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CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

II.l R e l ated Theories 

In order to un der s tand a l i terary wor k wel l ,  on e 

h as to possess a basi c the ory about i t . Gen eral l y  it 

consi sts of four di ffer ent theor i es .  The di ffer ences 

li e on the appr opri ate pos i ti on i n  j udgi ng l i ter ar y 

wor k. They are pragmati c theory, express i ve theor y, 

em i tati ve theor y an d obj ecti ve theor y .  

The appropriat e theory appl ied i n  ana l ys i n g  thi s 

p l ay i s  the obj ecti ve theor y s i nce th i s  th esi s i n  

deali ng a l ot with an i ntr i n s i c  as pect of l i terary work 

i tse l f ,  especi al ly on the el emen t of the pl ay .  Th i s  

theor y v i ews the n ature of l i terar y work i n  relati on 

wi th i ts form and con ten t of l i ter at�re . Accordi n g  to 

M.H. Abr ah am i n  hi s book en ti tled The Miror and tbe 

!&ml! ( 1976) : 

Th e wor k of art i n  i so l ati on fr om al l th es e exte r 
n a l  points of r efer ence, anal yz es it as a self 
su ffi ci ent en ti ty con sti tuated by i ts parts i n  
th ei r i nter n al r elati ons, and sets out t0 judge it 
solely by cr eter la i ntri ns i c  to i ts own mode of 
bei ng ( p. 2 6)  

F r om that quotati on above, I can con lude th at i f  one 

wants to under stan d the meani n g  of l i ter ar y  wor k, one 
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f is able to trace it through the intrins ic as pect 

wi thou t any other s upporting theories . So far we have 

kn own that i ntrins ic as pect cons is ts of con tent and 

form . Thes e elements according to R ene Wellek and 

Au s ti n  Warren are called the s tructure of literature . 

stru cture is a con cept inclu din g both con ten t and 
f orm s o  far as they-are organized for aes thetic 
pu r pos es . The form of art is , then , con s idered as 
a whole s ys tem of s ign s ,  or s tructu re of s ign s ,  
s ervi n g  a s pecific aes thetic purpos es (p. 14 0) . 

However, this res earch is limited on the form of 

li ter ary work s in ce this thes .l s is bas i cly character 

an alys is , that i s  di s cus s in g  about (obs es s ion of 

Blanche Du boi s ) .  Meanwhile, the pres en tation of plot 

an d s ettin g on this thes is are to s upport my an alys i s  

for thes e three poi nt as the are mayor elements which 

are repres entative en ough to reveal the a i m  of thi s 

res earch. Thu s ,  I cons i der i t  i s  es s en tial to des cri be 

thes e elemen ts of the play. 

11.1.1 Element of Play 

A play, like any other ki nd of fict i on s ,  has its 

elemen ts s uch as plot, characterization, s etti n g, poin t 

of vi ew, s tyle, s ubj ect matter and theme. Thes e ele

men ts are in cluded in in trin s ic as pect of play. I Will 
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onl y, li mi t e  on plot , ch aract eriz at ion and se t t i ng t o  

f i nd out t he i nfe ri ori t y  fee li ng of B lanche. Th e reason 

i s  t hat, t he se t h re e  poi nt s are ve ry i mport ant e le me nt s 

of l i t erary work. For exampl e,  b y  underst andi ng t he 

plot , we wi ll know the me ssag e , me ani ng , of t he . st ory 

since every st ag e  of plot h as alre ady cont ai ne d  t he 

whole el eme nt s t h at could b ui ld t h e  f i ct i on work. And 

t he present at i on of ch aract e ri zat i on i s  also very 

i mport ant si nce e ve ry conf l ict , e ve nt s ,  emotion, i dea 

and mot ivat i on are creat ed b y  the charact ers . The 

sett ing is also e ssent i al since i t  i s  able to cre at e a 

t ot alit y and u ni t y  of t he whol e cont t ent of f i ct i on 

work. By, knowi ng t he set t i ng ,  we wi l l  know t he per

so na l habit s ,  t h e i r  soci al st at us and t h ei r  i nt e re st . 

