
CHAPTER III 

CONCEPTS AND IDEAS OPPOSED BY SHAW 

IN HIS MAJOR BARBARA 

I n  t h i s  c hap t e r, we come i n t o  

w h a t  concep t s  and ideas oppo sed 

t he d i scu s s i o n  

b y  S haw in h i s  

abou t 

Hai or 

Barbara. H e r e  I w i l l  d i scuss the con c e p t s  and id eas of 

human en emy , s a lva t i on ,  c api t a l i sm ,  acqu i e s c en c e , a t onemen t ,  

id e al i s t  type , and roman t ic i sm . A l l those are connected 

w i th t he ma in t heme of t h i s p l ay i . e .  pove r ty� T he refore 

in  this c hap t e r , I w i l l  i n c lude pove r ty t hrougho u t  the 

d iscu s s i on w h i c h  uses the express i ve and m ime t i c 

the o r ies . 

As mention ed b e f ore, i n  Haiot Barbara Shaw ' s  . id eas 

a r e  exp r e s s ed mos t l y  in Andr e w Undershaf t , Barbara ' s  

f a t her who is a lso a mu l tim i l l ion a i re and a mu n i t ions 

magn at e . In th�s p l ay ,  S h aw wan t s  to emp has i z e  t hat 

pove r ty i s  a cr ime and a s in . I t  mu s t  be  abo l i s hed f rom 

human l i f e  and wea l t h should t a k e  i t s p l ace . i t  is the 

r o o t  of a l l  human s u f f e r i n gs . I t  i s  d e bas i n g  t h e human 

be ings . I t  make s a man c r eep and c r aw l b e f o r e  o t he r  men 

w i t h  mo r e  mon ey and more power t han hims e l f .  It ma kes h im 

accep t a l l· the i nj u s t i c e  t r eat ed t o  h im w h i l e he  h imself 

c an do n o t hing . He ju s t  c an see how h i s  r ig h t  is oppr e s s ed 
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genu ine p r o fess i ona l c r i min a l s in Lond o n . 
Bu t t here are m i  11 i on s  of poor peop le,. 
abj ec t peop l e ,  d i r t y  ,•eop l e , i l l-fed , 
i l l - c l o t hed people . T hey p o i son u s  m o r a l ly 
and phys i c al l y , t hey k i ll t he h app i ness of 
soc iety: t hey fo rce us t o  do away w i t h  our 
own l i ber t ies and to o rgan i ze u n n a t u r a l  
c ruelt ies f o r  fear t hey s hou ld r ise aga i n s t  
u s  and d r ag us d own in t o  t he i r  abyss . , .  

( S haw, 1 957: 14 1 -4 2 )  

In t he long speec h, we can see how S haw p u t s  t he real 

s i tu a t ion o f  pover ty i n t o  h i s  wo r k ,  af terwards he 

expressed h i s  own idea oppos ing t he con ven t ion al idea o f  

t he peop le abou t the hum an enemy. A t  t ha t  t i me Eng l i sh 

peop le who were Chr i s t i an i n  t he maj o r i ty regarded that 

t he enemy o f  human be ings i s  t he dev i l  as s t a ted i n  

I Peter 5: 8 : ·:se sel f - c on t r o l led and a ler t . You r enemy , 

t he DEVIL p r o w l s  around l i ke a r o a r ing l ion l o o king f o r  

someone t o  devpu r .  But S h aw inver ses the idea and s t ated 

t ha t  t he human enemy i s  pov e r t y  . 

I n  my op in ion , poverty i s  on l y  one aspec t why peop le 

commi t  a c r i me bu t the d ev i l  w h i c h  ex i s ts in human hea r t s  

m a kes people - n o  ma tter whet her they a r e  r ic h  o r  p o o r  

have a w i l l i ngness t o  c omm i t  a c r i me .  So  it i s  the dev i l  

who temps t hem . A l t hough l i v ing i n  pove r t y , i f  someon e  

s t i l l  has a pu re hear t ,  if he can s t i l l  res t r a i n  h is 

des i re f r om temp t a tion , he will n o t  do any c r i me easily . 

I n  t h i s  c ase , I only d i sagree i f  S h aw refu sed the op in i o n  

tha t t he human enemy i s  the dev i l  bu t above a ll I w i l l  n o t  

·� . 
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deny t hat poverty mu st b e abo l i s h ed . 

Through t he p l ay ,  S haw a l s o  wan t s  t o  oppose t he 

c.oncep t and i d e a  o f  s a l va t i on . here we can see t he 

d i f feren t o p i n i on on how t o  s av e  human sou l .  I n  C hapter I ,  

we have seen t h a t  t he two opin i on s  are t hose from Barbara 

and Unders haf t . I n  ord er to und ers tand t h e op in i on s  

bet t e r , I w i l l  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  c harac terizat i on o f  bo t h . 

F rom  t he firs t A c t , we can see t hat Barbara i s  a 

f u l l-t i me s a l v a t i on is t .  I t  can be seen from how she wears 

her S a lva t i on Army un i form f or a d in n er i n s t e ad o f  

appearing i n  ord inary fas h i on ab l e  att ire . By wear ing t h e  

u n i form , B arbara ind i c a t e s  that her s erv i ce s  w i t h the Army 

i s  very i mportan t .  Ano t h e r  s ign i f i can t p o i n t  i s  t hat even 

w hen the young p e ople were hav ing a good t ime toget her 

before Lady Br i tomart ' s  summon s ,  Barb ara , ·accord ing t o  

Cu s in s , was busy try ing t o  teac h h i m  a S a l vat i on i s t  Army 

m arc h. And her f irs t reac t ion t o  t he n ews t ha t  her father 

i s  com ing i s  t hat he  a l s o  has a sou l to be saved . I t  can 

be seen from the fo l l ow ing d i a l ogu e : 

C U S I NS (in a remarkably eentle 
has b een try ing t o  teach m e  
S a lvat i on March. 

voice] Barbara 
t he We s t  H am 

LADY B RITOHART. Se qu i e t  Charles . N o w  l i s t en to 
me c h i ldren . Your fat her is com ing here 
t h is even ing . [General stupefaction. Lomax. 
Sarah. and Barbara rCse; Sarah scared. and 
Barbara am.used and expectant] 

LADY B R I TOH ART . I hope you are n o t  go ing t o  
obj e c t, Barbara . 
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BARBARA . I ! W hy s hould I ? Hy f a t h e r  has 
t o  be s aved like anybod y  e l se . He i s  
we l c ome a s  f ar a s  I am con c e r n ed . 

