
CHAPT�R I 

INTRODUCTION 

I.I Background of the S tudy 

Defi ni ng li te rary work pre ci se ly i s  di ffi cult 

si nce authors have g i ve n  vari ous i nte rpre tati ons . 

Li ter ature , accordi ng to Robi n Mayhe ad tn hi s book 

e ntitle d Under1tanging Literature can me an anythi ng 

wri tten, so bi ographi e s  and authobi ographi e s, work of 

hi story, trave l and ad ve nt�re , phi losophical tre ati se s, 

essay s on soci al, poli ti cal or eve nt li te rary topi cs, 

many b ooks by famous sci e ntists - all the se can and 

often do de se rve to be called li te rature by re ason of 

certai n status and permane nc� g i ve n  to them usually b y  

a comb i nati on of i ntri nsi c i mportance or i nte re st of 

the i r  subj e ct-matte r and the maste ry wi th whi ch i t  i s  

handled by the author ( 1965:10) . Meanwhi le ,  poems, 

p lays,  short stor i e s  and nove ls can also b e  calle d' 

li te rature ' ,  i n  thi s case as 'i magi nati ve lite rature '. 

Howe ver, the y d o  not j ust talk about an i mag i nati on 

purposed by the author but the y are also able to re ve al 

the important ki nd s  of value for human be i ng .  As R ob i n  

M ay head state d on h i s book e nti tled Understanding 

Literature (1965) : 
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L iterature has been found over the centuries to 
have certai n i mportant ki nds of value for human 
bei ng ( p. J) , 

To obtain those values, the readers shou l d be abl e  

to recogniz e a li terary work. C areful reading and 

comprehension are basically needed to find the worth of 

something on that li terary work than merel y passing on 

interest. S ince that literary work is able to stimulate 

us to behav e well in our real life and also makes a man 

become more human. I n  shor t, by understanding l iterary 

work, our awareness of life will be heightened. As 

Robert V .  Edgar stated on his book entitled Writjng 

Th eme About Literatur� ( 1969) : 

Literature, li ke all art, i s  one of the essential 
things that make human bei ng human. In one way or 
another, everyone is touched by it, ( p. J) , 

From that statement, �e are e�pected that after reading 

any kinds of li terature, our concerning about human 

probl ems is getti ng deeper and deeper; and our attitude 

towards others can be more . 

Drama is one of the imagi native literature that is 

pr esented a lot on the stage through actions and 

dia l ogues. As an imaginative literature , dr ama is not 

only for the sake of intertaintment, but it can also 

reveal the i mportant va l ues for human lif e, since 
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drama, li ke any other works of art, is able to portray 

human problems and life. As Christophe r Rusel wrote i n  

How To Analyze Drama ( 1966) : 

A drama is a work of literature or composition 
which delinates life and human activity by means 
of presenting v arious actions of- and- dialogues 
b etween a g roup of characters, ( p. S) 

Theref ore, by reading drama, we can also enjoy the 

power of the lang uag e and feel the hopes and fears of 

the characters . We can sympathiz e with the heroine and 

loathe the v illain, we can also learn about ourselves 

and about humanity by watching the ways characters deal 

with the g reat and small pleasure and pains of living. 

This is the reasons why I hav e chosen drama as subject 

of my analysis. 

As the author of drama in the 19JO's Tennesse 

Williams has become one of the best known literary 

fig ures on the American scene. H is plays were mostly 

con�er ned with human problems on his era, because at 

that ti me, physical �nd material driv es had chang ed the 

v i ew o f  life, especially, the loss of an old traditions 

in the South. The South according to Signi Lenefalk in 

hi s b ook T ennesse Will i ams is a k ind of region loyalty 

to tradi tion; a nostalgia for a pattern of aris-

trocratic, non- urban life that was rich in promise, an 
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awareness of dis tinctiv� character, mores, and belief 

p eculiar to the Southern areas- all have p tovided inex

haustible resourches (1961 : 2 1) .  From that quotation, 

the S outh is a region that reflected the peace, unex

haust ible and simple life. But the influences of mate-

rial ism and industrilization coming from the North, the 

S outh, finally, had lost its best tradition. All 

religious and moral codes have become m echanical 

rituals as stated by Signi Lenefalk in his book 

Tenoesse Williams. The South, with its old- fashioned 

agrarianism, might counter the materialsm and cultural 

"barbar ism" of the North which was threatening to de-

stroy what was best in the Southern tradition 

(1961:2 2 ) .  The loss of south tradition had caused 

Tennesse Williams sympathy. Through his plays, he shows 

his sympathy for the decaying tradition and aristro

crate i n  the South whom he place in 'incredible situa-

tion . M ost of his s�bject matter is · to deplore about 

sex' and violence and his other works defend his bravery 

to investigate thoroughly the dark areas of human 

de sir e  and compulsion in which have not been treated by 

other cotemp orary dramatists. This is the first reason 

why I choose Tennes se Williams as my analysis. The 

second reason is that most of Tennesse Williams char-
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acters sust ain an imaginative world t o survive in the 

practical world, Thes e .charact e rs hold the world cha

racter i sed by impotence, st e rilit y, fragile spirit, 

illusion. 

