
CHAHER IV 

THE CONFLICTS ANALYSIS 

All My Sons is a play which offers the noble les

son about man and his responsibilities. Man is both an 

1nd1,1dual as well as social. Through his hero, Joe Ke

ller, Arthur Miller wants to maintain. the necessity for . 
the individual to acknowledge a double responsibility ~o 

self and society. In the development of the hero's cha

racter we see that Joe Keller had denied this double res

ponsiblity. He had given the highest priority to bis sel!f

interests by claiming the family responsibility as his 

motivating force and neglected his social responsibility 

without feeling guilty. This is the crucial point of this 

play which is interested to be discussed further. 

Arthur Miller provided the real description about 

human life, human character and behaviour, and also the 

life problems itselves. Joe Keller is the representative 

of a kind ot man that may really exist in society life. 

He performs his mental quality through his way of think

ing, feeling and action that can be traced in the several 

el~ments. of drama. The writer limits the scope of analy

~is on: plot, setting, and c~racters by the reason that 

the~e elements are supposed to be representative enough to 

reveal the wholeness of impression. 
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IV.1. Plot 

In this analysis, the writer will provide the plot 

or All Mv Sons first. Plot here is the main frame in 

which the sequences of various events or incidents in ill 
Mv Sons pass through in cause and ettect relationship. 

Prom the sequences of events which make up~this play, the 

writer will choose some of them which hav.e the contents 

ot conflict. !hat plot ot All Mv Sons is: 

Point 1 - 13 below are events 1n Ac~ One: 

1. Joe Keller and his neighbours are making chit - chat 

with the focus on Ie.rry's memorial tree which broke 

the night before. 

2. Ann Deever, Iarry 's !iancee, comes to Keller's house 

because of Chris's invitation. 

3. Joe Keller's forced by Chris, his elder· son, to make 

sure late Keller (the mother) that Larry has already 

died three and half years ago. 

4.. Chris says -to his father that tie's going t:o marry Ann 

Deev.er though the girl is his brother's f-iancee. 

5. Kate doesn't allow Chris to :rnar~y ~nn due t'? her con: 

v~c~i~n ~~t. Ia~ey .!~ still ~~;v~ s_<?mewhere .• She ala(? 

:torces Ann. tf:) c.on~esa that she's ~a~ ~ing .. tor Iarry. 

,·. A_nn disprov~s Kate if she is really not waiting :tor 

Iarry again. 

1. !he coming of Frank Lubey opens the past events 
...... 
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because he asks Ann about her father, Steve Deever, 

who is still in jail. 

8. For keaping his crime secret, Joe Keller says that he 

is released because he is. innocent in the case o! 

selling of the cracked cylinder heads to the .Army Air 

Foree which caused the death of twenty-one pilots. 

9. Joe Keller talks to Ann as if he takes pity on her 

unlucky father. 

10. Chris, however, still assumes that Steve murdered 

twenty-one pilots who crashed with their· P-4.0. 

11. Joe Keller says that Larry's not belong to twenty-one 

pilots who died, because he never flew a P-40. The 

explanation causes Chris argued with his . father. 

12. Chris declares his feeling that he felt so much 

in love with Ann Deever, and so does she. 

13. Chris t.alks to Ann about a kincf of responsibility, Man 

for Man and universal brotherhood that's taken from 

his own experiences during the war. 

Point 14 - 22 are sequence of ev.ents in ·Act Two: 

14. Ann's speaking with Sue Bayliss reveals that every

body on the block knows Joe Xel~er pulled a fast one 

to ~~tout of jail. They do not like the Kellers 

because they think Joe Keller is guilty. 
. . 

15. George Deever, Steve.'s son, arrives at Keller's house 

for confrontating him due to the fact that Joe Keller 
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had denied the responsibility at the trial that leads 

Steve to be put in jail. Besides, George Deever 

also forbids his sister, Ann, to marry Chris. 

16. Chris, who haven't known yet the real story, tries to 

protect his family and argued with George Deever. 

17. George tells Chris that Joe Keller's involved in the 

crime, because he had allowed cracked cylinder heads 

to be put in aircraft rather that stop the faulty 

process which's producing them. He commanded Steve 

to do this via telephone. 

18. Joe and Kate try to seduce George. Unluckily, during 

the conversation Kate slipped of the tongue which 

causes George Deever argued with them again. 

19. Chris angry with his mother because Kate still forbid 

him to marry Ann Deever. 

20. Being argued by her own son, Kate reveals Joe Ke

ller's evil finally. She says that if Jarry is dead, 

Joe Keller'd killed him. 

21. Chris forces his father to tell· the truth. But, 

Joe Keller tries to defend his conviction that he did 

not kill his son because Iarry never flew a P-40s. 

22. Chris's furious over Joe Keller When he realizes his 

father's guts had caused twenty-one pilots to be died. 

Point 23 - 26 are events in Act Three: 

2J. Joe Keller still defends himself on the ground of 
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sound business procedure and the family responsibil

ity which he claims as his motivating force. He 

believes that there's nothing bigger that the family. 

24. Realizing that the problem is very hard to be solved, 

Ann gives Kate the letter from Ia.rry as ·her final 

effort to overcome the uncertainty about Ierry's 

death. 

25. Everything is clear when Chris read Ierry's letter 

which's written at the day he died. Iarry crashed 

oft the coast of China, November twenty fifth. His 

engine didn't fail him, but he committed suicide. 

26. Joe Keller. shoots himself after realizing that. Iarry 

committed suicide because he couldn't help to take 

ashame over his father's guilty. 

~he above plot presences the sequences of events 

or incidents that happen in All Mv Sons. These events 

progress through a struggle of opposing forces which nsu

ally create a conflict. These conflicts may be external 

such as man against nature or physical world, man against 
' . . 

man, or, they may be internal such as man against himself, 
' . 

or conflict of desires within a J:>erson. But, we also see 

that not all the crucial events presented in the plot of . . 

All Mv Sons have the contents of conflict. So, to achieve 

the objectiYe of analysis, that is to find out the con-
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flicts happen in All My Sons, the writer will pick' out 

the events which have the contents of conflict only. Then 

more description about the conflict itself are given to 

make the analysis clear. 

In All My Sons, the conflicts aainly to be present

ed through its characters. It may be the eonflict between 

the major and the minor characters such as Joe Ieller 

with his wife, rate Ieller; or with his only son, Chris. 

Then, between both the minor characters as ahown by late 

and Chris Xeller, Chris and George, or between Ann and 

rate Keller. At last but not least, is the inner con.tl:iet 

withJ.n.a_person such aa Joe Keller with h~mael.t. 

The earlier conflict rises when Chris talks about 

Ann Deever with his father. Chris says that he is going 

to ~rry Ann though he knows ~he is Iarry 's f iancee. He 

believes that his brother has already died several J!i!&rs 

ago, so that he dares···t-cr·•.;:propose Ann undoubtedly. :First

ly, Joe Ieller tries to prefent his son's desire. Joe 
; 

. says that it's almost impossible to· nake aure Jrate 

and request for her permission or aJreement. However, 

late cannot settle Iarry from her mind. It means that 

l'ate will be the hardest obstruction for Chris to reali~e 

his dreams. Then, Chris forces Joe Keller in order to 

agree with his planning. He decides to get out· , marrie4 

and live some place else if his father will n·ot: help him 

to persuade bis mother. 
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CHRIS: I've given it three years of thought. · I'd 
hoped that if I waited, Mother would forget Jarry 
and then we'd have a re,ular wedding and everything 
happy. But if that can t happen here, then I '11 
have to get out. 
OLLER: Whet the hell is this? 
CHRIS: I'll get out. I'll get married and live some 
place else. May be 1_n New York. (Act One: 68-69). 

Afraid of his son's threat, Joe Keller promises to gtve 

·an undertaking ove1.· Chris• willingness. 

~he argumentation between Chris, Joe Keller; and 

Ann 1n one side with Kate Keller shows that the conflict 

develop into the warm atmosphere. Chris forces his mo

ther to con!ron.t the fact of her son's death. ften, when 

late argued with Joe :teller, .. she refuses to allow Cflris 

to marry his brother's .t'iancee because that w9uld acknowl

edge Iarry's death. Whereas in fact Kate still hopes for 

Iarry's return. She believes that Iarry will come back 

someday as reported by newspaper about: a man who turned 

up after repo~tad missing. in the war even longer than 

Iarry. Moreover, late threats her husband to act as if 

Iarry is returning and she will kill herself if he isn't 

coming back. 

MO!rBER.: I want you ~o act like he •a coming back. 
Both of you. Don't think I haven't noticed rou 
since Chris invited her. I won't stand ror any 
nonsense. 
OLLER: But, JCate -
MOO!BER: Because i? he's not coming back, then I'll 
kill myself! (Act One: 73). 
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At the next moment, late 's involved in ,:the other 

debate with Arm Deever. She eompels Ann t.o admit that 

she's still wai t.lng tor Iarry. Honestly, .' .. Ann confesses 

that she can't mourn her fiancee forever, "Well, I'm not, 
' 
l'a te. 11 Ann knows tba t Jarry has died and she accepts this 

reality wholeheartedly. 

