
C II A P T E R III 

A N A L Y S I S 

In this sec t ion , the writer wil l try t o  do his  bes t 

ana lys i s  so the readers f ind it eas ier t o  understand it. In 

respect with this analys i s , the wri ter is going to generate 

his own opinions and views as ide from the work i t s e l f , that 

i s , the nove l . Should be noted that this analys i s  w i l l  be 

dom inated by conf lict s  of the major character represented by 

" I " . In nddit ion , the con f l i c t s  t o  be ana lys ed here are 

within nove l , fict ional characters a l though in fact repre

sent con f lic ts in a c e r t a in period of t ime . The con f l i c t s  

that t h e  m a jor character undergoes a r e  mainly happening i n  

hote l , restaurant , lodging hous e , spike or c a s u a l  ward , 

pawnshop , street in wh ich he i s  confrontated with pres s ures , 

oppre s s i ons o f  owners o f  the hote l , restaurant represen t i ng 

upper class , with government and its  t ight rules and inter

ven t ions . In this study, the writer wi l l  study on how the 

major churacter f aces and experiences his  ser ious con f l i c t s  

resulting from pres sures and oppres s ions o f  t h e  upper c l a s s , 

governmen t ,  on how his att itudes and behaviours t o  face a l l  
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comp l icated problems ment ioned above . 

S ince the s e  con f l ic t s  occur in two s ettings , namely 

Paris and London , the writer is going to divide this analy

nis into two s eparate parts . Firs t , he will describe pro

blems , then , interprete and analyze these problems crit i c a l

ly . To ach ieve this purpo s e , he feels it nec e s sary that 

character i z a t ion on the maj or character wou ld be t aken into 

acccount • 

III .1 '11he Major Character's Conflicts in Struggling His 

Life within Upper Class-Ruled Society 

III.1.1 The Major Character as Plongeur and Cafetier 

in Paris 

Ile l ives in the Coq d ' Or quarter . For the first time , in 

thi s  place , he contacts with starvat ion. A day to day he 

mus t  look for a j ob for meeting h i s  da i ly needs . A lmos t  

every day h e  experiences o f  hard-up , j us t  s ix francs i n  a 

day . It .is insu ffic ient amount to l ive properly . The next 

day he has to s eek the job and it means that he can eat f or 

u while and then undergoes s tarved . Starvat i on makes him not 

to go laundry , given up smoking , he c annot answer a letter 
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f rom a f r iend o f  him s ince he c annot a f f ord to buy a p iece 

o f  s tamp . For h im ,  gett ing meals are the most d i ff icult of 

a l l . Every day a t  meal t ime , he must go out o s t ens ively t o  a 

restaurant , and loaf an hour in Luxemburg Garden . There , he 

smuggle food in his  poclrnt . He has to buy rye bread instead 

o f  household bread because the rye , a lthough drearer , i s  

round and eas i ly smuggled in his  pocket . In regard t o  psy

chological approach , this indicat e s  that h i s  superego , a s  

source o f  ethics , mor a l  and censoring agency , does not 

funct i on we l l , rather hi s id does wel l . I lis  very urgent 

needs , tha t i� , food , defeats his norm a l  common sense into 

immora l deeds leading h im to gui l t . Thi s  is because he 

cons iders that only food can r i s e  peop le to do anything . 

Without adequate food , man cannot think norma l ly , in f urther 

extent , even responsible for his death . 

Some t ime he i s  in a day without food s o  he o ften s e l l s  

a few o f  h i s  c lothes , smugg l ing them out o f  the hotel i n  a 

urna l l  pocket and taking them to a s econdhand shop i n  the Rue 

de La Mon tagne St Genevieve . In this p lace , however , he i s  

con frontated with the s hopman , red-haired jew , a n  extraord i 

nar i ly dis agreeab le man , who used to f a l l  into f ur i ous rages 
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a t  the s ight of c l ient coming there . He used to be angry 

with com ing people there . He used to shout , "You here 

again ? "  B e s ides , l ie ir; dece ived by t h e  Ghopman . It is s o  

o [ ten that the shopman pref erred t o  exchange rather than buy 

and he had excellent trick of thrust ing s ome usele s s  art i 

cles into one ' s  hund and then pretending that one had ac

cepted i t . He s a id " once I s aw him take a good overcoat from 

an old woman , put two white b i l li ard-ba l l s  into her hand , 

nnd then pu sh her rap idly out o f  the s hop be fore she could 

prot c u t "  ( 1 6 ) . In addition , he gets unf a ir treatment from 

t. he !.i hopman , h i r.  valuable art icles , s uch as a pair o f  shoes , 

l t a t  a r e  bough t pricoly . Thi s  ind i c ates obvious f act that h i s  

a orrowful l i fe result from the behaviours a n d  att itudes of 

h i s  s urrounding people including government- owned labours 

s uc h  as that shopman , in f act , that apply inj us t ice treat-

1nent towards the powerles man , particul arly h im as pl on -

ge ur. Thi s  would preserve his  suf fering , const itut ing immut

able one tha t common l ower c la s s  undergo in capita l i st-ruled 

soc iety . 

To meet h i s  da i ly needs and for the s ake o f  h i s  sur

v iva l ,  he departr; to a pawnshop o f  Paris to pawn his 
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c lotheu . Overthere , he cannot enj oy com fortab le bargaining 

that should take place norm a l ly between buyer and s e l le r , in 

this case o f  c lerk of that pawnshop ; instead he f inds s o c i a l  

i n j u s t ices . The cruel c lerk looks down o n  h i m  who wants t o  

s e l l  his  c lothe s , even the c lerk c a l l s  h im l ike a dog and 

a lways buys t he c l othes cheaper than it should be . He s ta t ed 

" a s  I c ame in the c lerk c a l led with an a ir of 

o f fennce , ' Numoro 83 - -l1ere ! '  and gave a l ittle wh i s t l e  and a 

beckon , as  though c a l l ing a dog" ( 1 8 )  

As miJery man , h e  has great spirits o f  e f f orts in get

t ing a j ob for the s ake o f  his s urvival .  He goes to the 

Hotel Scribe and waits for an hour on the pavement , hopi ng 

that the manager wou ld come out , but the manager doesn ' t .  

Then he dragged h im s e l f  down to the Rue De Commerce ,  only to 

f ind that the new restaurant , wh ich i s  being decorated , i s  

shut up and the patron away . H e  h a s  t o  wa lk fourteen k i l orne-

ters ove r pavement leading to h i s  extra -tiredne s s . 

Day a ft e r  day he goes up and down Paris , dr i ft ing at two 

m i le s  an hour through the crowds , bored and hungry , but 

f inding no thing other than being despis ed and hum i l i ated , 

not so welcome by the manager because of h i s  inexperienc e .  
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Thi s  prov ides ins ight that the rich repres ented by the 

manager o f ten regards uneducated man as use l e s s  creature , 

outca u t  o f  the soc iety . Neverthe les , he never gets desperat

ed , h e  tries to enrolls  h i s  name at agency and answers a n  

advert i G ement , but wa lking everywhere makes h im s low and 

m i s s e s  every j ob by half an hour . It means he is left to 

obtain an opportun i ty s ince he rel�s heavi ly on his foot on 

walldng . I ndeed , he i s  not a l one who experience s uch cond i 

t ion , a lmoa t  a l l  the poor doe s . Although fac i l ity is not a l l  

o f  everyth ing , but i t s  presence quite meaningful t o  s upport 

human activi t ie s  in recent decade inc luding in looking for 

j ob .  Once he nearly gets a j ob swabbing out rai lway 

truck s , but a t  the last moment he is rej ected because he i s  

fore i gner , Eng l i s h  man . I n  the writer ' s  view , thi s  indicate s  

rac i a l  discriminat ion even though a l l  human being a r e  equal 

in the ir digu i ties . 'fhe nobleness o f  human being i s  not 

determined by whether he i s  white or blac k , Frenhman or not , 

but by qual ity . 