( S haw , 1957:63) 

2 3  

a sou l 
q u i t e  

Barbara a l s o  has a s t r ong and ind epend en t 

p e r s on a l i ty . S he d a res t o  r e f u s e  he r m o t h e r ' s  d emand t o  

s t op ca l l ing C h a r l e s  Lomax. Cholly al t hough Lady B r i t omar t 

i s  we l l - kn own as a d om i n ee r ing mother. In s av ing the 

people ' s  s ou l ,  Barbara a l so s hows t h a t  s he is  e f f i c ien t 

and k in d . I t  i s  s hown in Ac t II  w hen she i s  n o t  su rp r is ed 

at  a l l  t ha t  S h i r ley has l o s t  h i s  job and then s he ta kes u p  

t he ma t t e r  o f  d ye ing h is ha i r . And a f t e r  kn owi ng t h a t  h e  

i s  a s t eady , n ondr i n k ing w o r k e r , s h e  se ems c e r t a in t h a t  

s he can he lp h i m  f i nd a j ob. In many o t her th ings w e  can 

s e e  t h a t  t h e  pu rpose o f  w ha t  Barbara is  d o ing t h a t  i s  

saving the soul - i s  good . Shaw als o adm i t s  i t  but what h� 

opposes i s  the way of savin g the sou l .  Barbara saves h e r  

conve r t s  b y  he l ping them w i th fo od, war m t h, and lodg ing , 

by f ind ing them jobs, makin g them f eel t hey be l ong and by 

t he c h e e r f u l mu s i c  char act e r i s t ic of t h e  A rmy . 

S haw d i s agr e es w i t h  t h e  Army's way whic h i s  in  t h i s  

p lay represen ted by Barbara s i n c e  h e  t h i n ks t h a t  she on l y  

b r ibes the p o o r  by g i v ing them ·a slice o f  b r e ad and t hen 

a s ks t hem to conve r t  to t he C hu rch and l e ave h i s  form�s 

l i f e  wh i c h  i s  fu l l  of sin . 

The way of saving t he sou l wh i c h  i s  done by Barbara 

.. 
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and t he A rmy i s  n o t  an e f f e c t ive way . Shaw oppo ses t h i s  

idea s in ce br i b ing t he poo r  w i t h  f ood d o e s  n o t  gu aran tee 

t hat  t hey wi l l r ea l l y con vert . It is very po s s i b l e  t hat 

t here are p e o p l e  who p r e t end to be conver t ed o r  who s ay a 

f a l se con fess ion in order to ge t food f r e e l y  o r  j obs 

eas i ly .  It is t he eas i e s t  way f o r  t hose who ar� l az y  to 

have mea l o r  l odg ing w i t hou t wo rk ing hard , p retend ing 

being conver ted t o  t h e  Chu r c h  and to God . 

S haw g ives t he examp l e  o f  those who pretend to 

conve r t  b y  p resen t i ng Sn o bby P r i c e  and Rummy H i t c hen s .  two 

persons who s a id t hat they have been saved by the Chu r c h . 

A c tu a l l y ,  t hey d o  n o t  r e a l ly conve r t . I t  can be seen on 

how Snobby P r i ce s t o le t he money g iven by B i l l  W a l ker as a 

'f ine · o f  s t r i k ing Jen n y  H il l  : 

PRI CE . O h  n o  ma'am . T h e  w in d ow o f  eaven ben 
open ed to me . I kn ow n ow that t he r i c h  man 
is  a s i n n e r  l i ke mys e l f . 

RUMMY [appearinB above the loft door] Snobby 
P r i c e! 

PRI CE . Wo t i s  i t  ? 
RUMMY . You r m o t h e r's ask in for you at t he o t her 

ga te in Cr ipp ' s  lane . S he's heard abou t 
you r con f e s s i on . [Price turns pale] 

H RS . BAINE S . Go , H r . Pr i c e , and p r ay w i t h  her. 
JENNY . You can go t h rough t he s he l t e r , Snobby . 
P RICE (to Hrs. Baines] I cou l d n t  face her n ow 

ma ' am ,  w i t h  a l l  . t he we ight o f  my s i n s  f r e s h  
on me . Te l l  her · s he ' l l f ind her son a t  ome , 
wa i t in for  her i n  prayer [he skulls off 
throueh the Bate. incidentally stealine the 
sovereien in his way out by pickine up his 
cap from the dr"Um.] 

( Shaw , 1957: 105 ) 

• . 
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Actu ally t here i s  some money under t he c ap from B i l l� 

Wa l ker who fel t  gu ilty af ter s t r i k i ng Jenny . Here we 

. �hat Sn obby ' s  con fess ion i s  n o t  t he t r u e  f a c t  s in ce 

f ace tu rned p ale when Rummy told h i m  that h i s  mqt her 

heard h i s  con fess i on . Snobby was making � con fes s i on 

he u sed t o  beat his mo t her bu t he ceased n ow w h i le 

true fact i s  �ha t  he u sed to be beaten by his m o t her . 

see 

h is 

had 

that 

t he 

Peop le l i ke Snobby P rice or Ru mmy H i t c hens can be 

f ound in many places in ou r  real l ife . S haw p u t s  t he real 

examp le in to h i s  wo r k  to oppose t he way d one by Barbara 

w h i c h  may result such people . 

Ju s t  l i ke S haw, I also adm i t  t hat t he purpose o f  the 

S a l va t i on Army - to conve r t  peop le to God - is good, bu t 

the way w h i c h  is u sed is  n o t  e f fec t i ve s in ce peop le may 

n o t  rea l ly conver t bu t t hey only wan t to get some f o od . 

f reely by only say ing a f alse con fess i o n . To my opi n i on , 

.. 

··�". 

i f  the S alva t ion Army wan ts to help peo ple espec i ally t ha \ �! 
.· 

p o o r, i t  s h ou ld n o t  as k somet h i ng i n  retu rn� T he Army 

s hould only ' help" w i thou t f o r c ing them to conve r t  to the 

Chu r c h  and to God . T he S a l vat i on Army can help t hem based 

.on 'love ' on l y  as we see in M o t her Theres a . She j us t  he lps ·-

the p o o r  because she loves t hem . She d oes n o t  f orce people 

to conver t .  People m igh t e ven con ver t t hemselves s ince 

t hey are g r ateful o r  tou c hed by her love. 