!he unexciting. situation comes more and more un
pleasant with the entering o! Prank Lubey into the debate 

arem. Be deliberately asks Ann Deever about; her father, 

Steve Deever, who still in jail, "Bow about it, does Dad 

expect.a parole soonf' Prank's question, however, will 

reveal and open again the past event which causes Steve 

Dee:ver to be put in jail. Consequently, the confiicts 

grow harder and harder with the more complex problem. Joe 

Keller, the ·one who get in touch with the past. event d'i

rectly, :tee ls so worey. Be tries to bide the fact by. tell

ing a story based on his own version. He twists of the 

truth by saying that he never allowed his business iartner, 

Steve Deever, to covers over the cracked cylinder heads 

and shipping it to the Army Air Force. 

KELLER: • • • Kid, walkin' down the street that day I 
was.guilty as hell. Except I wasn't, and there was a 
~our:t. paper in my poeket to prove I -.sn •-t, and: I 
walked ••• past ••• the porches. Result 1 1'0111."teen months 
later I had one of the best shops in the state again 
a respected man again; bigger than ever. (Act One:soj. 

!o make sure Chris as well as Ann that he is a good, res-
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ponaible man, Joe Keller pretends to defend h business 

partner, Steve Deever. He says what Steve was doing is 

really a tLi ttle man l action only. But, both of Chris 

and Ann assume that Steve's guilty. Chris accuses Steve 

murdered twenty-one pilots, while Ann incriminates her 

own father as the one who causes her fiancee's death. 

The toll owing day, Ann• s talking with Sue Bayliss, 

a neighbour and Jim's wife. It's coming to Act Two now. 
. . 

Ann's so surprise to hear Sue's intorma tion that every-

body on the block knows the truth it Joe Keller pulled a 

fast one t.o get out of jail. They think Joe Keller is 

guilty. 

SUE: Who is he t.o ruin a man 's lite ? Eve;ybody knows 
Joe pulled a fast one to get-out. of jail. 
AD: !hat's not true! 
SOE: !hen. why don't you go out. and talk to people 1 
Go on, talk to them. There's not a person on the 
block who doesn't know the truth. (Act !rwo: 94). 

!his startlig reality'~ confirmed by George Deever, who 

comes tor eonfrontating Joe Keller with that guilt. He 

argued with Chris who haven't known yet the tt'llth stor,r, 

f.irstly. Then, George tells Chris that Joe Keller is tb! 

one who has to take the responsibility over the shipping 

of cmcked cylinder heads to the American Army which 

lead to the death of twenty-one pilots ot P-40s. Joe 

Keller has commanded Steve Deever, via telephone, and 

allowed him to repair the defecti~e airplane motors and 
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to be shipped to the American Army rather than ruin his 

company's business and losing the contract. 

GEORGE: You can't know, you wouldn •t be here. l)ad 
came t.o work that day. The night f·oreman came to him 
and showed him the cylinder heads ••• they were com"ing 
out ot the process with detects. !here was something 
wrong with the process. So led went directly t.o the 
phone and called here and told Jee to come down again. 
By this time he had over a hundred defectives. The 
Army was screaming for stuf't and Dld didn't have any
thiq to ship. So Joe told him ••• on the phone he 
told him to weld cover up the craeks in any way he 
could, and ship them out. (Act Two: 10~). 

Realising this unfortunate situation, Joe Keller and his 

wife, !'ate Keller, try to persuade George. Unluckil~, in 

this critical situation. Xate makes a very fatal fault. 

She slipped of the toungue. 

MO!l!BER: Well, sure ••• To Ge9rge: I mean excep~ for 
that flu.. George stands perfectly still. Weil, 1 t 
slipped my mind, don• t 1 ook at . me that way. He 
wanted to go to the shop but he couldn't lift him
self off the bed. f thought.he had pneumonia. 
(Act ho: 111 ) • . 

!his undelibera teness is clearly going to forc·e Joe Ke

ller into corner. Because, what's Kate said. contradic

tory with Joe Keller's disavowal at the trial three and 

half' years ago. And once again, Kate Keller do a harm 

action when she still forbade Chris to marry Ann Deever. 

It makes the con£11cts among the characters come to the 

higher tension. Chris gets annoyed knowing his mother's 

obstiDac.y. This condiUon, of course, provokes a crisis 
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tor l'ate. She realizes that the marriage between Chris 

and Ann Deever will be the signal the end of her hope. 

fhis bitter reality causes the internal conflict within 

. her mind. She loves both of her sons, Chris and Iarry. 

no11&h Iarry was reported missing in ~he war, she's still 

wa~thing for his return. ihere~ore, whe~ , ·chi-is eompels 

her to agrre w~ ~h his ma~riaJe, l'a te refuses it. However, .. 

Ann. Deever is Iarry's fiancee. If she permitj Chris to 

marryADJl Deever, she will loss her hope. Because, her 

~greement mean~ her acceptance to the fact that actually 

~r17 has already died. 

~~e doesn't know that Iarry never flew a P - 40. 

She ~ust ~ows that Iarry's a :pilo~. . And .. ~he real.izes . -
that his husband has committed a crime by sh~ppiJlg the 

. . . 
cracked. cylinder heads to the ~merican Air Yor~e. Bu~ she 

doesn't understand those cylinder heads're put in the 

P-40 only. So when Chris forces her to confront the fact 

of Iarry's death, Kate reveals Joe Keller's evil fillally. 

She says that if Iarry's dead, Joe Keller had .killed him. 

late thinks that if Iarry's dead, it must be caused br 

the cracked cylinder hea~s. 

!hen, ·Chris forces his father to tell the truth. 

~o~eve~ • Jo~-- ~1;er_.~ill not •<1.~i t that he has commi t.ted 

a crime by saying his convic.tion that Iarry never flew .. . . . . .. ... . . . . . .. . . . -· .. ,• . ... -·. ... . . . .... 

a P-40, "He never tlew a P-40, what's the matter with 
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you? 11 , (A ct ho: 114) • It. indicates that Iarry 's not 

belonged to the twenty-one pilots who crashed into the 

sea together with their military planes. Bu~, this answer 

or explanation: makes Chris angry with his .father. As a 

millitant idealist, Chris's so .furious when ·he realizes 

that his .father's guts is the causal !actor of' the death 

ot twenty-one pilots. In his last ef'f'ort to disclaim all 

the accusations over his guilty, Joe Keller says to his 

son that everything he has done caused by his responsibi

lity to the .family. It's his main motivating .force and 

he believes that there is nothing bigger than the .family. 

!ELLER: There's nothin' bigger than that. And You 're 
goin • to tell him, you understand? I •m his f'a ther 
and he's my son, and if' there's something bigger than 
that I'll put a bullet in my head! (Act Three: 120). 

Knowing that t~e situation becomes more ditricult 

and also the problem is harder and harder to be . solved, 

Ann Deever gives Kate Keller a letter, Iarry's letter as 

her final attempt to overcome the uncertainty around her 

tiancee 's death. 

AD: Sit down. ·Mother moves le.ft to chair, but does 
not sit.. i'irst, you've got to understand. When I 
came, I didn't have any idea that Joe - I had nothing 
against him or you. I came to get married. I hoped 
•••••• Bo I didn't bring to· hur~ rou. I thought I'd 
show !t t.o you ·on1y· 1r there was ·no· other way to 
settle Iarry in your mind. (Act Three: 122). 

Everything is clear now. Kate accepts the fact 
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. 
of her son's death. ~en, Chris pick up the letter from 

his mother and read it in front or his father. He . hopes 

that Joe Keller will admit hie guilty after reading that 

letter. Rightly, Iarry'e letter has explained and answered 

the question. The letter that's written at the ·day.Jarry 

died expounds that Iarry crashed o~t the coast of. China 

Bovember twenty-fifth. His engine didn't fail him, but he 

committed suicide because he couldn't help to take ashame 

over his father's guilty. 

Joe Keller, a business nan who considers people to 

be lees indispeneible than an industrial process, realizes 

bis guilty, finally. He able to aceept the necessary re

lationship between self and society. Joe Keller be aware 

of the realiey- that there is a universe of people outside 

and he is responsible to it. So he must be r,sponsible 

not only to his self-interests and his family, but also to 

the people outside. By the end of the play, Joe Keller 

understands that the twenty-one pilots are also his own 

sollS. He must be responsible to their safety too, really. 

OLLER, lookin4 at letter in his hand: Then what is 
this if it isn t telling me'! Sure, he was my son. 
But I think to him they were all my sons. And I guess 
they were, I guess they were. I'll :be right down. 
Exist into house. (Act Three: 126). 

And stunn~d into accepting responsibility for his actions, . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . 
Joe Keller commits suicide. He shoots himself., lastly. 
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·IV. 2 • S e t. t i . n g 

It's already mentioned in the theoretical approach . . . 
that setting or background in the fictional works refers 

to the place where the incidents or events happen and the . . . . . . -

time or period of the action. Besides, "setting may rela·

te to the characters, plot, or the ideas on symbolic le

vels. 11 (R.C. Guches, 1980 :68). !!?his means that setti~g 

in the fictional works can be distinguished into physical 

or real setting and spiritual or symbolic setting. Real 

setting refers to real places where the events of story 

take place. While, the symbolic setting denotes to the 

Yalues embodied in the real setting. 

In this thesis, the writer analyzes both of the 

re~l and symbolic setting of All My Sons. The real setting 

of All My Sons is described firstly based :on·· the text. 
. ·• . 

Then, the analysis will be continued interpretatively to 

find out the symbolic setting. 

2.1. Real Setting 

In this section, the analysis is directed to obtain 

th~ ~e~l setting of ~ 11 My -~~~s. __ TJ:ie description a bout 

the place where the story happen an~ the tim~. or period 

of t~e action will be given descriptively base~ on the 

text. It is hoped that the analysis of the real ·setting 
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will assist or back up the analysis of symbolic setting. 

