
ABSTRACT 

Th i s  t hesis i s  d ealing w i t h  George B e rna rd S haw' s 

and id ea i n  opp os ing some 

capita lism as revea l ed in  

comedy p l ay Major B...al:.h.aJ:... 

con c e p t s  o f  

t he t heme 

Chr i s t i an i ty 

o f  h is s a t i ric a l  

Pove r ty becomes t he cen t r a l  objec t in  t his p l ay, S haw 

r egards it as t he wors t o f  c r imes . It mu s t  be e lim i n a t ed 

i f  we wan t t o  make t he wor ld a be t t er p lace t o  l ive in. 

On e way to abo lish pove r ty is through t he s alvat i o n . 

Ac c o rd ing t o  S haw, in d o ing t he salva t ion , o.n e  cann o t  j ump 

i n t o  sav i ng t h e  sou l, bu t at f i rs t he mu s t  save t he bas i c  

n e eds o f  human be ings and t hen , afte r f r ee from pove r t y ,  

h e  has t o  con t r ibu te some t h ing t o  huma n p r ogress - .that i s  

what S haw mean t b y  Salvation. T he r�fore S haw opposes t he 

way w h i c h  is d o n e  by Barbara and her Army i n  sav i n g  t he 

peop le sin ce t hey j ump in to t he sou l s a lvation . On t he 

con t rary , h i s  id ea is c l e a r  in what Und e r s haf t ,  h i s  hero. 

in t he p l ay ,  has d on e . Be1ng ·a m11ltim i l l i o n aire o f  a gun -

factory , U n d e r s haft has succeeded in feed ing , c lo t hi n g , 

and hou s ing his emp loyees . 

I n  ord e r  t o  be ab l e  t o  l ive we althy - t o  get r id f rom 

pove r ty - one n e eds mon ey . The r e f o r e  Shaw i n s i s t s  upon t he 

impo r t an c e  o f  mon ey on and on in  t h i s  p lay . By havi n g  
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enough mon ey , one can l i f t  h imse l f  to  a h igher s t age of 

life . Fu r t hermo r e , he sugges ted t ha t  i n  o r d e r  t o  make a 

we l far e in t he socie t y ,  t he r e  mu s t  be an eq u a li t y  i n  a l l 

asp e c t� o f  t he commun i ty .  It is his c r i t i c i sm toward 

c api t a l ism t ha t  is sound ed in t h i s  play. 
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SYNOPSIS 

I n  Major Barbara. S haw r a i s e s  the p rob l em o f  pove r ty . 

Two maj or c h arac ters of  t he p l ay - Barbara and U n de r s haft

are hav ing d i f f e ren t op i n i on s  i n  dea ling such p r ob l e m  and 

it becomes a paradoxi cal situa tion in t he play . 

The f i r s t  act opens in  a we l l - appo in ted l ib rary i n  

fash ionab l e  W i l t on Crescen t .  An as s e r t ive m o t h e r. Lady 

B r i tomart. has cal l ed her hu sband, And r ew U n d e r shaf t. a 

m i l l i on a i r e  mun i t i on s  maker , f o r  a fam i ly d in n e r . T hey have 

b een separated· f o r  many years because he has r e f u s ed to 

l e ave h i s  b u s in e ss to S t ep hen , t hei r son . I t  has been t he 

t rad i t ion o f  h i s  indu s try t hat t he heir o f  t he bu s iness - i s  

a br ight and cap ab l e  found l ing w h o  i s  be l i eved can be 

s t r onger s in c e  he l ives w i t h  h i s own power. Lady B r itomar t 

inv i tes h im s ince s he sti l l exp e c ts to get inhe r i tance f o r  

the i r  two d augh t e r s . B
'arbara. t h e  e ldest. has engaged t o  

Ad o lp hu s  Cus i n s , a 'b r a i n y  b u t  money less pr ofessor o f  G r e e k ,  -

w hile Sarah , her  ,s i s t e r , w i ll marry C ha r l es L omax , a 

f o ol i s h  you t h  bu t havin g good i n he r i tance p rospects . W hen 

Und e r s ha f t  a r r ives t o  t he d i nn e r , he is most imp r essed 

w i t h  Barba r a  who wears t he u n i fo r m  of  a maj o r  in  t he 

S a lvat i on Army . T hen t her e is  a t a l k  abou t r e l igion w h i c h  

r e su l t s a dec i s i on that Barbara and Unde r s ha f t  w i l l  v i s i t  

e a c h  o t he r . Unde r shaft ag r e e s  t o  l e t  h e r  t ry t o  conve r t  h i m  
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at her she l t er in the slums , if she wi l l  l e t  h i m  show her 

h i s  mun i t i on s  works the n ext d ay . 

Ac t II, t a king p l ace at  the b l eak W e s t  Ham c e n t er o f  

t he Army , i n troduces Rummy Hit chen s and Sn obby Pri ce ,  

ill- fed , and poorly c l o thed Coc kneys who have been 

c onver t ed by the Army. Also arriving is Pe t e r  Shir l ey ,  · a 

s t arving un emp l oyed workman. Then B i l l  W a lker, a rough 

aggress ive young Cockn ey comes i n  a hurry demand ing t hat 

t he Army re turns his l over who has been conve r t ed . He 

s t r i kes J enny H i l l ,  a young Salvat i on i s t  lass , s in c e  he 

d oe s  n o t  ge t what he �ants. Barbar a  c omes and s t i r s  h i s  

c on s c i en c e . B i l l  gives some money RS a ' f ine· o f  s t r i k ing 

Jenn y , but B arbara says tha t sa lva t ion c an n o t  b e  bought . 

S he i s  shoc ked when her f a t her who has come t o  v i s i t  her 

s he l t er, d emonstra t e s  tha t  he c an "buy' the Army by g i ving 

the Army a huge chec k .  At t hat t i me the Army really n eeds 

money if i t  wan ts to keep open . Mrs . B ain e s , on e of  ·the 

S a lvat i onis t Comm i s s i oners te l l s Ba rbara that t hey have got 

t he mon ey from Lord Saxmundham, the o wn er o f  whisky 

fac t ory , a d r i n k  whic h d e s troys peQple, and t hen t hey also 

get a c h e c k  from Undersha f t . The idea lis t i c  Barbara becomes 

d is app o i n t ed know ing t he rea l i t y  t hat it is p erson l i ke her 

f a ther (a l s o  Lord Saxmundham) - the own er of factory wh i c h  

can d e s troy peop l e  - who saves her peop l e . S in c e  then she 

leaves off her A rmy uni form . 
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In the last Act, we see that Undershaft takes his 

family to Perivale St. Andrew, his factory. All are. 

astonished to find how wealthy the place is. Undershaft 

then declares that the worst of crimes is poverty. By 

providing high wages, he saves more souls than Barbara ever 

could. Then it is found that Cusins, Barbara's fiance, is 

also a foundling and Undershaf t offers him to be his 

successor. The story is ended �hen Barbara realizes that 

she cannot save the people only by bribing them with a 

slice of bread, so she agrees to work in her father's 

factory, to save the people there. 
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