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BIOGBA PHIC'J.L SXETCH OF ARTHUR MILL'ER 

To compose the biographical sketch or Arthur Miller, 

the writer of this thesis collects the cla ta and .information 

about him and his works from many sources. The eminent 

sources used here include~ the reference books and e~y

c.lop,.edia such· as : The Enc;tcloJ!ledia Americana, The New 

Encyclopaedia Britannica, Modern American PlaYWrights by 

Jean Gould, and The Theater In Our Time. by John Gassner. 

Arthur Miller was born in Manhattan on Oct; 17, 

1915, to Isadore and Augusta Barnett Miller, a conventiom.l 

well to-do Jewish couple. They belone~d to the mi~dle

class community in the bustling industrial borough of the 

sprawling metropolis. 

Young Arthur was hardly studious, but rather athle

tically inclined. As a child he spent hie boyhood playing 

football and baseball, aka ting, swimming and other physic-.... 

al activities. In brief, he is a very physical youth. 

In 1929 the Miller family moved out of Manhattan 

and settled in Brooklyn where :~~er ~~,.~lJ.ered t~e Depress

!~~, .. tho~gh .. ~hf:! __ ~al~. St1:ee~ c~sh, · ·~~ch occured when 

Arthur Miller was fourteen. And by the time Arthur Miller 

graduated hie high school in 1933. Then, he wanted 
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to go to the University of Michigan, but his father could 

not afford to send him to any college. 

lor two and half years• Arthur Miller worked as a 

loader and shipping clerk in an automobile warehouse at 

!!enth Avenue and Sixtieth Street in Manhattan. Since he 

had to take a long subway ride every morning to and from 

work, so he began to read some of the books. A book that 

changed his lite was The Brothers Karamazov. He does not 

know how or why, and all at once believed he was born to 

be a writer. Like most New Yorkers, he'~always enjoyed 

the theater, going to Broadway shows, but now he felt an 

urgent desire to write plays. He's impressed, eventually, 

by Shakespeare, Eugene O'neill, Bertolt Brecht, G.B.Shaw, 

Jean Giraudoux, Sidney Howard, and others. But he attri

butes his chief literary obligation to Henry Ibsen. 

In 1934 Arthur Miller was granted the opportunity 

to go to the University of Michigan. And etghteen months 

atter~·entering the university, he began to write plays

winning the Avery Hopwood Award with his first .effort, !.2 

Villain, a piece written in four days. Winning the prize 

made him c.on.f ident that he could go ahead from there. 

Granted the Bachelor of Arts in 1938, he returned 

to New Yark, worked briefly with the Pederal !heatre Pro-
. . - . . . - . " . - . . ~. . .... 

~ect •.. ~ter lie marrie.~_ Ma~;Y. G~?.~. ~lattey, one of his 

classmate to whom he had become engaged while at Michigan. 
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!h~y settled down to a semi - suburban life in latchogue, 

Long Island. Within a few years their daughter was born 

and in three more years, their son. In this period, Ar

thur Miller wrote plays for radio programs such as the 

Columbia Workshop (CBS) and Camlca~e of America (HBC) 

and also tried to get them produced. 
-· ---------

When World War II came along Arthur Miller ke.pt 

~rom. military service by an old injury. During this war 

he visited numerous army camps to collect materials for 

a movie The ·St.ory o:t GI Joe. Then he published the jour

nal of his tour in book form, entitled Situation Normal, 

in 1944. That year his first Broadway production, ~ 

Man Who Had All the Luck appeared,·and followed by a no

vel, locus. By the time he completed All My Sons, he'd 

won many prizes: two Hopwood Awards for the plays No Vi

lla in ( 1936) and Honors at Down ( 193 7) , A Theatre Guild 

Bureau of New National Award -ror The Man Who Ha.d All the 

Luck (1944). He won the New York Drama Critics Circle 

Awards for All My Sons (1947) and for Death of Salesman 

(1949), a Pulitzer Prize for Salesnan, and the Antoinette 

Perry Award ~or The Crucible (1953). 

In 1949 Arthur Miller's named an "Outstanding Fa

ther or the Year"; and awarded an honorary degree at his 

alma niater (1956). In 1958 he's elected to the National 

Institute o~ Arts and Letters, which voted him its Gold 
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Medal for Drama the following year. Pr.om 1965 to 1969 

he served as president of P.E.H •• an international lite

rary organization. :&'inally, to crown his good fortune, 

·Arthur Miller married Marilyn Monroe in 1956 after di

~orcing his first wife. 

Unluc.kily, in the decade of 1950s the dif:ticul ties 

had begun one after another.. Started by the contract con

cellation, then followed by the refusal of State Depart~ 

ment for gi~ing him a passport to go abroad, the dr.opping 

of his script-writing plan by th9 Investigation Oommissi

cner were the proof of his misfortune. 

In 1955 he published his A View from the Bridge and 

A Memory of !!!wo Mondays and a number of essays and stories. 

His dif orce from Marilyn Monroe, and his marriage to Inge

borgh Morath in 1962 able him to firiish his After the 

Zill, Incident at Vichy followed· in less ·. than a year • 

!hese two plays were produc.ed by the Lincoln Center Reper

tory Theater in 1964. 

Now, Arthur Miller with his wife live in Roxbury, 

Oonecticut., where he spends most of his time writing in a 

semi-sepa~te studio. However, Arthur Mille~ is a popular 

playwrigh~, because he_has the touch of common speech 

_min.~l~~ wit~ _d~moc~ti:_c_ .. !~~a~ism!_.Po~t.ic ~x.J?ression, and 

an.ancient peop~e~s. capacity !or 1mderstanding the 

anguish of the soul. 
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