!he play entitle All Mv Sons has the setting of 

America in the mid-century or when the second World War 

was taking place. In this period, America was·· developing 

the co~try, especially in economic, security and defense 

sectors. There're many shops and factories built. They 

produ~ed not only the peace produ~ts · for every day life 

needs, but also manufactured the material of war. Those 

froducts, mainly the military-aids, were produced to sup

port. and supplay the American Army that 1s invol-ved in the 

second World War. It is not only the American Army, but 

also the whole American people· that included in the war. 

the play told us that both of Joe Ieller'e own sons, that 

i~ ~h~is and Larry were belonged to the people who joined 

u~ the military service. But, they're in different unit, 

Larry in the Air Force and ,,Chris in the Army or infantry. 

MO!rBER: ••• Remember the way he used to fly low past 
the house when he was training'! When he used to see 
his face in the cockpit going by? (Act One:_ 72). 

The above quotation confirms that the time of action is 

~eally in the war time. It also shows that the setting 

of All My So~s ~s ~n America and th~ war time. While, the 

real condition which may happen in the war time can be 
' . ' . . 

seen in the quotation below: ·- .. -·. -·· 
. CHltIS, · speaks qu1e·t1y, ta·ctually ··at ·!!rs t: It• s a 11 
~,~ up·with" so·many· ·other·th·ings· -~· ••• You remember, . . 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI THE STUDY OF... SAPTANTO HARI WIBAWA 



overseas, · I was in command of a company'!' 
AD: Yeah, sure. 
CHRIS: Well, I lost them. 
AD: How many 1 
CHRIS: Just about all. (Act One: 85). 

41 

~~e .. ~uotation tells us that Chris became a commander of a 

c~~pa.ny in the Army lorce unit. During the war he got a 

to~ of duty with his company. But, in the one battle 

his ~~mpany was defeated. He lost almost all of his sol

diers. lrom these facts we can understand the situation 

of _.A~er~ca as a country and the condition of its people in 

the second World War • ... . 
Indeed, all people should be participate in defend

ing and protecting the country. They hav~ str~ggled and 

sa~rifi~ed all their live ~nd life for the glory of the 

country. Boweve~, there is no struggle without sacrifice •. 

And the war is the time to prove their loyalty ·and r~s

ponsibility to the society as we~l ~s to the C'Ountry. 

CHRIS: They didn't die; they· killed themselves for 
each other •••• Everything was being destroyed, see, 
but. it seemed to me that one new thing was made. A 
kind of - responsibility. Man for Man. (Act One: 85). 

I~ shows -~hat the .war. time is. the. pe.~iod wh.ic~ full of 

Ev~ry~ing_ .~~:·be. 1:i~P.pened. in thi~ conflict and struggle. 
. -· . 

terrific situation. 
,. • • • # •• • •• • • .. ... 

world. But, the war can also make the people to be aware. . . . .... . . . . ' .. ' - . . ..... 
and responsible for the safety of their society and the 
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country welfare. They try t~ protect the other and never 

-think about their own safety. They struggle to defend 

their country. 

Besides the participation of the people, the con

tribution of the shops and factories which produce the 

:material of war is also very important in that war. Th~y 

are demanded to produce and supplay the American Army with 

theiD products. Let's see the quotation below: 

DLI,ER: ••• Listen, you go·tta appreciate what was 
doin' in that shop in the war. The both of you.· It 
was a madhouse ~ Every half hour the Maj or callin' for 
e,ylind,r heads, they ·were whipping us with the tele
phone. (Act One : 82). 

The quotation impresses us that a .cooperation and a··.close 

relationship between American Army and the factories that 

produce the military-aids or the material of war was made. 

They need each other. It's the war· .time, the American 

Army needs their products, on the other hand, the 'facto

ries should distribute their goods to get profit. More 
' 
than that• the sentence "Every half hour the Ma;j"or callin' 

~or the cylinder heads, they were whipping us with the te

lephone,u shows the real situation of the war itself. It 

con.firms that when the war was taking place, the American 

·· -Army was lacking of the cylinder heads for their military 

planes. Howe~er, the military planes are.the key force 

of the American Army. They are the power which will help 
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the American Army to win the war. 

At. that time, the existence. of the factories which 

produced the material of war were. Yery important. It is 

due to the fact that their produets're really needed by 

the American Army. In this case, the pl4y All M:y: Sons 

says that the Army Air Force was lacking of' the cylinder 

heads to operate their military planes. They need those 

sphare parts of the airplane engine in a big amount. And 

they make aooperation with one of the factories that pro

duce those cylinder heads. 

GEORGE: The Army was screaming for stuff' and 
4Wu.!t.haYe anything to ship. (.lc.t !l!wo: 101). 

Dad 

!l!hat is all about the general description or America in 
.t. 

the war time based on the text of All My Sons·. 

Furthermore, the stor.y of All My Sons also takes 

the specific _plae.e as its set.ting. It is Joe Keller's 

house that located on the outskirts of an American town. 

But, the author did not mentioned the name of ·the town 

clearly-. 

Joe Keller's house is a big, luxurious and expen

siYe home. It would hav.e c.ost perhaps !1.!te.e.n thousand 
. 

in the early twenties. 

!he stage is hedged on right and left by tall, c1ose
ly planted poplars whi.ch lend the yard as secluded 
atmosphere. Upstage is filled with the back of' the 
house and its,_open, unroof'ed porch which extend into 
the yard some six feet. It ¥ould have cost perhaps 
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!his house is two stories high and bas seven rooms. As a 

sumptuous house, it is nicely painted, looks tight and 

com.tortable. !eh.ere are various plants and the yard is co

vered with the green sod. And at the right, beside the 

house, the entrance of the driveway can be seen, but the 

poplars cut oU view of its continuation downstage. In 

the left corner, downstage, stands the four - ~oot - high 

stump of a slender apple tree whose upper trunk and the 

·branches lie toppled beside it, fruit still clinging to 

its branches. 

Downstage right. is a small, trellised arbor, shaped 

like a sea shell, with a deaorative bulb hanging from its 

.forward-curwing roof. Garden chairs and a table are scat

tered about. A garbage pail on the ground next to the 

porc:h steps, a wire leaf-burner near it. (Act One: 58). 

!hat is a brief description about the house of Joe 

Xeller which •s located on the outskirts of ·a.11- American 
. -
town. Then, the description of this real setting will be . 
analyzed interpret.a tiv.ely. The interpretation of the real 

setting, then, is called the symbolic setting. The main 

point discussed here is somethin·g behind . tl}e realistic

v.iew or whatever the real setting s.uggests behind. them. 

!!?hat. what will be done with the setting of All My Sons. 
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2.2. Symbolic Setting 

We have known that the symbolic setting denotes to 

the values implied by the real setting. The setting of. 

All My Sons is in America, particularly in Joe Keller's 

house. However, the author of this play has certain pur-

pose in describing the setting of All My Sons. And the 

WJ;'i ter •a task here is to interpret that setting. which.,. of 

course, has the conotative or symbolic meaning. 

Pirst of all, it is about Joe Keller's house itself'. 

~his is a big, large, and really luxurious house. This 

house consists of two stages, upstage and downstage, and 

has seven rooms. 

Upstage is tilled with the back of the house and its 
open., unroofed porch which extends into the yard some 
six feet. The house is two stories high and has seven 
r.ooms. It, would have cost perhaps fifteen thousand in 
the early twenties when it was buil~. (Act One: 58). 

The big, luxurious house here is the symbol of ·the suc

cess. It is actually Joe Keller's success. He has been 

a successful business man for many·years. He gets posit

ion as the boss at his own factory. .And however, fit.teen 

thousand dollars in the early twenties were not a cheap 

price tor a house, and it were not a few amount of money 

to buy or build a house. Because it.•s the hard, difficult 
. -

period to make and gathered much money •. More than that, 

1 t 's the Depression time. Only a well-off man who will be 
... 

able for earning much money and build a swqptuous house. 
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Then, the yard of Joe .Keller's house is covered with 

the green grass. "··· and the yard :.is:. green·. ··with sod, 

here and there plants whose season is gone." The green 

sod or green. grass here bas the eonotative meaning. It's 

tha symbol of prosperity. Joe Keller's family !a very 

prosperous. As a rich, wealthy man, Joe Keller a~ his 

:tamily used to live in luxury. They have a high standard 
.. 

of liTing eventhough in the Depression and war time. For 

eomaon people, it is a very difficult perLod to live in 

the s~icient- standard of li~ing. But, it is not for 

Joe Keller's family. When other people was struggling to 
. . 
defend their lUe in order to survive in the middle of 

chaotic situation, Joe Keller and his family were living 

in prosperity and enjoyment. Joe Keller used this occcs

ion to earn money and to fulfil all of his pri"late inte

rests. And of course, their life style is veryr contradlct 

with the social condition at that time. Their luxurious 

life style is also impressed through the house that's now 

ni~ely painted. "Now it is nicely painted, looks tight 

and comfortable, ••• 11 (Act One·: 58). 

