
CHAPTER III 

ANALYSIS 

Although Blanche Dubois's obsession can be traced 

through several element Qn this play. I will only limit 

on three elements of the play. They are plot, setting 

and characterization. From my study, I believe that 

Blanche Dubois's problem or suffering are clearly 

revealed through these elements. 

111.1 Plot 

The sequence of events are arranged in chrono

logically in which . they are able to reveal the 

inferiority feeling of Blanche Dubois. The sequences of 

events are : 

. 1. Blanche Dubois visits her sister, Stella Kowalski 

who lives in Elysian Fields a New Orleans. 

2. When Blanche has entered the Kowalski's 

'she criticizes her sister's place which is 

comfortable enough for her. She scolds Stella 

not telling her about its real condition. 

home, 

not 

for 

J. Blanche tells Stella that she is taking a long 

"leave" from teaching because her work is very 

exhausting. 
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4. Blanche Dubois tells Stella her struggles in hold

ing Belle Reve, taking care of their sick parents 

and relatives, and all her burden she has carried 

all by herself. Dijt she can not save Delle Reve 

since she can not pay all the debts. 

5. When Stella is crying and goes into bathroom, 

Blanche Dubois meets Stanley Kowalski. He questions 

her about her past marriage which makes her sick. 

6. Stella informs her husband the reasons of Blanche's 

coming to visit them and the lost of Belle Reve. 

7. Being suspicious Stanley insists her wife to search 

Blanche's belongings which she keeps in her trunk. 

8. Blanche explains the loss of Belle Reve by showing 

the papers and documents concerning the place. 

9. In the following night, after Blanche and Stella 

return from watching a film, Blanche meets Mitch, 

a friend of Stanley who is playing poker in 

Kowalski' s home. 

10. Stanley becomes angry because Mitch has left the 

poker game tor a long time in order to chat 

Blanche. He becomes more furious especially 

Blanche and Mitch are dancing while the music 

the radio is turned on laudly. 

11. Stanley throws the radio and hit Stella who 

to stop him. 

with 

since 

from 

tries 
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12. Blanche is shocked knowing that Stella still loves 

and return to Stanley after his bad conduct to his 

wife. 

lJ . Stella convinces Blanche that anything can happen 

when a man drinks and play poker. However, nothing 

is serious. 

14. Blanche urges her sister to face the real fact that 

she is married with madman. She force Stella to 

leave out from him. 

15 . Blanche also tells Stella that Stanley is like an 

animal in which their conversation ar e heard by 

Stanley and he does not say anything to them. 

16. I n  the days following, Blanche plans to date Mitch 

and gr adually "traps" him. 

17. Blanche tells Stella that She really likes Mitch. 

She plans to decieve him about her real age, so 

that Mitch will be attracted in order Mitch Jove to 

her by thinking that Blanche is not that old. 

18. Blanche explains to Mitch how much Stanley hates 

her very mu�h. She also tells him about her past 

story partaining to her young husband's suicide. 

19. In mid September, Stella prepares a surpr ise on 

Blanche's birthday. 

20. Stanley keeps picking on Blanche's 

-- --..___ _  
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his wife and tries to reveal that Blanche has been 

deceiving them, but Stella doesn' t believe him. 

21. Stanley informs his wife that Mitch won't come to 

Blanche' s birthday party which upsets Stella, 

22. Blanche can not understand why Mitch does not come 

t o  her party. 

2J. After Blanche' s birthday party, Stanley becomes 

angr y since his wife commands him to clean the 

t ab l e ,  a request that has never done before. 

24. Blanche recieves a birthday present from Stanley, a 

bus ticket back to Laurel. Not strong enough to 

face this Stella feels the symptoms that she is 

going to deliver the baby and has to be brought to 

the hospital. 

25. The following night, Mitch visits Blanche telling 

her that he will not see her anymore. 

26. Mitch also convinces her that he will not marry 

her, because she has decieved him and has told her 

'that she is not clean enough to bring in his house 

with his mother. 

27. Blanche is shocked, she screams to Mitch to leaves 

immediatly. 

28. After Mitch leaves, Blanche has drunk rather 

heavily. 
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29. S tanley returns f rom the hospi tal and explai n to 

her that hi s w i f e  i s  i n  good condi ti on and the baby 

won' t come befo re morni ng. 

J O . Blanche i s  very f ri ghtened when S tanley reveals all 

the truth about her, parti cularly when she was i n  -

L au rel and her reason for "vi si ti ng" them. 

J l .  S t anley rapes Blanche. 

J 2. T h e  doctor takes Blanche to mental i nsti tuti on. 

This play i s  i ntroduced by th e arri val of Blanche 

Du bois to her sister, S tella K owalski 's place. From the 

way she dresses, Blanche acts as i f  she were pure and 

innocent. The exposi ti on i s  i ntroduced i n  this scene by 

intr od u cing the place ( cosmopoli tan ci ty, busy town) 

and some of the characters ( S tanley, Blanche Dubois, 

S tella Euni ce, and Mi tch) and f i nally confli cts or 

problems. 

The confli cts occu r at the moment Blanche enters 

S tella' s place. Blanche' s a rri val has effected S tella' s 

f ami ly and th e peo ple arou nd he r. B lanche does not tell 

the tr u t h  abou t her real self, her gu i lts and her past 

life in Belle Reve and later i n  Laurel. S he tri es to 

displace her pai nf ul! thought i n  the past an� i n  the 

present to others. H er thought i s  di strubed when she 

saw th e condit i on of her sister' s place , I t  i s  against 

her beaut ifull dream, thu s she tri es so hard to 
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influ ence her sister like what she really imagined. We 

can see how B lanche critiz es Stella's house. Which 

according to her is not good en ough to live i n  or we 

can say it is not appropriate with her dream that have 

ever b een possessed b efore. In this c�se, Blanche's 

o b sessi o n  t o  live i n  R omant ic World is very strong 

even thou gh her obsession caused many problem in 

S t anley's house. 

Because of all these, Blanche must conceal her 

failu re in the past by telling lies, doing tricks, 

myths, and pretendi n g  in order her obsession will come 

tru e or at least, the society will accept her world 

anymor e.  Blanche even lies to her own sister about her 

no t b eing a teacher anymore. Accord ing t o  her, she 

st ops teaching d ue to her being exhausted of becoming a 

teacher . S he teels S tell a by pretending to b e  the best 

and b usy teacher. She does no t tell St ella that 

act u al J y  she is fired and is asked to leave Laurel 

for e ve r . Blanche has d isgraced her self b y  her love 

affairs ,  moreov• r, after attempting to sedure her 

st u d en t ,  a boy of seventeen . 

Blanche will tell the truth only when she thinks 

necessary, su ch as the lost of D elle Reve, t he deat hs 

of t he �u bois 'siste rs' parents and rel at ives. S he has 

t o  t el l  t he tru th b ec au se the only fact concerni ng __ _ 
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Be 11 e Rev e  is due to the debts that she can never 

paid . 

Blanche does not want people to know or quess her 

age , because she does n ot want to grow older. S he 

always obs esses to become the Belle of the plantation , 

t he perfect and beautiful girl who is admired by all 

the youn g  men there - a t ime in the past before the 

t ragedy of the S outhern Plantation. Therefore, she is 

alway s avoi ds direct s unlight on bright light when 

meet ing people, parti cularly Mitch. S he obsesses to be 

y oun g and beaut i ful. 

S t ella 

Blan che 

It' s drivL that he has. Y ou' re st anding in 

the light Blanche t 

Oh, am I !  

( S he. moves out of the yellow st reak of light . 

S tella has remov ed her dress and put on a 

light blue satin Kimono) .  

( Tennessee Willi am, 1 9 4 7 , 64 ) 

Kn owin g Blanche' s  stories, S tella realizes Blanche' s 

su ffer i n gs, S tella always believes whatever. stor y she 

t e l l s  her whether it is true or a lie , 

Blan che is decei ving Mitch as wel l i n  or der t o  

at t ract him . S he refuses drinking beer when Mitch 

offers on e by denyin g  that she hates beer. S he wan ts to 
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convin ce Mit ch t hat she is a good inn ocent girl who 

n ever performs a harmful t hing on her life. Blanche 

wan ts to make sure t hat her arrival is t o  help her 

sister from t he rundown. Blanche believes, by t elling 

Mitch that St ella can not adapt herself in t his new 

world which is dif ferent from Belle Reve. I n  realit y, 

it is Blan che who can n ot adj ust herself with t he "New" 

world . 

Mi tch 

Blan che 

Mitch 

Blan che 

(adj u st ing the lantern) I gu es we st rike you 

as being a pret ty rough bunch. 

I ' m  very adapt able - t o  circumstances. 

Well, t hat 's a good t hing t o  be. · You are 

visit ing Stanley and St ella. 

Stella hasn't been se well lat ely, and I come 

d own to help her for a while, she is very 

ru ndown. 

F rom that qu otat ion, we can see how Blanche act s t o  can 

vin c e  M itch' t hat she can survive event hou gh she live in 

Roman ti c  World. · I n  t his case Blanche t ried so hard to 

get ri d of in Romant ic World in her life, she was su re 

that her world could su rvive on it, bu t act ually her 

world her already displaced. 