An o t he� k ind of  s a l vat i on sugges ted by Shaw in  

oppos ing the way o f  the Salva t i on Army i s  the p r i n c i ple 

'· 
.... 
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be long ing t o  Und e rshaf t .  U n d e r s ha f t  has a p r i n c i p l e  t ha t  

i n  o r d e r  t o  save t he sou l  o f  t he peop l e , on e s hou ld 

p r ovide or fu l f i l l  t he i r  p hys i c a l  n e ed s  f i r s t � I f  the 

bas i c p hys i c a l  n e eds have not  been c omp l e t ed ye t ,  how can 

. the i r  sou l be saved ? How cou ld hungry peop le p r ay , how 

cou l d  t hey t h i n k  abou t God or to a t t end a fam i ly p r ayer or 

t o  a mass w h i l e  t h ey are s til l  t ry ing hard t o  sat i s fy 

t he i r  s t omach ? T h e r ef o r e  in t h is p lay , S h aw p r esen t s  

Undershaf t a s  a gun -make r , a mu l t im i l l i on a i r e  w h o  has 

su c c e ed ed in  f eed ing , c l o t h i ng ,  and hou s ing h i s  emp l oyees . 

Und e r s ha f t  i s  a. typ i c a l  S ha v i an- he r o . H e  i s  gen i a l , 

cha r m ing and s e l f -assu r ed . H e  is a man used t o  hand le 

d i f f i cu l t  s i tu a t i on . We can see this in  t h e f i r s t  Ac t when 

he cam e  t o  his w i f e ' s  i n v i t a t ion b u t  t hen he cou l d  n o t  

recoq n i z e  h i s  c h ild r en anymo r e . He  has a very b i t te r  

t hought o f  pover t y . he h a t e s  i t  very muc h . He says t hat i t  

is t he wo r s t  o f  c r imes . T h e r e  i s  n o  spe c i• l  v i r tu e  in  

b e ing p o or. O�e s hou ld n ot b e  pr oud o f  b e ing po o r . S haw 

h imself w r o te i n  h i s  P r e f a c e  f o r  Maj or Barbara 

. . .  ou r f i rs t  d u ty ,  t o  w h i c h  every o t her 
con s id e rat i on s hould be sac r i f ice , i s  n o t to be  
poor . ' Poor bu t honest · ,  ' t he r e sp e c t ab l e  poor 
and s u c h  phrases are as i n t o l er ab l e  and as 
immo r a l  as · d ru n ken bu t am i ab l e · ,  ' f r audu l en t  
bu t, good a f t e r -d i n n e r  speaker ' ,  ' sp lend id ly 
c r i m i n al ' , or t he l i ke . ( S haw , 1 9 5 7 : 1 5 )  

T hose a l s o  c an b e  seen in t h i s  fol l owing d i a l ogue 

· .  
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BARBARA . Sorry , I ' m  sure . By t h e  way, papa , what 
is  your re l ig ion ? In case I have to 
i n t r od u c e  you aga in . 

UNDERSHAFT . My re l ig i on ? We l l  my d e ar ,  I ' m a 
m i l l i on a ire . T h a t  is  my re l ig i on . 

BARBARA . T hen I ' m a fra id you and Hr . S h ir l ey 
· won t b e  ab l e  to c om fort on e an o t her after 

a l l . Youre n o t  a m i l l i on a ire , are you , 
P e ter ? 

SHI RLEY . N o ; and proud o f  i t . 
UNDE RSHAFT [ eravel y ]  P overty my fri end , i s  n o t  a 

t h i ng to be proud o f . 
SHI RLEY [ aner i l y ]  Who mad e your m i l l ions f or 

you ?  M e  and my l i k e . What kep u s  poor? 
Keepin you r i c h . I wou ldn t have your 
con s c i en c e , n o t  for a l l  your i n come . 

UNDERSHAFT . I wou ldn t have your in come , n o t  for 
a l l  your c on s c i e n c e , Mr . S h ir l ey . 

( Shaw, 1 9 5 7 : 88 )  

T hrough
.

U n d ers haf t, S haw says t hat in  ord er to save 

t h e  human sou l s ,  one shou ld abo l i s h  t h� ir poverty f irs t . 

H ere , S haw a l so wan ts t o  emphas i z e  on  t he importan c e  o f  

mon ey - a s  t h e  b ase o f  wea l t h and power as he says 

h imse l f  in h i s  pre face f or M.a.io.J.: Barbara : 

Money i s  t he mos t i mportan ce t h i ng in  t he wor ld . 
I t  rep r e s en ts hea l t h , s treng t h , hon or , 
gen ero s i ty ,  and beau ty as c o n sp i ou s ly and 
u n d en iab ly as t h e  wan t of i t  repre s en ts i l lness, 
weakn ess , d i sgrace , mean es s , and ug l in es s . 
( p . 2 1 - 2 2 ) 

T he cry ing n e ed o f  the n a t i on i s  n o t  f or b e t t er 
mora ls , cheaper bread , temperan c e , l ibert y ,  
cu l t ure, red empt i on f or f a l l e n  s is t ers and 
err i n g  bro t hers , n o r  the grac e , l ove , and 
f e l l 9ws h i p  o f  th e Tr in i ty, bu t s imp l y  f or enough 
money . ( p . 2 2 )  

Suppor t ing h i s idea abou t t he impor t an c e  o f  mon ey , 
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S haw ( sp oken by U n d e r s h af t ) s ay s  t h a t  by hav ing en ough 

money , one can a f f ord t o  have a b e t t e r l i f e  and t h i n k  more 

abou t t he salva t i on i n c lud ing sav ing t he o t hers . H i s idea 

· ·is c l ear in t h e  d i a logu e b e l ow : 

UNDERS HAFT . On l y  t h a t  t he r e  are two t h ings 
n ec essary t o  S a lvat ion . 

CU S I N S  [ di sappo i n t ed but  po l i t e ]  A h , t he C hurch 
C a t ec h ism . C h a r l e s  Lomax a l s o  · be l ongs to 
t he Estab l i s hed C hu rc h . 

UNDE RSHAFT . T he t w o  t h i ngs are -
C U SI N S . Bapt ism and -
UNDERSHAFT . .  No , M on ey and Gunpowd e r . 
CUS I N S  [ surpr i sed . but i n t eres t ed] T h a t  

gen e r a l  op i n i on o f  ou r govern ing 
T he nove l ty is  in  heari ng any men 
i t . 

UNDERSHAFT . Ju s t  so . 

i s  t he 
c l as ses . 

confess 

CUS I N S . Excu se me , is t he r e  an y p l ace in you r 
r e l i g i on f o r  hon o r , j u s t i ce , t r u t h ,  love , 
mercy s o  f o r t h  ? 

UNDERSHAFT . Yes , t hey a r e  t he g r aces o f  luxuries 
of a r i c h ,  s t r ong , and safe l if e . 

CUSI NS . Suppose on e i s  f orced t o  c ho o se between 
t hem and money o r  gunpowder ? 

UNDERSHAFT . C h oose money and gunpowder ; for 
w i t hou t enough o f  bo t h  you c ann o t  a f f o td 
t he o t h e r s . 