_ Another aspects of the ho~se whi~~ show ~e symbolic 

setting are the trees planted on the yard of Joe Keller's 
. . . . . . .. . - -· .. . . .. 

housE!• And in All M,r Sons, a tree pl.an~ed 1:>-t::re as.a sym

bol ~~_th~ so~_~ho had given his life in .expiation. From 

the play we know that Joe Keller is a s~ccessful business 
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man. Be has two grown up sons, Chr~s and Iarry. Joe Ke

ller is a producer ot the military-aids particularly the 

cylinder heads, ,the parts ot the airplane engine. When 

the was taking place, Joe Keller has a position and plays 

a very important role in that war. He got a profitable 

c·ontmct trom the government to supplay the Army Air Force 

with the cylinder heads in a big amount. His important 

position is also caused by the tact that by the time the 

war was going on, the Army Air Force was lacking ·ot the 

cylinder heads for their military planes. Then, Joe Ke

ller shipped the cracked cylinder heads to the A~y Air 

1orce which tinally lead to the death of twenty-one pilots. 

!hey crashed ott together with their military planes. Joe 

~ller and his business partner were put in jail. But, he 

pulled a fast one to get out of jail. Joe Keller's exon

erated finally. 

Larry is the younger son of Joe Keller. He's also 

a pilot. Realizing that his father had done a crime act

ion, Iarry couldn't help to take ashame and to live any

more. At last, Iarry was committed suicede by crashing . . 
ott his military plane ·into the sea. ~t means t~~ Iarry 

had s&crit~ced h~mselt o! ~ad given~~~ life in expiation. 

And it is symbolized by a planted tree. 
. . .. . . . . . . . 

. !urther, another little planted tree in the yard 

also has the symbolic m~~~ing. 
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In the left corner, downstage, stands the four-foot
high stump of a slender apple tree·whose upper trunk 
and branches lie toppled beside it,·tr~it still clin& 
ing to its branches. (Act Ones ~BJ. 

A blasted 11 ttle tree in a cramped back yard which 's sym

bolic of the Keller family's narrow way of life, normal 

intellectual - moral range, and questionable moral sit.u

ation. !hat tree is actually Larry's memorial tree. It 

was planted in the back yard of the house at the year when. . . . . : 

Ie.rey was reported missing in the war mission, And now 

that tree was toppled by the storm. 
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~e presentation ot characters in drama is very 

important since drama "delineates lite and human actiTity 

by means ot presenting various a~tions ot - and dialogue 

between - a group ot characters." (Christopher R. Reaske, 

1966: 5"). 

In Arthur Miller's All My Sons, we will !ind both 

ot main and minor characters. There are tour main 

characters in the story: Joe Keller, Kate Keller, Chris 

Keller and Ann Deever. Among them, Joe Keller. is the 

leading or central character 1~ the story. While, the 

minor ones are: George Deever, Dr. Jim :Bayliss, Sue 

Bayliss, Frank Lu bey, Lydia Lu bey, and Bert. 

This analysis is limited on the main characters ot 

the play with the tocus ot attention on the leading 

character, Joe Keller. It is due to the tact that the 

main characters do not only bring a smooth movement ot 

the story, but also present a clear understanding to the 

content ot the story itselt. However, the conflict and 

the development of the conflict in All My Sons are very 

much influenced and determined by the existence of the 

main characters. ~o gain the objective of the study, it 

will be g~~~n m~!e .attention to Joe Xeller's self-interests 

and his social responsibilities. While, another ma.in cha-. . . ... .. . 

racters such as Kate Keller, Chris Xeller, and Ann Dee.ver 

Will be analyzed to support the problem. 
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Joe Keller is the protagonist. He is the central 

and principal character in .All My: Sons. He plays a very 

important role in the story because, he ls the character 

who brings the author's ideas and messages. ~hrough Joe 

Keller, Arthur Miller wants t.o maintain the necessity tor 

the indiTidlial to acknowledge a double responsibility to 

selt and society. (Miller/·William/ Albe, 1986: 138}~ In 

. this case, Joe Keller represents the immorality ot a so

eiety wh!Qh considers people to be less indispensible than 

an industrial process. Joe Keller places the . i~portance 

ot success in economic and social spheres abov.e the nece

ssity to establish real contact between. human beings. 

3.1. Joe Keller and His Self-Interests 

Since there is no narration in drama, we will come 

t.o kn.ow more about Joe Keller trom his action and d:ialo

gue with other characters. In other words, we will find 
. . 

Joe leller by what other chaz:acters think ·of him, by what 

he says and the way in which he speaks in dialogue, based 

1:1pon what he· act and he doesn't a~t, by means of his phy

sical appearance in doing action and dialogue, and based 

upon what he thinks about himself. 

Joe Keller is nea1:ing si_xty. He is a husband ot.·-a 

loTing wife, Kate Keller. He has two grown up sons who 
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both ot them joined up the American Army during the war. 

Be is one ot the successful man~acturer,of military-aids 

at that.war time. Now he retools· .his industry into the 

machinery shop and nachin~ factory wqieh produces pressu

re-cookers and an assembly tor washing machines. Arthur 

Miller has given a brief description about Joe Keller. in 

the previous Act one as follow: . . . 
DLI,ER is ·nearing sixty. A heav,y man of stolid mind 
and build, a business man these many years, but with 
the imprint ot the machine-shop worker and·boss sttll 
upon him. When he reads, when he speaks, when he 
listens, it is with the terrible concentration of the 
uneducated man for whom there is still wonder in many 
commonly kn.own things, a man whose judgements must be 
dredged out of experience and a peasant-like common 
sense. A man among men. (Act One: 58). 

Now we have some essential information about Joe Keller. 

He is a successful business man for many years. He gets 

position as a boss at his own factory. From these inform

ation, the writer will start the analysis a bout Joe Keller 

and his self-interests. 

We realize that eTe~ strong person al-.ys wants 

to be free to do what he wan ts. It means that he expresses 

his own desire or interest and try to make it. real. ·.Joe 

Keller also has his own interest in life as the realizat

ion ot his free will. Ther~fore, he also wants to make 

his own interests come true. 

However, Joe Keller is a rich man and belongs to the 
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certain social class of' the society, of' course. These 

facts impress us that money is the only thing which will 

help him to reach whatever he wants and to satisfy his 

self-interests. It is due to the fact that protl t. or mo

ney is the main purpose of' the most. business action. And 

we realize itaa the common thing in the field of' bus!-

ness. 

Joe Xeller understands well that he should have 
. . 

m.uch money to tultil his selr-interests. To nake money, 

then, he is doing business. It means, Joe ~ller develops 

his business as the way to earn. much money. He believes 

that by doing business he will get much money and ad'V'an -

tages which timlly will assist him to reach whatever he 

wants. 

Joe Keller took the chance to be a producer of war 

material or. military-aids, when the war was approaching • 

He is like another man who will exploit the good opportu

nity that comes to him. Joe Keller knows that war time 

is not only presenting the chaotic situation, but also 

giY!ng him a good occasion to gain as much advantages as 

possible from his business. And he thinks that a man must 

take ~very -~od chance and make use of it to realize his 

wish or desire whatever the_conditi~n is. He understands 

that the ~est busi~ess in war time is producing the nate

rial ot war itself. 
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Material ot war and military-aids are needed by 

the American Army to win the war. .According to the text, 

America was involved in the war. At that time , when the 

war was going on, the first problem faced by the American 

Army was equipment problem. It included the material of 

war or military-aids. Somehow America had to retool and 

transform industry as quickly as possible into war pro

duction. 

In the meantime, one of those industries that. pro

duces the material of war is Joe Keller I s factory. This 

factory produces the military-aids, especially cylinder 

heads, the airplane motor~ for the military planes. 

Kea.nwh1le, · as we have ~known .and menti.one.d .. befor~ 

that American Army was facing the equipment problem, the 

Army Air Poree was lacking of_ the sphare parts of the air

planes. They need many cylinder heads to be put in their 

military planes. Because, they will never able to oper -

ate their military planes without those cylind~r heads. . . .. 
lt ~st, Joe Keller gets a profitable.contract trom 

< 

the government to produce and supplay the Army Air Poree 

with ~he cylinder heads. As the conseque~ce~, Joe Keller 

must be able to send those cylinder heads on time. More 

than that, he should be responsible for the quality of the . .. . . 
products, because cylinder heads is the crucial part of . . . ~- - .... - ... . 

airplane engine. 

R.TJ11.JK.AMIL1l( ~ 

~~ 
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•orce. Joe Ieller said that he must ship those cracked 

cylinder heads because the Army Air Force ask :,·tor the 
; . 

cylinder heads continuously. 

DLLIRa Every half hour the Major callin' for the cy
linder headst they were whippin' us with telephone. 
(Act One: 82J. 

~nd at the same time he had nothing t~ be.shipped out to 

the A·r,ay except a hundi,ed and twenty defective cylinder 

head1t~ !hen he tried to reJBir those cracked cylinder 

heads and shipped them out to the ~~Y Air Force with the 

~eason: If he didn't ship those cracked cylinder heads, 

it will ca use a decrease in the power of the Army Air For

ce as long as their military planes cannot be operated ·in 

the war. 

Joe Keller's reason was confirmed by the fact that 

military planes _are the key force or the main power of the 

American Army. If those military planes cannot -be oper

ated, it will weaken the power of the ~rmy Air Force in 

pal'!ticular and American Army in general. Fui:::t.her, it may 

makes America as a state can be defeated in that war. 

!bat is all about Joe Keller's reason. Now we 

come to the another opinion or consideration which may 

help him to release from the accusation. First, it's the 
. . . 

wa~ tim~. Just by the <?bane~, the Army A·ir Force's lack

;~& .. of cylinder heads for their military planes. They 
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were crying for those cylinder heads to Joe Xeller's . 
factory. At tba t critical time• Joe Keller only had the 

cracked cylinder heads. He had nothing more to. be sent 

out to the Army. 