Blan che really decieves St ella' s life and 

people like Mit ch by all her lies. She realizes 

ot her 

t hat 
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s he is not a good woman, and believe s that people will 

ridicule and insult her if they know the truth. To 

avoid this, she has to pretend to be good, and well 

behaved. On the contrary, S tanle y who likes be ing trank 

realiz es Blanche ' s  ex iste nce and influence on his 

family and frie nds. Act� ally, he is willing to acce pts 

B lanche, as long as she behave s normally by being 

hones t about herse lf. He understand Blanche as a human 

being, but he can not tolerate her telling lies , 

and unde ris timating his place, friends and wife. 

Blanche' s  obsession make S tanley hate her. This 

con f lict become s comp licate d whe n �lanche has re ally 

interf ere with his contentment. As he plays a poker 

game with his frie nd, Mitch le ave s him and talk to 

Blan che for a long time . By neglecting the game, Mitch 

and Blanche have disturbed the playe rs by turning on 

the radio loudly. Stanle y can not stand this any 

longer , he throws the radio and hits his wife who is 

try i ng to s top him. 

Mitch I gue s ; that s ome of them are more intere sted 

in othe r things. 

Blanche How ve ry right you are! their literary 

heritage is n ot what most of them trae sure 

above all else. But the y ' re sweet thing' s and 

in the s pring, it' s  touching to notice them 
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making their firs t discovery of love ! As if 

nobod y had ever known it before (the bathroom 

door opens and Stella comes ou t. Blanche · -

continou s talking to Mitch) Oh ! Have you 

finished? wait - I ' ll turn on the radio. 

(Stanley talks fiercely throu gh the portieres 

i nto the bedroom. He crosses to the small 

white radio and su atches it off the table. 

With a s hou ted oath he tossess the instru ment 

ou t the wind ow) . 

F rom that qu otation, we can see that Stanley's 

contentment is d istru bed by Blanche's illu sion so that 

he can not concentratin g o n  his game. Stan l ey belongs 

to t h e k ind of peopl e who w i ll d estroy an ybod y who 

tries to interfere with his person al affairs. 

After learning the f act, Blanche is very shocked 

when Stell a comes back to Stanley. Blanche considers 

the ' scene a seri ou s  pr oblem but Stella sees it as some 

common, thing that happens when a man is d r i� king and 

pl aying poker at the s ame time. She convinces Blanche 

that ther e is nothing to worry abou t. I n  this matter, 

Blanche doesn't real ize that she has cau sed trou bl e  

i n  her sister' s place. On the other hand, she is 

p e r s u a d i ng Stella to leave her hu sband and start a new 
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l ife . 
I 

S tanl e y  i s  "mad" and the re fore de se rve s no pity 

or love any longe r. B lanche tri e s  to convince S te l l a 

that S tanle y i s  a " primi ti ve "  an animal man. Ape - like , 

sub- human and the survivor of the slone age . What 

Blanche done i n  this - case , is to pe rsuade he r siste r 

not to follow S tanle y' s wor l d. He is not de se rve to be 

he r wi f e ,  he i s  diffe re nt from he r world that e ve r  had 

before . 

I n  the followi ng days, B lanche p lans to date 

Mitch. Be fore he ( Mitch) come s to S te l la; s place , 

Blanche i nfo rme s S te lla about he r p lan in de civing 

Mitch. B l anche is ve ry se nsitive about he r own age and 

he r appe arance , she is afraid if M itch will not like 

her be cause of he r appe arance and he r age , the refore 

she prefe rs no to te ll he r re al age to Mitch. 

S te l l a Why are you se nsitive about your age ? 

Blanche· : Be cau se of hard knocks my vanity' s bee n  given 

What I me an i s  - he thinks I' m sort of - pirms 

and p rope r ,  you know ! ( she laughs out 

sharply)  I want to de cie ve him e nough to make 

him -want me • • . .  

( Te nne ssee William, 1 94 7 , 7 3 ) 

The quotation above shows that Blanche has i nne r 

conf l ict about he r own appe arance , she is worrie d i f  
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Mi tch will not love her, that's why sh e tries so hard 

to ge t rid of it. Her obsession to be beautiful woman 

l i ke i n  the past is still shadowing her mind, in this 

case, she will tell a lie about she real age if someone 

asks her about the real age. 

Eventually, Stanley knows all Blanche's tri cks, 

lies and conceits. H e  feels that the existence of 

Blanche has ruined his family's unharmony, whether 

between his wife and his friends. S tanley also feels 

that St ella is. paying more attention to Blanche's need 

as if S tella t ake a prerioty for Blanche ' s  need so that 

his posit ion on his place has been moved by Blanche's 

obsessi on. And this prob lem achieve the climax when· 

St ella order her husband to clean the table . I n  which 

it is nev er happened before. S tanley becomes very 

angry , he emphasizes that he is the king of his own 

place and he will rule his place a s  he pleases . 

St ella You r  face and yo� r fi ngers ar e disg ustingly 

greasy. Go and wash up and then help me clear 

the table. ( he hurls a plate to the floor) 

S t anle y That's how I 'll clear the table ! (H e seizes 

her arm) . Don't ever talk ever talk that way 

to me ! "pig- polak- disgusting- vulgar- greasy ! " 

them kind of words have been on your tongue 
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and you r sist e r's too much ar ound he re ! What 

do yo two think you are ? A pair of que e n? 

R e me mbe � what Hue y L ong said " E ve ry man is a 

king! " .  And I a m  the kins around he re , so 

don't forge t it (He hurls a cup and saucer t o  

the floor) .  My place is cle are d !  you want me 

t o  cle ar your place s? • •  

( Te nne sse e William, 1 947 , 8 2 ) 

F rom time to t ime St anley has t old hi s wife that 

Blanche ' s  storie s are not t ru e .  Blanche has bee n  fee d

ing some tricks, illusion, conce it and li e s  to t he m  but 

Ste lla doe s not be lie ve t he m. St anle y t rie s t o  re ve al 

all Blanche ' s  past se cre t s  and affairs whe n in L aure l 

by gat he ring informat ion f rom t he pe ople who use d to go 

t o  Laure l. Me anwhile , Bla nche kee ps on t e lling lie s t o  

Mitch, by saying th at she has ne ve r be e n  kisse d by some 

fe llows and she wants to le ave t he e xhau st ing j ob, 

conce aling t he f act that she has to quit te aching due 

to he � mixing up: wit h seve nt een ye ar old boy. 

Aft e r  knowing n la nche ' s  obse ssion, Mitch come t o  

se e B lanche , he want to convince that he was not marry 

he r anymore . Since Mit ch mee ts Blanche , he neve r se e s  

h e r  i n  the light. That's why he urge Blanche t o  t urn on 
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t he l i ght so that he wil l  know how her appearan ce he 

has because everytime he asks her to go out in the 

after noon she al ways excuse. When Stanl ey turn on t he 

light , Blan che l ooks ol der than Mitch imagin e.  

Blan che ' s  obsession to be perfect woman has already 

revealed ofter Mitch turn on the light, Blan che real ly 

c oul d not hide her obsession an ymore and fin ally she 

confess t o  M i tch t hat she i s  un f it for an y position but 

i n  ot her hand , she has obsession in ord er her wor ld 

could be accepted by t he society again . Or at least t he 

societ y could take a balan ce between her wor l d  and 

mater ial woild. She real izes that she has n owhere to go 

an d makin g an y tri cks. i t e r , il l usi on an d obsession are 

t he t hings that she can in troduce her world to the 

soci et y and accepted it again . B l anche admi t s  t hat she 

consi d er s  Mitch on l y  as an escape out of lone- liness. 

H owev er , Mitch blames Blan che due t o  her lyin g anyt ime 

to him an d he deci des n ot to marry her because she is 

no t ' c l ean enough to br ing in his house wit h his mother . 

M i t c h (fumblin g to embrace her) . What I been 

B l an che 

Mitch 

missing al l summer. 

Then mar ry me, Ml tchl 

I don ' t  think I wan t to marry your an ymore. 

No? 
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( dr oppi ng h i s  h ands f r om h e r  wai st ). Y ou' re 

not cl e an e nough t o  b r i ng i n  t h e  h ouse w i t h  

my mot h e r .  

(Te nne sse e W i l l i am, 1974 , 8 6 ) 

F rom t h at quot at i on ,  M i t ch f i nal l y  de ci de s  t o  br e ak h i s  

re lat ionsh i p  wi t h  B l anch e be cause M i t ch r e al i z e s  t h at 

Blanch e h as dar e d  t o  say l i ar ,  t r i ck and i l l usi on t o  

h im i n  M it ch � i mse l f always t e l l s  t h e  t r ut h t o  h e r .  S h e  

dare s t o  do t h at be f ore sh e be come s h i s  wi fe and wh at 

about i f  she h as al r e ady be come h i s  wi f e , maybe more 

t h an t h a t , t h at ' s  wh y he  bre ak s h i s  re l at i onsh i p  wi t h  

h e r. 

