
CHAPTER I 

I N T R 0 D U C T I 0 N 

1.1 nackground of the Study 

Literature is piece of writing which " expresses and 

communicates thoughts , feelings , and attitudes towards l ife 

by the medium o f  language " ( Rees , 1973 : 19). It reveals so 

many aspects o f  l i fe , dealing with human thoughts , values , 

problems and con f l icts . It is understandable that l iterature 

is s ign i f icant in l if e  because it "brings peopl e  into con

tact more c losely with the real l ife . The use o f  l iterature 

is to help people t oward a better understanding of them-

s elves" ( Rees , 1973 :11). Furthermore , Robert G . Carlson 

identi fi es l i terature as "means to transmit the l oves and 

hates , the hopes and fears , ambitions and frustrations , the 

fai lures and the triumphs , the questi on s , the problems, the 

experiences o f  people confronting l i fe " .  Thus , it can be 

said that l iteratur e ' s  funct ion is to " record man ' s  struggl e  

to l i fe and from it certain recurrent themes and ideas 

emerge" (89). 

The choice o f  l i terary f ie ld as a source o f  the thesis 

concerns with the function of l iterature as a means to 

unders tand l i fe . It is so because l iterature de-

l 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI THE STUDY ON... MASKURI



2 

pict s  the actual occurances human being deals with . Getting 

in touch with literature wil l  highly arise awareness o f  the 

values of life since it deals with the implied moral and 

s ocial as wel l , and others . Working QUt on literature is 

expected to bring the writer to the deepening o f  conscious-

ness at gazing life . 

In terms o f  literary field , this thesis analyzes George 

Orwe l l ' s  Down and Out in Paris and London , which takes the 

form o f  novel. Taken from The American College of Diction

ary, a nove l is de fined as " fictive prosaic story in c ertain 

l ength tl1at describes the action o f  the character as repre

sentation o f  real life " ( 1 960:830). Compared to other gen

res , novel provides more events which permits the writer o f  

being abl e  to obtain better understandings since it is 

great ly c oncerned with character . Because o f  its scop e , a 

nove l wil l  pres ent one or a f ew characters in considerabl e  

depth , as  wel l  as a large array o f  minor characters in 

out line . Novel wil l  trace the deve lopment o f  characters as a 

result o f  the experiences o f  which the plot t e l l s , and 

exp lore in some depth the personal relationships of charac

ters . It presents us with a c l ear picture of its times , and 

lead us to feel that we know its s etting as if we have lived 

in it ourselve s . 
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According to Graham Litt l e  in his Approach to Litera 

ture, there are s everal kinds o f  nove l . These kinds may be a 

pi caresque nove l , nove l o f  s e l f - fulfilment , novel of social 

criticism , s atir e , historical novel, romance , novel of 

adventure , detective and mysterious nove l s , and regional 

nove l . The writer considers that Down and Out in Paris and 

London as nove l of social criticism since it is a vehic le 

f or expression o f  social, even political and beliefts that 

provides critics on social and political condition s  at that 

time (104). 

George Orwel l  (1903-1950), who s e  nove l is going t o  be 

discussed in this thesis , was one of the great English 

novelist . He had a great deal o f  competences at eliciting 

factual events which provide detailed descriptions in the 

light of his social and psycholo gical experiences . As an 

observer of the life of the poor and a writer of po litical 

pamph l ets , Orwel l  had important predecessors in the nine

teenth century . Like Cobbet , Mayhew and Dickens , he informed 

a l arge ly middle - c las s audience about the actual details of 

working c lass life , which he himsel f  had obs erved and 

shared . But , unlike their works, Orwel l ' s  social and politi

cal wr itings involve not only the accurate depiction of 

poverty and oppres sion , but also attempts to use his experi-
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ences to test h imse l f  and def ine h is values . S ince Orwe l l ' s  

narrative voice is s o  vital a part o f  h is books , his created 

personal ity has great mora l and pol itical relevances . 

Indeed , Orwe l l ' s  persona in Down and Out in Paris and 

London ( 1933 ) , The Road to Wigan P ier ( 1937 ) , and Homage to 

Cali fornia ( 1938 ) fulf i ls many o f  the funct ions o f  the hero 

in a nove l he is a person with whom we may ident i fy ,  

through whom we may discove r , and against whom we may meas

ure and j udge ( Meyers et a l , 1975 : 74) . 