( S haw , 1 957 : 93 )  

The above d i a logu e s t rengt hens S haw ' s  oppos ing idea 

to t he s a l va t i on w h i c h  is d rin e  by Barbara and t he A rmy . 

T he s a lvation can n o t  be  d on e  by on ly g iv ing t he poor a 

s lice o f  bread . I n s t ead , t he p o o r  shou ld be  g iven good 

f o od,  j ob s w i t h  good wag es . an� good s he l t e r . T h i s  ide� i s  

a l so mean t t o  b e  a gradua l way t o  w i p e ou t p o v e r t y . 

' Sa l vat ion ' i n  Major Barb ara m ig h t  mean d i f f e r en t  

t h ings t o  d i f feren t charac t e r s . For Barbara i t  means t ha t  

... 
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peop l e  wi l l  be s aved if t hey a�cep t the mess age o f  t h e  

S a l vation Ar my . W h i le Undersha f t  eq u ates sa lvat i on wit h  

f r e ed om f r om econ om i c  pressu res . Here S haw himse l f  wan ts 

t o  exp r e s s  his idea t hat t he saved individ u a l  is one who 

has b een f r e e  f r om poverty and t hen devo te himse l f  to some -

great wo r k  con t ribu t i ng t o  t he p r ogress o f  hum an beings . 

T heref o re , in  the p l ay ,  Under s ha f t  c h a l lenges Barbara to 

work at  his f ac t ory , to save h i s  men . Undershaf t has saved 

t hem f rom t he econ omic p ressu r e s  and n ow it is Barbara ' s  

task t o  s av e  t heir sou l s . Und e r s haft admires and loves 

his d aughter sin ce she has a s t rong wil lingn e s s  in s aving 

t h e  peop l e ' s  s ou l s . He d oes n o t  Barbar a ' s  ability in 

s aving peop l e  u s e less if she keep s to wo r k  f o r  t h e  Army . 

The f o l lowing dia l ogue suppo r t s  t he above s tatement s  

BARBARA . Oh  h o w  g l ad ly I wou l d  take a b e t t e r  one 
t o  my sou l !  Bu t you o f f e r  me a worse one 
[t ur ni n6 on him wit h sudde n vehemence] 
Ju s t i fy you rsel f. S hew me s ome light 
t hr ough t he d a r kness o f  t his d read fu l 
p l ace ,  w i t h i t s  beau t i f u l l y c le an works hops 
and respec t ab le workmen , and mode l homes . 

UNDERSHAFT . C l ean l iness and respec t ab i lity d o  
n o t  need j u s t i f i c a tion , Barbar a ;  t hey 
j u s t i fy t hemse l ves. I see n o  d ar kn e s s her e , 
n o  d read fu l ness . In you r Sa lvation she l t e r  
I saw p o v e r t y ,  m i sery , c o l d , and hunge r . 
You gave t hem bread an d tr eac l e  and d r e ams 
of heaven. I g i ve f rom t hir ty s hi l lings a 
week to twe l ve thousand a year . They find 
t he i r  own d reams ; bu t I l o o k  af ter t he 
d r a i n age". 

BARBARA. And t he i r sou l s  ? 
U NDERS HAFT . I saved t he i r  sou ls j us t  as I s aved 

you r s . 
BARBARA [revol t ed] You s aved my sou l! What d o  

you mean ? 

' 

.... 
... .. .. 

·. 
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UNDERSHAFT . I f e d  you a n d  c l o t hed you 
you . I t o o k  c a r e  t ha t  you s hou ld 
en ough to  l i ve hand some l y  
en ough ; s o  t h a t  you cou ld be 
c a r e l es s , gen e r ou s . That s aved 
f r om t h e  seven d e ad ly s in s . 

and housed 
have money 
m o r e  t han 

was tefu l ,  
your sou l 

UNDERSH AFT . . . . .  I t  i s  c he ap 
s t a rv ing m e n  w i th a B i b l e  
s l i c e  o f  bread in  t he 
und e r t a k e  to con v e r t  
M a home t an i sm o n  t h e  same 
h an d  on my men : t he i r  
because t he i r  bod i e s  a r e  

( S haw , 1 9 5 7 : 1 4 1 -4 3 )  

work conve r t ing 
i n  on e hand and a 

o t h e r . I w i l l  
W e s t  H am to  

t e rms : Try you r 
sou l s  a r e  hu ngry 
fu l l . 

S haw ' s  op i n i on abou t t he i mp o r t an c e  o f  mon ey , t o  some 

exten t can be j u s t i f i ed . I n  ou r real  l i f e , we c an s e e  t ha t  

b y  hav ing enough mon ey , w e  can a f f o rd t o  l ive we a l t hy . 

M o r eove r w e can s ave t he o t h e r s  by prov id i n g  j obs f o r  

examp l e , so  pover t y  m ig h t  b e  grad u a l ly abo l i s hed . I n  o t he r  

t h ing , w e  can a ls o  s e e  t ha t  t he r e  are so many pr.ob l ems 

a r i s ed in s o c i e ty as a r esu l t  of h av i n g  no money . I adm i t  

t ha t  mon ey i s  impor tan t i n  o u r  l i f e  espec i a l l y  i f  I l o o k · 

back a t  t he b ad e ff e c t  o f  pove r ty . S haw p u t s  t h i s  re a l i ty 

i n  Major Bar bara - t he i m i t at ion t heory . Ye t I t h i n k  i t  i s  

n o t  q u i t e  t r u e  i f  S haw s a id t h a t  mon ey i s  t he m o s t  

i mp o r t an t  t h ing in ou r l i f e . 

I n  Major Barbara , S h a w  a l so wan ts to  opp ose the 

concept of  cap i ta l ism . I n  t h'e second c h ap t e r  o f  t h i s  

t h es i s , we have l ea r n ed t h a t  Shaw had mu c h  i n t e re s t  ,in 

s o c i a l i sm . I t  seems con t r a s t  t ha t  he pr esen t s  Und e r s haf t ,  

•, 
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h i s  hero , as a cap i t a l i s t  in t h i s  p l ay .  I n  t h e  p r e face o f  

Mai or Barbara S haw p r esen ts t he i d e a  t ha t  a l l  s hou ld 

rece ive a f a i r  s hare o f  money and t hat t he ab l e -bod ied 

' s hou l d a l l  be comp e l led to wo r k . But Und ersha f t  in  e ff ec t 

ann ounces . t hat he is  t he s ta t e , and governmen t 

i n t er f e ren ce w i t h h im i s  n o t  app aren t . 