M it ch 's d e par t ure i n  t h at mi se r abl e condi t i on 

cause s B l anch e g r e at pai n and di sappoi t me nt .  S h e  dr i nk s  

v e r y  h e avil y and t al ks l oudly t o  h e r se l f. At t h at t i me ,  

S t anl e y  e nt e r s  and t e l l s  h e r  t h at baby won't come 
. 

be fore morni ng and so t h e doct or h as se nt h i m  h ome . 

De sp i t e  t h e fact t h at S t anl e y  h as k nown e ve r yt h i ng 

abou t Blanch e , .sh e  st i ll l i e s  t o  h i m. Wh e n  S t anl e y  

c o me s  h ome f r om t h e  h ospi t al ,  B lanch e di r e ct l y  i nf or ms 

t o  h im t h at sh e h as j ust r e ci e ve d  an i nvit at i on f rom 

M r . S h e p  l lunt e l i gh t o  j oin h i m  f or a cr u i s e  t o  Th e 

Ca r r i be a n . S h e  e ve n  t e lls S t anl e y  t h at M i t ch h as c n me 

t o  h e r  be g h e r  forg ive ne ss; b y  se nding h e r  a box of 
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ros es . But s he has s ent him away s ince ' accord ing to her 

" Delib erate cruelty is not forgivable". All thes e 

lyings ar e d enied by Stanley s ince he has already known 

her tr i cks s ince s he came to his place. He blames her 

t hat all her atti tud es on his place as if s he were the 

q ueen of the Nile. Thes e make Stanley urge to d es troy 

her i n  ord er his world is not d es troy ed by her world 

mor eov er, mis und ers tand ing, unharmony on his family d o  

no t oc c ur any more. T hat's why he thinks that it might 

not be too bed to interfer e with Blanche and finally he 

rap es her . 

D lan che I would ! I will if you 

Stanley Oh!  s o  y ou want s ome rough hous e !  All right, 

let's have s ome rough hous e ( H e s prings 

toward her, overturning the table. She cries 

out and s trikes at him with the bottle top 

but he catch her wris t) Tiger - tiger! D rop 

the bottle- top ! Drop it! We' ve h ad this d ate 

with eac h other from the beginning ! 

( She means . The bottle- top falls . She s in� s 

to her knees . li e picks up her iner t figur e 

and carries to the bed . The hot trumpet and 

d r ums fr om the f our Deuces s ound loud ly) . 

(Tennes s ee Wi llia m, 1 9 74 , 8 9 ) 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI BLANCHE DUBOIS 'S OBSESSION... Margono 



42 

Stanley who can no longer stand Blanche' s obsession, 

is tempted to shake her up from her dreams. R aping her 

is th e only way to bring Blanche to reality. Two things 

have happened as the r esolution of the pla y .  Blanch e 

c an n o t  surv ive in th e real wor ld. In the past ha d 

tempte d many men becau se she had been afraid she had 

l ost her attr activeness and charms toward men and her 

obse ssion could not come true. 

nowever when a man like Stanley Kowalski is 

attr acted physically to her, despite his hatr ed 

r egar di ng Blanche ' s  make believes, Dlanche is 

sha tte r ed i nto pieces. l ier obsession to be l i v ing i n  

th e wo r ld of the past as th e southern Belle ha s bee n 

de st ro ye d a fter her being raped. The ma n she ne eds 

ha s l e f t  her , and s he d oes not ex pect another man ,  

p ar ticula r ly Stanley, to take with place . She ha s 

nobody to hang on, she h as nowhere to go. She is 

ruin ed , an d her onl y place she can go is the mental 

in st i tutio n .  

F rom those expla ina tion above, we can take a 

conclusion that Blanche is symbolizing some of the 

south p e op le who sti l l love her wor ld (bes t cu ltur e ) . 

S he i s  n o t  r ea l  character b ut she r epresen t the society 

who it s culture lost as result of mater ia lism i n  

the n o r th. Because of this, this people ' s  mind wer e 
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dist u r bed, they felt humilated , they ob sessed i n  or der 

t hei r wor ld cou ld exi st anymor e i n  the soci ety. That' s 

why t hey per formed some efforts to make thei r obsession 

become tru e  or at least the society r eali zed that 

Blan che's wor ld cou ld g i ve some happin ess besides 

ma ter i al,  so that i t  is ki nd of r emi ndi ng to the 

soci ety n ot to leave their best cu ltu r e  en tir� ly. 

1 1 1 . 2  C haract e ri za t i on 

P hysi cally B lanche D uboi s i s  not mor e than J O  

years old, but si n ce t here ar e some wri nkles on her 

face, she looks o ld er . B ecause o f  t hi s  Blan che real i z es 

t hat her beauty has faded away. She feels lost 

her on ly weap on l n  faci ng t he real world i s  by 

because 

bei ng 

young and beau t i ful. T herefore, she tri es to concea l 

her app earance from bei ng exposed t o o  str ong .  Blanche 

i s  most concer ned i n  her app earan ce, becau se she does 

not want anybody, esp eci al ly men, to see her wr i nkless. 

Blan che believes complete l y  that wri nkles ar e si g ns of 

old a g e  and ug li ness. B lanche reali z es that the on ly 

way to attract men' s attenti o n  i s  thr ough physi cal 

app ear ances. It i s  her i ntenti on to "try" M i tch by 

undressi ng i n  the room wi th t he li g ht on, so that Mi tch 

can see the ou t li ne of her body. She also ag r ees to go 

ou t wi th M it ch only i n  the evening - so that Mitch can 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI BLANCHE DUBOIS 'S OBSESSION... Margono 



4 4  

never see her face clearly. However, her o bsession to 

be beauti f ul and perfect wo man i s  very stro n g  like when 

she was young. 

M itch I ' ve n ever seen you in the afternoo n. 

B l an che Who se fault i s  that? 

M i tch You n ever want to go o ut i n  the afternoon ! 

Blanche Why, Mitch, you're at the plan t in the after-

M i tch 

n oon . 

Not Sun day afternoo n ,  I ' ve asked you · to go 

o ut with me sometimes on sun days but you 

always make an ex cuse. You n ever wan t to go 

o ut till after six an d then i t' s  always so me 

place that's not lighted much. 

(Tenn essee William, 1 9 7 4 , p. 8 5 ) 

D l an che is really fon d  o f  di m light or the ti me after 

si x s o  that her re al wrin k l es could not be seen . 

o ver , she uses some powder an d p erfumes to 

man ' s  atten tio n .  Blan che do esn 't realize that 

Mo re

a t tract 

nobo dy 

can co nceal his on her appearan ce fo r lon g. On e way o n  

an other the truth will come o ut. She do es n o t  know that 

peop le do not pay att en tio n abo ut o n e ' s age on on e ' s 

wr i nkl es. But Blan che has n ever known about thi s and so 

s he has to be. Di shonest as well i n  o r der 

men . She has to p reten d to be i nnocen t, 

to i mp r es s  

pro per and 
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pur e . Whe n M i tch of f e rs he r a g l as s  of be e r, B l anche 

te ll hi m s he has n ev e r  touched al cohol i cs on al l he r 

l i f e , on one knows , s he thi nks , that s he i s  add i cted to 

a l coholi c d ri nks . S he e v e n te l l s  M i tch that s he has 

ne ve r b e e n  touched by more than one man - a nd that was 

he r young hus band . S he w an ts to conv i nce M i tch that s he 

i s  a vi rg i n  and i s  Nai ve about the worl d a roun d he r 

" s h e l te r e d "  l i f e . I n f act, B l a nche i s  a g re a t  pre tend e r. 

B l a nche d oe s  not re al i z e  that he r obs e s s i on to 

be i n n oce nt and untouchable has l e d he r to s e lf 

de st ru ct i on. I t  i t  be yond her thi nking that M i tch 

w i l l  a t  l a st know the truth a bout he r.  M i tch i s  v e ry 

di s a ppoi nte d whe n he knows that al l the whi l e  B lanche 

ha s be e n  d e ce i v i ng hi m.  M i tch i s  ve ry hurt a nd ad mi ts 

th a t  he ha s s acri f i ced e ve rythi ng f or he r,  whi l e  

B la n che on the contra ry ha s li e d  to hi m. To· B l an che , 

M i tc h  sa ys t ha t  he thi nks that the out e r  be auty i s  not 

th e sa me w i th the i nne r be a uty, M i tch can not f org i ve 

B la n che f or l yi ng a nd s o  he bre aks hi s re l ati ons hi p  

w i th he r. 

B l a nche , who i s  ve ry ce rtai n that M i tch w i l l  be 

he rs i s  unpre pare d by the s udd e n  charge of e ve nt. 

D la n ch e  ha s dre am that M itch i s  g oi ng to be a s tron g 

ha rbour whe re s he ca n re s t ,  M i tch w i l l  be t he ma n who 

c a n  g ive he r a se nse of be long i ng a nd who is also 
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capti v ated by her g i rlish charms. n u t  her way of 

approchi ng him is wrong . She is not frank with herself. 

What she fai ls to un derstand is that Mitch is a seri ous 

man who can not accept lies from the person he truths 

and lov es .  Beau ty for Mitch means bei ng beau tiful 

physi c ally and mentally . H er atti tu de does not bri ng 

her dr eams come tru e, but on the contr ary , they hav e 

caused her own destructiou s. Mi tch has not rui ned her , 

but Blanche herself has created her own d estructi on by 

her li es and more believ es . 