Then , lloris , his friend , s ugges ted that he should go to 

Les Ha lles and tried t o  get a j ob a s  porter . He is treated 

very unj u s t i c e ly by upper c la s s  repres ented by manager . He 
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is not rej ected direc t ly , but tested to l i ft overwe ighed 

crate s , o f  course , he cann ' t  l i ft them s ince the crates 

s hould be l i fted by four strong men . Thi s  i s  a perve rs ive 

t r ick o f  manager to avo id inexperienced l abours . The manager 

regards that he is  no use and takes that way of gett ing r i d  

f rom him . Orwe l l  depicts  this quite vividly a s  below : 

You are strong , eh ? he s a id 

Very s trong , I s a id untruly 

Di en . Let me see you l i ft that crate 

It wa s n huge wicker basket f u l l  of potatoes . I  took 

hold o f  it , and f ound that , so f a r  from l i f t ing 

i t , I could not even move it . . • .  ( 3 1 )  

Fina l ly ,  it may be wise that perver s ive trick mus t be 

v io lated by pervers ive trick as wel l  for the s ake of h i s  

survival in hurd and harsh atmosphere a l though this is not 

compatible with his deep soul . Thi s  i s  becau s e  he i s  f orced 

t o  do s o , mora l i ty is out o f  his cons idera tion . Then , he ap

p l ies a c unning plan f or geting rid from p atron ' s  attent ion 

because o f  h i s  inab i l i ty of paying h i s  rent . He s ucceeds to 

e scape from patron ' s  place and intends to pawns h i s  c lothes 

or o ve rcoa t s . However , his d i f f iculties do not last a s  we l l ,  
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the receiver at the pawn shop aga in refuse h is overcoats . The 

rece iver te l ls him that he has not s u f f ic i ent paper o f  iden

t i f ic a t ion ; h i s  car t e  d ' i den ti t e  is not enough and he must 

D how a pas sport or addres s ed enve lope . So that he c annot 

pawn h is overcoat mean ing that he i s  trapped into starvation 

again . lie never gets desperated , but he tr ies t o  pawn h i s  

ove �coat to the Boulevard Port Roya l , whi l e  he gets there he 

f inds i t  i s  shut o f f  and he mus t walk about twelve k i l ome-

tres and hus no food for s ixty hours . 

A t  Hot e l  X ,  he found chef du personn el . He i s  accepted 

as pl ongeur because o f  his English competence . This does not 

make him to be happy but surpri sed by very bad s itua t i on , 

tha t is , inhumane condit ion where he would work . The clJef du 

personnel led him down a winding s ta ircase into a narrow 

pas s age , deep-underground , and s o  low that he had to stoop 

in p lacea . It was s t i f l ingly hot and very dark with on ly d im 

yel low bu lbs B everal yard apart . There s eemed to be m i les o f  

dark l abyr i nth i n e  p a s s age s , - - actua l ly he s upposed , e few 

hundred yard in a l l - -that rem inded one queerly of the lower 

deck of a l iner ; there were the s ame heat and cramped space 

a nd warrn reek of food , and wh irr ing noi s e  coming f rom k itch-
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en furnacci j ust l ike whir of engine s . 

'!'hen , clief du personnel took him to u tiny underground 

< lcn - - a c e l l ar be low cel lar , as it were - -where there were a 

o ink and G ome gas ovens . That place was unable him to s t and 

qu i t e  upr ight , and temperature was perharp 1 1 0  F degree s .  

H i s  j ob was to fetch meals  for the higher hotel employee s , 

who fed in a s ma l l  dining room above , c lean the ir room and 

wash their crockery . However , the s ituat ion o f  workplace 

plays an important role in supporting the preva i l ing j ob 

dona by the workers , inc l ud ing h im . Yet s uch bad c ond it i on 

above would depres s everyone both ment a l ly and phys ica l ly . 

Be ing English man , I t a lian waiter o f  that hotel a lways 

looks down him , s omet imes oppres s e s  h im into u certain 

threutens when he could not work wel l . Again , rac ial d i s 

cr imination c an occur in any t ime . He exper iences th is within 

his fuctual fol lowing statement 

Eng l ish , eh? he s a id . We l l , I ' m in the charge here . 

I f  you work wel l - -he made the motion o f  up- ending a 

bott le and s ucked n o i s i ly .  I f  you don ' t  - - he gave 

the doorpost s everal vigorous k i cks . To me , twis t 

ing your neck wou ld b e  no more than spitt ing on the 
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f loor . And i f  there ' s  any troub le , they ' l l be l i eve 

me , no t you . So be careful ( 55) . 

His work wau easy work but engaged in very busy activi

ties . He was at work from s even i n  the morning t i l l  a quater 

past n ine at n igh t ; f irst at washing crockery , then at 

s crubb ing the tables and floors o f  the employees • dining 

room , then at po l i shing the glasses and knives ; then at 

fetching mea l s ; then a t  washing crockery agu in , then at 

fetching more mea ls and washing more crockery- all these 

act ivi ties need fourteen hours a day . 

Bes ides that , th e  condit ion of the kitchen increased h i s  

inner con f l ictG or mental straints . The kitchen was l ike 

noth ing he had ever s een or imagi ned-- a  s t i f l ing , low c e i 

linged in ferno o f  a cel lar , red- l it from t h e  f ires , and the 

dea fening with oa ths and the c langing of pots and pans . It 

was s o  hot . I n  the m iddle were furnaces , where twe lve cooks 

s k ipped to and fro , the ir faces dripp ing sweat in spite of 

the ir caps . Round that were counters where mob o f  wa iters 

and pl ongeur c lamoured with trays . 

Everyone s eemed to be in a hurry <md a rage . He and 

others were s upervised by the head cook , a f ine s carlet man 
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w ith big moustach i o s , stood in the m iddle proudly and w i l l  

b e  ready to curse h im crue l ly whenever h e  makes some m i s 

takes in h i s  work whi le he , a s  pl ongeur, i s  quite forbidden 

to let h i s  moustache grow although having moustache is a 

abs o lute r ight o f  every human be ing . It was so often the 

head cook mock him . The author des cribes t h i s  f antas t i c a l ly 

below : 

Do you see that? That i s  the type o f  pl ongeur they 

s end us nowdays . Where do you come from , idiot? 

From Charcnton , I s uppos e ?  ( there is a large l u 

na t ic asy lum at Charenton ) 

From England , I s a id 

I m ight have known it we l l  

I in from you that you a r e  the s on o f  a whore ( 56 )  

He , as pl ongeur never get s honour j u s t  l ike lower anima l 

whose l i fe without any honour . Es s ent ial ly , every man i s  

worth to get honour disregarding h i s  or her social status , 

whether the have or the poor . Cl1ef du personnel s a id proud-

ly , " . . .  Do you thinJc that a pl or1geur can af ford a s ense o f  

honour " ( 5 8 ) . I t  i s  noth ing to respect him . The big hot e l s  

are merc i l e s s  towards the ir emp loyees .  Hot e l  repre sent ing 
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uppe r - c l a s s  engage or dis charge men a s  the work demands , and 

t hey s il ck ten percent s , or more o f  their s t a f f s  when season 

i s  over . I t  i s  social  inj ustice that should not be per

Cormed by them . Indeed , they have no d i f f icult ies in replac

ing a 111il 1 1  who leave s a t  short not ice , for Paris thronged by 

hotel employees out o f  work . Morever , big hote l  has s trong 

e nough po s i t ion as the boss who can dec ide to sack everyone , 

wh i l e  the employe e , l ike pl ongeur without any power to do 

s o . Hi s  occupat ion is quite frag i le to make rebe l l ion toward 

the po1o1ers - tlrn t -be . 