I n  t h is case Shaw m ight even wan t t o  c r i t i c i z e  t he 

cap i t a l i sm . Joan The l l uson N ou r se in  G . B . Sbaw " s  Maj o r  

Barbara ( 1 965 : 1 3 ) supp o r ts the s tat eme n t  by say ing : 

T he on ly exp lan a t i on sugges t ed is  t hat 
Und e r s haf t p r�bab ly r e p r e s en ts a t r an s i t i on a l  
s t age . H e  feed s and c l o t he s  t he workers and 
edu c a t e s  them to secu r e  h i s  own best in t e res t . 
B u t  t he workers grow i ng s t ronger phys ica l ly and 
o the r w i s e  w i l l  even tu a l l y d emand mor e  and more 
o f  a s h a r e  un t i l  the soc i a l i s t i c  m i l l en ium o f  
e c on o m i c  equ a l i t y i s  ac h i eved . Les t , however ,  
t h i s  seem t o o  s l ow ,  C u s i n s  i s  t a l k ing 
mys t e r i o u s l y  o f  h e l p ing t he common peop l e  by 
hand 1 ing them d i  re ct power , p e rhaps gun s ,- T h i.s 
sugge s t s  the poss ib i l i t y  o f  more v i o l en t  ac t i on , 
and Und e r shaf t h i mse l f  i n s i s t s  t hat i f  some t h ing 
i s  wo r t h  a t t a i n ing i t  may be wo r t h  shedd ing 
b l ood . S haw , in ge n e r a l , i s  kn own as a 
gradua l i s t .  So p r esumab ly he wou ld p r e f e r  t he 
o rd e r l y  c hangeove r sugg e st ed i n  Und e rshaft p l an . 

F r om t he q u o ted s ta temen t ,  we can s e e  that S haw wan t s  

t o  b r ing a g r ad u a l  movemen t from cap i t a l i sm t o  s o c i a l i s m . 

I n  cap i ta l ism ,  i t  is  ha rd to f ind t h e  econom i c  equ a l i ty 

s in ce an ind i v idua l o r  a g r o u p ·  o f  i nd i v idu a l s on l y  cares 

ab o u t  how t o  make h i �se l f  r i c h . The sys t em m ig h t  even 

resu l t  a w id e r  gap be tween the r i c h  and t he poor . Bu t in 

·. 
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t h i s  p lay , Und e r s haf t ,  bes ides mak ing mon ey f o r  h i ms e l f ,  

i s  a ls o  mak ing h i s  emp l oyees l i v ing wea l t hy because i f  h� 

d o e s  n o t  d o  so , t hey w i l l  d e mand mor e and more un t i l  the 

e c on om i c  equ a l i ty - t ha t  � s  t he pr in c ip l e of  soc i a l i sm 

i s  ac h ieved , S o  we can s e e  c l e a r l y  here t h a t  for S haw , 

s oc i a l i sm i s  b e t t e r  t han c ap i t a l i sm espec i a l l y in hand l ing 

pove r t y  abo l i t i on . 

Ano t her ev i l  o f  c ap i t a l ism sugges ted in t h i s p l ay can 

b e  f ound i n  Ac t I I  Scen e I I I . I n  t h i s  p a r t , we f ind t hat 

Peter S h i r l ey has been c ru e l ly an d sen s e l es s l y  f i red in 

f avor o f  young e r  wo r ke r s . I t  is  s t a t ed i n  his t a l ks to 

Rummy H i t c hens and Sn obby Pr i c e , two of  t hose who have 

b e en s aved by the Army , in t r y ing to ge t some food f r o m  

t he c hu rc h  

SH I RLEY . I ' m n o t  an o l d  man . I ' m on l y  4 6 . I ' m as 
good as eve r I was . The grey p a t c h  come in 
my ha i r  b e f o r e  I was t h i r t y . A l l  i t · wan ts 
is  t h ree p en n o r t h  o h a i r  dye : am I t o  be 
t u rned on the s t ree t s  to s t arve for i t  ? 
H o l y  God ! I ve wo r ked ten t o  twe l ve hou r s  a 
d ay s i n c e  I was t h i r teen , and p a id my way 
a l l  t h roug h ; and now am I to be t h r own in t o  
t h e  gu t t e r  and m y  j ob g i ven to  a young man 
t ha t  can do i t  no be t te r  t han me becau s e  
I ve b la c k  ha i r  t ha t  g o e s  w h i te at f i r s t  
c hange ? 

( S haw , 1957 : 7 8 )  

H ere S haw s hows t he system in Eng l and w h i c h  i n capab l e  

of  pr ov id ing ad eq u a t e l y  f o r  t he ag ing wo r k e rs . S h i r ley i s  

p r e sumab l y  s t i l l  capab l e  o f  earn ing money bu t why does he 
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- have t o  beg for  bread ? T h i s k ind o f  sys t e m  is  also 

opposed by Shaw . Engl and •t t hat t i me ( and n ow ) i s  a 

cap i ta l is t  s t a t e  and cap i ta l i s t  system may resu l t  such 

case as S h i r l ey ' s .  Sh aw takes t h i s  rea l i ty i n t o  his w o r k  

a n d  again exp r esses h i s  own oppos i ng idea . 

I n  Mai er Barbara , Shaw a l s o  at tacks any e l emen t in  

C h r i s t ian i ty which emphas i zes hu m i l i t y . W hat he oppos e s  in  

th is humb le a t t i t ud e i s  t he concept o f  acq u i escence 

which mean s  accep t s i l P- n t l y  w i thou t p r o t e s t  ( r emain ing 

p as s ive ) to o n e ' s  f a t e . J o an The l l u s son N o u r s e  i n  

G . B . Shaw ' s  Hai o r  Barbara c l ar i f i es the above s tatemen t 

be low : 

S haw r e fer s to a l l  in  t he trad i t ion a l  r e l i g i on 
that ad vocates meekn e ss as ' Cr o s s t ian i ty · ,  a 
t erm o f  c on temp t . H i s idea is  t ha t  su c h  an 
a t t i tu d e  he l p s  t he unj u s t  t o  remain 
we l l -en t renc hed and en courages t he opp ressed t o  
remain pass ive v i c t ims . ( 19 6 5 : 42 )  

H e re , S haw wan t s  t o  s how t h a t  he wan t s  a l l  the p o o r  

t o  r eb e l  t o  m a k e  a b e t t e r  l i fe .  For S haw , hum i l i ty i n  

C h r i s t ian i ty wou ld m a k e  t h e m  ac cep t t he i r  cond i t ion 

w i t hou t an y p r o t e s t . T hey w i l l  r emain poor if they j u s t  

remain pas s ive . T h i s  i s  a rea l i ty i n  l i fe t hat i f  someone 

rema i n s  pass ive , he w i l l  n o t make an y p rogress . The above 

s t atemen t has c l ose r e l a t io 1 1 s fi �p w i t h S haw ' s  t heory abo u t  

t he L i f e  F o r c e . T h i s  idea i s  a lways a iming at  a h ig h e r  

d ev e l opmen t o f  t h e  human race as s t a t ed b y  Bern ard F .  
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Dukore , in  Shaw ' s  :JU� T.hLe� ( 1 884 : 4 7 )  as f o l l ows 

To S haw , l i fe is an u nd e r ly ing f o r e� 
u n f in i s h ed , exp e r i men t ing , and b l un d e r ing , 
s t rugg l j n g f o r  pe r f e c t ion by t r i a l  and error , 
n o t  t he p r od u n t  o f  a n  an t hromo rphem i c  be ing . 
L i f e a i m s . t o  c r e a t e  ' h ig h e r  and h igher 
ind i v id u a l s · i n  o r d e r to a t t a in not on l y . 
s e l f - c on s c i ou sn e s s  bu t se l f - u n d e r s t and i ng . 