11 . 1 . 1.1 P l ot 

Plot is t he se quence of i ncide nt s or e vent s of 

whi ch a st ory i s  composed (Laure nce p ,  1973) . As we 

know, a pl ay i s  composed of a se ri e s  of i nci de nt s or 

e pi sode whi ch follow aft e r  one anot h er according t o  t he 

playwrig ht 's imag inat i on. Act ual ly any plot of a 

dramat ic work i s  re l at i one d t o  t he conf lict aspe ct , 

which can e i t he r  b e  psychol og i ca l , soci al  of even bot h. 

It can invol ve a charact er ' s st rugg l e  ag ai nst anot h er 
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, 
person, agai nst t h e  env i ront ment or ag ainst h imse lf or 

h erself ( E dg ar V 1986). M oreov e r ,  t h e  most import ant 

aspe ct i n  plot i s  it s re lat i onsh i p  t o  ch aract e r' s.  

E very t h ing i n  plot , t h at is, e v e ry inci de nt s are i nt o-

duced be cause of t h e  part i cular f e e li ng of part i cular 

ch aract er at a part i cular t i me .  The re i s  not h i ng i n  t h e  

play wh ich is not a product of ch aract e r  mot i v at i on. 

Wh at plot does , t h e n , i s  t ranslat e d  t h e essence of t h e 

ch aract e r  i deas i nt o  appropri at e  act ion (Chri st oper 

R ussell R ,  1966). I n  sh ort , unde rst anding a plot we 

will e nable us t o  know about t h e cont ent of t h e st ory 

cle arly si nce ev e ry plot h as alre ady cont ai ne d some 

element s t h at are able t o  f orm a st ory , more ove r 

t h rough plot we will know t h e ch aract er s and set t ing 

are like. 

Accordi ng t o  Edgar V R obert s on h is book e nt i t le 

Li t e ra t ure: An Introduction to Reading and Writing 

(1986), cash plot g e ne rally h as f i v e  plot st ruct ure. 

Th ey are e xposi t i on, complicat ion, crisis or climax, 

cat ast roph e and resolut i on. In t h e e xposi t ion, i n  t h is 

st age , we are int roduce d wi t h  t h e  essent i al backg round 

informat ion, we are int roduced t o  t h e  ch aract ers, the 

sit u at ion and t h e conflict s. I n  t h i s  play , the aut h or 

prov i de d  t he exposi t i on b y  i nt roducing some ch aract e rs 
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(Ste lla Kowal ski, Stanl e y  Kowal ski, Blanche Dub ois, 

M itch , E unice Hub b e ll,  N e g ro wome n ,  doct or, nurse ) , th e 

si t ua t i on of t he place (the ci ty and t he b ui ldi ng ) and 

a l so t he conf li ct s  or t h e  prob le m .  Th e prob le m i s  an 

e ve nts a s  B lanche Dub oi s  arrive s to v isi t h e r  si st e r, 

Ste lla. I t  is ve ry import ant b e cause he r arri val has 

caused a gre a t  infl ue nce t oward St a n l e ' s f amily and the 

pe ople around t h e m  due to he r ob se ssi on .  The ex posi ti on 

is f oll owe d b y  compl i cati on, i n  whi ch the conf l ict s 

grow more he at e d  and th e plot b e come s fa r more in-

valved . T h e  compl ica tion i n  t his pl a y  b eg ins wh e n  

Sta nle y b e come s ang ry ove r se ri e s  of incide nts. B l anch e 

Dub ois' s a rriva l in E l ysian Fie l ds h as dist urb e d  st an-

l ey 's p l e a sure s as we l l  as privacy. During a poke r g ame 

with his f ri e nds one e ve ni ng ,  st anl e y  i s  up se t b y  

mitch 's inte ru pt i on f or want i ng t o  chat wi t h  B l anch e . 

