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IH!J?RODUQUON 

I.1. Backgi:ound of the Study 

it .. U..L1.t~ 
B.UJUKAN Pt:.1"VJD1KAN 

FISIP - VNAlH 

So many definitions a bout 11 tera ture which. have 

been given since i.t's known. as a form. and resul.t ot human 

expression.. And it is quite true if said tba t "11 tera ture 

is aocial inst! tution., using as !.ts medium. language, a 

aoc1al crea'Uon.• (We.llek and Warren., 1978: 109). 

Purthermore, literature mar also be regarded as 

the chiet art ot mankind. It is the · ·refieetion of the 

author's experiences which contain the record of what he 

has thought and telt about life, his falues, his problems 

and contliets. This means that, most of but not all, the 

su~ect matter ot 11 tera ture is as wide as human experi

ence !.tselt. As Monroe a. Beardsley- wrote in !heme and 

Porm An ·Introduction ,o Literature: 

Since the subject of all literature is human life, in 
one way or another every 11 terary woi:k deais wi.th the 
condition. of man, the natural, social, ·and cosmic 
situation within he acts and suffers, and wonder, iro
ny, peril, or challenge ot his predicament. But most 
11 terary works focus on particular asl?ect or segment 
ot the totality of human experience. (1962: 207). 

In this case, the author tries t.o reveal his own experi

ence and imagination. in.to a form ot literary works. Even

though it is just really the result of the author's own 
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contemplation and perception, his works usually have 

within it such universal human values. 

One ot the literary works is drama. It's probably 

more popular than another forms due to the fact that 

dmma is designed tor both reading and public performance 

as stated by Reaske in his How !o Analise Drama~:.below: 

Drama is a composition which delinea tea life and human 
activity by means of presenting various actions ot
and dialogues between a group ot characters. Fir·,,dm
ma is also entertainment, because it is basically to 
be designed not only .tor reading but also to be seen 
in. public or theatrical performance. (1966: 5). 

It also shows that drama rather presents human lite and 
. 
acti.vi ty through the actions and dialogues ot its charac-

ters that through the description as another literary 

works. 

In the world of art, one ot the (tew) modern. play

wright who deserves some consideration as major dramatist 

is Arthur Miller. He is widely regarded as an intellectual 

ot the postwar American theatre whose reputation rests 

on a handful of plays. His main object in writing drama 

·1a about. the soctety and its problems which nakes him 

kn.own as a social dramatist. It is menUon.ed in A Critic-. 
al Introduction to Twentieth-Century American Drama as 

,. . . . . . ... .: . .. . ... . : ..... - . ,,. - ... ,. - ' . 

.tollows: 

Milier is a plywright who bas consistently sought to 
~ranslate the social world into private anxieties and 
to trace the connection between personal fallibilities 
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and public betrayals. !ecause he has chosen to write 
about a world ot moral dilemmas and~·,becauae he has 
always proved so sensitive to the pressure ot history 
he has been. seen as elevating himself to the position 
ot social conscience. (1986: 136). 

His being concerned with personal lite is what 

interests the writer to discuss his plays, tb· understand 

more about him and his writing. However, his viewpoints 

on the trobled people in the depression time in America 

was still relevan.t t.o the present cond1t.on such as so 

m&llY' people ot the world are suffering from the industri

alism and consumerism. The clash. between an individual 

and his environment occurs and cannot be avoided. There

rora, his concept of the relationship between an indiTi

dual and his society might still be relevant to the pre

sent condition. 

J.s a social dramatist, Arthur 'Miller kn.ows more 

about the ideal values of the social lite certainly such 

as man and hie responsibilities. He convinnd that man 

is an individual and also social, with his own ~ight and 

in his own right, but he must responsible for others too. 

It means that to be responsible one should be responsible . 
· to someone or to another person. He finds meaning through . . 

cognition, yet he is fully understood and to be responsi-

hl~ when he defines the meaning of a situation by his act

ion. Arthur Miller also regarded that as a member of a 

society, an individual has the social responsibility, and 
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it transcends bis self-interest. This is the crucial 
' 

point and the significance of the play which will be dis-

cussed further, mmel;t All My Sons. 

All Mv Sons was published in 1947, twotr.years after 

the second World War when. the effect of the war still 

freah in people's .. memory. With the setting of Depression 

· and the War time of America in mid-cent.ury, All My Sons 

talks much about the concep~ ot moral responsibility in 

the family with the central attention on the conflict.bet

ween self-interests and social responsibilities. More 

than that, this play also offers the noble lesson that 

we have t·6 place the social responsibilities higher than 

self-interests. A man must recognize his responsibility 

to the world outside his home as well as in his own home. 