He r past exper ience i s  sti ll shadowi ng her 

atti tudes when behav i ng the present wor ld . S he i s  not 

prep ar ed with the si tuati on whi ch i s  very new to her . 

S he i s  unable to adapt and adj u st herself with the real 

world . Blanche is used to live in a very sheltered and 

com f or t ab l e  lif e i n  the past . Her mother a nd he r 

se rvan t  were always the re to fu lf i l her ne eds. There-

f or e  s he becomes dep end ant to other people . S he can not 

sur v i v e when she is le f t  o n  her own af te r  he r par e nt s  

di ed a n d  Belle R eve no long er belong s to the Dub oi s .  

As h uman being , Blanche ca n not be aparted from 

e n c o un t e r i ng the problems. Everytimes she has a p r ob l e m 

o r  s ome burdens, Blanche always av oids to solv e thos�, 
' .. / 

b l  d t h  · 1 1 . d " k  •, '' / i pro ems an ev en s e cr eats an i us1 o n  o r  r 1 n  o .>·-' / ... · . .. � 
/,,,.. . ' / , ·  : ·� :.., ·· muc h t o  l i gh te n he r p r o ble ms. S he can not do muc h· wh:e n ,, 

/ / ' - - ./ ' ·  ... �.. . � 
// _) . .  / , .. . �:..� . '..,I / <'·� 

' / .<' -' ' . . �" 
. ' �� 
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she has to experienc e a great c hange i n  the plan tati on 

lif e .  She is ruined when she c an not stand the burd en 

any l on ger. She is helpless when she lost Belle Reve, 

her parent s and relatives had died one after t he other . 

She has n obody to help her ease the burd en . She has to 

face every t hing alone, whi ch is too much for her , who 

is so used with the easy and comfortable life in the 

pa st. When she faces financial problems she has n o  on e 

to help on support her, with the lost of Belle Reve, 

Blanche also lost her d ream an d honor she once 

possessed. 

A f ter the loss of Belle Reve, Blan che expects 

somebod y that fun c tion s as her mother. Then she marries 

wit h A llan . With him, Blan c he hopes she can fac e the 

hard lif e  smoothly as she d reams. That ' s why she lies 

her whole hopes on him. Blanc he also hopes to build 

harmonious family life, which c omes true f or a shor t 

t i me. But it d oes not last long because she later find s 

out ' that her husband is a homosexual who has an 

int imat e r elationship c ourse wit h an old man. Blan che 

feels that her husband is being disloyality to her 

anymore . Finally she provokes him t hat she has learned 

everythin g about her husband. S he tells all these to 

Allan while soon being ashamed of himself, Allan 

commits suicid e.  The loss o f  nelle Reve and t he loss of 
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her hu sb and mak es her af ter w ards bec ome fragile woman, 

sinc e loosing them is simil ar to loosing of her 

b ea u t i f u l  dr eams that she a l way s  has. 

A s  a y oung beautif ul w i dow, B lanc he c an not defend 

her � t a tu s . S he does not behave as required from a 

widow in order to g ain respec t from peopl e aroun d her. 

D l anc he g ets mix ed up w i th strangers, in this c ase , 

me n .  I l e r  lo v e af f a irs a nd s ca ndals are the only way s he 

ca n do t o  f u llfill her loneliness and empt i ness. S he i s  

try ing to forget her tragic l ife by seeking c omfort 

f r o m  o ne ma n t o  a no t he r ,  ho pi ng that s he w i  1 1  f i nal J y  

me et t h e " r i g ht" man who will protec t her f ragil i ty .  

Blanche is al so an teac her . A s  a teacher she 

s hou ld hav e given them good mo dels and ex amples both i n  

l e a r n i n g a n d  moral c onduc t. B lanc he has made on 

u nf org iv eab le exampl e to he r students as wel l as the 

p e o p l e  i n  L aurel . S he has sedu red a sev enteen y ear old 

boy ; and bec ause of this, she is fired and i s  asked 

t o  l t.• a v c  l .a u r el for ev er . nla nche ha s b e e n  t.l e s t r o y c cl 

t o t � I l y ,  no o nly has she lost her f ort une b u t  also he r 

J o b .  S h e  i s o n  au t ca s t i n  her own t own a nd by her own 

p e o p l e . S he has no where to go a nd not hing to hold 

c X t· t.· p l  l h c p a p e r a n d  d o c u me n t s  o f  ne lle R ev c  a n d  h e r 

o u t f i t s .  The onl y plac e she knows is E lys ian Fields 

whe r e  he r s i s te r, S t ella, l i ves happi ly with he r 
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wh e r e h e r s i s t e r , S t e l l a ,  l i ve s  h a p p i l y  w i t h  h e r  

h u s b a n d , S t a n l e y .  Howe ve r ,  B l a n ch e  h a s  n e v e r l e a r n e d  

h e r l e s s o n s . De s p i t e  h e r  p a s t l i f e i n  L a u r e l o f  B e l l e  

R e ve , B l a n ch e  s t i l l  o b s e s s e s  t o  b e  a n  i mpo r t a n t  

" A r i s t o c r a t i c " l ad y  who r e q u i r e s  r e s p e c t s f r o m  t h e 

p e o p l e  wh o k n ows h e r . S h e  i s  ce r t a i n  t ha t  n o  o n e  i n  

E l y s i a n F i e l d s h a s  k nown o f  h e r f o r me r l i f e .  S h e  f e e l s  

s a f e t o  p l a y t h e r o l e  o f  t he i nn o ce n t ,  pu r e  a n d  we l l  

1111Hrn 1..� r (! d  l a d y  f r om l h e S o u t h e r n  P l a n t n t i o n .  S h e  i s  

q u i t e c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  h e r s e c r e t s  a r e  s a f e , o n c e  a n d  f n r  

a l l .  T h us w i t h  a l l t h e s e  i n  h e r m i n d s h e  b e g i n s  a new 

l i f e ,  w i t h  h e r n ew t r i ck s  and l i e s  i n  a n e w  p l a ce . 

I\ I a n c h e r ea l i z e s  t h a t  h e r wo r I d  h a s  n o  p I <i c e  a n y 

mo r e . Mo s t o f  t h e s o c i e t y l i ve d in  n ew wa y o f  l i f e , 

ma t e r i a l i s t i c  I i f e .  On e t h i n g s ho u l d  b e  d o n e  b y  B l a n c h e  

i s  t o  ma k e  o b s e s s i o n . S h e wan t t o  co n v i n c e  t ha t  h e r 

b e s t  t r a d i t i o n a l cou l d  b r i n g t h e h a p p i n e s s  a n d we l f a r e , 

h e r d e s i r e i s  t o  b r i n g b a ck t h e s o c i e t y  i n t o  t h e 

p e a t c f u l I l i f e t h a t  e v e r pos s e s s e d  b e f o r e , b u t  t h e  wa y 

o f  h e r a c t i o n  ma k e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  c a u s e  s ome d i s h a r mo n y . 

Jl l a n c h e o b s e s s i o n  c a n  b e  s e e n  t h r o u g h  how s h e 

c r i t  i c i z c d  S t e  I l a ' s  p l a c e . l i e r o b s e s s i o n t o  h a v �  ma i d  

a n d s � r v a n t l i k e i n  n e l l e R e ve i n  t h e p n s t  i s  so 

s t r o n g . Th a t ' s  why whe n Il l a n c h e f o u n d  h e r s i s t e r ' s  

p I ;1 c t· h il l"  n o  ma i d s h  c d i rt.� c l I y c r i t i c i z e h c r . 
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B l a n c h e  

S t e  I l a  

B l a n c he 

5 0  

No, now s e r i ou s l y ,  p u tt i n g j o k i n g a s i d e . Why 

d i d  n o t  y o u  te l l  me , why d i d n ' t  you w r i te me , 

ho n e y , why d i d n ' t  y o u  l e t me k n ow? 

( c a r e f u l l y ,  pou r i ng he r s e l f  a dri n k ) .  Te l l  

you wh a t , B l a n c he ?  

Why , that y o u  had to l i v e  i n  t h e s e  

c o n d i t i o n s ? 

( Te n n e s s e e  W i l l i a m ,  19 7 4 , p , 5 4 )  

As home l e s s , B l a n c h e  s ho u l d  n o t  s a y  l i ke tha t b e c a u s e  

s he a c t u a l t  a l s o n e e d s  a s he l te r  to l i v e  whate v e r  i t  

i s .  J n  t h i s c a s e , B l a n c he i s  s t i l l  c ompa r i n g t he 

c o n d i t i o n o f  the p a s t  w i th the c o n d i ti o n o f  t h e p r e s e n t 

a n d  s h e b e l i e v e s  the pa s t  i s  good way o f  l i f e , b u t s h e 

d o e s n ' t r ea l i z e tha t the p a s t  s he pos s e s s e d  o n c e  i s  

l o s t  a n d s h e mu s t  f a c e  the re a l f a c t  o f  the pre s e n t .  