Bes ides , he works a s  ca fetier in Hotel X .  He works for 

e leven up to fourteen hours a day - - a standard o f  Paris 

plongeur. '1'he only hardship o f  l i f e  was the fearful heat and 

stuffiness of those labyr inthine ce l lars . Of course , this 

condi tion is very contrast with the l arge and wel l  

ized h o t e l s - -where h e  works there . 

organ-

Tlw s ph e re of the ca feteria is a l s o  very contra st with 

the s itua t ion of that hot e l  which brought him and others 

i n t o  IJeurosis . The ca feteria is a murky c e l lar measuring 

twen ty feet , by s even by e ight h igh , and so crowded with 

co ffee-urn� , bread cutters and the l ike that make one could 
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hardly move w i thout banging against s ometh ing , directing 

h im mad o theni into quurre l l s , i n  turn , develop ever

lilst i n g  c o n f l i c t G . I t  i s  lighted by one d iru e lec t r i c  bulb , 

and four or f ive gas - f i res that s ent out a f ierce red 

breath . The t(.'.! lllperature never f e l l  be low 1 1 0  Fahrenhe it-- I t  

n ear ed l J O a t  somet imes o f  the day . 

The work in c a feter le i s  spasmodic . He was never idle , 

the real work only c ume i n  burst o f  two hours at a 

t lme - - c a l l ed up coup de feu .  The f irst coup de feu came at 

e igh t ,  whc� n th e guest upstairs began to wake up and demand 

b reak f a ::; t .  At this t ime a s udden banging and ye l l ing would 

break ou L all through the basement ; the bel l  rang on a l l  

s ides , blue- aproned m e n  rushed through the passages , and the 

wai t e �  on a l l f ive f loors began shouting Ital ian oaths down 

t h e  !; t a f f s . H i s  dut ies and other are making tea , c o f fee , and 

c ho c o l a t e , fetching mea l s  from kitchen , wine from the e e l -

la r ,  and fru i t  from din ing room , s l ic ing breads , making 

t o a u t s , r:o l l ing pats o f  butter , bo i l ing eggs , cooking por-

r i. dge:.; , pond i n g  ice , grunding cof fee - - a l l  the s e  from u 

hu ndred to two hundred cus tomers . Bes ides thes e , he had to 

�;upp ly the s t a f f s  with bread and coffee , and fetch the mea l s  
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for wa iters upstairs . It is comp l icated j ob .  He had to wa l k  

and run about f i fteen mi les during the day and got more 

mental  stra ina than phys ica l one s . 

One h ad to leap and fro between a mult itude o f  j obs . 

li'or examp l e , h e  is  making t oast , when b ang down come service 

l i ft with order for tea , ro l l s  and three d i fferent kinds of  

j am and come another demanding s crambled eggs , c o f fee and 

grape frui t ;  h e  run to the kitchen for the eggs and to din ing 

room for the f ruit , go ing l ike light ing so as to back before 

his toast burns , and having to remember about the tea and 

coffee e tc .  It need a year to make rel i able cafetier . 

G omet imes he is  going a s  though he had only five minutes to 

l ive and he had on ly ten m inute s  for lunch . This indicates 

how busy his  works are . 

When di1 1or t ime comes , the char ging to and fro in the 

narrow pass ages , the c o l l i s ions , the ye l l s , the strugg l ing 

wi t h  cra tes and t rays and block o f  ices , the heat , darkne s s , 

the furious f estering quarre l s . A l l  of thes e  make him t ru ly 

unders tand the working o f  the hot e l - - o rder in a l l  thes e  

chaos . 

The j oys o f  h i s  h o l iday i s  s aturday n i ght , so he j o in s  
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to the b i :.; tro , gett ing drunk , s leep ing in bed t i l l  noon . 

Al though h e  can take a rest a t  moment , he never gct.G rea l  

rest tha L func t ion t o  release the t iredness s ince a fter a 

wh i l e  hio s o u l  i s  heavily disturbed by the wa tchman o f  that 

hote l . Au thor describes this in fol lowing s t atement : 

Got up ! he s a id . Wel l  never mind that , the 

hote l ' s  a man s hort . You ' ve got to work today . 

Why should I wor){? I protested . Thi s  i s  my day o f f . 

Day o f f , noth ing ! The work ' s  got to be done ! ( 6 5 )  

The coutra.G t ing condition between lower class  and upper 

c la s s  is very s t eep . There sat cus t omers in a l l  their sp len

�our - - spot lcos tab les , c l othe s , bowls o f  f lowers , m irror 

n n d  g i lt cornices and pa inted cherub im ; and here - - a p lace 

he makes s e r v iccn to them- -he in di sgust i ng f i lth for it 

really was di sgus ting f ilth . There was no time to sweep the 

f loor t i l l  evening , and he and others s l ithered about in a 

compound o f  soapy water , kettlece leaves , torn paper and 

tramp led food . A dozen of waiters with thei r  coats of show 

their sweat . The room had dirty m ixed sme l l  of food and 

!>Wea t !; . Tho waiter usua l ly wash their faces in the water 

wh ich is uGed to c lean crockery , but the cus tomers s aw 
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noth ing of  this . 

Pl u11gcur , u s lave ' s  s lave is honourl e s s  occupation , h e  

i s  n o t  rcupected , has no rights to protest against inhumane 

concli tion or inj u s t ice treatment that he experiences 

whenever he c a n  be mocked when he makes s ome m istakes . He 

. a l s o  has nu right to let his moustache grow a lthough having 

111ous l a cho is an abs o lute r i ght for every human being . Th is 

conf.>t i L u t e s  oppre:.rn ion of the pl or1geur. Manager s a id : 

H e r e , you , shave that moustache o f f  at onc e ! No111 de 

Di eu, who ever heard o f  plongeur with a moustache? 

( 69 ) 

rrl1e ho te l , a repres entation of the upper c l a s s , app l ies 

caste sys tem in hote l . The sta f f , amount ing to about a 

hundred and ten , had their prestiges graded as accurately a s  

that of s oldiers . The h ighest rank comes t o  patron ( the 

owner of hotel ) ,  who must be s erviced more carefully than 

l :hone of cus tomers , then the next h igher rank comes to the 

manager , who c an s ack anybody , a l l  the discipl ine o f  the 

l 1ote l heav i ly depends on h im , h e  is cons c ientious man , and 

a lways on the look out for s lackness .  Be low the manager come 

to the mai tre d '  h o t el . He didn ' t  s erve at the table , except 
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t o  a lord or someone o f  that kind . He is in pos ition quite a 

parl  f rom the rest o f  the s a t f f , and takes h i s  meal s  in 

privat e  room with s i lver on the table and two apprent ices in 

< ! lean white j ackets to s erve him , then the head cook , che f 

du personne l  who c an s ac k  p longeur and the last , the lowes t  

r a n k  comes to plongeur and cafe.tier . He i s  a c a fetier o f  

very dregs o f  the hote l , desp i s ed and tuto ied by everyone . 

