
CHAPTER I V  

C O N C L U S I O N  

A f t e r  mak ing a c r i t i c a l  ana ly s i s  o f  t he concep t s  and 

i d eas opposed by S haw in Mai or Barbar a  thorough t he 

p r e v i o u s  c hap t e r s , f i n a l ly I come to t he c o n c lus ion of  

what  I have d iscussed in t h i s t hes is . H e r e  I have to  l o o k  

b a c k  a t  t he ear l i e s t  chap t e r  o f  t h is t hes i s  d e a l ing w i t h  

t he o bj e c t ive o f  t h i s s tudy . I s t a ted i n  t ha t  par t t hat I 

w i l l  f ind the c o n c e p t s  and ideas w h i c h  are opposed b y  S haw 

in on e o f  h i s  p l ays en t i t l ed Maj o r  B arbara t h r ough the 

theory of exp r e s s i on and im i tat ion and t hrough t he 

b i og rap h i c a l  •pp r o ac h . 

S haw had b e en fam i l i ar w i t h  p ov e r t y  d u r ing h i s  

c h i ld hood s in c e  he  u sed t o  b e  t aken b y  h is nu r s emaid i n t o  

t he s lum a r e a . H e  then r e f l ec ted t h i s  exp e r i en c e  toge t he r  

w i t h  h is acq u a in tance w i t h t he S a l v a t i on Army in  h i s p l ay . 

H e  d id n o t  on l y  i m i t a t e  h i s  exp e r i e n c e  w h i c h  i s  a l s o  a 

r e a l i ty i n  h i s wo r k ,  bu t he  a l s o  comb i n ed i t  � i t h  h i s  own 

i d e a . He expr essed h i s  oppos ing ideas abou t t he 

conven t i o n a l  i d e a s  of  . t he peop l e  in  h i s  p l ay .  

T he m a i n  t heme in M aj or Barba ra i s  po ve r ty . I t  i s  t he 

wo r s t  o f  c r i me , s � id Und e rs h a f t . T h rough t h is p l ay , S haw 

wan t ed to oppose 

- T he con c e p t  of human enemy . Accord ing t o  t he peop l e  i n  
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t he maj o r i ty ,  t h e  human en emy i s  t he d ev i l  bu t f o r  S haw · 

t he en emy i s  pove r ty . 

- The concept o f  s a l va t i on wh i c h  i s  d on e  by t he A rmy s in c e  

i t  i s  on l y  b r i b ing t he poo r . Accord ing t o  S haw , t he b e s t  

w a y  t o  d o  t he s a lvat i on i s  b y  fu l f i l l ing t h e  p hys i c a l  

n eeds f i r s t  a s  Und e r s haf t d id .  B r ib ing t he p o o r  may a l s o  

r e su l t  t ha t  t he p e op l e  d o  n o t  rea l l y conve r t . 

- T he ev i l  o f  cap i t a l i sm 

S h aw a l so opposed t h e  sys tem o f  c ap i t a l i sm in Eng l and 

which i s  i n c apab l e  of p ro v i d ing ad eq u a t e ly f o r  ag i n g  

w o r ke r s  a s  s hown in  P e t e r  S h i r ley . I n s t e ad ,  he sugges ted 

t he sys t e m  of soc i a l i s m  in w h i c h  a l l  ihe ab l e-bod i ed 

s hou ld wor k . T h e r e  mu s t  be an eq u a l i t y i n  a l l  asp e c t s  o f  

s o c i e ty . 

- The con cept o f  acqu i e s c e n c e  to one ' s  f a t e  s in c e  i t  makes 

the p o o r  remain p ass ive o r  accep t the i r  cond i t i on w i thou t 

any p r o t es t .  H e r e  Shaw wan ted t h em to rebe l to f ind a 

h igher leve l o f  l ive . 

- T he con cept o f  aton emen t in C h r i s t i an i ty 

F o r  S haw , a tonemen t on l y  give s one mo r e  c hanc e  for t he 

s in n e r  t o  make s i� ag a in . A s in n e r  shou l d  be warned and 

�o le rated bu t i f  he kep t s t ubborn , j u s t  k i l l  h i m . 

To  my op i n i on Shaw i s  too r ig id i n  r e j e c t ing t he concept 

of a t on emen t .  A l l  d epend on the person a l  s e l f -awaren ess 

whether he wan t s  t o  conve r t  o r  u s es the c han c e  t o  s in 

aga in . F o r  me , a r e l ig ion  c reed can n o t  be und e r s to od 
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t hrough l og i ca l 1  t h i n k i ng . 

- The i d ea l i s t i c  t ype 
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Shaw oppo s ed Barbara ' s  i d e a l i s t i c a t t i tude . when she 

r e fu sed Und e r s ha f t ' s  mo n e y  for h e r  c hu rc h . F o r  her , it  is 

t a in t ed mon e y  s in c e  U nd e r s haf t ' s indu s t r y  i s  mak i n g  

armamen ts t o  d e s t r o y  peop l e . S haw sugg e s t ed t hat a l l 

p e op l e  have chan c e to d o  good t h i ngs , moreover i f  i t  he lps 

to e li m in ate pover t y . 

- T he roman t i c ism 

For S haw , r oman t i c i sm on l y  makes u s  f e e l more m iserab l e  

abo u t  t he p o o r  and pove r t y . H e  opposed i t  w i t h  r e a l i s m  

w h i c h  h e l p  u s-_ t o  see t h e  f a c t s  m o r e  r ea l i s t i c a l l y . T he 

poor shou ld n o t  be  p i t i ed t o o  mu c h  bu t t hey m u s t  b e  

en cou raged t o  s t rugg l e  f o r  a b e t t e r  l i fe . 

Exam i n ing t h e  two op i n i on s  o f  Barbara and Und e r s haf t , 

I agr e e  t o  S haw ' s  i d e a  t hat in o rd e r  t o  d o  t h e  S a l vat i on 

we mus t  fu l f i l l  t he p hys i c a l  n e e d s  f i rs t . W e  c an n o t  t a l k  

r e l ig i on t o  a hun g r y  man . W e  s hou ld feed , c l ot he , · and 

house t hem f i r s t . So Barbara is d e f eated in t h i s  p l ay 

s in c e  s he j umps t o  save t he s ou l . 

Und e r s h a f t ' s  op i n i on abou t sa lvat i on w h i c h  p r ovides 

his emp loyee� w i t h  good food , good hous e  and h igh wages 

b e f o r e  m ight a l s o  be a wa y to abo l i s h  p o v e r t y . S haw 

i n s i s t ed upon t h e  i mp o r t an c e  o f  wea l th and power i n  

e l i m in a t ing pove r t y . T hose t w o  can on l y  b e  reac hed w i t h  

mon ey ,  t he re f o r e  t o  S haw , money i s  t h e  m o s t  impor t an t  
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t h ing in  t h e  wo r ld . I n  t h i s  c ase I ag r e e  t ha t  m on ey i s  

imp o r tant bu t i t  i s  n o t  t he m o s t impo r tan t  t h in g  

E l im ina t ing pove r ty · is  n o t a n  easy t as k , y.e t i t  mu s t  

b e  d on e  i f  w e  w�n t t o  m a k e  t h i s  wo r ld a b e t t e r  p l ace t o  

l ive in . A l l  e l eme n t i n  t h e  soc i e t y shou ld t a ke p a r t  ih 

t h i s  e f fo r t . N o t on l y  l: h o s e  w h o  h a v e  we a l t h  and powe r , but 

t he
.

poo r t hemse lves s hou ld s t ru gg l e . 
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