GEORGE: ••• ihe Army was screaming for the stuff and 
Dad didn't have anythin~ to ship. (Act Two: 102). 

It seems that the situation and condition. of the war time 

had forced Joe Xeller into the difficult position. He had 

no choice. J.s abusiness man he should try to fulfil the 

order of the consumers. Moreover, Joe Keller 'bad'. bad a 

c.ontract from the 1,government. If he doesn •t ship those 

c:ylinder heads, he will los~ the contract. His unability 

to supplay the Army Air Force with the cylinder heads will 

be regarded as a violation to the contract. And through 

the economic point of view, his decision t:o-ship his fac

tory products may also be considered 'as the right one. 

Because Joe Xeller thinks about the market-oriented, that 

is nits fundamental purpose and reason for being is to 

produce goods and service tor the benefit of ·consumers." 

(Glos/ Baker, 1972: 4). As a producer and a distributor 

of the mil.~tary-aids, Joe Xeller must produce and distri-

bute his factory's pr~duc~s to_ ~he co~s~e~s. In this 

case, he should distribute or sell his cylinder heads to 
. . . ' . . ...... ~ .... . ... ·- - ··-· .... .... - .... ' .. _... . ... 

the Army Air Force as his consumers in order t.o get the - . . . . .. ... . . ... . . .. ... ·- . --- ·-··-· -- .. . .. - . 

profit. However, profit is the main purpose or the final 
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target ot the business action after producing and selling 

the products. fhis statement is confirmed by the tradi

tional Tiewpoint which assume that making profit in busi

ness is the most exclusive duty tor every business man. 

••• their exclusive obligation was to make profit tor 
themselTes and their stockholders. ~is conviction 
was Talida ted to a great extent by the economic theo
ry ot the time which taught that profit seeking was 
the only acceptable war ot lite for business men. 
(Glos/ laker, 1972: 58). 

!his means that the traditional viewpoint regarded the 

private profit as the principal motivating force in doing 

business. Ivery business man should try to do somethings 

tor making as much profit as possible, because it is the 

only acceptable way ot life tor him. It·•s accordance with 

Joe .leller who wants to get profit from his business. He 

will do everything with his business as long as he'll get 

profit and money. And it is, however, considered right 

by the traditional viewpoint. 

We have known Joe Keller's reason in shipping the 

cmcked cylinder heads to the Army Air Force which final

ly lead to the death of twenty-one pilots. We also have 

considered another opinion which may justify Joe .Keller's 
. . 
action. But, we must take another point of view or opi-

. . . 

nion as a measurement to judge Joe Keller, too. 
-· . ' 

We understand well that there are many ethics that 

should be considered carefully 1:f we are doing business. 
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!hese ethics are usually called 'business ethics' which 

consists of principles and practices that are concerned 

with morals and good conduct as they are applicable to .. 
business situation. A business man, sw:h as Joe Xeller, 

is free to brings and to operate his busin~ss. !?here is 

no limitation for him to maximize the profits from his 

business as long as his actions a·re legal and not immor

al. Because Joe lCeller is an .American business man, we 

will see the ethics of business in America, too. 

According to the general business ethics, Joe Ke

ller's action can be regarded as the !legal and. immoral 

one. He had violated the business ethics by shipping the 

defective products to the consumers. More than that, the 

worst result of his action is the death of his consumers. 

Of course, it is contradict with the points of busi~eas 

ethics. which say that the high q-.li ty of the products and 

the safety of the consumers are more than everything. 

Let •s see the American Marketing Association (AMA) 

Code of Ethics, particularly point two (2) which states 

"By pledging my efforts to assure that all presentations 

ot goods, services and concepts be made honestly and clear-
. . 

ly." (Glos/ Baker, 1972: 56). It shows us that a busi

ness man or a ~ro~~cer of goo~s sh~uld take care to his 
• ~~ctozr_~ p~oduc~s~ -~~e ~~oducts should be made honestly 

and clearly.. A producer may not play foul or dishonest 
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,: 
in the making ot his produts and he is ~lso forbidden ·to 

hide the real condition of his products. Joe Keller him-

aelt had done a careless action. He made the cylinder 

· heads, but there is something wrong with the process. And 
' 

those cylinder heads come out ot the process with some 

detects finally. Joe Keller lmew the condition of his 

tactory's products. They didn't comply with the standard 

ot quality. Nevertheless, Joe Xeller tried to hide the 

detects o! his cylinder heads. He told his business par~ 

ner, Steve Deever, to weld cover up the cracks or ·.defects 

in any way he could and shipped them out to thtlt Army. 

GEOll~B:·So Joe told him •••• on the phone he told him 
td weld, cover up the cracks in any wa~ he could, and 
ship them out. (Act ho: 101), 

I~ means that those cylinder heads are made dishonestly 

and unclearly. The .Army never kne.w the real condition ot 

those cylinder heads, because Joe Keller had repaired the 

detects. So they look like well in their surface. His 

deceit was uncovered when the accident happene.~. The mi

litary planes with the cracked cylinder heads crashed oft 

an.d lead to the death ot the pilots • 

Based on the American Marketing Association Code . . 

ot E~hics,_ it ca~ be said _tha~ __ Jo~ ~ller is guilty. He 

negiected and violated the point which told the business . .. - . . . ... . .• . . .... - . . .. .. , . . . . .. . . .... .. . 

man or the producer to make the goods or products honest

ly and cleraly. 
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Besides AMA Code of Ethics, Business-Consumer Re

lations Code also proposes. alm.ost the same idea. !!!he first 

and the second point of the Business-Consumer Relations 

Code stated that the American business has the responsibi

lity to protect the health and safety of consumer and to 

produce. goods in the high standard of quality. Let's see 

the quotation below: 

(1). Protect the health and safety: of consumers in the 
design and manufacture of products and the pro
Tision of consumer serTices. This includes act
ion against harmful side effects on the quality 
of life and the environment arising from techno
logical progress. 

(2). Utilize advancing technology to produce goods 
that meet high standard ·of quality at·the lowest 
reasonable price. (Glos I Eaker, 1972: 5·9). 

!he aboTe points indicate that the main task of a producer 

is to protect the consumers' health and safety by making 

products or goods in the high standard of quality. It is 

the major requirement in American business, because the 

consumers are everything. Without consumers the fac_tory •s 

products are nothing. To giTe meaning for his products, 

a producer should try to make his consumers satisfy with 

his products. 

A:s a producer of the mi~itary-aids, Joe Keller. also 

oq~t to give more attention to his consumers' health and . .. . . - . . . . . - ·- ... . . .. 

_aate~;r. He may n<:>~ -~~-~d~~e and s_~_ll the products which 

are ma.de in the low standard of quality, because they'll 
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probably threaten the safety of consumers. But in fact, 

Joe Xeller never pay attention to his respinsibility as a 

producer or manufacturer of goods. He didn't care for 

~he tpality ot his factory's p~oducts anymore. Even he 

a old the dete c ti ..:e e.yl ind er . he.ads to the Army Air Foree 

without taking any considerations towards the risks which 

may happened. He knew the risks if those cracked cylinder 

heads to be put in the mil! tary planes. He realized th~ t 

those military planes will crash off, but he never tried 

to protect the safety of the pilots who might crash. 

CHRIS: It means·you knew they'd crash. 
OLLER: It don't mean that. 
CHRIS: !hen you thought they'd crash. 
OLLER: I was afraid maybe -
CHRIS: You were afraid maybe I God in heaven, what 
kind ot a man are you? Xids were hanging in the air 
by those ~eads. You know that! (Act Two: 115). 

It's clear now, that Joe Keller's guts to ship the 

cracked cylinder heads. to the Army .Air l'orce is .unforgiv

able. Whatever the reason is, Joe Keller had killed the 

pilots of the Army Air Force. 

CHRIS: Dad ••• Dad, you killed twenty-one men! 
OLLER: What, killed ? 
CHRIS: You killed them, you murdered them. 
(Act ho: 114). 

Bo~~!~;.,_.1:J.e -~d vio;a~!<!.~~s ~es_~.~~~~~l~ty ~~·a producer 

ot~m.ilitary-aids who should be responsible for the safety .. .. .. ...... . . .. . .. - . . . . . . . .. .. " .. - ' . .. •- ..... ' . .. .. . ' .. " . . . 

of his consumers. He had ignored his responsibility !or 
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the safety of the pilots, Amy A 1r Poree, the society as 

well aa the country as a whole. 

And when we return baek to Joe Keller, we'll ~ind 

that all his actions are based on his own passion to real-. . 

ize his self-interests. Bis. ambition to get profits from 
. ' . . -

his business is one way to make real his self - interests. 

So his main purpose with his business actually is to earn 

as.much money as possible. His orientation is profit and 

his mind is filled wi.th the 1.deas to make money only. In 
. . . ·- .. , 

other words, Joe Keller is a materialist, that is a man 

who always regards money or other weal th • ter.tal as the 

measurement of someone's happiness. Be thinks that pro.fl 't 

and money are symbol which will bring him to the success

:tul life. 

Besides to make his self-interests come true, Joe 

Xeller also needs much money :tor his family·. He always 

puts his family a b~Ye everything. Bis main concern in 

doing business is to make money for his family, too. 

OLLER; desperately, lost: Por youJ late, tor both of 
you, that's all I ever lived tor. \Act Three: 121). 

It seems that Joe Ieller ~alues or judges the family more 

than. other thiqs ~ Be knows . that money is important for 

his ~mily; without money his family will perish. So he - .. . .... . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

appreciates his business as the life of his family. From . . ' . . '. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . 

this fact, we may assume that Joe Xeller's responsibility 
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to his self - interests and family's needs is more than 

everything. !his assumption is quite true, because Joe 

leller himself believes that there is nothing bigger than 

the famil7. 