D l a n c h e ' s  o b s e s s i o n t o  d e f e n d h e r be s t  c u l tu r e 

ba c k  to the s o c i e ty i s  n ot su ppo r te d  by re l i ab l e  e f f o r t  

b u t s h (.• ma k e s  s ome p r e t e n s e , i l l u s i o n , d i s i l l u s i o n a n d  

l y i n g .  S h e  wo n ' t  t e l l t h e t r u t h a bo u t t he r � a l f a c t o f  

h e r p e r s o n a l i t y .  H e r  l y i n g c a n  b e  s e e n  f r om he r 

i n f o r ma t i o n why s he d o e s  n o t  s tay i n  a hote l .  S he d o e s  

n o t d 0  t h i � n o t  o n l y  b e c a u s e  o f  h e r u n a b i l t y t o  b e  

a l o n e b u t t h e f n c t i s  tha t she c a n  n o t  a f f o r d t h e ho t e l  

c ha rge s .  S h e  i s  f l a t  bro k e  a fter s he s to p s  te a c h i n g bu t 
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sh e never admi t s  t h at h er o wn pr obl em . S h e  do es not 

w a nt a nybo dy t o  underest i mat e h er. 

S t  el l a  

n la n c h e 

O h ,  y es. Y es, t ypes i s  ri gh t ! 

Well - a ny h o w- I bro ugh t ni ces cl o t h es and I '  I I  

pu t up at a h o t el , but I ' m no t go i ng t o  put 

u p  a t  a h o t el . I want t o  be near yo u ,  g o t  t o  

b e  wi t h  so mebody ,  I can ' t be al o ne !  because -

a s  y o u  must h ave no- t i ced- I ' m  no t very 

w e  1 1  ( h er vo i ce dro p and h er loo k  is 

f r i gh t ened ) . 

(Tennessee William , 1 974 , p, 5 5 ) 

F r om t h a t  q u o t a t i o n ,  n l a n c h e d o e s  n o t  l e i I t h e  t r u t h  11 

c o n c e r n i n g h er f i nancia l problem t o  S t ella , s h e  is very 

a f ra i d  t o  be consi dered a poo r .  S h e  ma k es a f ei g n 

i n f o r ma t i o n t h a t c o n t r a d i c t s  wit h t he re a l  f a c t . 

n la nch e can no t separa t e  h er li f e  f r om liq uo ur an d  

b e e r ,  s i nc e t h ese t wo t h ings h elp D lanche t o e nligh t en e 

t h e p r n h l �m:-; a n d  t h e b u r d � n  on h e r  n e r v e s , ."i h c  lrn s 

b e c ome a d d i c t e d t o  t h em and sh e rea liz es t ha t  it is ba d 

e s p e c i n l  l y  f'o r  ll wo ma n .  To o vercome t h ese p ro blems , 

D la n c h e s o met i me do es n o t  mak e  a s o l u t i o n t o  st op 

d r i n k i n g t o t a l ly o r  i mpart a bo ut h er problems f rank l y  

t o  o t h er peo ple. O n  t h e o t h er h and , Blanch e co nceals 

t h em a n d a c t s  a s  i r s h e  we r e  pure ,  pr o pe r a n d d e c e n t 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI BLANCHE DUBOIS 'S OBSESSION... Margono 



5 2  

wh o n e v e r p e r f o r ms h a r m f u l !  th i n g s  o n  �e r  l i f e . Th a t ' s  

why wh e n  S t a n le y  a n d  M i t c h o f f e r  h e r  a bo t t l e o f  

l i q u o u r ,  s h e re f u s e s  i t  by s a y i n g t h a t  s h e n e v e r  

to u c h e s  i t .  

S t a n l e y 

n l a n c h e  

S t a n l e y 

B l a n c h e  

Stan l e y 

Wh e r e you f rom , B l a n c h e ? 

Why, I - l i v e  i n  L a u r e l .  

( S he h a s  c r o s s e d to t h e c lo s e t a n d  r e mo ved 

th e wh i s k e y  bo t t l e )  

In L a u r e l ,  h u h ?  Oh , y e a h . Y e a h , i n  L a u r e l ,  

T h a t ' s  r i g h t . N o t i n  my t e r r i to r y . L i q u o r  

goe s f a s t i n  ho t  we a t h e r .  ( h e ho l d s  t h e 

bo t t l e s  to t h e l i g h t  t o  o b s e r v e  i ts 

d e ple t i o n ) . H a v e  a s ho t ?  

N o ,  I - r a r e l y  t o u c h  i t .  

S ome p e o ple r a r e l y  t o u c h i t ,  b u t  i t  t o u c h e s  

t h e m  o f t e n .  

( Te n n e s s e e  W i l l i a m ,  1 9 7 4 , p ,  5 7 } 

P r o m t h e q u a ta t i o n a b o v e , S t a n l e y a c t u a l l y  k n ows t h at 

D l a n c h e h a s  a l r e ad y  t ou c h e d  i t  a f t e r  she ob s e r v e s  t h e 

d e p l e t i o n o f  i t .  I n  t h i s  ma t te r ,  B l a n c h e wa n ts t o  

c o n c e a l h e r  b ad a t t i t u d e s  b y  t e l l i n g a l i e to S ta n l e y .  

S h e  p r e te n d s  t o  b e  good . 

B l a n c h e i s  t h e ty pe o f  woman who c a n  not j u d ge the 

r e a l f a c t  o f  h e r  own p e r s o n a l it y a s  we l l  a s  o t h e r ' s .  
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Wh e n  s h e s e e s  S t a n l e y ' s  b r u t a l i t y ,  s he f i n a l l y  j u d g e s  

h i m a s  madman a n d  a s k s  S t e l l a t o  l e ave h i m .  Fo r S t e l l n  

t h i s  i s  n o t a p r o b l e m b e c a u s e  i t  a l ways h a pp e n s  wh e n  a 

m a n  p l a y po k e r  a n d  d r i n k . A t  t he s ame t i me f r om t h e  

e x p l a n a t i o n a b o v e , J c a n s e e  t ha t  D l a n c h e c a n  n o t  f a c e  

t h e r e [l l f a c t o f  S t an l e y ' s ha b i t a n d  i n f l u e n c e s  S t e l l a  

t o  l e a v e h i m .  B l a n c he r e memb e r e d  h e r  f o r me r  boy f r i e n d  

n a m e d  S he p  l l u n t e l i g h ,  s h e p l a ns t o  c o n t a c t  h i m  t o  s e e  

i f h t.' c a n  h e  I p h c r o u t o f tu: r s i t u n t i o n  . f n t h i s c· 11 s c: , 

D l a n c h e  a c t s  a s i f  s h e  c o u l d  g r a n t  S t e l l a ' s  l i f e i f  s h e  

l e a v e s  h i m ,  b u t t h e r e a l f a c t  i s  D l a n c h e  h e r s e l f  h a s  a 

d i f f i c u l t y t o  f i n d h e r own p o s i t i o n i n  a n y  p l a c e . S h e  

o n l y  o b s e s s e s t o  g r a n t s t e l l a a b e t t e r  l i f e .  S t e l l a 

r e f u s e s  h e r a d v i s e be c a u s e  s h e  i s  a p r a c t i c a l  woma n who 

l o v e s  h e r h u s b a n d  v e ry muc h .  

D l a n c h c : 

s t  e 1 1  a 

n I <1 11 .;: h \.' 

h a v e  t o p l a n f o r u s  bo t h ,  t o  g e t u s  bo t h -

O U  t ! 

You t a ke i t  f o r g r a n t e d t h a t  I am i n  s ome 

t h i n g t h a t  I wa n t t o  g e t  o u t o f .  

t n k e i t  f o r  p. r a n t e d  t h 11 t y o u  s t  i l I hn v c  

s u f f i c i e n t  m e mo r y o f  D e l l e Re v e  t o  f i n d t h i s  

p l a c e  a n d  t h e s e  po k e r p l a ye r s  i mpo s s i b l e  t o . 

l i v e  w i t h .  
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5 4  

. 
S t el l a Well, you ' r e t ak i n g  en ti rely too muc h for 

gran t ed .  

(Tenn essee W i lli am, 1 9 7 4 , p ,  6 9 ) 

B ased on that q uatat i on ab ove, B lanc he is sur e that 

S tan l ey ' s  worl d i s  f ull o f  c onf l i c t, i t  c ou l d  n ot gi ve 

her some happi n ess. I n  whi c h  it i s  d ifferent f rom her 

worl d that' s w hy she i n fluenc es S t el l a  to l eave h im. 

But S tel l a  refused i t  and she is an ad aptab l e  person. 

S tel l a ' s  refusal from l eaving S tanl ey mak es 

B l anch e  f ee l  t hat her ob sessi on i s  n ot supported by h er 

s i st er, event hough B l an c h e  k eeps on bringin g S t el l a 

into sel f- reali z at i o n ,  b ut S te l l a  i s  h er h usband side. 