D i fferent j obs are done by different race . Aga in , this i s  

rac i a l  discrim inat ion app l ied by hot e l .  

The m a j or character ' s  l i fe i s  s t i l l  aggravated by 

u i tuat ion i n  his workplace , for example , there are th ieves 

among the s ta f f . He , as a pl o11geur , is o ften cheated by 

doorkeeper by not paying his payment even though he has  

overworked . H i s  payment i s  corrupted by doorkeeper . He 

said , " the doorkeeper never paid this  e ithe r , and s o  made 

away wi th another s eventy - five francs . I  only rea l i s ed during 

my l il u t week that I wa s be ing cheated , and , as  I could prove 

noth .i n g , 0 11 l y  twenty- f ive france s  were re funded" ( 72 ) . 

I n  the wr iter ' s  opinion , the thing that a s toni s h  anyone 

coming f o r  the first t ime into the s ervic e  quarters of the 

hot e l  wou ld be fearful and disorder during the rush hours . 
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It is someth ing so d i f ferent from steady work in a shop or 

factory . Hotel work is not part icularly hard , but i t s  n at ure 

c omes in rushea and can not be econom ized . For examp l e , h e  

c an not gr i l l  steak two hours before i t  i ri  wanted ; he must 

wait unt i l  the last moment , by whi c h  t ime a mas s  o f  other 

works has accumu lated , and then do it a l l  together i n  fran

tic haste . Cons equent ly , in the mea l t ime everyon e  is  do ing 

two men ' s  work , which is impos s ible without n o i s e  and 

quarre l ing . I t  is natural that he and others often deve lop 

con f l i c ts . Mocks , yel l s , quarre l s  are usual ins ight i n  meal 

t ime , the whole sta f f  raged and cur s ed l ike demons . 

What keeps a hot e l  going i s  the fact that the employees 

take genuine pride in their works . For example , the cook 

tloe!;n • I: look upon himsel f  a s  a s ervant but a s  s k i l led work

man . He knows that he a lone makes or obs tructs restaurant 

and i f  he ls f ive m i nutes late everyth ing i s  out o f  gear . He 

desp i s es the who le non-cooking s t a f f s  s ince he is a machine 

of Lhe restaurunt . When he is absent , the others could not 

work we l l ,  even t he restaurant w i l l  be c losed . 

As pl ongeur, h i s  j ob o f fers n o  prospects , needs in

tensely exhu u s t ing , has no skill or intere s t . He has no way 
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of escap i ng f rom tl1 is sorrowful l i fe , idlen e s s  means s tar

vut l on u ince he can not s ave a penny from his wage s , and 

work i n g  from s ixty to hundred hours in a week makes him no 

t i mes to train h ims e l f . I ndeed , the cap i t a l ist wan ts this 

cond ition pers i s tent ly . Pl ongeur i s  a s lave o f  be ing dom i 

n a ted by the upper c l a s s . In Soci ol ogi cal Tbeory, Marcus 

Cato s a id that " a s lave , a s  Marcus Cato s a id i n  h i s  analy-

s i s , should be working when he i s  not s leeping . I t  does not 

matter whether this h i s  work is  needed or n o t , he mus t work , 

because work in i t s e l f  i s  good- - for s lave , at leas t . Thi s  

sent iment s t i l l  s urvive s , and i t  has pi led up mounta ins o f  

useless drudgery " ( 77 )  . 

From descri p t ion o f  the author , the writer be l i eves 

that t h i s  ins t inct to perpetuate use les s work is , at bottom , 

:; imp ly fear of the mob . The mobs are such l ow animal s  that 

they wou ld be dangerous when they h ave leisure ; it is s a fer 

to keep them too busy to think . A r ich man who happens to 

inte l lectua l ly honest , i f  he is ques t ioned about the im

provement o f  working condit ions , usual ly s ays something l ike 

t h i s : " We know that poverty i s  unp le a s ant ; in fact , s ince it 

l s  s o  remote , we rather enj oy harrowing ourse lves wi th the 
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thought of its unpleasantne s s . But don ' t  expect to do any

thing abou t i t . We are s orry for you lower c lasses , j us t  a s  

w e  arc s orry f o r  a cat w i t h  t h e  mange , but w e  w i l l  f ight 

l ike d ev i lu aga inst any improvement of your cond ition . We 

feel tha t  you are much s a fer as you are . The present state 

o f  a f f a i r s  s u its us , and we are not going to take the r i s k  

o f  s et t ing you free , even by a n  extra hour a day . So , dear 

brothers , u ince evidently you must sweat to pay for our 

trips to Italy , sweat and be damned to you "  ( Orwe l l , 1 5 6 ) . 

This i s  particularly the att itude o f  int e l l igent , 

cu lt ivated people ; one CCln read the s ub stance o f  it in a 

hundred e s s ays . Very few cultivated people have l e s s  than , 

say ,  f o u r  h u ndred pounds a yea r , and n atura lly they s ide 

with the rich , because they imagine that any l iberty conced

ed to the poor is a threat to thei r  own l iberty . Foresee ing 

s ome d i sma l Marxian Utop i a  a s  the a lternative , the educated 

man pre fers to keep th ings as they are . Poss ibly he does not 

like his fel low rich very much , but he s upposes that even 

the v u l g a re s t  of them are les s i n im i c a l  to h i s  pleasure , 

more h i s  k ind o f  people , than the poor , and that he had 

b e t t e r  s t and by t h em . It is this fear o f  a supposedly dan-
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gerous mob that makes nearly a l l  int e l l igent peop le cons er

vat ive in their opinionu . 

Fea r  o f  the mob is a supers t it ious fear . I t  is based on 

the idea that there is some mysterious , fundamental d i f 

ference be tween r iuh nn<l p oor , a s  though they were two 

d i f fe rent races , l ike negroes and white men . But in rea l ity 

there i s  no such d i f ference . The mass o f  the r ich and the 

poor are d i f ferent i a t ed by the ir incomes and noth ing e l s e , 

and the average m i l l iona ire i s  only the average diswasher 

( pl ongeur) dres sed in a new suit . Change places , and h andy 

dandy , wh ich i s  the j ustice , which is the thie f ?  Everyone 

who has m ixed on equal terms with the poor knows this very 

wel l .  But t h e  troubl e  is that the inte l l igent , cultivated 

peop l e , the very people who might be expected to have l iber

a l  opinions . For what do the ma j ority o f  the educated people 

know about poverty? To sum up , pl onge ur is a s lave , and 

was ted s l ave , doing stupid a nd largerly unnecess ary work . He 

is kept a t  work , u ltimate ly , because of a vague f e e l ing that 

h e  would be dangerous i f  he had le i sure t ime . And educated 

peop l e , who should be on h i s  s ide , acquiesce in the proces s ,  

because t h ey know nothing about h im and consequently are 
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a f 1· a i d  of h im .  

!w pl ollgeur, 11i.o l i fe i s  without variat ion . His  wage he 

hnd received does not a l low h im to get married . He l ives in 

il  rhythm between work and s leep without t ime to th ink other 

thun food . S leeping i s  so meaningful way of releas ing h i s  

t iredne s s  s ince i t  i s  s o  hard t o  get free day but work and 

work . S leep ing is the most important thing s ince i t  i s  

1 1 curly n o  t ime t o  get r i d  o f  work and t o  s leep s oundly . Even 

when murder occured under his f loor , he can not take care 

about it due t o  his hard t ime . S leeping is more valuable 

than having concern to others ' fate . Working at hote l  taught 

h im in the l ight true va lue of s leep j ust as hungry taught 

h im in account o f  the true value o f  food . 