I n  Maj or �. S haw u s e s  U n d e r s h af t , B a r ba r a ,  and 

Cu s in s  as t he ' t r in i ty ·  t o  encou rage the soc i e t y  

exper i enc ing t he l i fe f o r c e . W h i l e Und e r s h a f t  has u s ed h i s 

power t o  e l i m i n a t e  pove r ty ,  h i s  d au g h t e r  w o r ks toward t he 

s a lvat i on and h er i n t e l l e c t u a l  f i ance , Cu s in s , a i ms to  

g ive power t o  the peop l e . Bern ard F .  Du kore aga i n  s t a t ed : 

Und er s haf t looks a f t e r  peop l e ' s  bod i es , Cus in s  
t he i r  m i nds and soc i a l  n e ed s , B arbara . t he i r  
s ou ls .  On l y  t oge t h e r  c an t hey be come e f f e c t ive ; 
t hei f o rm a t r in i t y . o f  bod y , m i nd , and sou l 
n e cessar y f o r  t he econ om i c  and sp i r i t u a l  
s a l va t i on . ( 1 984 : 6 3 )  

T h e  above s t a t em e n t s  i n d i c a t es t ha t  S haw wan ts a l l  

e l emen t s  i n  t he s o c i e t y - t he r i c h  a n d  t he poor , t he o ld 

and young - to · t a ke p a r t in e l i m i n a t i n g  pove r t y . I f  there 

i s  a c o op e r a t i o n  of  a l l ,  t h e  e c o n om i c  and sp i r i t u a l  

s a lva t i o n  w i l l  b e  e as i e r  t o  a c h i e v e . S haw m ig h t  see in  t he 

r e a l  l i f e  t hat  most p e o p l e  a r e  t h in k i n g o f  t h emse lves . 

T he y  are s o  se l f i s h . S haw wan t s  to c r i t ic i z e  t hose peop l e  

by exp r e s s ing h i s  i d e a  t h a t  we n e ed t o  w o r k  t oge t h e r  t o  

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI CONCEPTS AND IDEAS... MARIA NATALIA WIJAYA 



35 

make our l i f e eas i e r . 

T h r ough t h is p l ay , S haw a l so wan ts t o  oppose t he 

c on cept o f  atonemen t i n  C h r i s t i an i ty . H e  d is l i kes the 

" Army ' s  i n s i s tence upon con fess i on and d i s t ru s t s  any 

r e l ig i o u s  system t h a t  emph as i z e s a system af atonemen t 

t hat may encou rage s i n n e rs to f e e l  j u s t i f i ed o n c e  more and 

so f r e e  to s in aga in . S haw d i scu ssed t h i s  prob �em l arge ly 

espec i a l ly i n  h i s P r e f ace f o r  Maj or Barbara as f o l l ows : 

And h e r e  my d i sag reeme n t  w i t h  t he Salvat ion 
Army , and w i t h  a l l  p r opagand i s t  o f  t he Cross 
( wh i c h  I l o a t he as I l o a t he a l l  g ib b e t s ) becomes 
d eep indeed . Forg i v e n e s s , abso l u t i o n , atonemen t ·  
a r e  f igmen t s ; pun i s hmen t i s  on l y  a p r e tence o f  
can ce l l ing on e c r ime by an o t he r ; and you can n o  
more have forg i veness w i t ho u t  v i nd i c t iven e s s  
t he n  you can have a c u r e  w i t hou t a d i sease . 
( p . 3 2 )  

A ccord ing t o  Shaw , a t on emen t on ly g ives one more 

c han ce f o r  the s in n e r  to s in ag a in . Ye t ,  S haw a l so d o e s  

n o t  l i ke har s h  pun i s hmen t .  H e  s tressed t ha t  wr ongdo ing 

s hou ld b e  seen as i r revocab l e . A s in n e r  s hou ld be warn ed 

and t o l e r a t ed , bu t i f  he kep t s t ubborn , he i s  b e t t e r  be 

k i l l ed .  H e  s ta t es that there s hou ld be n o  talk of  

atonem en t as J e n n y  H i l l  d oe s  by p r ay ing f o r  B i l l  W a l ker 

a f t e r  s he was s t r i ken . S haw m ig h t have t h i s  i d e a  s ince he 

f ound t hat i n  r e a l  l i fe peop l e  of t en u s ed t he chan c e  to -

s in aga i n  a f t e r  t hey were apo l og i zed . S haw " s  so lu t ion i s  

d emon s t ra t ed b y  Ba rbara i . e .  con v i n c i ng on e " s  gu i l t and 
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making h i m  fee l s u c h  remo rse t h a t  he w i l l  · n ever wan t to 

.�xpe r i en o e  su c h  fee l i ng . 

I n  t he p l ay , B i l l  W a l k e r , a f t er s t r i k ing J e n n y , f e e l s  

ashamed when Bar b a r a  a t t e mps t o  save h i m . Barbara 

assu res h i m  t h a t  t h e  ve r y  con s c i ou sn e ss o f  his m i sd e ed 

w i l l  c au s e  h im s u f f e r ing no m a t t e r  whe re he goes . S he 

sugges t s  t h a t  he w i l l  f e e l  be t t e r  i f  he accepts t h e  Army 

and i ts Sa lvat i on . W e  c an see t hose in  the fo l l o w ing 

d i a l ogue : 

B I LL [ s t ar t i n8 up from t he t roush i n  
cons t erna t i on] I t ' s  a l ay : Aw n ever said s o  
[ she shakes her head] O o  tao ld y o u  wo t was 
in  moy mawnd ? 

