e  p r i n c i p l e  o r  id 

d e m a n d s , s o  e n o r mous t he p red i c am en t t o  C l yd e ' s  

i n t e r e s t  and amb i t i o n s . T h e  s o c i e t y  w i l l  n e v e r  accept  

a n y o f  t h i s  k i nd of  p r ed i c amen t ,  and i t  w i l l  s e v e r e l y  

rej ec t to  i t .  Even t u a l l y ,  a l t hough h e  has b ased h imse l f  

i n  t h e m " r a l and i:;oc i a l  abs t r ac t i on s  to  f i nd the  mos t 

a c c e p t ab l e  w a y  ou t .  C l yd e has mad e the  d e c i s i o n to  k i l l  

H u b t: r t a. , t h e  ba r r i e r  to  h i s  happ i n ess . I t  i s  a 

f u l f i l ID e n t t o  t he id ' s  d e m and , w h i c h f r om t h e  b eg i n n ing 

h 11 fl I. h r: r 1 a t 11 i·e  o f  se e k i n g  p l e as u r e  a.nd s e l f d es t ru c t i on , 

a n d U1t: <J e ,: i s i o r 1  t o  k i l l H o li e r t a , becomes a way i s  h i s  

$ •"": )  r d •: r; t r u <.: t i on . 

S 0 c l a l l y ,  C l yd e  i s  t r apped i n s i d e a soc i e t y  w h i c h  

s l r u r:: t. u r a J  l y  g i v e s  a g r e a t  e m p ha !;; i s  o n  ind i v id u a l  
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s u c c e s s  bu t on t he o t h e r  hand , exc l ud e s  some o f  t he 

membe r t he poss i b i l i t y to ac h i eve t he success . ( Ame r i can 

S y s t e m  o f  C r i m i ri a l  J u s t i c e , 1 98 3  : 3 8 ) T ho s e  who are  

t r a p p ed i n s id e t h i s  soc i e t y " s  mou se t r ap l i k e  h i m  w i l l  

•: h <i ,, s <� a r: r i 111 1 n a l  rri e a n i:-; a s  a w a y  o u l .  

'J' t ie r t:  i �  a n  i r o n y  o f t h e  con f l i c t  h appen i ng w i t h i n 

ft n �  o u t s i d e  C l yd e . T h e  s t e r i l e mo r a l i sm &nd re l i g i o u s  

L .:: a o h i n gs o f  a h ig h l y  c on ven t i ona l S l)C i e t y h a s  e v iden t. l y  

f a i l ed i n  P: i .v i n g h i m  a s t r o n g  foo t ho l d  i n  t he s l ippe r y  

s l r u n t u r a o f  t h e  s o c i a l  cir c l e a n d  t o  ove rcome  the 

t i  i r r i •: 1 1  I I .  i t:: �1 o f h i s pun y 1 i f e . 

C l yd e  L r i P. r.; t o  r e s o t· t. t n  rri n t c r i a l i s m  bu t i n  t h i s 

a l co fa i l s .  A t  t he end , t h e  con f l i c t  

r e s o l v e s  w i t h a dead end . T he soc i e t y  w in s  aga in , C l yd e 

l• C• .. L r � p p ed in a heavy mechan i c a l  soc i a l  con ven t i on and 
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