Dl,LEll s 1f othin I bigger than that. · .lhd. you •·re goin • to 
tell him, 7ou understand? 1·•m his fatbe·r and he's my 
son,--and it there 'a ·something bigger than· that I •11 
put a bulfet. in my head! (Act !hree: 120). 

His adoration to hie family makes Joe ICeller to be 

a selfish man. Joe Keller sees himself as a ·man who must 

be responsible t.or hie family life only. He never thinks 

that as a member of society he should be responsible for 

people outside. Even be refuses the necessary relation

ship between self and society. 

iherefore, when he was doing business, Joe JCeller 

would never consider of his consumers' safety. ~ke as an 

example when he shipped the era.eke~ cylinder heads to the 

Army Air Poree. He sold those defective products without 

· feeling sympathy tor the pilots who might crash with their 

military planes. Instead, he saw the selling of the pro

ducts as the best chance to gain profit and money for his 

family. !hat's why, Joe Keller. doesn't admit that his 

guts.is the causal factor of the death of twenty-one pi-. . 
lots. Eventhough bis own son, Iarry, is also a . ... . ' . . . 

Joe Keller knows that Iarry never flew a P~40. ......... ····-·+···· -- .. :,,., ___ ••+••• .. , - ,._ 

pilot, but 

While the 

cracked cylinder heads are put in the P-40 plane only. 
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!he above fact confirms our assumption that Joe Xe

ller is an egoist~ He never thinks about other people's 

ta te, so he will never feel guilty over the death o! those 

twenty-one pilots. He thinks that he should not be res

ponsible for those pilots• destiny~ because they are not 

his family. And as long as Iarry•s death was not caused 

by the cracked cJlinder head, Joe Xeller will always re

fuse to admit his false. "He never flew a P-40, what's 

the matter with you?" 

Yinally, everything is clear when Joe Keller read 

Iarey•s letter which's written at the day he died. 

CHRIS: • • • Reads: • • • Listen! "My dear Ann: It is im
possible to put down the things I feel. But I've got 
to tell you something. Yesterday they flew in a load 
of papers from the states and I read about lad and 
your father being convicted. I can't express myself. 
I can't tell you how I feel-Ican•t bear to live any 
more. last night I circled the base for twenty-minu
tes before I could bring myself in. How could he have 
done that? Every day three or four men never come 
back and he sits back there doing business •••• I don't 
know how to tell you what I feel •••• I can't face any 
body •••• 1.•m going out on a mission in a few minutes. 
fhey'll probably report me missing. If they do. I 
want you to know that you mustn't wait for me. I tell 
Ann, if I had him there now I could kill h.im-" •••••• 
(Act Three: 125-126). · 

It explains that Iarry crashed off the coast of China, No

vember twenty-fifth. It's the sam~ with,the day when he 

~a repo~ted missing. At that. time, his engine did not 

fail him, but Iarry committed suicide because he couldn't 
. . . . -. - - -· ·- ~ . . . 

help to take ashame over his father's guilty. 
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After reading Iarry's letter, Joe Keller realizes 

of his guilty. However, he has done a criminel action. 

!l!went7-one pilots from the Army Air Poree had died becau

se ot his cracked cylinder heads. And now Joe Keller be 

aware of his double respo~sibility tl:18~ he must be res

ponsible ilot only to his self-interea~s and---his family's . 
needs, but also to the people outside. 

. . . 
At last, Joe Keller judges himself by committing 

suicide. And exactly, that is a fair judgement. Now we 

may judge him undoubtedly: Joe Keller is guilty! 

,.2. Joe Keller and His Social Responsibilities 

What the writer means with social responsibility 

here is the individual's responsibility to the other or 

to the society as a whole. It refers to the fact that 

man is an individual as well as social. However, an in

dividual is unable to live solitaire or to be separated 

from the others. He should make an interaction with his 

society where he lives and with his environment. He may 

live with his own right and in. his own right. But, as a 

member of society he will always associates with the 

principles of what should be done and what ought . n.ot to . ~ . . . .. - ' .. . . . . 

be done to fulfil the expect.a tions that other have of him. 
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Be cannot do things in his own way, but he should do what 

the society believes he should. In other words, he must 

follow the order of the society where he belongs. 

As a member of society, an individual has a double 

responsibility, to self and society. It means that an 
', 

in.di~idual should be responsible not only to the every-

thing dealing with his self-interests, but also to the 

society as a whole. 

Joe Xeller is a human being. He is both as an in

dividual and social. He also has a double responsibility. 

As an individual he must be responsible to his self-inte

rests, and as a member of society he has the responsibi -

lities of fulfilling the expectation of the society. He 

is responsible for doing everything the people consider . 
right. In this case, as a producer of war-materials, Joe 

Xe.ller is economically a rich and successful one. But, as 

the c~nsequences his responsibilities also greater than ····-··~ .................. . 
others under him. 

Joe Keller is an American business ~n~ He· lives, 

works and gets everything in tha ~ country. At that. time, 

America was ·being involved in the war. All the people •re 

demanded to be participate in that war and to give their 

a·ttention to the country. Most of people didn •t care with 

their own. c~nditi~n because they sh~uld be responsible for 

the country. They lived in trouble and difficulty that's 
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caused by the war. But, in the middle of that. chaotic 

situation, Joe Keller and his family lived:.in the luxury. 

When. other people were struggling to save their live and 

life from the influence of the war, Joe .Keller's 

to make money and build a luxurious house. 

trying 

OLLER: · We 111 talk a bout it. I'm going to build you. 
a house, stone, with a driveway from the road. I want 

.you to spread out, Chris, I want you to use What I 
made for you. (Act One: 87). 

!l!his fact, however, shows us that Joe Keller doesn't care 

with his social responsibilities.· He gives no attention 

to the safe-ey- ot the society as well as the country. He 

is busy with his own business. He wants to use the diffi

eul t situation to get as muc·h advantages as possible. Joe 

Keller thinks that war time is his best occasion to gain 

his fortune. 

KELLER: Who worked for nothin • in that war"' When they 
work·tor nothin', I'll work for nothin'. (let Three: 
125). 

It indicates that Joe Keller has a false assumption to

wards his society. He assumes all people will do as him, 

that is makes money in the very hard condition. 

As a producer of war-materials, Joe Keller has been 

given the chance to produce the parts of airplane engine, .. . . .. ... . ... . . . . ' .. ' " . 
J,Brtic~la~lr_in _producing the ~ylinder·heads. He gets a 

profitable contract from the government to supplay the 
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Army Air Force with the cylinder heads. It means that 

he bas to keep the production in stock so that they are 

always available for the government. 

The trust provided by government to Joe Keller 

brings him into the very important position. Consequent-

ly, he also gets the greater responsibility than before. 

Being trusted to supplay the Army Air Force with the cy

linder heads, Joe Xeller must be responsible to the qual

ity of his factory's products. It is due to the- fact that 

these products are needed by the Army Air Force which's 

lacking of the cylinder heads. M_oreover, it's the war 

time when the American Army and American people as'~ whole 

was struggling to defend the country and to win the war. 

That's way, the war-materials and the military-aids were 

needed, especially the cylinder heads. 

The quality of the cylinder heads takes an import

ant role in the war. Cylinder head is the most crucial 

part of airplane engine. Without it the airplane engine 

is nothing. 1!hen, the airplane will be useless as long as 

the engine doesn •t work well. When the airplane cannot be 

operated, it will cause a decrease in the power of Ameri

can Army. Because, the airplanes or military planes are 

the main power of the Army Air Force iri p!rticular and A

merican Army in general. However, the existence of the 
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military planes is verr imp~r~~~ ~n ~hat war. They are 

the key forces which will help:- determine whether America 

will win the war or whether she will be defeated. 

Joe Keller should be responsible for the quality 

of his cylinder, heads means that he bas to make his pro

ducts in high standard of quality or in the best quality. 

It will be realized if Joe Keller really gives more 

attention to the process of producing the products and 

make the products honestly and clearly. 

But in ·fact, Joe Keller has made an(l sold the de

fective products to his consumers. Be produced the cylin-

der heads dishonestly, he told his business partner to 

repair the the cracked cylinder heads and send them to the 

Army Air Poree. 

GEORGE:·So Joe told him •••• on the phone he told him 
to weld, cover up the cracks in any way he could, and 
ship them out. lAct Two: 101). 

~.ose. ~ylinder heads, then, to be put . ·in the military 

planes. During the mission, these aircrafts subsequently 

crashed and .lead to the death of twenty-one pilots. 

KELLER: It was· too late. The paper,· it was all over 
the front page, twenty-one went down, it was too late. 
(Act Two: 115) • 

. ~~is __ fa~_t __ $f:)8~ to prov!. that .. Jo~_ ~ller has f~rgotten his 

s.ocial responsibilities. His deeds constitute treachery 
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to the society and to the country as a whole. However, 

those cyl.inder heads are for the Army Air Poree. They're 

put in the military planes and to be operated by the pi

lots. It means that Joe Keller also must be responsible 

tor the safety of those pilots, because they are the mem

ber of his society, too. 