BARBARA . On ly you r new f r iend . 
B ILL . W o t  n ew f r i end ? 
BARBARA . The d e v i l ,  B i l l . W hen he g e t s  round 

peop le t h ey ge t m i s e r ab le ,  j u st l ike you . _ 
B I LL [ wi t h  a hear t breaki ns a t t empt at 

dev i i -may-care cheerfu i ness ]  Aw a i n t  
m i s e r ab l e . [ He s i t s  down a8a i n .  and 
s t re t ched h i s l e8S i n  an a t t emp t to seem 
i nd i f /eren t ] .  

BARBARA . We l l ,  i f  you a r e  happy , why d o n t  you 
l o o k  happy as we do ? 

B I LL ( h i s  l ess cur i i n8 back i n  spi t e  of him] 
Aw ' m  eppy en a f f . Aw te l l  you . W oy cawn t you 
l e a  me a l own ? W o t  ev I d an to you ? Aw 
a i n t  smas hed you r f ace , ev Aw ? 

BARBARA . . . .  You havn t any hear t ,  have you ? 
B I LL . W o t  d " ye m e an ? W o y  a i n t  Aw g o t  a awt t he 

s i me as ennybod y  e l se ? 
BARBARA . A man w i t h  a hear t wou ldn t have bas hed 

p o o r  l i t tle J e n n y ' s  fac e , wou ld he ? 
B I LL [ a i mos t cr:yi n.e] Ow , w i l l  you l e a  me a l own ? 

Ev Aw eve r o f fe red t o  medd l e  w i t h  you , t h a t  
you can n egg i n  and p rovowk i n  m e  l awk t h is ? 
[ He wr i t hes convu l s i ue i :y from h i s  eyes to 
h i s  t oe ]  

( ::. haw , 1957 : 89-90 > 

·. 
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T hrough t he scen e ,  Shaw wan t s  t o  s how t ha t  p robab ly 

B i l l  p r e f e r s  t o  be s t r i ken back than t o  be r em inded · abou t 

· h i s  fau l t . Barbara ' s  e f f o r t  t o  c o n ve r t  h im w i l l  make h i m  

fee l  m or e gu i l ty , bu t i t  i s  what S haw waan t s . S haw as l o  

s t a t e s  i t  c lear ly i n  t he P r e f a c e  o f  Mai or Barbara as 

f o l l ows : 

M aj o r Barbara s t and s up t o  B i l l  W a l ke r  in  t h a t  
way , w i t h t h e  resu l t  t ha t  t he r u f f i an whd 
c ann o t  ge t h a t ed , has t o  ha te h i mse l f .  T o  r e l i e f  
h i s agony he t r i e s  t o  g e t  pun i s hed ; bu t t h� 
S a lva t i on i s t  whom he t r i es t o  p r ovokee i s  as 
me r c i l e s s  a� Bar bara , and on l y  pr ays for h i m . 
T hen he t r i es t o  pay , bu t c am g e t  n obody t o  t a ke 
h i s money . ( S haw 1 9 5 7 : 4 8 )  

I agree t o  S haw ' s  op in i on t ha t  an o f fender s hou ld b e  

warned bu t I d i s agree i f  h e  s t a t e s t ha t  t he r e  s hou ld be n o  

atonemen t .  I t h i n k  we n eed t o  f o rg i ve o t her ' s m i sde·ed n 9  -

mat ter  whe t her i t  is  g i v ing ' on e  m o r e  c han ce f o r  h im t o  s in 

aga in . A l l d epend on h i s own se l f - a w a r en e ss w h e t he r  h e  

w i l l  u se t he c h an ce to c onve r t  or n o t . T o  m y  op in ion , 

at on emen t i s  n o t  s i mp l y  f o rg i ve t h e  s in n e r  bu t we s hou l d  

a l so he lp h im n o t  t o  make t h e s am e  s in again . Take t he 

examp l e  o f  B i l l  W a l ke r . B i l l  may even m o r e  gu i l t y s in c e  he 

�s forg i ven i n s t ead o f  pun i sh ed . Y e t t h is f e e l ings m ay 

he lp h i m  n o t  t o  d o  t he m i sd e ed ag a i n . 

Anot h e r  t h i ng opposed by S haw in t h i s p J ay is  t he 

r oman t i c i sm and id e a l i s t  t ype . Acco rd ing t o  S haw , t he 

. _  
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idea l i s t s  are t he mos t r ig i d group that does n o t  a l low any 

p r ogre s s  a l t hough they are t he l i t e r at e  and cu l tu r ed . I n 

� he p l ay B arbara can be s a id as an idea l i s t i c  pe rson . W e  

have s e�n t h i s  in h e r  s t rong w i l l ingness to w o r k  i n  t he 

S a l va t i o n  Army and her  s tu b b o rn to d e fend her  way i n  

saving t he sou l .  T h en we c an a l so h o w  s he d i sagrees i f  

Undershaft and t he own e r  o f  t h e  own e r  o f  t he Bodge r · s  

w h i s ky save her she l t e r  by ' bu y i ng · t he A rmy . She r e f u s e s  

t he i r  he l p  s i n c e  s he t h in k s t ha t  t h ey g i ve t a i n t ed mon e y . 

Y e t  t h is s hows t ha t even t he wo r s t  peop l e  have t he 

opp o r tun i t y  t o  d o  good t h ings . I t  is  seen in the fo l l ow ing 

d i a l ogue : 

BARBARA . W hy n o t !  D o  you know what my f a t h e r  i s ?  
H ave you fo rgo t t en t hat L o r d  Saxmundham i s  
Bodge r t he w h i sky man ? Do  you r e member hqw 
we imp l o r ed the c ou n t r y  c o u n c i l  to s t op h im 
f r om w r i t i ng Bodge r · s  wh i sky in  t he l e t t e r s  
o f  f i r e  aga in s t  t h e  sky ; s o  t hat t h e  p o o r  
d r in k - ru i n ed c reatu res on t he emban kmen t 
c ou ld n o t  w a ke u p  f r om the i r  s n a t c hes o f  
s l e ep w i t hou t b e i ng r e m i nd ed o f  t he i r  
d ead l y  t h i r s t  b y  t h a t  w i c ked s ky s ign ? Do 
you know t h a l  t he wo r s t  t h ing I have to 
f ig h t  h e r e  i s  n o t  the d e v i l ,  B odge r , 
B�dger , Bodger w i t h  h i s  w h i s ky ,  h i s  
d is t i l l e r i e s , and h i s  t ied hous e s  ? A r e  you 
go ing to make o u r  she l t e r  an o t h e r  t ied 
hou ses f o r  h i m ,  and as k me to keep. i t  ? 

HRS . B A I N E S . D e a r  B a r b a r a : L o rd Saxmund ham has a 
sou l t o  b e  saved l i ke an y o f  u s . i f  heaven -
has found t l i e  way t o  make a good u s e  o f  h i s  
mon e y ,  a r e  we t o  s e t o u r s e l ves u p  aga i n s t  
t h e  an swer to  ou r p r ay e r s  ? 