B l an c h e  real i z es t h at h er ob sessio n i s  con f ronted by 

S tan l ey ' s  c on c ept of  l i fe f rom th e f ir st time sh e 

arrived on his plac e .  S h e  c o n si d er s  that he has b l oc k ed 

h er obsession to ac hi eve h er go al . D ec ause of this, 

D ln nc h e  d eems him as h er co mpetit ion and sh e tr ies · so 

h a r d  t o  b e  h igher t han S tn n l ey .  S h e  b ra ggs a b out h i s  

ba d at titud es, sh e c al l s  h im l i k e  anima l , every motion 

i s  l i k e  an imal hab i t ,  ape- l ik e  and many oth er names . 

B l anc h e  i s  al so c ompari n g  h er worl d and h is wo r l d t o  

p ro ve to th e people arou n d  h er th at her worl d is h i gh er 

tha n  S t a n l � y ' s .  
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B l anch e 

5 5  

I t  won't be t h e sor t of t h i ng y ou h ave i n  

m i n d .  Th i s  man i s  a g ent lem an and he re spe ct s 

me. Wh at h e  want s is my companion sh ip. H avi ng 

g rea t wea l t h  somet i mes make people lonely ! A 

cu lt iv at ed w oman, a wo man of i n t e llige nce 

and bree d i ng. c a n  e n r i c h a man' s l i f e 

i mmc a s u r a h l y !  I h n v c  t ho s e  t h i n g s  t o  o f f e r ,  

and t h is d oe sn 't t ake t h em away . P h ysical 

b eaut y i s  passi ng .  A t ransit ory possessi on. 

D u l b eau t y  o f  t h e min d  and t h e r i c h n ess o f  

t h e s p i r i t a n d  t e n d e r n e s s  o f  t h e h e a r t - a nd J 

h a v e all of t h ose t h i ngs - are n ' t t aken away . 

bu t g row! I n  c re ase w i t h  t h e ye a r s ! H ow 

s t range t h at J sh ou ld be c a l l e d  a d est i t u t e 

womn n !  Whe n  h a v e  a 1 1  o f  t h e s e  t r e 11 s u r e s  

lo c ked i n  my h eart . . . .  

( T e n n e s s e e  W i  1 1  i n m ,  1 9 7 4 , p ,  B B ) 

l l e r e  n t n n c h e  co mpar e s  h e r wo rld w i t h  S t anley ' s  world . 

S h e  c o n s i d e r s h i s  worl d as b eing g one . Wh i l e s h e 

c o n s i d e r s  h e r world as st i ll growing ev e r y  ye ars and i s  

h i g h e r t h a n  h i s  world . I n  t h i s  case B l a n c h e ' s  o b s e s s i o n 

s t i 1 1  s u r v i v e e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e r e is c h a n g e  i n  t h e 

s o c i e t y ,  a n d s h e  d o e s n ' t  s e e  t h i s  c h a n g e  of t h e 

s o c i e t y ' s  l i f e ,  t h at is t he y  t end t o  h av e  i n  ma t e r ia l  
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5 6  

s u c c e s s . Eve r y t h i ng i s  me a s u r e d  by ma t e r i a l 

a n d s p i r i t u a l v a l u e i s  pu t a s i d e  by t h e 

b e c a u s e , a t  t h a t  � i me , p e o p l e  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  

s t a n d a r d , 

s o c i e t y ,  

ma t e r i a l  

s u c c e s s  c a n  b r i n g t h e m  i n t o  h a p p i n e s s . 

A c t u a l l y  S t a n l e y k n ows a b o u t B l a n c h e ' s  

c o n d i t i o n a n d  h e r o b s e s s i o n .  S t a n l e y f e e l s  t ha t  

p r e s e n c e  i n  h i s  h o u s e  h a s  a l mo s t d e s t r o y e d  

ma r r i a ge . A f t e r  B l a n c h e ' s  a r r i v a l , t h e r e a r e  

r e a l 

h e r  

h i s  

o f  t e n 

l i t t l e  a r gume n t s  o r  m i s u n d e r - s t a nd i n g s  b e t we e n  h i s  

w i f e  a n d S t a n l e y ,  he f e e l s  n o  r e g r e t o v e r B l a n c h e ' s  

<1': s t  ru c l  i o n .  E v e n t h o u g h n I a n c h e  f e e  I s  h e r p r e s e n c e  

c a u s e d ma n y  p r o b l ems . B l a n c h e k e e p s  o n  l i v i n g b y  h e r  

b e i n g d i s h o n e s t , t e l l i ng l i e s a n d  f a bo l o u s  s t o r y a b o u t 

r c c i c v i n g a w i r e  f r om h e r ad m i r e r  a n  i n v i t a t i o n f o r  n 

c r u i s e i n  t h e Ca r r i bb e u n  w i t h  S h e p  H u n t l i g h . A c t u a l l y  

t h e r e i s  no w i r e  f r om ttu n t l i g h . B l a n c h e , i n  t h i s  

ma t t e r , a c t s  a s  i f  s h e  we r e  we l l kn own wo ma n i n  t h e pa s t  

a n d t h e r e a r e s t i l l  m a n y  p e o p l e  a d m i r i n g  h e r  a n d  e v e n  

r e s pe c t h e r . I t  i s  a f a bo l o u s  s t o r y  i n v e n t e d b y  

B l a n c h e . B l a n c he a l s o  i n f o rms t o  S t a n l e y t h a t  M i t c h 

C.'. O IJlC w i t h  a ho x o f  r o s e  t o  b e g  h e r f o r g i v e n e s s  b u t s h e 

r c f u s i;• s  t o  d o  t h n t  b e c a u s e  ' d e l i b e r a t e  c r u e l t y i s n o t  

f o r g i v c n h l c ' . I t  i s  c l e n r  t h n t  O l n n c h e ' s i n f o r ma t i o n 

a r e a b s o l u t e l y  a ga i n s t t h e r e a l f a c t . I t  i s  a r e o f  h e r 

o b s e s s i o n t o  b e c ome i n n o c e n t  p e o p l e  a n d  h e r wo r l d  n c v � r  
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p e r f o rms s u c h h a r m f u l l  t h i ng s . Tha t ' s
0

why she c o n c e a l 

t h e r e a l f a c t . 

Howe v e r ,  B l a n c h e  Dubo i s  o n  t h i s  p l ay i s  a c t u a l l y 

n o t  t h e r e a l c h a r a c t e r ,  s h e  s ymbo l i z e s  t h e s o u t he r n  

p e o p l e  who t he i r  c u l t u r e  l o s t  a s  r e s u l t  o f  t he n o r t h ' s  

cu l t u r e . S h e  i s  t he r e p r e s e n t a t i ve o f  sou t h e r n  p e o p l e 

who b e come t h e v i c t i m  o f  me c h a n i c a l  r i t u a l by t h e 

n o r t h .  T h e  s o u t h e r n p e o p l e  ha s c h o s e n  t he ma t e r i a l i s t i c  

c u l t u r e l o  r e a c h  t h e i r  wc l l r a r e a n d  t h e l1 a p p i n e s s . I n  

o t he r ha n d  t he y  i g n o r e  t h e i r  b e s t c u l t u r e  t h a t  e v e r 

pos s e s s e d b e f o re . Th e i r  l i f e i s  no t bas e d  a n  r e l i g i o n ,  

mo r a l l y  o r  t h e i r  c u l t u r e  b u t  i t  i s  b a s e d  o n  ma t e r i a l  

o n l y .  n e c a u s e  o f  t h i s ,  B l a n c h e  ( r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f  s ome 

s o u t h e r n  p e o p l e  who s t i l l  l ov e  t h e i r  c u l t u r e ) , was v e r y  

s o r r y , s h e f e e l s  hum i l a t e d and h e r m i nd wa s d i s t u r be d . 

Th e y  ob s e s s e  t h a t  t h e i r  cu l t u r e  i s  ab l e  t o  be a c c e p t e d  

b y  t h e s o c i e t y . �h a t ' s  why t h e y  t r y s o  h a r d  t o  

i n t r od u c e  t h i s  c u l t u r e  t o  t he s o c i e t y a g a i n , t h e y  s t i l l  

be l i e v e  t h a t  t h e i r  cu l t u r e  c o u l d  b r i n g some happ i n e s s  

a n d  we l l  fa r e  m e n t a l l y  a s  we l l  a s  phy s i c a l l y .  I n  s hor t , 

e v c 11 t h o u g h  B l a n c h e ' s  a c t i o n ca u s e d  ma n y  t r o u b l e  a n  

t h i s  p i n y ,  hu t wh a t ' s  s h e  h a s  d o n e  i s  e q u u l w i t h  t h e 

o b s e s s i o n o f  t h e s ome o f  t h e sou t h e r n  p e o p l e  who wa n t  

t h e i r  c u l t u r e e x i s t  a n  t he s o c i e t y .  
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S S  

III . J S etti ng 

The background of thi s pla y i s  the change of 

cultur al tradi ti ona l i n  the S outh as the re sult of the 

infl uence of mate rialism and industrial move ment from 

the North. The industrial move ment has brought the 

change s of cultural value s in the socie ty. T he society 

d oe sn ' t le an on i ts be st cultural tradi t i on that eve r 

had b e e n  possessed before but the y  are face d wi th the 

me c h a n i c a l  r i t uals and si mple pragmati cs o f  n mate ri a l  

life that promise to improve the we llfare. Naturally, 

the soci ety's vi ew of li fe is also change d, thei r 

li fe as focused on the mate riali sti c v alue wi thout 

consi de r i ng the cultura l tra ditional of the soci e ty. 