H e  is f urious as we ll by t he loud music f rom t he radio 

coming from B l anche 's R oom . S t anl ey e nte rs B l anche 's 

Roo� f ie rce ly a nd l ate r losse s the ra di o o ut th e win-

d ow. 

sma ll confl i ct s  b e twe e n  stanl e y  a nd his wif e ,  

S te l la a nd b e twe e n  Stanl e y  and B l anch e g row b ig g e r, 
..... 

morever, since B lanch e ke e ps on pe rsua ding ste l l a  t���""' 
. .  ' "'\ 

le ave h er h usba nd. B l anch e ha s ca l le d  stanl ey "a nima l" , · · . ·  · ��·: 
/ 

. . .. ·· /,,' 
. .)

' 
,'/ 

.... j • � ....... /,/ 
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" su b  h umas", or "su r vi vor of t h e  ston� ag e ". Th e c o n

f I i c t re a c h e s  i t s  p e ak wh e n  st e lla h as aske d stanle y to 

cle ar th e tab le af te r ti i s m e al; a f avo r whic h h a s n e ve r  

d o n e  by ste lla b e f or e  Blanch e ' s  ar r i val. In h i s  ang e r, 

st a n l ey h a s  h u r l ed t he p l a t e  t o  t he flo o r ,  y e l l in g  a n d  

c o nv i n c i n g St e l la t ha t  h e  i s  t he mas t e r  o n  h i s  own 

h o u se ;  th e r e f or e , h e  may 4o wh at h e  wants. 

Two i mpor t ant th i ng s  h ave o c c u r e d  i n  t h e  c l i ma x . 

Fi r st, Stanle y h as "gr aci ou sly" aske d B l a n c h e  t o  le ave 

E l ysia n f i e l d s f or laur e l  b y  g i ve n  h e r  a b us t i c k e t an 

h e r  b i r t hd a y . B y  askin g B l a n c h e  to l e ave h i s  h o u se , 

st a n l e y wan t s  t o  pr oof to B lanche t h at h e  is t he h e ad 

o f  the f a mi l y; a n d  mo r e ve r ,  t h e Kowa l sk i  n e e d s  more 

sp a c e  room in t h e house s i n c e  s t e lla is going t o  h a v e  a 

baby. T h e  se c o n d  is wh e n  he c o n vin c e s  m i tc h  t h at 

B l a n c he has f o o l e d h i m w i t h  h e r  gre a t  l ie s  o f  her b e in g  

" pu r e "  and " inn oc en t " .  M i tc h , w h o  is d i l l u s s i o n e d  b y  

t h e  in f o rma t io n s  re f u se s  t o  ma rry B l a n c h e  b u t  is trying 

l o  sed u c e her after l e a rn i ng a b o u t her c o n d u ct in 

laurel'. 

The c a t as t ro p h ic , t h e part in tha t single mome n t  

o f  revelation whe n a l l the pie c e s  f a l l  into p l a c e , i s  

o f t e n  c a u se d  b y  t h e d isc o v e r y  o f  in forma tio n o n  the 

coming to l ight o f  same e v e n t ,  l a t e r, we learn th at 
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Stanley a s  we l l  a s  mitc h r e a l ize t ha t  B l a n c he ' s  o b s e s 

sion has tro u b l e d t he ir e x is t e n c e . Mit c h  d e c i d e s  n o t  t o  

marr y B lanche b e c a u s e  she is n o t  c l e a n  e n o ugh t o  

in the ho u s e  wi t h  his mo t he r .  The r e so l u a t io n  

b r in g  

i s  t he 

par t o f  p l ay in whi c h  o n f l ic t s  a r e  r e so lve d ,  l ive s a r e  

s tra ig ht e n e d  o u t o r  e n d e d , a n d  I loo se e nd s  a r e  t ie d  

u p . The e n d  o f  t he c o n f l ic t s  a n d  t he p r o b l ems a r e  the 

ra pin g o f  S t a n l e y Kowa l s ki t owa r d  B l a n c he Dubo is a n d  

taking he r t o  t he st a t e me n t a l  in s t i t u t io n . 