His  only free day i s  on saturday , s ince in this day he 

enj oys h i s  tempora l j oys . He spends his  sparetime in the 

bistro to release or relax his mental strain having worked 

through the days . There , he drank and danced with the g i r l s , 

spending out his trace money . Thi s  may be a s  h i s  short 

c ompensat ion dis regarding mora l and ethic . Aga in , being 

l inked to the psychol og i c a l  approach , that i s , psychoana lyt 

ic one , it is undert sood that every human be ing has to 
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undergo a repre s s ion in some degrees of what Freud c a l led 

the pl easure pri11cipl e .  I ndeed , to get pleasure , everyone 

mtis t do anything , thus he or she must get repres s ed in any 

degree . For example , to read , underst and a piece of poem , 

and then interpre te its mean ing , one c annot do a l l  those 

activi t j es without learning about l iterature , s ay ,  we learn 

a l it erary work a t  un ivers ity degree . Thi s  means that we 

mus t  go to that univers i ty every morning , do homework in 

l ine with l iterature , make thes i s  and s o  on . Th is needs much 

t imes , energie s , and minds , mean ing that we get any repres 

s ion dur ing study period . However , reading poem i t s e l f  i s  

enj oyab le , namely pleasure for those who are fond o f  reading 

i t . nut note that when that repress ion become exc e s s ive , i t  

may br ing u s  to be i l l . We may s tand to experience repres

s ion as long as we s ee that there is s ometh ing in i t  for us ; 

i f  i t  l s  too much , however , we are l ikely vulnerab l e  t o  i l l  

cal led neuro s is . Therefore , i t  is  s o  frequen t  ones get 

relaxa t i on by go ing t o  night girls ignoring mora l ity , val 

ues , norms s ince they are compelled t o  do s o  without other 

Golut ions as a lternat ive ones , for instance , rel igious 

eon:; i clera t ion . 
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Having tried to have a j ob a lmost f ive days , he is 

uaoept·::d ut .?.uberge de Jehun Cottard . Again , he undergoes 

depress i on and stress because he found inhumane condition in 

his new workplace . For example , a condi t i on behind the k itch

en door is s uitable for p igsty . The k itchen measured f i fteen 

f eet a l ong by e ight broad , and hal f of thi s  space was taken 

up by s toves and t ab l e s . All the pots had to be kept on 

she lves ou t of reach , and there was only one room for one 

dusb i n . Thi s  dusb in u s ed to be c ramp led f u l ly by m idday , and 

the f loor was nolma l ly an inch deep in a compost of crampled 

f ood . The app l iances u s ed in the k itchen were inadequate t o  

cook properly.  For f ir i ng , for instance , he had nothing 

except three gas - stoves , without oven . There was not l arder 

i nstead of half roo fed shed in the yard , with tree growing 

in the m iddle of it . The meats , vegetables and so forth l ay 

there on the bare earth , r aided by rats and cats . 

All these are as result o f  start i ng a restaurant on 

inGu f f i c i ent cnpitfi l but the upper c l a s s  represented by the 

owners of the res taurants or hotel requ ired to build them 

to purnue benefit s without c oncerning i t s  results impos ing 

the l ower c lasses . I n  insu f f icient c ondit ion of those r e s -
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tuurants or ho tel s , be and others are to s erve thirty or 

forty mea l s  a day and may be s erving a hundred customers . He 

had t o  work f rom G even in the morning t i l l  h a l f  pas t twelve 

the next morning , s eventeen and ha l f  hours , a lmost without 

break . He bud no t ime to s i t down t i ll f ive in the a fter

noon . Because t h e  space wao so narrow and ful l  o f  dirt , 

devices , there was no s ea t  for him except a top o f  the 

dusbin . He rema in� to work at hot e l  s ince he is uns k i l l ed 

l abour . Working means h i s  surviva l , otherwis e , he may die 

f rom starvat ion . It i s  true that he becomes a vict im o f  the 

upper c l as s . 

Ilis n u f ferings never end a s  l ong a s  he s t i ll works a t  

t he hotel . For example , on the zenith of crowd , he becomes 

a game , j us t  l ike ping-pong o f  the cook and p a tron . When he 

began washing the plates , the cook would take him away from 

plates to begin skinn ing on i on s , and when he had begun on 

on i on s , the patron would s end him out to buy cabbages , when 

1 10 c a me back with cabbage s , the patron ' s  w i f e  wou ld t e l l  h im 

to go to s ome shops half a m i l e  away and buy a pot o f  rouge 

and �oon . However , the patron , the owner of the hote l , does 

not feel g11 l l ty ,  rather proudly to see pl ongeur, powerless  
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race , as  his  vic t im , as if he is the innocent . Furthermore , 

a lthough ho has done these wel l , h i s  compens ation is not 

1noney or other va luab le goods , but a glass of brandy . Be

o l tlefi , he q u ite o f t en get5 moc k , d i sdain , crue lty of the 

cook , ilnd u ltimate ly h i s  humane feel ing is damaged . He 

h im s e l f  w it ne s s e !> this i n  his workp lace as be low 

" Unspeakabl e  idiot ! How many t ime have I told you 

not to b leed beetroot ? Quick , let me get to the 

s i nk !  Put those knoves away ; get on with the po

tatoes . What have you done with my s tra iner? Oh , 

leave those potatoes a l one . Didn ' t  I t e l l  you to 

s ldm boui l l on? Take that can of water off the 

stove . Never mind the washing up , chop this celery . 

No , not l ike that , you fool , l ike this . There ! Look 

at you letting those peas bo i l  over ! Now get to 

work and s c a le these herrings . Look , dou you c a l l  

this plate c lean? Wipe it o n  your apron . Put that 

sa lad on the f loor . Tha t ' s  right , put it where I 

am bound to s t ep in it ! Look out , that pot ' s  bo i l 

ing over ! Get m e  down that s aucepan . No , the other 

one . Put this on the gri l l . Throw those potatoes 
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away . Don ' t  waste t im e , throw them on the f loor . 

Tread them in . Now throw down some s awdus t ;  this 

f loor ' s  l ike a s kat ing-r ink . Look , you foo l , that 

steak ' s  burning ! 1'1011 Di e u ,  why did they n end me an 

idiot for a pl o11geur? Who are you ta lking to? Do 

you real ise that my aunt was a Rus s i an counte s s ? "  

c tc , ect . ( 1 0 9 - 1 1 0 )  

However , at last , he c an ' t  bear working 

for s eventeen hours in a day pers istent ly . He tries to get 

escaped from this condit ion . He wants to obt a in more t imes 

for s leeping , personal s t i l lnes s , a lthough he does not h ave 

any money . He begins to have des i res of enj oying h i s  l i f e , 

a t  least , he could s leep f ive hours within a day not as 

though f ive minutes before . He writes a letter to a friend 

of him , named B ,  in London a s king for him i f  he could get 

h im a j ob o f  some sort - -anything , a s  long a s  it a l lows more 

than f ive hours s leep . Thi s  may be as his u l t imate so lution 

o f  h i s  int erna l conf l icts . 