At last, we may conclude that actually Joe Xeller 

has a great social responsibilities. His social position 

in the society gives him a greater responsibility either 

to his society or to his country as a whole. He should 

~~ responsible to the people o~tside·his home as well as 

in. his own home. He also should be responsible for. his 

society's interests and :tor hie country·'e expectations of 

him.. But in fact, Joe Keller has denied his social res

ponsibilities. He makes use of the war situation to get 

protit and to earn as mu ch money as possible from his 

business. 

OLLER: Chris •••• Chris, I did i~ tor you, it was a 
chance and I took it for you. I'm sixty .. -,;: one years 
old·, when would I have another chance to make some
thing to1: you? Sixty-one years old rou don·•t get a
nother chance, do ya? (Act Two: 115). 

He thinks that the war is the time tor him · ·to gain his 

fortune and lucky. So he tries hard to use· the chance . . 

which comes to him to make money tor his family. However, 

~is responsibil~tY. for hi~ family's needs 

neglected his social responsibilities. 

causes him 

r'":,•:' 

·. :.; 
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3.3. !'ate: Keller 

She is in her early ti.tti.es. late is Joe Xeller 's 

wile. She is a woman o.t uncontrolled inspira t:ions and an 

·o'Verwhelmtng capicityr ~or love. Sha loves both ~ her 

sons, Chris and Ie.rryr, so muc:h. It can be seen through 

her refusal to confront the tact ot Iarryr' a death. 
- . 

KOJ!BER: Ba'a not dead, so there's no argument! How 
come! (Act One: 82). -

. . 
MO!l!HER: Because if he's not coming back, then., I '11 
kill IIQ'Sel.tJ (Act One: 7.3). 

Shebeli.eves that Iarry is still alive somewhere. She is 

so sure that. Iarry will come back as a mazr, reported in 
-

Bewapape.r, who turned up after missing in the war. 

la. te 1s a woman who baa strong be.lie:tes . in astrogi

cal cases. !o make sure herselt about Ia~'s :ta~e, she 

as.ks someone to aake a horoscope. She wants "to kn.ow is 

whether November twenty-tilth was a faYourable clay tor 

Jarry. It's the clay when Iarrr was reported missing. If' 

1lovember twenty-fifth was Iarry's fa,:ourable day, then it 

would practically impossible for him to have died on that 

day. In other words, it's completely possible Iarry's 

ali'Ve somewhere. This is Kate's hope. 
. . -

DI,t,ER: Oh, Kate asked you to nake a horoscope? 
l~B~ ; leah~ she wants to find ou_t is whether Hovem!9 
ba:r .. twenty-tifth was a favoural)le day for Jarry., (Act 
One: 60). 
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Her conviction that Iarry is still alive confirmed by 

1?1Jl 1S failure to marry .. Kate· thinks 'that Ann's failure 

to marry is the evidence of her similar faith in Iarry's 

survival. This fact, however, pro~okes a difficulty for 

Chris who wants to marry Ann Deever. She doesn't allow 
,: 

her son, Chris, to marry Ann Deever because the girl is 

Iarry'a fiancee. More than that, her agreement for the 

marriage between Chris and Ann Deever means the signal of 

the end of her hope. That is why, Kate will never allow 

Chris to marry Ann Deever. 

CHRIS: And I'm his brother and he ts dead, and I'm 
ma~rying his girl. 
MO'?HER: Never, never in this world! 
CHRIS: Mother, Mother -
MO~: Wait, wait -
CHRIS: How long ?' How long ? 
MOTHER, rolling out of her: Till he comes; for ever 
and ever till he comes! (Act Two: 113). 

The quotation clarifies Kate's viewpoint about Ia.rry. She 

persists in defending her beliefs that exactly Iarry is 

alive. Her statement, "wait, wait -" indicates that- Kat"e 

is still waiting for Iarry's coming. Besides,.· she wants 

to prevent Chris in order to not to continue his intent

ion to marry Ann Deever. Because, Kate's so sure that 

Iarry is still alive and she hopes he will come back soon. 

late understands that Iarry is a pilot and she has 

known it her son's reported missing in the· war mission. 

However, it is very hard for Kate to confront the reality. 

RUJUKAN PENDIDIKAN 
IVilLI.K 1 

FISIP - UNAIR 
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Ie.rry is her own son. And as a mother, late wlll never 

accept the fact of her son's death. She realizes that 

Iarey's reported missing with his airplane. But, Kate 

believes that Iarry's just missing and he will· turn up 

someday. Eventhough Chris had tried to make sure Kate 

about Iarry•s· death, she always refuse~ to.accept the fact. 

Being confrontated by Chris continuously, she said 

that if Iarry's dead, it means his father killed him. 

MO'!HER: .Alto4ether! To Chris, but not facin4 them: 
Yo~ brothers alive, darling, because if hes dead, 
your father killed him. Do you understand me now? 
.As long as ·you live, that.boy is alive. God does not 
let a son be killed by his father. Now you see, don't 
you? ?low you see. (Act Two: 114). 

The abov.e quotation shows us that her refusal to accept 

the fact o.t her son's death 1s based on h.,r own conviction 

that God will never let a son be killed .·by his father. 

Her statement, however, impresses us that late as if:knows 

something dealing with her husband, Joe Keller. To know 

more about it, let's see her conversation with George. 

MOTHER: Well, sure ••• To George: I mean ··except. for 
that flu. George stands perfectly still. Well, it 
slipped my mind, don't look at me that way. He wanted 
to go to the shop but he couldn't lift himself ott the 
bed. (Act Two: 111). 

It indicates that Kate actually knows what had happened 
. . 
with Joe Xeller and his business .Pl:lrtner, Steve Deever • 

. 
At tbat time, Steve found tomething wrong with the cylin-
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der heads. They out of process with some defects. Then, 

he called Joe Keller to come to the factory. But,Joe,Xe

ller never came to the factory. On the phone Joe Keller 

told Stev.e to weld, cover up the cracked cylinder heads 

and ship them out to the Army A 1r :rorce. !ba t·~a. the .taet·. 

In.. :!ro~t; o~ George., Kate tried to hide her husband •s evil 

or guilty-. She said that Joe Keller actually wanted to 

go to the factory but he couldn •t lift himself off the bed. 

Clearlr·, Kate knows that Joe Keller told St-.eve Deever to 

ship the defect! v.e parts of airplane engine to the Army. 

But she tells a lie in front of' Steve Deever 's son. And 

now, when she fa eonf'ronted by Chris, late reveals her 

husmnd 's guilty, finally. 

Indeed, Kate never knows that the cracked cylinder 

heads to be put in the P-40 only. She j\lst knows that Joe 

Keller told his business partner to ship those detective 

parts out to the Army Air Force. She thinks tha 1i if Iarry 

is dead, ot course, it must be caused by the cracked. cy

linder heads. That is why, she said that Joe Keller must 

be responsible for it. 

However, it is very hard for Jrate to say the real 

fact. It makes a aonflict in her mind finally. First, if 

she doesn •t reveal her husband's guilty, she will not.have 
. . 

any reason to forbid Chris who wants to narry Ann Deever. 

It means that she should confront the fact of' Iarry•s 
. 
death, and let Chris to marry·Ann.Deever. Second, it she 
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says the real fact, it will reveal her husband's guilty. 

That is really Irate Keller's inner conflic·t. 

At last, we see that Kate prefers to reveal her 

husband's guilty than to accept the fact of Larry's death. 
' . 

In this case, her feeling as a mother dominates her mind. 

Her decision to reveal Joe Keller's guilty is her final 

card to prevent the marriage between Chris and Ann Deever 

whieb will signal the end of her hope. 

Kate's confession is clearly going to force Joe 

Keller into the corner. Because, it DBkes Chris wants to 

know more about the truth. Then, Xete tries to seduce Joe 

Keller in order to confess his guilty and explain all of 

things which ever happened to his son, Chris. Kate real

izes that Chris will always conf'ront her and Joe Keller 

as lODg as he doesn 't :tind the c-lear an,wer :ret. Really, 

his de1terminat1on to con.t·ront his mother is more caused 

by Kate's obstinacy that always refuses to accept the 

.tact of Iarry's death. But Kate is finally defeated by 

a letter which Ann now reveals, a letter in which the 

missing son bad announced his intention of committing su

icide. because o~ his fath_er'a action. 

MOTHER, as she sees ANB taking a letter from· her poc
ket: Wba t 1s that .., 
A.NB; .•.•• I thought I'd show it. to you only if there 
wa.e no other way to. settle Iarry· in your mind 
McmtER: Iarry? Snatches letter from .ANIJ's hand • 
.lbllll.: _ft4 wrote it to me just before - MOTHER opens and 
. ~gµis to read letter. (Act !hree: 1??) ... 
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late reads Iarry •s letter .trom Ann that's written at the 

day before he died. After reading it, she realizes that: 

her son really has already died. Iarry· committed suicide 

because he's ashame oE her father's ac~ion. And Iate a

ccept the fact of her. son's death finally. 

3.4. Chris Keller 

He is thirty-two years old; the older gon of Joe 

Keller. Like his father, Chris solidly build, a listener, 

Be is a man of capable immense affection and loyalty. 

During the war, he joined up . the military service. Now 

he is working at his father's factory. Chris loves his 

parents a great deal, especially his father. 

ANN: You're the only one who loves his parents. 
(A ct One: 83) • 

Chris is a millitant idealist. He reV'ers the 

principle of universal brotherhood and human responsibil

ity. Bis beliefs or idealism is partly as a result of 

the self-sacrifice of men in the war and partly as a 

result ot his own culpability for the death of all the· 

members of h.1s company during the war. 

