
CHAP TER I 

I N T R O D U CTI O N  

1. 1. �kgrouqd of the Study 

I t  i s  w i t h  good r eason that A r c h i ba ld H enderson. 

o f f i c i al b i ograp her of  h i s subj ect. en t i t led h i s  wo r k  

George fliu:n.ar.d Shaw: H.an. n!. .t.M Century. Among t he 

l i t erat u r e, n o  s e t  o f  initials were more w id e ly kn own t han • 
G.B . S .  A Lond on publ i s h ing f i rm bought space i n  t he t i mes 

to vo ice i ts g r e e t ings : 

GBS 

H a il to thee, b l i t he sp i r i t  

( J ames K .  Lower s , 1964:5) 

George Be rn ard S haw is t he grP.a t e s t  o f  many I r i s hmen 

who have wr i t ten fine· p l ays in t h e Eng li s h  language . 

Bes ides a p l aywr i�ht he i s  also � soc i a l  c r i t ic who 

c harmed and p r ovo ked his middle-�lnss aud ien c e  by h i s  

br i l l i an sat i r ica l w i t . M o s t  part o f  h i s  p l ay d e a l  w i t h  

some r e a l  prob lem or q u e s t i on w h ich m ight ar i se i n  t he 

l i f e  o f  any o rd i n a ry p e rson - many of t hem can also be 

found in h i s own d ay .  

S haw ' s  t h in k ing and wr i t ing are in f l u en ced b y  Hen r i k  

I bsen , t he revo lutjon ary N o rweg ian d ramat i s t, i n  many ways . 

W . W .  Robson in Mod e_r n. Em!.lish L..i.t..e..r.a.t.ui:.e. ( 1970: 2) i;;tated : 
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Bu t S haw 's mas t e r  in d r ama was n o t  primar i ly · a 
w r i t e r  of com edy . H i s  c hos en med ium f o r  enforc ing 
h i s  i d eas was t he new Eu ropean t heat r e  �f I bsen. 
I bs en ' s  ma i n  t heme in t he tyranny and in human i ty 
of  soc i a l  conven t i on , w h i c h  den i e s t o  hu man 
b e i ngs t he i r  n eed t o  expr ess t h e i r  un ique and 
pecu l iar nat u r e s . 

T hese k inds of  t heme can a l so be found in Shaw's. T herefore 

some r egard t ha t  he i s  an i c on o c l a s t  or an i mage- b r eaker. 

I conoc last, as s ta t ed in A . S  Hornby ' s  Oxford Advanced 

Learner· s 12� JJ!.. c.u.r..r.em Engl i sh, is a p e r son who 

a t tack s  p op u l ar be liefs or e s t ab l i shed cu s t oms w h i c h  he 

t h inks m i s taken or unwise (1974:420). Shaw d o e s  n o t  l ike 

t he conven t i onal i deas w h i c h  ex i s t  in soc i e t y. I t  can be 

seen in Shaw. Pygmalion. Notes ( 1959: 10) as fo l l ows 
I 

Ano t he r m o s t  c ha r a c t e r istic d ev i c e  i s  M r . Shaw ' s  
un ique capas i ty for i n v e r s ion of  i d eas and 
inver s i on o f  s i tuat ion . S haw's roman t ic 
c haract e r s are com i c a l  because he revea l s  t h ings 
as t hey r e a l l y  ar e , i n s t ead of  cove r ing t hem up 
w i t h roman t i c and c onventiona l  t in s e l. The 
c harac t e r s  expr ess id eas, conven t i ons ,  and 
con cep t s  of which t h ey change t he c u s t omary 
val u e s  and so make absu rd and r id icu l o u s  t ha t  
w h i c h  i s  u su a l l y  con s i d e red good and j u st , and 
v i ce ver s a . 

A s  a n on - conf o rm i s t  p e r son , Shaw o f ten p r es en t s  s om e t h ing 

which i s  c on s id e red as an un conven t i on a l  id ea . For examp l e ,  

i n  h i s  Caesar and Cleopatra • he p r esen t s  C leopat ra as a 

s ix t e en -year- o ld girl, innocen t ,  and un exp e r i en c ed w i th 

men , yet , i n  t he s oc iety's image ( per haps a l so in ours) 
' 

as ra ised in Shakespea re's An..t..Q.Il� and Cl eopatra - C leopa t ra 

•. 
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i s  w e l l - kn own as a beau tifu l q u een as we l l  as a s ed u c e r . 