He dcwsn ' t  take care even though people regard working 

.r. eventeen hours in a day is so common u.nd they take it for 

granted . After only a week he is neurasthemic with fat igue . 
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He c an ' t  bear hear ing s torms of abuse every few minutes , 

that i s , in h i s  deep soul , d i sturbing h i s  m ind very much , 

h i s  d igrd ty aa honour human being . Every minutes he i s  

overshadowed by mockery , scorns resu lting f rom his s urround

ing be fore his leav i ng to London . 

Get me down that s aucepan , idiot ! and he would 

answer , Get it do.wn yours e l f , you o ld whore • ( 113) 

Foo l  ! Why do you wash that plate? Wipe it on your 

t roua er . Who c a r e s  about the customers ? They don ' t  

know what ' s  go ing on what i s  restaurant work? You 

are carving u chicken and it f a l l s  on the 

f loor . . •  ( 1 1 5) 

His friend , B ,  rep l ied h i s  letter and provided him a 

cert a in j ob .  He dreams o f  gett ing t imes for ten hour s leep . 

H i s  l eaving makes patron m i s s es h im s o  much . After thi s , the 

pl or1geur ' s  work had been cut down to f i fteen hours a day . 

·rh i s  may be as a fruit o f  h i s  protest by l eaving h i s  pos i 

t i on as pl ongeur, then h e  departs to London . Below that no 

one could have cut i t . Thi s  may be as h i s  great e f forts in 

so far even i f  only two hours of work hours having been cut . 

Last note , on h i s  leaving to his  homeland , London , the 
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proprietor of hote l  has counted bene f its , in fac t , he obta ins 

greil L advan tage s . Iron ic a l ly ,  people can s ay ,  under f i lth , 

d i r t , v e ry bad condit ion for humane s en s e s , the hotel c a l led 

A 11becgo de Jelurn Co t tard has succeeded materia l ly dis regard

ing huma n r i g h t s  to en j oy proper l i fe , s uch as pl ongeur ' s  

l i f e . 

III . 1 . 2  The Ma j or Character as Tramp In Engl and 

He is so pleased to be gett ing home a fter be ing hard-up 

for severa l  months in s l um areas i n  Paris . Initia l ly ,  

Eng l und seemed t o  h im a s ort o f  parad i s e . He s aid " I  was s o  

pleased to be ge tt ing home , a fter being hard up for months 

in a foreign c ity ,  that Engl and s eemed to me a sort of 

Paradi s e " ( 1 2 7 ) . 

H i s  dream o f  gett ing proper l i fe in London s eems j u s t  

dre am without rea l ity . Like i n  Par is h e  experiences starva 

tio11 nearly in a l l  h i s  days , he s o ld h i s  c lothes in a s hop 

of Lambeth , but again he found bad treatments , mocks , scorn 

and sort the l ike . 

Neverth e l e s s , h i s  dreaming on gett ing f ive hour s leep 

did f a i l , he could not s le ep we l l , a s  he wi shed a fter l eaving 
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f or Paris . He became a tramp and he a lways s lept in a k ip , 

a ap i t u l is t - owned p lace for s leeping o f  the home lessrnen . 

A lthough cond it ion o f  the k ip was not a s  bad as that o f  the 

restaurant in Par i s  hote l , but its e s s ence w a s  j u s t  the 

s ame , that 1 5 , inhumane condition . It was l ighted sta ircase 

t o  a bedroom . It has a sweetish reek o f  paregoric and foul 

l inen , the window s eemed to be t ight shut , and the a i r  was 

a lmost s u ffocat ing at firts . There was a c and le burn ing and 

the ro om meas ured f ifteen square by e ight height , and had 

e ight beds in it . There were already s ix lodger on the bed , 

queer lumpy shapes with a l l  the i r  own c l othes , the ir boots , 

p i led on top o f  them that makes him feel  very disgust ing . 

Everyone o f  them were coughing in a loathsome manner in one 

corne r .  

Thi s  is s t i l l  wors ened b y  condition o f  the spike o r  

casual ward For examp le , the p i l low was a s  hard a s  a 

board , i t  was hard cyl inder l ike a block o f  wood . I t  was 

rather wor s e  than s leeping on the t ab le , and the rnatre s s  was 

c onvex , s o  he had to hold on t o  avoid f a l l ing out . The sheet 

ntank so h orribly o f  sweat that he couldn ' t  bear them near 

his nose . The noi � es so o ften recurred throughout the n ight . 
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About once in an hour the man of h i s  left- - s a i lor wake up 

und l ighted a c igarette . Another man , a victim of bladder 

disease , go t up and nois i ly used h i s  chamber-pot ha l f  dozen 

t imes during the n ight . The man in the c orner had coughing 

in every twenty m inutes . That man was very o ld ,  with a grey , 

s unkeu face l iJce that o f  a corps e , and he was wearing h i s  

trouBer wrapped round h i s  head a s  a n ightcup , a thing that 

for s ome reas o11s dis gusted him very much . Through the night , 

he could s l eep for an hour . 

He , then , moved to lodging hous e  in Penny f i e ld . I t s  

room had accornodat ion for f if ty or hundred men . I t s  k itchen 

was a l ow cci l ed-ce l lar , deep-underground , very hot and 

drawsy with coke fume s , and l igthed only by f ires . All days 

he loafed in the s treet ; east as far as wapp ing , west as far 

as wh ite chape l . It was queer a fter Pari s , everything was s o  

much c l eaner , qu iter and drear ier than tha t  o f  Paris . There 

were l os s  drunkness , l e s s  dirt , l e s s  quarre l l ing , but more 

idl ing owing to he has nothing to do . There was quarr e l l ing 

between the o ld man and s tevedore because that o l d  man l o s t  

h i s bread and margar ine . Aga i n , f o o d  bus iness bec omes most 

important thing within the poor ' li f e . Food bus ines s cause 
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inhabitants of that lodging hous e  to quarrel each other , 

depress ing much the maj or character ' s  l i fe . 

He must l ive in the spike , not in t h e  s treet l ike 

beggars in other countries o f  that t ime . I t  was againts the 

law t o  enter the sp ike with more than e i ght pences , and any 

G ome l e s s  than this one was supposed to hand over at the 

yate . nut as a rule , as a tramp , he pre f erred t o  smugg le 

t he ir money in , tying it t i ght in a piece of cloth s o  that 

i t  wi l l  not c l ink • Genera l ly he put i t  i n  the bag of tea 

il nd s uyar that every tramp carried . 

After regis tering at the o f f ice , he was led i nto the 

fipike by an o ff icial known as Tramp Major who treated h im 

l ike a ca tt le . The spike condi tion , i t  cons i st ed o f  a 

bathroom and lavatory and a long doubl e  row o f  s tone c e l ls , 

perharps a hundred cells in all , it was bare , glooming pla c e  

of stone and wh ite wash , unw i l l ingly c lean , with sme l l  o f  

s o f t  s oap , j eyes ' f luid and latrine . 

A s cene in the bathroom was extraordinary repu l s ive . 

About fi f ty dirty , s tark-naked men e lbowing each other in a 

room twenty fe et s quare , with only two bath-tubs and two 

s l imy roller towe ls between them a l l .  The i r  feet were very 
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d irty . A h a l f  o f  them bathed and another wa s hed the ir faces 

and feet . The water was insuffici ent f or them a l l . So many 

men had to bathe in water where others had washed the ir 

feet . When h is t urn c ame for bath , he a sked i f  he might 

s w i l l  out the t ub , which was s treaked with dirt , before 

us ing i t . But the porter answered , " Shut yer £ - - mouth and get 

on yer bath ! That set the s o c i a l  tone o f  the p lace , and I 

did n o t  speak a ga i n "  ( 1 4 6 ) . Thi s  g ives v i ews to the writer 

that he i s  real ly powerl e s s  man to improve his  condit ion . 