Furthermore , Orwel l  is the great master o f  c o l l oqui a l  

eas e , and bel ieved that concrete words are better than 

abstract ones , and that the shortest way of saying anything 

is a lways the best . His vivid and direc t , f l exible and far

ranging ntyl e  is a lways understandabl e  and interest ing . His 

best feature , as author , that may not be long to others , are 

his desires to have immediate and actual experi ences , to see 

th ings from the inside rather than � purely theoret i c a l  

viewpoint ; to f ight on t h e  side o f  the oppressed and t o  

agonize their sufferings ; to extinguish , among out- c asts , 

the s ense o f  soc i a l  c l as s ; to feel the pleasurabl e  rel ie f , 

the anxiety ; to undergo the exc itement o f  a sortie to the 

lower c l a s s  ( Meyers et a l , 1975 : 76 ) . In an introducti on o f  

h i s  book , he stated : 
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• . .  I wanted to submerge myserf, to get r ight down 

among the oppressed , to be one o f  them and their 

side against the ir tyrants . And chi e f ly because I 

had had to think everything out i n  sol itude , I had 

carried my hatred of oppression to extraordinary 

l engths . At that t ime f a i lure seemed to me b e  the 

only virtue . Every suspic ion of sel f -advancement , 

even to 'succeed ' i n  l if e  to the extent o f  making a 

few hundred a year , seemed to me spiritual ly ugly , 

a species o f  bullying ( xi ) . 

c. Day Lewis sa id that Down and Out in Paris and London 

is 0a tour of the underworld , c onducteq without hysteria or 

pre j udice . . .  The facts that he r evea ls should shake the 

compl acency of twentieth-century c iv i l ization i f  anything 

could;  they are sensat ional get presented w ithout sensa-

t i on n l ism0 ( xi i ) . According to Dervla Murphy in her intro

duct ion o f  Down and Out in Paris and London said that it is 

the white -ho t reaction o f  a sensitive , observant ,  c ompas

sionate young man to poverty , inj ust ice and the c a l lousness 

o f  the rich . . . .  It o f f ers insights rather than solut i on ;  but 

a lways insights have to precede soluti ons . No one has ever 

c l a imed Down and Ou t is i ts author •s best book , yet many o f  

h i s  adm irers describe i t  a s  the i r  fa vouri te Orwe l l . Its 
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f l aws are numerous but oddy endearing (xii i ) . 

The writer cons iders that novel entitt l ed Down and Out 

in Pari s  and London is qu ite repres entative to come out 

critics on s oc i a l  condition at that t ime . The theme o f  c l a s s  

exploitation is dramatized most vividly amidst the luxury 

and squalor of the grand hotel where the splendid customers 

s it j ust a few feet away from the disgust ing f i lth of the 

kitchen workers .  The only connection between the s e  two 

wor lds is the food prepared by one for others , which o ft en 

contain the cook ' s  spit and waiter ' s  hair grea s e . From this 

fact , Orwe l l  pos it s  a wonderfull y  ironic economic law : The 

more one pays for food , the more sweat and spittle i s  ob-

l iged to eat with it ( Meyers et a l , 1975 7 7 ) . In this 

respect , the writer i s  attracted t o  study the relation s h ip 

between two c l a s s es , that is , lower and upper c lasses who 

oft en deve l op con f l icts among them . 

Those are parts of the novel which make it interesting 

and c a l l  the writer to study i t  more deeply . He wants to 

look into the behaviour and att itude of the main character 

in facing his challenging l ife and to des cr ibe the main 

character ' s  s truggl e  to get h i s  d ignity that is despi s ed and 

hum i liated by the s uperpower of the upper c lass . 
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1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Dealing with the preceding discussion, the writer finds 

several problems rising in the novel that is going to be 

analyzed. Those are 

1. what conflicts the major character undergoes when he 

becomes a plongeur, cafetier and tramp in Paris and London? 

2. how does the major character experiences his conflicts 

as a plongeur, cafetier and tramp mentioned above ? 

1.3 Objective of the Study 

This study is intended 

1. to reveal what kind of conflicts the mjor character 

undergoes when he becomes a plongeur, cafetier and tramp in 

Paris and London; 

2. to know on how the major character faces and experiences 

his conflicts resulting from interaction with his surround

ings. 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

In respect with this study, the writer wants to improve 

his knowledge and understanding on literature. Hopefully, 

this study may provide a few contributions to the readers, 

especially the students of English Department on how to 
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ana lyze l iterary work within more spe c i f i c  obj ect , that is , 

a n o ve l . In l ine with an analysis o f  this thesis ,  this study 

may g ive views and insights on how t o  ana lyze nove l , deter

mine what problems s hould be taken as a ma in sub j ect matter 

to be discussed more deeply , then determine what theories 

and approaches to be picked out to analyze that novel prop

erly as who l e . In more spec i f ic term , this study may enri c h  

knowledge about works o f  George Orwe l l . By read ing this 

ana lysis , the readers could understand about gener a l  char

acteristics of Orwe l l , about h is spec i fi c  features in the 

l ight of h is nove l . Ultimate l y ,  the reader may obta in any 

sign i f icant teach ings and get new f indings that need to be 

applied i nto their analysi s ,  parti cu l ar ly the new beginners 

in analyzing nove l . 