11.1.t.2 Char acterization 

A c ha r a c t e r  in a p l ay is a p e r so n  c r e a t e d b y  a 

p l a y wright to c a r r y the a c t i o n , l a n g u age , id e as a n d  

emot i o n s  of the p l ay ( Edga r V. Ro b e r t , 1986}. F r o m  t ha t  

qu ota t i o n ,  we ha ve a l r e ad y  k n own t ha t  t he pre s e n t a tion 

o f  t he c harac te r s i n  a s t o r y is ve r y  impo r t an t  b e c a u s e  

t he conf l i c t s ,  t he eve n t s, mo t iva t io n s , i d e a s ,  emo t io n s  

a nd i n c id e n t s  a r e  p r od u c e d  b y  t he e x ist e n c e  o f  t he 

c ha�acters . The ma i n  a c t io n  a n d  t he a tt i tu d e  o f  each 

c ha r a c t e rs o n  a s t o r y  a re l og i c a l l y in te r r e l a t e d s o  

that w e  know e x a c t l y  t he p l o t o f  s t o r y and the b e s t  

p l ot is a lso n a t u r a l l y ge n e r ate d  by t h e p r e s e n tat i o n o r  

the chnr acters, mo r e o v e r ,  w e  wi l l gain the c r id ib i l i ty 

a n d  the c l e a r  u n d e r s t a n d in g  t o  t he who l e  c o n te n t  o f  t he 

story. 
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B a s ic l y  t h e r e a r e  m a n y  t yp e s  o f c h a r a c t e r in 

fiction wor k . T h e y  c ou l d  be m i n o r  and mayo r c h a r a c te r , 

p r o tago n is t a n d  a n t ago n is t c h a r a c t e r , foi l a n d  f l a t 

character, r e a l i s t i c  a n d  n o n  r e a l i s tic c h a r a c t e r  a n d  s o  

o n . A n d  t h i s  t h e s is is l i m i t e d  o n  t h e fo c u s i n g o f  the 

p r o tagonis t c ha r a c t e r  o f  t h i s  p l a y ( B l an c h e ' s  pe r 

s o n a l i t y ) . 

I n  s h o r t ,  e ve n t h o u g h  t h e c h a r a c te r s  i n  a s t o r y  is 

some times a f i c t i o na l ma n , but they are able to r e v eal 

some human p r o b l ems e n c ou n te r e d  by man's life nowdays. 

The prob l em p r e s e n t e d by t h e c h a r a c t e r s a r e  ge n e r a l l y 

phenomena a n d  u n a v o i d a ble in man ' s  l if e  s u c h  a s  o b s e s 

sion, r e ven ge , h a t r e d , g r e e d y , j e a l o u s y  a n d  s o  o n .  

That's why t h r o u g h  a l ite r a r y  wo r k  i s  o n e  the good ways 

to find out s om e s o l v i n gs ,  gu i d an c e  i n  order it w i l l 

b r i n g u s  more h um a n . 

TT. 1. l.J Se t t ing 

Se t t i n g i n  a f ic t ion is t he p l a c e  w h e r e  the e v e n ts 

o c c u r  nn d th e t i me o r  a g e  o f  t h e a c tio n . Se t t in g  i s  so 

related to the o th e r  s t r u c tu r e  of a l ite rary work to 

make totality mea n i n g a n d  u n i ty o f  the co n te n t  of 

f i c t i o n pu r po s e d  by a u t h o r . Th a t ' s why s e t t in g  has a 

re l a t i o n ship w i t h  c ha r a c t e r i z a t i o n ,  p l o t ,  a t mos p h e r e  
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a n d t h eme o f  t he s t o r y . Be s i d e s  t ha t , '
s e t t i n g i s  ab l e  

t o  e s t a b l i s h t he a t mo s ph e r e  which h e l p  c re a t e  t h e mood , 

s e tt i n g  may a l s o  e x pl ain s o me t h i n g  a b o u t t h e f i c t io n a l  

cha ra c t e r  i n  a s t ory. And t h e de t a i ls o f  s e �t i n g c a n  

g i ve th e i n f o rma t io n  a b o u t t h e ir pe rs o n a l i t y t ra i t s ,  

t h e i r  pe r s o n a l hab i t s , t h e i r  s o c i a l  s t a t u s a n d  t he ir 

int e r e s t . (Gu e n e s , Ed . D .  1980). Ac c o r d i ng t o  Le o 

Hama l i a n a nd Fre d e rick s e t t in g  is n o t  ju s t  c o n c e rn in g  

of phy s ic a l s u c h  a s  p l a c e , t im e , o r  e ve n t b u t i t  i s  

al s o  much con c e rn in g  wit h phy c h o l ogic a l  o n e  s u c h  a s  

a t mo s p h e r e  re l a t e d t o  a t t i t ud e , way o f  t h i n king o r  

s t yl e  o f  l i f e i n  t h e s o c i e t y  (Drs . Amin u d i n  M . Pd 1987) 