Even he cannot a fford to protest aga inst porter a s  well even 

though he is r ight . Cons equent ly , he is o ften confrontated 

with porter , and b u l l i ed frequen t ly , meaning soc iological 

conf l icts . I n  add i ti on , his  r ight to smoke i s  conf ined . He 

i s  quite forbidden to smoke , i f  he does , he must be out o f  

t h e  spike whi le h e  i s  n o t  a l l owed to s leep freely in the 

streets . When he is found to s leep in the s tree t , he wou l d  

b e  sentenced into a j a i l  s ince i t  i s  aga ins t t h e  laws to 

s leep i n  the s treet in London . Author s ays this a s  gover

nment ' s  lnte �vent i on . In fact , i t  i s  another trick o f  gov

ernment and upper c la s s  t o  contr o l  them in order not to make 

instable condit ion . At h i s  u l timate attempt , leading to 
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be ing able to smoke in the spike , he has to smuggle the 

tobbaco in h i s  angkle boot . 

He s lept on the f loor , no beds in the spike . He rol led 

up h i s  coats and used them as a mat for s leeping . '  He and 

others layed a foot apar t , breathi ng into one another ' s  

face , with h is naked l imbs constantly t ouching , and rol l ing 

aga inst one another whenever he felt as l e ep . He could s leep ,  

but not for more than ten m inutes on end . Bes ides , he f e lt 

being very teased h i s  fri end who tried making s exua l  attempt 

to him . Of cours e ,  it was imposs ib l e  for h im to go s leeping 

ugain . The most dis turb ing f or h im was homos exua l deeds in 

0very m idnight , a nusty and very di sgusting experi ence . 

A lmost everyn ight he was naked s h ivering and i l l  because o f  

under-nouris hed . 

His meal t icket was brought t o  a coffee - shop . The shop 

usua l ly cheated the tramp o f  two pences of each ticket , 

having t ickets instead o f  money , he could not protes t  or go 

to e l s ewhere . This i s  also a cunning trick of the government 

and upper class  to control him and others . 

U l t imately , t ramps are cut from women because there are 

very f ew women at the ir level of society . It i s  abvious what 
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the res ult of this must be : homosexual ity , for instance , 

and occa s iona l  rape cases . nut deeper thnn these , there i s  

the degrada tion worked i n  a m a n  who knows that h e  i s  not 

even cons idered f i t  for marriage . The s exua l  impulse , not  

put i t  any h igher , i s  a fundamenta l  impu l s e , and starvat ion 

of it c an be almost as demora l i s ing as phys i ca l  hunger . The 

evi l  o f  poverty , that the ma j or character undergoes , is not 

oo much that it makes a man s uf fers as that it rots h im 

physica l ly and spiritu al ly .  And there can be no doubt that 

s exua l . s tarvat ion contributes to this rott ing process . Cut 

off from the who le race of women , a tramp . feels h im s e l f  

degraded to the rank o f  a cripple or a lunat i c . N o  hum i l ita

t i on could do more damage to a man ' s  s e l f -respect . 

III . 2  Analysi s  o f  The Con f l icts Among The Lower and The 

Upper Classes Rcf lected Within Down and Out in Paris  

and London 

After ana lyz ing this work comprehens ively , the wr iter 

found tha t the con f l i ct s  among the pl ongeur, ca fe t i er and 

tramp , who are represented by the m a j or character in this 

�t ucty , antl the proprietor of the hote l s , restaurants truly 
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ref lect confl icts among the lower and the upper c lasses . 

Thi s  a l s o  ind i cates con f l icts between labor and capital i s t , 

in the form o f  superordination and subordination . 

According to Carl Marx , an exi s tence o f  the s o ciety i s  

a result o f  contractual agreement made by individua l s  i n  

l ine wi th the best way o f  purs u ing respectiv e  interests . 

Another doctrin s t ated that the prosperity o f  the s o ciety 

w i l l  be guaranteed success ful ly by letting i ndividua l s  to 

purliue the ir intere sts fre e ly as pos s ible . Thi s  approach , 

cal led l a i ssez -faire , i s  devel oped and recogni zed a s  s igni f 

icant improvement for the human being independent .  

Dy virtue o f  dialectical phi l osophy o f  Hege l , Carl Marx 

makes conc lus ion from h i s  study on l a i ssez -faire cap ital

i s t . He is  dis content with the mos t  influential  individual s  

again st the poor and free trade systems in coping with the 

social l inkages . He sees that these great influences res ult 

in human being as 
"
commodious goods in a m arket , whose ener-

gies are negot iable a s  virtual commodities disregarding 

humane s ense invo lved in thos e  processe s . As a resu lt , human 

being feels be ing a l i enated from h i s  c omrade and from h i s  

dign i ty .  A l ienat ion a l s o  result from an absence o f  individu-
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a l  control towards h i s  resource fu l  activities and products 

that he hu!i produced . The work i s  undertalten as a comm itment 

for s urviva l only and not as veh i c le s  to deve lop and expre s s  

h i s  competenc ies in the s ake o f  the improved l i fe . Individu

als fee l s  hope l e s s  to develop their abi l i t i e s  s ince they 

have no acce s s  to do s o , they are never g iven chances to 

change the i r  dest in i es . They are a lways engaged in very busy 

works . 

S im i l iar ly , the lost o f  control over product ive act ivi

ties  means that they can not use the products that they have 

produced to meet their needs them s e lve s , a lthough thei r  

products repres ent their l ive-energie s . Otherwi se , the 

labors produce commodi t i es to be exchanged within market 

systems . As result , they are con frontated with products and 

the i r  energies in an a l i enated form , as obj ects i n  external 

markets in which they can not c ontro l  them . In short , the 

l abors in cap i ta l i s t  system are indoctrinated to undertake a 

j ob which do not allow them to develop the ir persona lity as 

normal human be ing , degenerate the i r  s e l f - regards , in which 

they can not obtain pro f it s  at a l l . 

I n  Sociol ogi ca l  Theory, Mark dec lares that the laws in 
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account o f  supp lys and demands within economy impers ona l ly 

s l ac ken wages and s alaries into extent where the l abors 

merely can survive by working w ith work - hours as musch as 

pos o ibl e . Thi s  is because the capita l ists have economical  

intere s t s  in perpetua ting the costs of product ion as low as  

pos s ible , the wages that they g ive , w i l l  be  rather h igh 

s imply to attract the l abors for trading the ir energies . 

Nevertheless , the l abors nearly have no other choices s ince 

they do not have means o f  product ion ; thus , the only thing 

that they can do is to provide thei r  energies with insu f  f i 

c ient wages ( Johnson , 1 9 8 1  : 2 6 2 ) . 

S i nce the s upply for labors exceed demand o f  the cap i 

t a l i s t  for their services , then the law o f  s upply and demand 

in economy a f f irm that the wages remained to be low a s  

)Jos sible . The l inkages between l abor and employer or c ap i -

tali  st take a form economically , ignoring humane sens es . 