As a s o c i a l  c r i t ic , S haw u s ed h i s  p l ays to c r i t i c ize 

the socie t y·. Yet h i s  p l ays are humo rous . One o f  h is un ique 

characteristics is h i s. hab i t  of u s i ng provocative paradox, 

w h i c h  he u s ed t o  p r ovoke t he reader·s o r  the aud ience ' s  

t hought o r  fee l in g . Par·ad ox, .as wr i t  ten in A .  S. H o rnby ·.s . . 

Oxford Ad..Y..ancJtli. L_�rner..� s D_Wi.onar.Y Q.f. CU.r..am.t. English,· 

i s  a s tateme n t  that seems t o  say something oppo s i t e  t o  t he 

common sense o r  t he truth bu t which may con tain a t ru t h  

( 1974:609). T h i s  p a radox seems to be an i r on y  w h i c h  makes 

�he r e ad e r s  o r  the aud i e n c e s  look upon t hemselves . 

Therefore t he audienc e s  and c r i t ics were by tu rn s s hocked , 

delig h t ed, fu r iou s � and amu s ed a f t e r  see ing t h e  play. Ru th 

Ad am in H.ha.t. .5..h.aH. BeallY- 5..a.id. s t a t ed that even t he king 

" . . .  c ame t o  ·Arms and the Man· and frdwn ed , to ·John 

Bull ' s  O t he r  I s land and l au ghed so mueh t hat he b r o ke h i s  

c h a i r . "  ( 1966: 17). 

Shaw ' s  way o f  thin k ing i n  presenting h i s  plays in 

w hi c h  he at tac ked t he conven t i on a l  concep t s  an d id eas of 

t he p eople i n t e r e s t s  me to c hoose one o f  his plays as my 

subj ec t . Abou t t he reason w hy he wrote p l ays , he s a id 

himself 

. I 'm no ord inary p l aywr igh t . I am a spe c i a l i s t  i n  
imm o r al and h e r et i c al p lays . M y  r epu t at i on was 
g a i n ed by my pRrsisten t  st ruggle to force t he 
public to rP.cnnsjder jts morals . I wr ite plays 
with the delihera te obi��t of conve r t ing t he 
n a t i on to my 0pinion on sf'>xual and s o c i al 

. ·: 
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matte r s . I have 
plays, as I am 
live lihood . (Shaw. 
1959 : 19) 

no oth e r  .incentive to 
not d epend ent on it 

Anl�. and .t.h.e.. H.an...... 

. .  

w r i t e  
f o r  my 

Notes. 

In Major lllttbaxa. Shaw shows t he d i s i l lu s i on men t of  an 

idealist who is - in t h i s  case - r e p r e s e n t ed by Barbara , a 

priestess of a c hu rch n amed t he Sa lva t i on Army . Through 

this play, S haw wants t o  criticize s ome c on cepts of 

Christianity. Accord ing to the Church, t he en emy o f  human 

being is poverty an ev i l  that . . comes f rom human. 

injustice, n o t  f rom supernaturnl misc h i e f . Spoken by 

Undershaft, the a r mament millionaire, Shaw states that 

poverty is the worst of crimes. It beoomes a par ad ox ic al 

situation bett.leen Barbara and UndP.rshaft. Th i s  k ind o f  

problem s eems a lways t o  ex i s t  in human l if e . In ou r r e a l  

life itse l f , poverty o f t en bec omes a prob lem . W e  can f ind 

poverty everywhere and t he r e  i s  st i l l  a b ig q u est ion : How 

to overcome th i s  p r ob lem ? H ow can pov e r ty
.

be ab o l i shed ? 

Shaw's op i n i on in this p l ay wan t s  u s  to recon s id e r  t h i� 

p rob lem and it b e comes the reason why I choose t h i s  p l ay 

as my top i c  in th i s  res e ar ch . M o r e over. be ing a C hr ist ian , 

I want to know what con cepts of  C hrist ian i ty w h i c h  are 

opposed by Shaw . 

1.2 . Objective .a.f. .t.h.e. 5..t.u.d.Y 

The obj ective o f  the s t udy is to find the con c epts 

and id eas· w h i c h  are opposed by f3r'r11::1rd Shaw in onP. of h i s  
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plays entitle Mai or Barbara. T hos e t h in gs opposed by S haw 

are all related to t he main t h eme of the play i.e. 

poverty. 