As i n  A S t ree t c ar Named Desire, t h e b a c kg r o u n d  of t h i s  

p l a y  is i n  New Or l e a n  (a c o s mopo l ita n c it y ) wh e re t h e re 

i s  a r e l a t i v e l y wa rm a n d  easy in t e rm i ng l i n g o f  r a c e s  i n  

t h e ol d part of t own . Te n n e s s e  W i l l i ams pre s e n t s  t h i s  

s e t t i ng t o  s how u s  t he ma t e r ia l is t i c  a n d  i n d u s t rial 

s o c i e t y o n  h i s  a g e . It  is a b u s y  town a n d  t he way o f  

th inki ng do n o t l i e o n  r e l ig i ou s , t ra d i t io n a l  culture 

or n o r m  o f  s o c i e t y  b u t  e v e r y t hing can b e  m e a s u re d  by 

ma t e r i a l s u c c e s s . Th e on e who c a n  not  ad a pt in  t h i s  

s o c i e t y  w i l l  b e  i s o l a t e d ,  l ike t h e pro t a gon i s t  

ch a ract e r  o f  t his p l ay ,  B l an c h e  Du b o i s .  S h e  is d i l lu s 

s i o n ed s i n c e  h e r  way o f  t h i n k i n g  i s  a l wa y s  r e f f e r i n g  t o  
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h e r  d e f e n d i n g t h e o l d  t ra di t i o n a l  cu l tu re o f  t he 

sou th e r n  p l a n ta tio n . 

11.2 Re lated Studies About Thi s Work 

Te n ne s s e  Wi l l iams ' work , A s t r e e t ca r  Named D e s i re 

i s  a d rama t h a t  is n e v e r  e nd in g  to b e  a n a l y z e d .  I 

b e l i e ve m a n y  w r i t e r s h a v e  d is c u s s e d  m a ny a s pe c t s  o f  

t h i s  p l a y; S in c e  t h i s  wo rk c o n ta in s  many va l u a b l e 

e l e me n t s  o f  l if e .  N e v e r t he l e s s , in t his t h e s is ,  I h a v e  

focu s e d a n d  o b s e rve d a n o t h e r  a s pe c t o f  l i f e ;  tha t  i s  

t h e i n f e r i orit y f e e l in g  t h a t  o c c u r s  i n  t h e pro t a -

go n i s tis i n  t his c a s e  B l a n c h e  Du b o is ,  l i f e . 

The re l a t e d s t u d ie s in t he th e s i s  came f rom 

s e ve ra l a rtis t s  who h a v e  g ive n comme n t s  as we l l  as 

c r i tics a b o u t  th e p l ay; p a r t ic u l a ry re gard i n g B l a n c h e  

Du bois p e rs o n a I·ity . Th e i r  Comme n t s  a n d  cr i tic s , i n  o n e  

wa y o r  a n o th e r ,  n ot on l y  re l a te to my s tudy b u t  a l s o 

giv e me more id e a s  for my t h e s is . 

The f i rs t comme n t  or c rticis m a re comin g f rom 

S i gn i  Le n e f al k o n  h i s  book e n tit l e  Te nnes e Willi am 

( 1961 ) 