1.5 S cope and L im itation 

This thesis concerns with the ma j or character ' s  c on 

f l icts resu lt ing from h is interacti on w i t h  soc ial in j ustice 

condi tion at that t ime . His l ife i s  f ac ed with promi nent 

domination of the upper c l ass , whi le he is power less to get 

rid from them , or make rebel lion aga inst them . To surv ive , 

he must work hard but h is salary can not improve h is sorrow

ful l i fe , so he remains to be the outcast , powerl ess man 
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under. dom ination of the upper c l ass , direct ing him into 

deeply co11f licts . However , it should be noted that , these 

con f licts pure ly depend on the work itse l f . There fore , the 

writer w i ll analyze one of the intrinsic elements o f  f ic-

tion , that is , a character . More spesific a l ly ,  the writer 

wil l  limit the study on conflicts that the major character 

undergoes in agreement with his position as a plongeur, 

cafe ti er and tramp in Paris and London , respec tive ly .  

To know what a kind o f  conf licts that the m a j or 

character experiences , the write r  feels it useful t o  make 

characterizat ion in line with his interaction with his hard 

and harsh a tmo�pheres . O f  course the nove l being analyzed is 

a lmost dom inated by the appearance and performance o f  the 

maj or character . 

1. 6 Theoretic a l  Background 

Having stated previously , this thesis is focused to 

ana lyze the ma j or character's struggle for getting the 

improved life , dignity , getting rid from oppression o f  the 

upper c l ass in order t o  be able to earn decent lif e . I n  

struggling his fate , h e  is c on frontated with government and 

its t i ght -ru les , pressures and oppression of the riches 

within capita list-ruled society that bring him into deeply 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI THE STUDY ON... MASKURI



10 

conf l icts . 

First «f a l l , i t  should be noted that thos e  con f l icts 

are happening in l iterary work , not i n  rea l soc iety . By 

virtue of these conditions , the writer uses obj ective t heory 

and supported by structura l approach . Heret o , Wel leck and 

Warren Gaid that " the s tudy of l iterature should f irst and 

foremost concentrate on the actual work of art itse l f "  

(140 ) . I n  other words , i t  views a literary work from its in

trins ic e lement s such a s  sett ing , plot , character , theme and 

s o  on . Here , the writer w i l l  pick out one o f  them t o  be 

ana lyzed , that i s , character . 

In ana lyzing this nove l , the writer i s  demanded to read 

the work more deep ly and make any int erpretat ion to reve a l  

and understand those problems • Thi s  c a n  b e  achieved by 

hermeneut ic theory . Hermeneut ics theory that i s  employed 

here , permits the writer to obta i n  an e s s ence o f  the work 

better . Paul Ricour said that hermeneutics " is a s c ience o f  

interpretat ion and t h e  nature o f  i t  is  to construe a text 

something more than its phys ical presence . That i s , the 

nature of text is to mean whatever we cons true to mean" 

(105) • 

The last , the con f l icts that the maj or character under

goes result from distorted s o c i a l  and psycho logica l  s t at e s . 
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From this , the writer is going t o  emp loy soc i a l  and psy

chological ?PProaches to support this ana lysis . 

1 .7 Method o f  the Study 

Having stated previously , this thesis deals with the 

ma j or character ' s  con f licts rising f rom pressures of the 

upper c lass .  Along his l i fe , he is overshadowed by the 

dom ination o f  the r ich leading him to be powerless , the poor 

without improvement . To further extent , the con f l icts bet

ween the l ower and upper c lass are c a l led c l ass con f l i cts . 

To reve a l  these complicated prob l ems , f i rst o f  a l l , he 

reads the nove l ,  which become the main source o f  the study , 

and other support ing materials deeply and crit i ca l ly .  After 

gett ing profound understanding of what he has read , he 

describes events and prob l ems being dealt w ith , then he 

interprete them accordingly . It means t h is analysis uses 

descriptive-analytic method since in working out this the

sis , the writer attempts to describe events and problems 

then ana lyze them . S ince reading , understanding and analyz

ing o f  the thesis i nvolve interpretat ion , the use o f  h erme 

neu tic method i s  reasonab l e . In t h i s  method , interpretat ion 

is ." to const rue text something more than its physical 

presence . That is , the nature of text is to mean whatever we 
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construe to mean" ( K . M .  Newton , 1 0 5 ) . 

1. 0 Definition o f  Key 'l'crms 

-Plongeur ( French ) : a diswasher , the lowest rank sta f f  in 

-Cafe ti er . 
. 

-Tramp 

-Spike ( casual ward ) . 
. 

Conf lict 

-Struggl e  

P a r i s  hote l 

a person who works in cafeteri a  

a person with no f ixed home or 

occupation who wanders from place to 

place 

a common place for tramps and 

beggars in London 

a stage of disagreement or argument 

between oppos ing groups or 

oppos ing ideas or pri nc iples ; a 

s truggle or a battle that grows out 

o f  the interpl ay of the two opposing 

force s . There are four poss ible 

k inds o f  con f l icts : a man against 

hims e l f , man aga inst man , man 

aga inst a s oc iety and man against 

nature or destiny . 

a great or determ ined e f fort 

within a person when trying to 
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-Capitalist 

deal with d i f f icult problem or 

situation . 

13 

person who owns or controls much 

capital , the rich person , or person 

who supports cap italism and has 

means o f  production 
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