In this rese a r c h � I will dea l w ith S haw ' s  id eas in 

opposing some c on c epts o f  C hristian i t y and cap ita l ism . I 

will discuss them thr ough t he t heory of  express i on and 

i m i tat ion and through the biographical app r o ac h . 

1.3 .  Significance of the Study 

This thesis is hoped t o  give a c on t ribut i on to the 

body' of knowledge and can serve a s  a va l u ab l e  intr odu ct ion 

for the further research espec i a l ly i n  Bernard S haw ' s  

works. 

T h r ou g h  this res e a r ch , I aJsn hope t hat t h e  readers 

will get a clear d e scription nbqu l  how mis�rabl e t he 
.I' 

cohdition o f  p overty is - the main t heme o f  this p l ay. 

Hence, they might have fu r t her o p i nion on how t o  handle 

·this .Problem. They mig h t  a l so see whe t h e r  S haw ' s  opinion 

in handling such problem by p r esenting h i s  u n convent i oria l  

ideas c an b e  con s i d e r ed as good or n o t . 

1.4. Theoretical Framewo�k 

Literary wor k s can be reg11rd�d ar::: the expressions of 

the writer's though t s and ideas . Bernard Shaw a l so uses his 

p l ays to express his ideas. One of thP. c har ac te ristics of 

his plays is the d..r..am.a. o.!. i.de.as. inr:tf':'-ld of the drama of 

'· 
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action . T h is mod e l  is in f lu enced b y  H en rik I b�en. as s t at ed . .  

by A.H. Gibbs in ShaH. ( 1 979:7 ) as f o l l ows : 

"Shaw's p lays a r e  o f t en associa ted w i t h  t he te.rm 

that he himse l f  applied tg the p l ays of I b sen , t he 

d rama o f  ideas . "  

G.C . Thorn ley in An O..U.t.l.in.e. Q[ English Literature 

(1988:152) a ls o  s t re��thens t he s tatem�n t  by saying : 

S haw (and H.G. We l l s too ) took a f ron t p l ace . in: 
t hese argumen ts , and his p l ays con tain id eas:_ 
which we r e  �hen new. T h e y  are a l so fu l l  of wit , 
but t he c harac tefs are ra ther sha l l ow� T hey say· 
t he things t hat are necessary to supp o r t  the 
battles o f  id eas in t he p l ays . 

Hence, in this thesis 1 will use the t heory of expression 

since Shaw main l y· exp r e sses his ideas t hrough his p lays. 

Wellek and W arren in � heir b o o k  Theory Literatur·e. 

(1956:23) stated : 

Hoteover ,  lit e r a r y  l anguage is f ar f rom mer e ly 
r e ferentia l . I t  has i t s exp ressive sid e ; i t  
conveys t he t one and a t t i tude o f  t he speaker or 
write r . And it d o e s  not mere l y  stat e  and exp ress 
what i t  says ; it a l s o  wan ts t o  in f lu en ce t he 
a t titude o f  the read e r , per su ad e  h im, and 
u l tima t e l y c han ge him . 

The c reation of lit e r a ry work� cann o t  be s eparated 

f r om t he rea l i ty of human life. T he Lit e rary works 

themselves desc r ibe the human life which is actu a l ly t he 

social r eality . I n  11.a..i..QI. B.ar.b�.r.a, Shaw raised pover ty 

• 
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as his main Iheme . Pove r ty is  a reality �hic h can . be found 

i n  our life . W e l l ek and W a r ren s t a t ed f u r t her 
. .  

., 

. . ·r. 

. .  • 
.. � . ... 

. . 

Lit e r a t u r e  'rep r e s en ts ' ' l i f e' , and ' life' is,- in ·· .- . _ 
large measu r e , a soc i a l  re a l i ty, even t h ougn t he 
n a t u r a l  wor ld and t he i n n e r  o r  · subj e c tj�e . wo r ld 
of  t he ind iv idu a l  have a l so been objec t  �f 
l i t e rary "imi t a t i on· . ( 1 956:94 ) · 

S in c e  i t  is said t ha t  l i t e r a ture is an im itation of  t h e  

r e a l  lif e , t his thesis wi l l  a l so use t he t heory o f  

i mit a t i on which is o f ten c a l l ed a s  the mimetic theory . 