The mate ri alistic life of this soci e ty i s  

r e f l e ct ed by S tanle y and hi s friend' s li fe .  T he y  li ke 

play poke r and bowli ng and h unti ng. All of t he m  have 

muscular, lumpish se nsuality a nd crude e ne rgy si nce 

the i r  way of life i s  base d on materi ali stic value 

{ m on e y ) ,  th us one i s  de mande d to be an act i v e to face 

thi s s ituat i on othe rwise , they will have di ffi culti e s  

i n  sur vi vi ng. I also observe tha t S t anle y's v i ew of 

l i f e l i e s on t hi s  view. Whe n S tanle y e xp la i n s to h i m  

about the loss of Be lle Reve, S t anle y's mi nd i s  

di re ct ly focuse d on the Napole onic code (mone y) i n  

wh ic h he must ge t a pie c e  of the propert y. 
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S tanley 

S tella 

S tanley 

5 9  

let me enlighten yo u o n  a po l nt o r  two, baby? 

Yes? 

In the s tate o f  Lousi ana we 

Napo leoni c Code acco rding to 

belo ngs t o  the wi fe belo ngs to 

have the 

whi ch what 

the husband 

and vice verse. For instance if I had a pi ece 

o f  pro perty, o r  you had a piece o f  pro perty -

(Tenness ee William, 1 9 74 , 5 9 ) 

Ano t her material is tic vi ew of life is reflected by 

Stanley' s  attitude is the way of h is j udging Blanche's 

in ex pens ive s ummer f urs and J ewelry o n  her trunk. 

Stanley believes th at all o f  them are very · ex pensive 

eventho ugh t hey are abs o lutely imitatio n. It is cl ear 

that the s o ciety has s imilarity wi th Stanley's view o f  

l ife, that is mat eri ali sm as a res ult o f  the i ndus trial 

movement i n  the South. One has to possess a s tro ng 

force and crude energy to live in this. so ciety, and the 

o ne'  who can not adapt will not s urvive. Thi s ' i s  what 

h appens t� Blanch e. 

In this s imple pragmatics of mate rial 

Blanche who has th e bes t cultural tradi tion fro m 

South l s  an autcas t from this era. She is one o f  

lif e,  

the 

the 

It vi cti m who i s  unable to face this physi cal wo rld. 

happened becaus e s he sti ll uses the i magi nati o n  in 
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whi c h  the i mag i n at i on i t se lf i s  under as s ault by 

physic a l  wo r ld .  S he s ho uld have t r i es to  make a balanc e  

between her wor l d  an d the s oc i ety' s wo r ld,  so that they 

wi l l  c r eate a har mon y r el at i o n s hi p .  

To adapt i n  t hi s  s o c i et y, o n e  mus t be  ac ti ve i n  

many wa ys , on e has to pos s es s  s o me e n c ouragements to 

sol ve p ro bl em al one , i f  n o t ,  on e ' s exi stenc e  i n  the 

soc i ety wi l l  n o t  s ur vi ve, as happen to the pro t agon i st 

of thi s pl ay, B l an c he. B l an c he ,  i n  t hi s  c as e, i s  a 

pa ssive woman , s he s ti l l  n eeds s omeon e to p r ot ec t  her. 

S he c an not stan d by her o wn f eet to fac e the phys i c al  

wor ld . M or eove r , even though s he r eal i z e s  about those 

weakness, B lanc he n ever c on fes s es her i mper fec tn ess, 

but on the c on t r ar y  s he ac ts as t houg h, she wer e an 

a c tive
' 

wom an who i s  able to ar r an g e  ever ythi ng b y  her 

self. B l an c he i s  an i n d i vi dual who c an ' t  adj us t t o  the 

ma ter ia lis m  wor l d s i nc e  s he s ti l l  kee ps on l eadi ng with 

wa y o f  live ' T hi s i s  how I lo ok at i t', she s ays . S he 

rea lly r efus e to c api tulate t o  t he soc i a l pro c es s  or 

the s i mpl e pr ag mat i c s of t he mater i al l i f e.  H er 

s treng th lie s o n  her person al dreams an d 

o r d e r to s ur vi ve i n  thi s wo r l d . N aturally , 

myths . in 

they are 

s urpre s s ed by the r eal i ty an d the i d e a  of survi val of 

t h e f i l t e s t . 
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• 

I n  mat e r i ali st i �  l i f e , re ali t y  i s  an i m po rtant 

r ol e .  Whe n i n  li vi ng i n  i t ,  a pe r so n  b e lo ng s  t o  t he 

soci e t y  whe re he o r  she can se e , "  t ast e and e n j o y  t he 

thing s that can b r i ng t he m  happi ne ss and ple asur e .  

B lanch e Duboi s i s  i ne x pe r i e nce wi t h  a l l t he se t hi ng s. 

S h e  l i ve s  i n  a worl d o f  pro mi se and ho pe s. S he l i ve s  

alone i n  he r dr e am, he r i ll usi on and he r myt hs. H e r  

dr e ams onl y b ri ng he r de st ruct i on ,  b e cause t he y  ar e 

ne arly dre ams t hat have ne ve r co me t r ue .  H e r  dr e ams and 

he r m yths ar e j ust t o  de ci e ve so meo ne . S he lacks he r 

own r e al pe r so nali t y  i n  f aci ng t he re al wo rld . Fo r t hat 

r e ason , she do e s  n o t  b e l ong t o  t he so ci e t y. S he i s  

af r ai d of he r not b e i ng pe r f e ct and avoi d b e i ng 

re ve a l e d  i n  t hi s  so ci e t y. 

H e r  past fai l ure i s  cau se d  b y  t he indust r i al 

mo veme nt bu t B l anche i s  e i the r unware or do e s  no t want 

t o  b e  awar e o f  t hi s.  B e cause she l i ve s  i n  a dre am , she 

tl oe s  not e xi st i n  t he re al wor ld .  S he should t ake 

va lu ab le le sson t hat he r worl d can not answe ar t he 

p h y s i c a l  fact i n  t he so ci e t y .  T he b e auty of t he mi nd 

a nd t he r ichne ss o f  t he spi r i t and t e nde r ne ss on t hi s  

socie ty a r e  r em ove d b y  t he physi cal be auty. The one who 

can't r e al i z e t hi s  si t uat i o n  wi l l  b e  l e ft b e hi nd. The 

l oss of B e l l e R e ve and dr e ams ar e cause d by he r b e ing 

u na da ptab le to t hi s  ci rcumst an ce . S he i s  al ways passi ve 
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a nd dependent to, thu s  when there a re problems, she ca n 

not do a nything mu ch to overcome. After these failure 

B lanche is not wil ling to cha ng e her a ttitu de. She 

keeps a cting like in the pa st. There is no improvement 

on her per sona lity t o  a dapt in the pr a ctica l 

a nd fo r this r ea son she is isola ted fr om the 

Wh e n  s h e  comes to S ta nley's pla ce with 

a ctions, she ha s causes ma ny pr oblems to the 

society 

society. 

the same 

family. 

I t  ca n be proved by Stanley' s comment, "The trouble 

with Dame Bla nche was tha t she cou ldn' t pu t on her a ct 

a nymor e in Laur �l!  They got wised up a fter two or thr ee 

da tes with her a nd then they quite , and she goes on to 

a nother, the same old line , same old a ct, the sa me old 

hooey ! bu t the town wa s too small for this to go on 

forever". Laurel i s  too conventiona l for Bla nche 

who beha ves disgracefu l! a s  a respectable woma n. H er 

a ffa ir s with many men contra dicts with the norm a t  her 

people . U owever, when she enters the ma ter ia listic, 

ea sy g oi ng wor ld she behaves like a tr adit i onal p urita n 

lady . B lanche does not belong to a ny wor ld .  

I n  t hi s  ma teria l society, the peopl e wan t  to 

su rvive, they wa nt to keep on living happily it. 

T hey will elimanate anything tha t ca n not give them 

ha ppines, pleasure a nd wellfare. They mu st struggle 

har d  to obta in these. B la nche, in this sense , does not 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI BLANCHE DUBOIS 'S OBSESSION... Margono 



w ant 
, . 

t o  perf orm l ike thos e member of soci ety. 

63 

S he is 

pas sive a nd keeps on her i mag i na ti on world t o  surv ive 

in th i s  pract i ca l  worl d, of cours e, s he can not 

s urvive. B ut ,  B l a nc he a l ways conv i nces others that she 

is an a da pta bl e woma n i n  ma ny ways as s ta ted i n  her 

d ialogue w ith M itch. 

M i tch (a dj ust i ng the l an tern) . I g ues we s tri ke y ou 

as bei ng a pretty rough bun ch .  

B la nche I ' m v ery a da pta b l e - to c i rcumstan ces . 