Fina l ly ,  the labors become a comodity , whose the ir duties 

determined by capital is t  to reach the advantages a s  much as 

pos s ib le and by product ive machinery . The labors served 

machines than otherwi s e ;  in wider s ens e , the l abors served 

the capit a l i s t . 
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Un for tunately , there are no valid e f forts to improve 

the labors ' l ives , instead c ap it a l i s t s  argued that s ince 

they have means o f  product ion , they are ent ittled to cont r o l  

t h e  products t h a t  the l abors have produced . T o  s o lve these 

matters of exp lo i tat ion and griefs o f  the work ing c l a s s e s , 

j t  is not s imply to increase thei r  wages . The increment o f  

wage s m ight reduce the i r  burdens mater i a l ly ,  but w i l l  not 

overcome the cons equences of l abor divis ions and personal 

propr ietors h ip a l ienate ly . Essent i a l ly ,  the labors wou ld be 

as commodity , without any opportunity to develop their 

ind ividua l i t i es , abi l ities ns human being . 

The writer argues tha t re lationships ment i oned above 

n l so demon s trate two contradictory forces , that i s , superor

dination and subordinat ion . Subordinat ion , that the l abors 

undergo , depress  and disregard independence of the s ubordi 

nates . For them , getting independence appeared t o  have 

c l aimed t l 1 0  absence of d i s cr imina t i on between superordinat 

and subordinat . There fore , the social  movements which repre

o ent the subordinate ' s  s truggle to achieve independence a l s o · 

rneanu endeavor to reach equal ity . For the s ubordinate , 

freedom is i n tended to h ave priv i leges that the superordinat 
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belong to , but these privi leges inc luding to have domina

L ion . Thus , virtua l purposes o f  the reform movement or 

revo l ut ion a re not t o  a l l eviate forms o f  the s uperord ination 

il nd n ubord i n a t ion , but to a l low the subordinat to attain 

s uperorclinate ' s  pos it ion . The experiences indicated that , in 

fact , a success o f  the revolutionary movement i s  not a ccom 

panied b y  equa l ity , but b y  replacement o f  a number of pow 

ers - tllcl t -be . I n  the c a s e  o f  the writer ' s  thes i s , the m a j or 

c haracter r1.�pres ents one who is s ubordinated by the owners 

o E  hotels , reu taurantr; , represent ing upper c la o s  or c apital 

i s t . He , who represent lower c la s s , i s  rea l ly powerless  

n ince his l i fe i s  engaged in very busy works s o  he  and 

o thers have no chances to deve lop the ir potenc ies . The 

a ct ivities that he can do are ones that do not threat the 

upper c la s s es ' prosperity . 

I t  ha s been stated that demands o f  the groups to be 

f ree from s tate ' s  domination , actual ly it suggests that 

g �oup are able to cont ro l their members by themselves . I n  

short , t he virtual purpos e  o f  the group who demand indepen

dence was not to get freedom for individual , but freedom for 

group to dominate the ir members .  But the government o ften 
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intervened their such purposes , s ince the fredom of the 

group to dominate their members meaning a threat for the 

gove rnment . In l ine with this analys is , for example , tramps 

represented by the major character , are always contro l led by 

governmen t in order not to form powerful group or even 

organ izat ion . The government always cons tra ints the tramps ' 

activit ies . There are tremendous fears for government i f  

they are free t o  d o  their activit ies . For this reason in 

l ine with the thesis , government contro l s  them into govern

ment -owned lodg ing houses or gives them mealtickets s ince a 

freedom f or them means a threat for government . 

D i s s im i larities amongs human be ings should be accepted 

a s  natura l  t h ing and could not be e l uded , therefore abs o l ute 

equa l ity among peop le are not rea listic purpose . Further

more , exi s tence of the soci ety needs a pattern of s uperordi

nation a nd s ubordina tion . But it  should be noted that s uc h  

s o c i a l  pattern should be estab l i shed i n  such a way s o  the 

u ubo �dlnatc do not feel be ing oppres s ed . The pattern o f  

superordinat ion should be made t o  prevent the s ubordinate 

from in ferior s enses . However , pos ition s  s uch as s uperord i -

nat ion and subordinat ion must exist as techn ical requirement 
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or as organi�at iona l one to achieve c erta in purposes . So 

f ormn of superordinat ion and s ubordinat i on are useful f or 

organiz ing soc i ety better s ince both are mutual relation

s l1 ips . Both pos it ions need each othe r . I n  the sense that , i n  

o n e  f i e ld ,  o n e  must be at pos it ion as s uperordinate and , in 

another f i e l d ,  as s ubordinate . I n  a c ertain organization , 

f or i nstanc e , one mus t be as genera l manager , manager , 

11 s s i s tance manager , one must be as c lerk , c leaning s e rvice 

etc . 

A lthough con f l i cts occur natural ly and can no t b e  

abs t a ined in our social  l ives but , a t  least , con f l icts could 

be reduced . It i s  frequent that our l ives re flect rhythm o f  

• ·nmpromise , con f lic t , companionship and host i l ity . The 

motives to terminate con f licts may happen becau s e  due to 

t irednes s ,  or des ir e s  to a l locate energy to do anything e l s e  

that i s  more use ful . Return t o  m y  ana lys i s  o f  this work , for 

oxamp l e , the ma jor character l e ave for Pari s , where he 

c o l lapse to get improved l i f e , to Londo n , namely his home

l and . Thi s  is because he can not bear to face and experience 

oppres s i on :; and pressures o f  the upper c la s s . I t  is pos s ib l e  

that u t  t h e  begi nning he may dre am o f  getting better l if e  by 
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a l locat ing h i s  energy t o  another promis ing j ob ,  a t  least not 

to pl ongcur , ca fe ti er l ike when he l ives in Paris . Even 

though , eventual ly ,  he fails  to improve his l i fe in London 

owing to h l u  hope lessnes s .  Nevertheles s , he doesn ' t  feel 

being clefc ntecl s ince the triumph o f  one party doe.rm ' t a lways 

mean ruin o f  another party . He had proved it to s t ruggle and 

ntrugglc a lthouqh it is too d i f f icult to escape from remors e  

res u l t ing from oppres s ion o f  the upper c la s s . 

I t  appears tha t solution o f  con f l i c t s  between l ower and 

upper c l as ses wi l l  be c ha l lenging to be undertaken . The 

writer f inds that confl ictts wi l l  be always happening amidst 

work ing c la s s  soc iety . From the author ' s  des c r ipt ion in b i s  

nove l ent itt led Down and Out in Paris and London , h e  can 

grasp that to a l leviate poverty that genuinely result in 

con f l icts umong lower and upper c l a s s es in capita l ist-ruled 

society i n  s ocia l i sm .  It i s  Orwe l l ' s  experiences among the 

poor and outcast in Paris and London that makes him aware o f  

the need for that radical change which i nvolves not only a 

more equ i tab l e  distribut ion o f  wea lth , but a l s o  a s i ncere 

concern for the we lfare of the impover ished people . Orwe l l  

give wonderful atatemcnt below : 
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I f  one j udges capitalism by wha t  it h a s  actua l ly 

achieved- -the horrors o f  the Industrial Revo lut ion , 

the destruction o f  one culture a fter another , the 

p i l l ing-up of m i l l ions of human be ing in h ideous 

uut -heap of c i t ie s , and above a l l , the ens l avement 

o f  the coloured races - - it is d i f f icult to feel that 

i11 i t s e l f  it is s uperior to feudal ism ( 7 9 ) . 

From t h i s  sta t ement , the writer can grasp that the author , 

George Orwe l l , actua l ly c ampaigns social ism or c la s s l e s s  

soc i e ty to improve wel f ares o f  t h e  poor . Indeed , it i s  very 

diff icult to do in our t ime recently . 
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