A Streetcar N§med Desire is one of Tennes se 

Williams' works t hat pres ent us with t he idea of roman

ticism in an unromatic world . Blanche Dubois , the 

protagonist of t his play, is a symbol of romantic world 

by the way of her action that t ends to romantic lif e. 

Naturally, sh e is destroy ed by the unr omantic world. 

she Blanch e ,  in this case, is not t he real character, 

is prese nted by the out hor as a s ymbol of the 

people who their culture los t as result of the 

south 

inf lu-

ence of t he North's c� lt ure. The s outh people's way of 

life is not bas ed on their bes t culture anymore but 

th ey like to live in materialis tic life and the one who 

is able to adapt on this would will s urvive . •  They 

maintain the happine s s  based on mat erialistic one and 

not · buse d on religion, culture or norm that they are 

possessed by t he society before. Be cause of this , 

Blanche's thought was disturbed, she felt humilated, an 

and an, ob se ssion occur ed on her m i nd to convi n ce 

th e soci ety that her world is still able to give th e 
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happines s that' s why s he tried s o  hard to get rid of 

any ideas of unromanti c wo r l d OQ the s ociety. In this 

cas e ,  s he us ed myth, ill us ion, pretens e and lying to 

influence the s ociety s o  that her world could be ac-

cepted again in the s tociety and of cours e, what 

Blanche ' s  obs es s i ve reacti on is caus ed dis harmony an 

the s ociety. In s hort, I am interes ted in this problem 

s ince Blanche D ubois has an obs es s i on. And many people 

nowdays , tend to encounter with this obs es s ion. There

fore, by knowi ng more about the caus es of obs es s ion, we 

can do much better in l i fe not only by minimizing i t  

but als o to know more about the hard edge of reality 

that cou ld be bal ance d by imagi native freedom. 

I.2 Statement of the Prob l em 

As I have s tated in the background of the s tudy 

this play reflects t he obs es s i on of Blanche Dubois . 

Blanche felt h� mi l ated and di s turbance on her mind 

s i nce the s oci ety l i ves on unromantic world to reach 

s ome happines s .  That' s why Blanche tries SQ hard to g et 

rid of any unromantic world around her a nd s he empha

s izes to the s oci ety that her world is als o able to 

giv e s ome happ i nes s as s he pos s es s ed befor e. Bas ed 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI BLANCHE DUBOIS 'S OBSESSION... Margono 



7 

on the explai n ati on above, the s tatement of the problem 

wi 11 as fol low: 

( 1 )  How far does an obs es s i on exis t on Blanche D uboi s ?  

( 2 )  What impacts does Blan che Duboi s achi eve to her own 

pers on ali ty and t he peQple aroun d du� to her obs es 

s i on ?  

I.J Objecti ve of t he Stud y 

3.1. To fin d out how far the obs es s ion exi s t  on 

B l an che Duboi s ' s  pers on ali ty .  

3 . 2 .  To find out the i mpacts of Blan che D uboi s ' s  

obs es s i on .  I n  thi s s ens e, there are two 

impacts . Fi rs t, the one that wi ll rui n her 

own pers on ali ty i n  whi ch it may brin g i n to 

s elf des truction. The s econ d, one whi ch wi ll 

als o rui n the relati ons hi p wi th other people. 

I . 4 Si gn i fi canc� of the Stud y 

· I hope thi s thes is can be a valuable con tri buti on 

to t he st udy of li terary work, especially on t he 

i n tri ns ic as pect of literature. By an alys i n g  the 

pratogon i s t' s  obs es s i on of this play ( Blan che Duboi s ) , 

we 

an d 

/ 

arc able to unders tan d more about human s ufferi n gs 

human problems portrayed by her act i on s  on this 
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play. By doi n g  s o, we can s tudy from her and pos s ib l e 

to applay it in our real life. The problems pres en ted 

by the author is a univers al phen omen a, it does n ot 

on ly happen on the outhor ' s  time but it als o happen s at 

pres en t.  Through this an al y s is ,  we are expected to 

un ders tan d  about the· o'bs es sion of Blan che Dubois , s o  

that we able to take a valuable learning in our life. 

I.S Scope an d Limitat i on 

The s cope a n d  limitation of this thes is lie on the 

s tudy of Blan che' s obs es s ion . In this cas e, I wil l 

obs erve how far B lan che ' s obs es s ion exis t on this play 

through s tudying -0n the i n tri n s ic as pect, es pecially on 

plot, characteriz ation and s ettin g. Moreover, s in ce I 

als o obs erve the impacts of Dlan che' s obs es s ion , the 

ps ychological approach is qs ed to s upport my an alys is . 

I.6 Theor�tical Background 

The relevan t theory of this thes is is the obj ec

tive �heory. Th� reas on is that the objective theory 

views the n ature of literary work related with 

in tri n s ic as pect of literature. As s tated by M.11. 