CHRIS: Everything was being destroyed, ·see, but it 
see.med·· t.o me that one new ·thing ·was made. A · kind of 
responsibility. Man for Man. (act One: 85). 
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Chris is distinct with his father, Joe Keller. Se 

is not fully a materialist. He doesn •t. assault capital -
. 

ism, but he merely wishes to be able to endorse it wi tbout 

guilt. His bitter experience during the war where he 

loss almost all th~ members of his platoon., gives much 

influences upon his mind and personality. As a company 

eomnander he feels unfair to let his soldiers die, while 

he himsel~ to be a surTivor. This fact causes him feels 

guilty. He always thinks that it is wrong for him to be 

alive and use everything that came out of other man's sa

crif'icion. 

ORRIS: I felt wrong to be alive, to open bank book, 
to drive new car, to see the new refrigeratob. ( Act 
One: 85.). 

Chris works at his factory's now. They get. money 

and profits from that business, but Chris still feels that 

way. He doesn't able to flee himself from feeling guilty. 

The fact tba t he has refused to allow his father to add 

his name to that of the family firm is indicative of his 

own guilty conscience. 

OLLER, breaking in: All right.1 forget it, forget it. 
I want a clean start for you, Chris. I · want a new 
sign over the plant - Christopher Keller, Incorpora-
ted. · · · 
CHRIS, a little uneasily: J.O •. .Ieller is good enough. 

Sometimes, if he remembers what had happened with his 
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platoon, he is conscience - stricken. Chris often feels 

ashamed of everything he got from his father's business. 

Actually, Chris doesn't know the real story about 

his father's deeds. "Tell me George. What happened?'' He 

knows that both of Joe Keller and his business partner, 

Steve Deever, were arrested and to be put in jail. But at 

the trial Joe Keller throw the blame on Steve Deever and 

he's exonerated finally. Chris thinks that it is not Joe 

Keller, but Steve Deever who bad shipped the cracked cy

linder heads to the Army Air :Poree. And Chris assumes 

that his father's innocent. 

CHRIS: The man is innocent, Ann. Remember he was 
falsely ace.used one and it put him through hell. 
(A.ct Two: 95). 

!!he quotation emphasizes that Chris really doesn't ·know 

that his father had done a crime action. Chris doesn't 

understand that Joe Keller had denied his social respon

sibilities by shipping the cracked cylinder heads to the 

Army and throwing the blame on somebody else. Chris •s an 

idealist who adores the principle of human responsibility. 

So he will never let a person to violate the order. This 

means that eYenthough Chris loves his father, but he will 

· never _forgive him if his father .do. a· violation to the 

order. 

AD: Chris, I know how much you love him,but it would 
neTer -.. 
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Both of Ann Deever and Chris Keller love each 

~ther, 11Ann I love you. I love you a great deal." (Act 

·One: 84). But, Ann realizes that Chris's mother, Kate 

Keller, will never permit them. to get married. A.nn .Dee-

ver understands what Kate's reason is. She is Iarey 's 

tiancee, and Kate believes her son is still alive. 

However, Ann Deever is a sensitive girl. She does 

not want. to hurt Kate. Even though she knows about Jarry 's 

death but, she doesn't reveal it to Kate directly. Ann 

loves her fiencee but, Jarry has gone. She also adores 

her family but, not to her father, Steve Deever. Ann as

sumes his father as a man who should be responsible over 

her f1ancee 's death. 

AHH: What else· can you say? When they took him away, 
I followed him, went to him every visiting-day. I was 
crying all the time. Until the news came about Jar
ry. Then I realized. It's wrong to pity a man like 
that. Father or no father, there's only one way to 
l9ok at him.. He knowingly shipped out parts tba t 
would crash an airplane. (Act One: 81). 

The quo1a tion shows that Ann 1s a gentle but despite her-

self capabie of holding fast to what she knows. Really, 

she loves his father, Steve Deever. When he was arrested 

and to be put in jail, Ann was crying all the time. Until 

the bad news came a bout her fiancee. Ann loss her fiancee 

and she accuses her own father as the main causal factor. 

Ann thinks that his father knowingly shipped the defective 
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parts ot airplane engine to the Army A:J:r Force. But, she 

doesn't know that his father's ordered by Joe Keller·. She 

doesn •t know the t1•uth. Even she blame her father and 

justify Joe Keller, ."But he was your i:artner, he d1'gged 

you through the mud • 11 (A et One : 81 ) • 

When Ann speaks with Sue B,.yliss, she gets another 

facts. Sue says that everybody knows Joe Keller pulled a 

fast one to get out of jail. And there's not a person on 

the block who doesn't know the truth. .''Now Ann realizes 

that Joe Keller throw the blame on her father. But, her 

love to Chris forces her not to confront Joe Keller. Ev.en 

when he~ brother, George, forbids her to marry Chris by 

saying that Chris's father has made Steve Deever and his 

fam:f.ly suffer, Ann still do nothing. 

GEORGE: You're not going to marry him. 
AD: Why am I not going to marry him '! 
George: Because his father destroyed your family. 
(Act Two: 100). 

It indicates Ann lov.es Chris so much. She doesn't care 

with everything that had happened. But, f inalty she real

izes that he~ willing to_ma.rry with O~ris is still. pre

vented by Chris •s mother, Kate Keller. And 1 t is not an 

easy problem for her. 

Realizing that the pro~le111 is very hard to be solved, 

Ann_de~ides to expose the uncertainty about Iarry's death 

by gi~ing the letter from Jarry to Kate Keller. This is 
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Iarry's letter which is written at the day before he was 

reported missing. Actually, .it is not her purpose to hurt 

lra te Keller. But, she has no other way. 

ANH: I came to get married. I hoped· •••• So I didn't 
bring this to hurt you. I thought I'd show it to you 
only if there was no other way to settle Iarry in your 
mind. (Act Three : 122) • · · 

·The letter given by Ann Deever to late Keller, fi

nally become the main key to reveal the death of Iarry. 

It is explained within the letter that Iarry'd committed 

suicide. He crashed off the cm.st of China November twen

ty-fitth. Bis engine didn't fail him. But he died. More 

than that, it. exposes Joe Keller's guilty, too. Because, 

Iarr:, committed suicide by the reason that he could no~ 

help to take ashame over his father's d,eeds. This means 

that Ann Deever and Ie.rry 's letter play a very important: 
. ' role in exposing or Iarry s death and Joe Keller's guilty. 
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CHAPTER V 

C O N o· L U S I . 0 N 

Arthur Miller's All Mv Sons is a play which has 

often called a social play. It talks much a bout. human life, 

human character and behavi.our. This play also offers the 

lessons 1n causality and the sense of social responsibil -. . 
ity, that is that the consequences of actions are as real 

as the.actions themselves, and that the individual has to 

concede a responsibility for the people. of his ,~society. 

During the war, there occured approximately twenty

one military planes crashed with their pilots. It's found 

out that those incidents had been caused by the cracked 

cylinder heads. Now the society has been wondering seri

ously whose faul.t it might have been because they were not 

attacked by the enemy. It must have been somebody's fault. 

Somebody on the home front must have b9en involved in this 

•murder' case. 

Then, it is known that the cracked cylinder heads 

which cause the crashing o~ twe~~y-one military planes are 

produced by J~~ ~~ler•s ~ac~~~~~- This means that. Joe 

JC~ller is th~ ac~used. ~or co~~ng to the ~1.1_18:~ J~d~~ement, 

we. have to consider his self-interest. and· his _. social res-. . . 

ponsibility_~~rs~ly. Based on the analysis on chapter IV, 

the writer concludes that: 

,85 
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1. Joe lCeller is a strong-willed person. His self-inte

rest is very high. It dominates.his mind and gives 

him motivation, particularly in his economic behav

iour. As a business man, Joe Xe.ller always wants to 

use time and every good chance to make p~ofl t and 

money from his business. 

2. Joe Xeller's social responsibility is extremely weak. 

As a business man, he'd neglected the business ethics. 

And as a member of a sociev he ignored the important. 

things in his relationship with the. people arround 

him. Ha had forgotten them, as he forgot his society 

and his responsibility to his country. 

3. Joe Xeller is guilty. Supported by his strong inte

rest to g~in as much profits as possible and caused 

by his weak social responsibility, Joe Keller express

ly shipped the cracked cylinder heads to the Army. 

4. Joe Xeller committed suicide as the ultimate way to 

prove that he is guilty. And his decision to commits 

suicide is exactly his own final judgement •. ... 

After reading and analysing the play All Mz Sons, 
. ., 

the writer gets the foll~wing ~mpr~ssion on Arthur Miller. 

He ha~ succ~ssfullr_portrayed ~n~ p~~8.!~ted the slice of 

life into his works. .. . .. .. . All Mv Sons :itself reflects some 
• • "' • ~ • - " ••• • • • •• • • • ¥ ... - • 

important problems or aspects of human life, such as: . . . . . . . .. ,.... . . . . .. . . . 
1. A husband, represented by Joe Keller, who adores his 
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tamiiy dearly. He loves his wife and sons, and he is 

responsible for their needs. Re is really a goodhus-
. . 

band and a good ·father, but he fails to be a good man. 

2. The balance of life. Man· is an ind!vidual as well as 

a social being. He has both of his self-interestsand 

social responsibilities. To make a harmonious rela

tionship between self and society, he should be able 

to keep the balance of his self-interests and his so

cial responsibilities. 

3. Suicide as the final decision to run away from the 

life problems is the ~rong way. There is no law or 

religion which will justify the suicide action. It's 

the accursed way that will be committed by an infidel 

or a weak-minded person only. 
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