BARBARA . I kn ow he has a sou l t o  b e  saved , l e t  
h im come d own he r e ; and I w i l l  d o  my best 
to h e l p  h i m  to h i s  sa lvat i o n . B u t  he  wan t s  
to send h i s  cheq u e  down t o  b u y  u s , and go 
on as w i c ked as eve r . 
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H RS . BAI N ES . . . .  who wou ld have t houg h t  t h a t  any 
good have o ome o u t  war and d r in k  ? 

( S haw . 1 9 57 : 107 ) 

I n  t h is c ase , I agr e e  t o  S haw ' s  op i n ion t h a t  a l l  

p eop l e  - good o r  w i c ked - have t he same c han c e s  t o  d o  good 

t h ings . WP. shou ld n o t  be too i d ea l i s t i c  l i ke B arbara . To 

some e x t en ts ,  b e ing an id ea l i s t  is good s i n c e  i t  s hows 

t hat t h e  pe rson has a s t rong pr i n c ip l e ,  bu t I t h in k k  it i s  

b e t t e r  i f  h e  i s  f lex i b le t o  t h e  s i tu a t i on ( what I mean i s  

n o t d e a l ing w i t h  one ' s  p e r son a l  r e l ig i on b e l i e f ) . I n  our 

real l i f e , t h e r e  are many i d e a l i s t ic p e op l e . S haw take 

t h i s  t ype  i n t o  his  p l ay . 

B e s i d e a  t h e  i d e a l i s t  type , S h aw a l so wan ts t o  oppose 

r oman t i c iam .  To S haw a r omantic is one who has a false or  

u n r e a l  p ic tu r e  o f  l i fe . We c an f i nd in ou r soc i ety t hat 

many p e op l e  � r e somet imes a f r a id to fact t he r e a l  th ings . 

Some peop l e  a r e  u n s a t i s f i ed w i t h  t hemse lves and many are 

l iv ing  b e h ind a mask. I n opp os i n g  t he roman t i c i sm , Sh aw 

sugg es ts  r eali sm. I t  makes peop l e  l ea rn to s e e  t h e  f ac t s -

m o r e  r e a l i s t ic a l ly . Shaw r e l a t e s  t h i s  t o  h is t heme i n  

Mai or Barbara . F o r  h i m  r om an t i c i sm on l y  makes peop le fee l 

m o r e  m i s e r a b l e  abou t t h e p o o r  and pove r ty . The p o o r  shou ld 

not  be p i t i ed too muc h ,  bu t t he y  mu s t  b e  en cou r aged to 

s t rugg l e  i n  or der  t o  ge t a b e t t e r  l i fe - S haw ' s  concep t i o n  

o f  t h e  l i f e  f o r c e . 
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A t  t he end o f  t he p l ay , Barbara appears as t he l o s e r . 

S he has t o  con fess herse l f  d e feated . She has t o  adm i t  

t hat  s he c ann o t  save peop le w i t h a s l i c e  o f  b r e ad i n  one 

hand and a B ib l e  i n  an o t h e r  hand . She says he r s e l f  , " I can t 

t a l k  r e l ig ion t o  a man w i t h  b od i ly hu nger in  h i s  eyes . 

( p . 100 ) .  S he f in a l l y  ag rees t o  leave he r p o o r  peop l e  i n  

t he A rmy , who s o b  w i t h  gr a t i tude f o r  a s c r ap o f  bread , and 

t ke on t he we l l -paid fac t o ry wo r kers who are a r r ogan t ,  

q u a r r e l s ome , and fu l l f ed , b e c au s e t hat i s  where the 

s a l va t i on i s  n e ed ed . U nd e r s haf t w i l l  n ever aga i n  be ab l e  o 

mock h e r  t ha t her conve r t s  we r e  br ibed w i t h  b r e ad . T h i s  is  

seen i n  t h e .
l a st scen e : 

BARBA RA . . . . .  Af t e r  a l l ,  my dear o ld mo t he r  has 
mor e sense th an an y of you . I f e l t  l ike her 
when I s aw t h i s  p l ace - f e l t  t hat I mus t  
have i t  - t h at n e ver , n ever , n e ver cou ld I 
l e t  i t  go ; on l y  s he t houg h t  i t  was t he 
houses and t he k i t c hen ranges and t he 
l in e n s  and C h in a , when i t  was r e a l l y  a l l 
t he human s ou l t o  b e  s aved : n o t  weak sou l s  
i n  s t a rved b od i es ,  sobb ing w i t h  grat itude 
f o r  sc rap of  b r ead and treac l e ,  bu t 
fu l l f ed ,  q u a r r e l some , s n obb i s h ,  upp i s h  
c r e a t u r es , a l l  s t and ing on t h e i r  l i t t l � 
r ig h t s  and d ign i t i es , and t h in k ing t ha t  my 
f a t her ough t t o  be great l y  ob l iged t o  t hem 
f o r  mak ing s o  mu ch money f o r  him - and so -
he ough t .  T hat i s  where s a l va t i on i s  r ea l ly 
wan ted . M y  f a t h e r  s ha l l n ever t hrow i t  in 
my t e e t h  aga i n  t ha t  my conve r t s  we r e  b r ibed 
w i t h  bread . I have go t r id of  t he br ibe o f  
heaven . L e t  God ' s  work be d o n e  f o r  i ts own 
sake . 

( S haw , 1 957 : 1 52 ) 

Barbara ' s  con fess i on t ha t  s h e  i s  d e feat ed makes m e  

. . .  � 
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adm i t  t hat in  o rd e r  to  save u man sou l ,  we s hou ld fu l f i l l  

t h e  bas i c  p hys i c a l  needs of the peop l e . T h e r e  are some 

s t ages of human n e ed and t h e  f i rst s t age is food , 

c l o t hes , and hou ses . On e c ann o t  j ump i n t o  t he sou l 

s a l vat i on i f  he has n o t  fu l f i l led t he bas i c  n e ed s . 

S haw t hen sugges ts h i s  idea t ha t  t h e r e  s hou ld be a 

c ooperat ive t o  ac h i eve t he e c onom ic and sp i r i tu a l  

s a l va t i on . U nd e r sh a f t  fu l f i l l s t he body , Barbara t h e  sou l ,  

and Cu s in s  the m ind . T h i s  a l so means that a l l  e l emen ts in 

t he soc i e t y  s hou ld ta ke par t in d eve l op ing the human 

p r ogr ess , in e l i m i n a t ing pove r t y - the rea l i t y  that S haw 

pu t s  in h i s  p l ay .  
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