(Tennes s ee Wil l i a m, 19 7 4 , 65 ) 

Fr om t h at di a l og ue, we will know how B l a nche convinces 

to M it ch tha t  her wor l d  could ta ke a n  a daptabl e in a ny 

circums ta nces , i t  i s  her obses s i on tha t s he is s ure her 

world could ada pt i n  pra cti ca l wor l d. B ut t he r ea l  fa ct 

i s  sh e is not a da pta b l e woma n. S he is i sol a t ed f rom t he 

societ y due to her own acti ons . S he has never cha nged, 

sh e always r ef uses to capit ula te to t he socia l - process 

b ut' 
s he does not know or r ea l iz e  tha t her r ef us a l wil l 

br ing her own des truction. 

D l a n c h e  i s  unwil ling to accept t ha t  the 

i n d u s t r i a l  movement in t he society is u n d e n i a b l e i n  

wh i c h t h e t r aditional va lue will be r emove litt l e  by 

lit t le. The society 's view will f ocus on t h e phy sical 

wor l d. B l anche, i n  this case, st i l l consider s her wor l d  

. . 
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as higher t han t he new pract ical world: That 's why she 

t ells t o  St anley will grow every years and never lost , 

but t he societ y, i n  ot her hand,  has ot her view of life, 

that is simple pragmat ics of mat erial life and t he 

fragil e and weakness or v iew or life will be isolat ed 

or perhaps int o dest ruct ion . Act ually, if Blanche want s 

t o  survive on t his societ y, she must accept t his change 

or if she comb i n es t hese t wo worlds int o good balancing 

so t hat t hey wi ll creat mat eri al happi ness as wells 

ment al happiness. B ut B lanche st i ll obsesses t hat her 

world could bring some happiness and wellfare even

t houg h t he societ y  has different idea wit h her. 

I I I . 4  T he I mpact o f  B l an che ' s obsession 

Blanche' s obsessio n has made several impact s t o  

t he people aroun d her as well as her own personalit y. 

Her ob session has t roubled ot her people's harmony. It 

is caused Blanche' s  st rengt hs lie on t ricks, illusion , 

pretens, my t hs and conceit s.  To achieve t his goal 

( Roman* ic · World) , Blanche has misin t erpret ed the 

so ciet y and or course, what Blanche' s  at t it ude causes 

some impact s t o  t he societ y as well as t o  her own 

person alit y. 

B l anche has caused disharmony t o  t he Kowalski' s 

and the ir friends. Since Blan che come t o  St anl ey' s 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI BLANCHE DUBOIS 'S OBSESSION... Margono 



6 5  

p l a c e , s e ve r a l a r gume n t s ,  a n d  m i s u nde r s t a n d i ng h a v e  

a p p e a r e d  o n  h i s  f a m i l y  wh i c h  n e v e r  h a p p e n e d  b e f o r e . The 

p e o p l e  a r o u n d  h e r  a r e con f u s e d wh e n  s h e t e l l s 

t h e y  a r e n o t  s u r e  whe t h e r  h e r  o b s e s s i o n i s  

n o t . 

t h i n g s , 

t r u e  o r  

B l a n c h e  h a s .  e nd an g e r e d  t he Kowa l s k i ' s  ma r r i age . 

S t a n l e y c a n  n o t  c o n t r o l  I h i s  w i f e  a n ymo r e . S t e l l a d o c s  

no t g i v e S t a n l e y he r u s u a l a t t e n t i o n ,  s h e i s  bu s y  

f u l f i l l i n g B l a n c h e  n e e d s . A n d  t h i s  i s  wha t B l an c h e  

r e a l l y  wa n t s . S h e  n e e d s  a t t e n t i o n  f r om p e o p l e .  A n d  a l l 

t h e s e  c r e a t e  t ro u b l e  b o t h  t o  S t e l l a a n d  S t a n l e y .  S t e l l a  

ha s o r d e r e d  h e r h u s b an d  t o  c l e a n  t he t a b l e  - a s  i f  h e r  

h u s b a n d i s  a s e r va n t . S t a n l e y c a n  n o t  s t a n d  i t  any 

l o n g e r . He wa n t s  e v e ry t h i n g b a c k  to n o r ma l . H e  r e a l i z e 

t h a t  n l a n c h e  h a s  c a u s e d  a l l t h e t r ou b l e .  I n  h i s  a n g e r , 

S t a n l e y s a y s  t o  h i s w i f e , " yo u r  s i s t e r ' s  t oo 

a r o u n d  h e r e  ' wh a t d o  you t wo t h i n k y o u  a r e ?  A p a i r  

q u e e ns ? Rememb e r  wh a t  H u e y  L o n g  s a i d - " Eve ryman 

k i n g "  a n rl am t h e k i n g n r o u n d  he r e . My p l n c c  

rnu c h  

o f  

i s  

c l e a r e d  ' You wa n t  me t o  c l e a r  you r p l a c e " . We c a n  s e e  

t h a t  s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r  B l a n c he w i l l  n o  l on g e r we l l c ome b y 

S t a n l e y .  S h e  h a s  t o  l e a v e  t he p l a c e  o n e  wa y o n  a no t h e r . 

S t a n l e y ' s  p l e a s u r e s  a r e some t i me s d i s t r u b e d  by 

D l a n c h � ' s  my t h s  and d r e ams . He r p r e t e n s e  has a t t r a c t e d  

p t' o p 1 � · s  a t t e n t i o n s . Whe n S t a n l e y p l ay s  u po k e r  w i t h  
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• 
h i s  f r i e n d s , M i t c h ,  o n e  o f  S t an l e y ' s  f r i e n d s , l e ave t h e  

game i n  o r d e r  t o  h av e  a t a l k  w i t h  B l a n c h e . M i t c h ' s  l o n g  

a b s e n c e  h a s  bo t he r ed S t an l ey ' s c o n c e n t r a t i o n i n  p l ay -

i n g .  H e  b e c ome s v e r y  a n g ry whe n  B l an c h e  a n d  M i t c h t u r n 

o n  t h e r ad i o  a n d  h i t s S t e l l a w h o  t r i e s t o  s t o p  h i m .  

S t a n l e y f e e l s  t h a t  B l a n c h e ' s  p r e s e n c e h a s  a l ways c a u s e d  

c on f l i c t s  o n  h i s  f am i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s . B l a n c h e ' s  l i e s 

h a v e  c a u s e d  t r o u b l e  n o t o n l y  t o  o t h e r  p e o p l e  b u t t o  

h e r s e l f  a s  we l l .  S h e  h a s  d e c e nd h e r  own pe r s o na l i t y  

w i t hou t r e a l i s i n g t ha t  t h i s  may c a u s e  h e r  d own f a l l .  

She l i k e s  t o  foo l me n , f l i r t i n g w i t h  t h e m . Bu t s h e  

p r e t e n d s  t o  b e  i n n o c e n t .  Wh e n  t h e m e n  n o  l on g e r  wan t  

he r p r e t e n d i n g a s  an h o n e s t ,  p u r e  woma n who h a s  n e v e r  

b e e n  t o u c h e d  b y  a man , B l a n c h e  c a n  no t s u r v i v e .  B l a n c h e  

d o e s  no t r e a l i z e t h a t  he r o b s e s s i o n a t  t h e s a me t i me 

e n d a n g e r i n g h e r s e l f  M i t c h ,  and t h e n  S t a n l e y c a n  no 

l on g e r b e  d e c e i v e d . S t an l e y ' s  r a p i ng B l a n c h e s hows t ha t  

t h e " p l ay "  i s  ove r , B l a n c h e  s ho u l d  l i ve i n  r e a l i t y .  

Howe v e r ,  n l a n c h c  who i s  t o o  e n g r o s s e d i n  h e r  d r e ams c a n  

no t f a c e  r e a l i t y .  S t a n l e y a n d  M i t c h wo r l d  i s  c r u e l 

c ompa r e d t o  B l an c h e ' s  wo r l d  i n  B e l l e R e v e  a n d  L a u r e l .  

S he i s  a ga i n  i s o l a t e d  f r om t he s o c i e t y - t h i s  t i me s he 

c n n  l i ve h a p p i l l y i n  h e r  d r e am i n  a me n t a l i n s t i t u t i o n .  

Howe ve r ,  B l a n ch e ' s  o b s e s s i o n  t o  d e f e nd h e r wo r l d  i n  t h e 

p r a c t i c a l  wo r l d  i s  n o t s u c c e s f u l l ,  i t  i s  c a u s e d  he r 
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o b s e s s i o n i s  n o t  s u ppo r t e d b y  r e a l i ab l e e f fo r t s  s o  t ha t  

t h e s o c i e t y  w i l l  b e l i e v e  wh a t  s h e  t r i e s  t o  do . B u t  t h e 

mos t i mpo r t a n t s  o f  B l an c h e ' s  o b s e s s i o n a n d  t h e i mpa c t s  

o f  B l a n c h e ' s  o b s e s s i on a r e o f  we w i l l  k n ow t h e 

i mpo r t a n t  t h i n g f r om t h o s e  t wo wo r l d . Tha t i s , i n  

l i v i n g i n  t h i s  s i n g l e  wo r l d , we s ho u l d  l i v e  o n  bo t h  

wo r l d ,  r oma n t i c  a n d  u n r oman t i c wo r l d ,  s o  t h a t  i t  w i l l  

c r e a t e  ha rmony r e l a t i o n s h i p .  

• 
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