Th e mo s t  o b vio u s l y trappe d in d i v i d u a l s  are th e 
d e l i c a t e  a n d  u n c o n v in t io n a l  c h ara c te r: th e 
s o u the r n  g e n t l ewome n l ike Lau re W i n gf i e d who c a n  
n ot ad j u s t  t o  con t e mpora r y  s o cie ty: or othe r s  l i ke 
a B l a n c h e Du bois or a n  Anma W i n em i  l ie r ,  to r n  
b e twe e n  a n a tu ra l i n s t i n c ts a n d  i d e a l s i mposed by 
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a purit an cul t ure : or de re l icks l ike Har dl uck 
Kil roy, st r ande d and h e l pl ess in rut h l e ss, busine s 
s ociet y - none of t h e m  pre par e d  f or survival in a 
high l y compe t it ive worl d ar e of spe ci al int e rest 
t o  t h e play wr igh t (p. 169). 

aase d on t h e q uat at ion above S ig ni Le ne f al k  h as t r ie d 

t o  r eveal t h e wome ns' ch aract e r  wh o are a survival for 

t h eir e xist e nce in a h igh l y compe t it ive wor l d. M ost of 

them are n ot able t o  adapt on t h is worl d. They avoid t o  

face th e r eal fa ct of t h e  t ime wh ich un for t unat el y i s  

con s t ras t wit h t h e ir p e rsonal it y.  By avoidin g t o  rea-

l ise th at t h e ir "real " worl d is meve l y  a dream of t h e 

pas t , t h ey are de st r oye d since t hey can h ardly sur vive 

in a wor ld wh ich is h igh ly compe t it ive . 

T h e  s econd comme nt come s f rom C.W.E. B igsby on h is 

book ent i t l e  A Crjt ical: Int r oduct ion t o  T went iet h 

Cent ury Ame ri can Drama (1986). Accordin g t o  h im � 

Str eetca r N amed Desire suggest s a st ory of a girl of 

good f amily wh o was re duced by r ape t o  dest it ut ion , 

deg�adat ion, insul t and madne ss. The t rut h of t h e  

p r ot a gon is t of t h is pl ay B l anch e D ubois, consist s as 

much o f  her despe rat e f i ct ions as of t h e mome nt of 

bet r ayel t h ey are invoke d t o  e xorcise . Th e past h as i t s 

secrets but t h ey are not fl o urish as a t ot al e xplaina

t ion of t h e pr esen t .  T h eir st r e ngh t l i es in t h e ir 
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imaginative power at a time when thi imagination is 

itself under assoult by rasionalism and materialism, 

( p. J) . 

II. J Psychological Approach 

In order to make my analysis more accurate, I use 

psychological approach in focusing the problems as 

st11tccl by Rene Wellek and Austin Warr en in thei r book 

entitle Theory O f  Literature (1956) : 

Dy psychology of literature, we may mean the 
psychological study of the writer, as type and as 
individual, of the study of creative process, or 
the study of the psychological types and laws 
present within works of literature, or, finally, 
the effects of literature upon its readers (81) 

From the quatation above, this thesis limits on the 

study of psychological types and laws present within 

works of literature, especially on the study of 

chnracter (protagonist character). When we study the 

fiction work's character, we are indirectly studying 

about man's behaviour and man's life. The problems 

presented by the author through the characters arc 

general phenomena, although it may not exist on the 

author's life but it may exist up to now. The presenta-

tion of psychology in this thesis is appropriate since 
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the approach is very closely related to man's behaviour 

and human mental process. In this matter I want to see 

Blanche Dubois' interiority feeling. By having psy

chology as my support I am looking for the answers of 

Blanche Dubois' reasons for being inferior. I also 

hopes that the resolution concerning the problem can be 

obtained through psychological approach, since miller 

in Psychology ; The Petsonal Science believes that 

"psychology is a profession aimed at improving the 

quality of life", (p.3) . 

In applying the approach in my study, I have used 

John altrocch's theory who states that obsession is a 

persistent, recurrent thought. In an obsessive reac

tion, the anxtely of inner carflict is translated into 

one or more obsession tha� plague that person, whatever 

he or she is doing and no matter how hard he or she 

tries to get rid of it. An obsessive reactions are 

aften accompanted by severe doubting and brooding but 

little constructive behaviour and it is especially 

troubling to the person what the obsession contains 

exactly the thought or words that are most feared and 

repugnuant. An obsession can be also viewed or devices 

to occupy the mind and displace painful! though. 

(Abnormal behaviour, John Altrocch, 1927, p.68) . 
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