Ab r ams in � Mirror .and � L.amR. s t at ed that m ime tic 

o r ien t ation is t he exp lana t i on o f  a r t  as essen t ia l ly an 

imi t ation o f  aspec ts of t he universe . I t  is apparen t 

however t ha t  t he m ime t i c  con cep t is the refe renc� of a·wo r k  

t o  t he subj e c t  m a t t e r  whic h it imi tates . T he i r  c haracters 

as an imi t a tion o f  human act ion is what d e fin es t he arts . in 

gen e r a l , but the kind of  ac tion imitated se rves as 
.. 

one · . •, 

impor tan t differen t ia o f  an ar tis tic species. . . . ... 

Lit er ar y wo r ks are c l o s e l y  r e l ated t o  t h e  au t ho r;s· 

lif e . Very o f t en we f ind an au t h o r  exp r esses is own . life 

experiences in his wo r ks. T he bac kg round of Haior Barbara 

als o  has a clos e  relationship with S haw's life in which. he 

u s ed t o  be t aken by h i s  �u rsemaid to t he s l ums area. The 

p over ty of  t he area i n sp ir ed h i m to  write the p l ay. 

T h e r e f o r e  I w i l l  take biogr ap h i c a l  app r o ac h in t his t he s i s  

t o  g e t  c l o s e r  t o  Shaw's id eas. S tudying t he biograp hy· of  an 
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au t h o r  w i l l  he l p  u s  in eva l uat ing a l i t e rary wor k . 

The imp o rtance o f  b i og rap h ical s tu d y  i s  s ta ted by 

.�av id D a i c hes in h i s Critical Approach .t..o. iterature as 

f ollows : 

The p o e t's wor ks may be a mas k , a d ramat i zed 
con ven t i ona l izatio n ,  bu t i t  i s  f requen t ly .a 
conven t i o na l i za t ion o f  h i s  own exp e rfences , h i s  
own l i f e. I f  u s ed w i t h  a sense o f  the·se 
d i s t i n c t i o n s , t he r e  is used in  b i og raph ical 
study. F i rs t ,  n o  d oub t ,  i t  has exege tica l value: 
i t  may exp lain a g r ea t many a l l u s i o n s  o r  even 
words in  an au t ho r ' s  work . The b i og r ap h i c a l  
f ramew o r k  w i l l  a l s o  he lp u s  in s t u d y ing the most 
obvi ous o f  a l l s tr i c t l y  d eve l opmen tal p r o b l em in 
t h e  h i s to r y  of l i terature the growth , 
matu r ing , and poss i ble dec l in e  as an au tho r 's 
ar t . ( 19 8 1 : 3 1 7 ) 

1.5. Method 2.f. Research 

I n  liter ar y s tud y , t he met hod gen e r a l l y·used in t h e  

research  i s  qua l i ta t ive me t hod i n  w h i c h  t h e  d e s c r i p t ion o f  

t h e  d a ta i s  taken f r om t he q u o ta t i on o f  s t a temen ts .f ound 

in t he t ext . The s t eps sys tema t i cal l y  cond u c t ed are as 

f o l l ows 

1. Researc h , r ead ing , and und e rs tand ing t he t ext an d 

r e l a t ing i t  w i th o t her re levant r e f e r ences . 

2 .  Analys i s ,  b y  d e s c r i b ing H.a.iQJ.: Barbara u s ing t hree 

app roaches name l y  express ion ,  i m i ta t i on ,  and 

b i ogr ap hy - in o r d e r  to f ind t he con cep ts and 

ideas opposed by S haw . 

3 .  Acad em i c  repo r t  by c ons t ru c t ing the ana l y s i s  i n  
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t he f o rm o f  acad em i c  report . 

. 1 . 6 .  Presentation 

This t he sis is div ided i n t o  four c hap ters . C hap te r  I 

i s  the in t r oduc tion wh ich i n c lud es the background o f  t he 

study , the objec t i ve of  t he s tu d y, the significan ce o f  t he 

s tudy, t he t heore t i ca l  frame work, t he met hod of resear c h , 

and the presen t ation itse l f . 

W hi l e  in t he s e c ond c hap t er , I am ta l king ab o u t  t he 

au t h o r  hims e l f  rega rd ed from t he biograp hica l app roac h .  

T he expressive and mim e tic t h e ories wil l  b e  used in 

C hap t e r  I I I  t o  ana l yze t he concepts and id eas opposed by 

Shaw. Fina l ly ,  the conc l usion wi l l  be given in C hap t e r  I V .  

· . .  
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