Abraham in his book en title The Miror and the Lamp 

19 76: 
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T he work of art i n  i s olati on 'from all thes e 
external poi nts of reference, analys es i t  as s elf 
s u ffi c i ent enti ty cons ti tuated by i ts parts i n  
thei r i nternal relati ons , and s ets out to j udge i t  
s olel y by creteri a  i ntri ns i c  to its own mode of 
bei ng (2 6) . 

Howev er, I do not take all thes e intr i ns i c  as pect of my 

analysis, I only concentrate on plot, characteri zati on 

and s etti ng to fi nd out the obs es s i on on thi s play 

becau s e  thes e three terms are cons i dered repres entati ve 

for por traying the problems . 

I n  order to make my analys i s  more accurately, I 

u s e  ps ychologi cal approach i n  focus i ng this probl em, i n  

thi s cas e ,  the bas i c  theory i s  s tated by Rene Wellek 

and Au s ti n  Warren i n  hi s book enti tled Theory of 

Literature 1956 : 

By ps ychology of li terature, we may mean the 
ps ychologi cal s tudy of the wri ter, as type and as 
i ndi v i dual, of the s tudy of creati ve proces s ,  or 
the s tudy of the ps ychologi cal types and laws 
pres ent wi thi n works of li terature, or, fi nally, 
the effects of li terature upon i ts readers (81) . 

The·concept of ps ychology us e d  i s  the concept of obs es -

s i on s tated by John altroucch. H e  menti oned that obs es -

s i on can be v i ewed as devi ces to occupy the mi nd and 

di s place pai nful 1 thought. An obs es s i on reacti on, 

howev er, the anxi ety of i nner confli ct i s  trans lated 

i nto one or more ob s es s i on that plague the pers on , 
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whate v er he or she is doing and no matte r how har d he 

or she tr ies to get r id of it. (John Altrocch, abnormal 

be haviour , 1927, p. 68). 

1.7 Methode of the Study 

In analysing this thesis, I use a librar y 

r ese ar ch to obtain informations dealing with my subj e�t 

of d iscusion. In this r esearch, I collect some data 

fr om books, theories, dictionar ies, ar ticle s, e ncyclo

pae d ia and some pr inted mate r ials r elate d with Tennesse 

William's plays especially on A S treetcar N ame d Desire . 

Mor e ove r ,  I also look for information fr om othe r books 

r elated with my approach. 

D e scriptive analyse is also pr esented in dealing 

with this play, I collect some words fr om the scr ipts 

on my d ata, sometime s I analyes those data and quote 

them i n  pur e  f or m  and a lso I descr ibe them by parapr as

i ng and using connotative me aning . Afte r ana l ysing 

the m, I ar r ang e them in chr onological orde r .  

De side s that I use an i nte r pr etativ e analysis. In 

this case, I want to i nterpr ete what Te nne sse Williams 

tr ie d  to illustr ate his ide a of the play's meaning . In 

thi s matte r ,  I colle ct and ar r ange some e v e nts, inci 

d e nts and d ialogue f r om that play in which back up my 

i n te r pr e tation. 
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I.8 Defi n it ion of Key Terms 

Obs es s ion A recurring thought or image 

that s eems irration al and beyond 

con trol!. (Es s en t ial of ps y

chology, Spen cer a rat hus p.  

317) 

An obs es s ive reaction : Troublin g to the pers on when the 

o bs es s i on con t ain s exact ly the 

thought s or words that are mos t 

feared an d repuqn an t. (Abn ormal 

behaviour, John Altrocch, p. 69) . 

I llus ion A perception t hat does n ot 

corres pon d to obj ective facts . 

(En cyclopedid of ps ychology, 

fuble j ean ) . 

1.9 Organ i zat i on of t he Paper 

Bas i cally thi s thes is is devided into four chap

ters. The firs t chapt er is in troduct ion which con s is ts 

of backgroun d of t he s tudy, s t at emen t of t he problem, 

obj ective of the s tudy, s i gn i fican ce of the s tudy, 

s cope an d limitation , theoretical background, met hod of 

the s tudy, defin ition of key terms an d organ ization of 

the pnper. The s econ d chapter is theoretical framework. 

Thi s chapter con s is ts of three part s .  The firs t on e i s  
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obj ecti v e  theory es pecially the s tudy on 
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thes i s  is 

the t hree 

bas i c  elemen ts of play, that i s , plot, characteri zati on 

and s ettin g. The s econ d on e i s  related s tudi es about 

thi s work. And the third on e i s  ps ychologi cal approach. 

I n  thi s part, I us e John Alrocch' s theory about obs es 

s i on .  The third chapter i s  an alys is . It con s i s ts of 

four parts . The fi rs t  part talks about the plot of thi s 

p lay, the s econ d part talks about the characteri zati on 

of Blanch e Duboi s ,  the thi rd part talks about the 

s etti ng and the las t one, I als o pres en t the i mpacts of 

D lanche's obs es s io n  toward the people around as well as 

her own pers on ali ty . And the las t chapter is th e con

clu s ion of th i s  thes i s .  
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