It means that the evasion ot individQal human responsibil

ity is unforgivable despite the presence of extenuating 

circumstances, such as a sense ot econom£c insecurity and 

a .=.·strong devotion to family asi c:ommi tted . .i)>y Joe Keller, 

the main character.;;of" this play. 

As a war time manufacturer of aircraft engine, Joe 

Xeller allowas his timid partner to fake the blame tor. a 
1· 
war-time swindle. His tirm had allowed cracked cylinder 

. . 
heads to be shipped to the Army and put in aircraft rather 

than ruin his c.ompany 's business and losi.ng the contract. 

!hese airplanes subsequently crashed and led to the death . 
ot twenty-one pilots. At the trial,.Joe Keller'd denied 
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responsibility and causes his partner ~o be put in jail. 

Having been exonerated, he's successfully re-established . .. 
his business. But, some three years lclter, Chris Keller 

discovers that his father had comm! tted a crime which is 

moraly wrong both to the society and family. Arrogantly, 

Joe Keller defends himself on the grounds ot sound busi

ness procedure and the family r~sponsibility which he 

claims as his motivating force. 

_!rhrouah·',this play we reali~e that lite has its own 

ideal values which will limit, guide, ~nd give the right 

direction tor our better lite. Miller's attention to the 

ideal values ot social life and moral ~es~onsibili ty bring 

us to the awareness that such an individual as Joe Keller . . . 

may also really exist in our society. Because, we have . "' .. . 
.capacity to be a man who will give priority to his self-

interests above his social responsibilities. ot course, 

sometimes this phenomena will cause a conflict ~!thin the 

human mind. On one side he wants to get and make real 

his own ideal or desire, but, in other side he has to 

face the real! ty that as a member of society he ha.a the 

social responsibility. It there is a contradiction bet

ween self-interests and social responsibilities, certain

ly, there'll be an internal conflict that is, the conflict 

of desire within a person. 
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I.2. Objective of the Study 

!rile objective of the study is: 
. 

2.1. To find out· the conflict between self-interests 

and social responsibili t.ies in Arthur Miller's 

play entitled All My Sons 

2.2. To know about the social condition and social 

life of American society through the work of. 

Arthur Miller, A 11 My Sons. 

I.3. Signilicance of the Study 

The final result of this study is expected: 

3.1. To give a deeper insight about human problems 

and human characters. 

3.2. To contribute the understanding of literature 

in general and-American literature, 

larly on Arthur Miller's works. 

particu-

3.3. To provide better understanding about the ideal 

values of the social life such as the social 

responsibility. 

3 .4. To broaden our awareness towards the c.omplex-

1 ties in our social life. . . . . . . . . ~ 

3 .5. To_. en~arge and develop. o_~· vi.ewpC!.~1?-t. about the 

reality behind our life activities. 
. . ., 

3.6 fo assist and suppor.t the ~urther analysis on 

Arthur Miller's works. 
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I.4. Method of the Study 

fhe research is library research. The writer co

llects the data and information which support the analy

sis from. the reference books, dictionari.es, encyclopedies; 

or other printed materials dealing with Arthur Miller's 

'1'0rks, especially All My Sons and. its criticism.. The. 

writer also tties t.c., find out some information from. other 

books dealing with the theory and approach used in analy

sis. 

Thia thesis limits the analysis on the elements of 

the play. particularly- on plot, setting, and ebaracter. 

Those three dmmatic elements wdll be analyzed deseripti

Yely. So the method used in this study' is Descriptive 

Analysis. The result of the analysis is the description 

baaed on the data which basically concerning with the 

events• actions, and dialogues from the play. F~ther, the 

qutations of the data in the genuine form are provided 

to confirm and support the analysis·. 

The writer also uses the Interpretative Analysis 

to interpret the data or symbol from the script which 

have the conotative meaning. It is espec!lally used in 
. 

analysing the setting of the play. !he point discussed . 
1s the one behind the realistic view or it might called 

the symbolic setting. This symbolic setting denotes the 
'· 

u.lues implied by the real setting. In: other words, the. 
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symbolic. setting will ~e acquire~ by seeking whatever the 

real setting suggest behind them. The writer's interpret

ation do not contradict with the ~ext.and. in accordance 

with the author's intention in writing the play. 
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