
FINDING A VOICE OF HER OWN IN ZORA NEALE 
HURSTON'S THEIR EYES WERE WATCHING GOD : 

A GENETIC STRUCTURALISM READING 

A THESIS 
Submitted In partial fulfillment of the Requirements for the 

SarJana Degree of the English Department of Faculty of Letters 

Alrlangga University Surabaya 

By : 

Maria A. Novita Poerwanto 
St. N : 079815248 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF LETTERS 

AIRLANGGA UNIVERSITY 

2000-2001 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI FINDING A VOICE OF HER OWN... Maria A. Novita Poerwanto



I dedicate this thesis to my beloved Dad (Alm. fgn. Poerwanto) 

and my 'one in a million' Mom (A. Nico fine Femmy Poerwanto) 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI FINDING A VOICE OF HER OWN... Maria A. Novita Poerwanto



English Department 

Faculty of Letters 

Airlangga University 

2000/2001 

Approved to be examined 

Surabaya, 5 December 2000 

Thesis Advisor, 

Diah Ariani Arimbi. S.S .. M.A. 

NIP. : . ��.� ���}.�.t . 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI FINDING A VOICE OF HER OWN... Maria A. Novita Poerwanto



Accepted and approved by the board of examiners of English Department, 

Faculty of Letters, Airlangga University on December, 14th 2000 

The Thesis Examiners are: 

. 131836628 NIP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Ors. 

. 131570348 NIP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Diah Ariani Arimbi. S.S. M.A 

NIP. : . . . . . �.�.���.�.�.�? ........ . 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI FINDING A VOICE OF HER OWN... Maria A. Novita Poerwanto



Acknowledgements 

First and foremost I'd like to thank You dear Jesus and Mother Mary 

for letting me finish this thesis right on time. There were times when I felt so 

desperate and thus was tempted to give up writing this thesis. Yet You give 

me such strength and guidance to overcome all the obstacles I 've 

encountered during the process. 

It is really a tough work to list every single person whom I'd like to 

thank to in this acknowledgement. I owe a great deal to an the people I know; 

the people whom I might forget to mention in this 'wall of fame'. Let me start 

from the top of the list. I'd like to thank my 'one in a million' mom (A.N Femmy 

Poerwanto) for has given me everything she could to support me. Words, 

even the most beautiful ones will never be enough to express my love and 

gratitude to you. You've been the greatest single parent ever for me and 

Dodo. I love you mom, a million times more than ever! I also dedicate this 

thesis to my dad (Alm. lgn. Poerwanto). I'll never give up fighting to be your 

number one! 

I'd also like to thank my big family; my brother, Dodo-, grannie Thilda, 

grannie Anna, Auntie Elly-Uncle Eric, Auntie Jeanne-Uncle Martin, Uncle Leo­

Auntie Ninik, Uncle Lexie-Auntie Opie, Uncle Lady-Auntie Chenda and Auntie 

lsye-Uncle Erwin. Thanks to all my cousins too; Danny for his distant support, 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI FINDING A VOICE OF HER OWN... Maria A. Novita Poerwanto



and Lieke and Cintha, far away in Holland. To Lieke in particular, thanks for 

all the literary discussions we have had so far. We will always make great 

match, won't we? Thanks to Maya for the encouragement and the week end 

shopping and fun, to my little cousins; lkal, Anya, Litzar and Rillo, thanks for 

'entertaining' me whenever I feel like writing this thesis for ages. 

One of the most important persons in my life whom I owe bunch of 

gratitude is Paco. Thanks for being the love of my life these last five years, for 

loving me and motivating me when I ran out of ideas. You're my inspiration 

indeedl May God bless us both; our future plans and everything. 

I also want to thank all of my friends at the English Department Unair, 

mostly those who belong to the class of 96; Hengky (our predecessor!), Rina, 

Yuven, Alice (thanks for your 'little help'), Uni, Vitria, Erta, Kenya, Nana, Uda, 

Diah, Kiki F&W, Sulis, Angga and the others. Also to the class of 97; Kika, 

Rani, Lulu, Vati, lndah and Meity. Hope our friendship never ends as we are 

leaving this campus one by one. 

Had i not been supported by this excellent and most talented thesis 

advisor, I might have to take another semester to finish my idealistic thesis. 

Thanks Bu Diah Ariani Arimbi, S.S. M.A. for the ideas, discussions and the 

encouragementl Let me also thank all the English Department lecturers, 

especially my academic advisor, Ms Widjajati for being the most supportive 

lecturer these four and a half years. I also owe a great deal of thanks to all 

the English Department Unair lecturers; thanks for making me what I am now. 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI FINDING A VOICE OF HER OWN... Maria A. Novita Poerwanto




