
Appendix I 

S Y N 0 P S I S 

At the begin11 ing , the ma j or character repres ented by 

" I "  exper ienced starva t i on in h i s  own h omeland , that i s , 

London . Then , for the salrn of h i s  s urviva l and gett ing 

improved l i fe , he moved to P u r l s . Overthere , he l ived in 

Rue Du Coq D ' Or ,  a s lum area . I t  was a very narrow 

s tre e t - - a  ravine o f  t a l l  l eprous hous es , lurch i ng towards 

one ano l h c r  in queer attitudes a i; though t hey had a l l been 

frozen in tho act of c o l lapse . Al l the houues were hot e l s  

and packed to the t i les wi th l ofgers , mos t ly Poles and 

Arabs , and I t il l iana . He l ived and worked at a hotel c a l l ed 

the Hote l. dcB Tro i s  Mo ineaux . I t  was a da rk , rickety 

warren o f  f ivo storeys , cut up by wooden part itions into 

forty rooms . The wa l l  were as thin a s  matchwood , and to 

h ide the cracks , they had been covered with layer after 

layer o f  pi nk paper , which had come loose and hous ed 

innumera� l e  bugs . Near the c e i l ing l ong l ines of bugs 

marched a l l  days l ike co lumn of s o ld i ers . 
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He . l ived t ogether wi th cobb lers , biicklayers ,  stone-

masons , navv i e s , o tudents , pros t itute s , and rng-pickers . 

Day a f ter day , he went and down Paris to look for a j ob to 

mee t h i s  da .i. ly
. 

needs . For the poor , l i ke h im ,  the f ood was 

so i mportan t. bus iness to br ing h im into a l i fe . For these 

purpmrns , h<� had to work for fourteen up to s eventeen 

hou r s  in a day at r e s taurant , cafeteria in Par i s  hote l . At 

a hot e l  cal led Auberge de J ehan Cottard , he was accepted 

a i; a c 11  fe t i er ,  pl o11geur or a d i swasher , n ume ly the lowe st 

rank o f  hotel staff . However , h i s  wages never a l low him t o  

l ive proper ly , c u t  h im from dea l ing with a woman , meaning 

marriage . It was qu ite o ften that he s u f f ered from starva

t ion , without food about two or f ive days . Being survival 

wi thin hard and harsh atmosphere , he was aware that he had 

to function h i s  poor mind due to lack o f  nutr it ious food 

to g e t  rid from thi o  starvation for a whi le disregard ing 

m o r a l  or norm . He began to apply his cunn ing trick to 

smug l l e  rye bread i n  Luxemburg Garden s ince he cons idered 

that only adequ a t e  f ood could r i s e  people to do anyth ing . 

It was a l s o  f requent that h e  s ee k  to get e s c aped from h i s  

patron ' s  attent ion in order not t o  pay h i s  rent bec ause o f  
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h i s  hard-up condi tion . 

I n  h i s  u l t imate at t empts to s t rugg l e  il nd i mprove l1 l s  

fa t e , he was very c ompe l led t o  pawn o r  s e l l  h i s  c lothes in 

the Secondh and shop of Par i s . Thi s  condi t i on wus s t i l l 

aggravated by the c ondu c t s  and behaviours of the shopman 

who behaved in inhumane s en s e s . In short , he never enj oyed 

h i s  l i fe happ i ly in both h i s  workplace and restplace . For 

example , i n  h i s  workp lac e ; that i s , hote l , he was con f ron-

tated by the patron or manager or other higher s t a f f  who 

often treat h im l ike anima l .  His dign it iy was desp ised a nd 

hum i l iated i nto the lowe s t  extent a s  norm a l  h uman being . 

H i s  rights were deprived . As human , he could not make 

pro t e s t  aga ins t those that he cons idered robbed h i s  

righ t s . Even he couldn ' t  l e t  his mous tache grow 

even though , as a l l  we ' ve known , having moustache was 

absolut e  r ight be longed to every human be ing . In fuct , a s  

a pl ongeur , h i s  l ife was framed t o  work and work without 

any improvement . His l i fe was attached to a rhythm between 

work and s leep without variat ion . He could not t hink to 

milkc improvemen t excep t food . Indeed , he wa s powe r l e s s  man 

unde r dom inat i on o f  upper c la s s  or capita l i st represented 
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by the propr ietor o f  hote l .  

Deing aware that i t  was unl ikely to improve h i s  l i f e  

i n  P a r i s , he , then , went back t o  h i s  f atherland , London . 

Al though , at the beginn ing , a fter arriving within his  

"peaceful " home , he felt  that London was parad i s e  c ompared 

to " he l l "  Pari s , he f ina l ly fai led to get improved l i fe a s  

we l l . In London , he was faced w i t h  t ight r u l e s  o f  the 

government . For example , a s  a tramp or home l e s s  man , he 

had to l ive and s leep in government- owned sp ike with t ight 

rules . He could not s leep in the s treets l i ke homeless man 

ln othe r countries at that t ime . It was qu ite forbidden to 

s leep in the streets by the rea s on it could lead i l lnes s 

o f  exposed t o  n ight a ir . But , in f act , i t  was a way o f  

government to control him and others i n  order not t o  make 

any chao s . 
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AUTHOR AND HIS WORKS 

George Orwe ll was born in 190 3 , in Br i t i sh India . He 

was brought to Eng land 1 907 and was educated at private 

preparatory schoo l and at Eton . On leaving s choo l he 

j o ined the Imperi a l  Indian Pol ice and , after serving for 

f ive years in Burma , res igned in 1928 . He then made his  

f i srt attempt to explore the l i fe o f  Eng l i s h  poor , and 

a l s o  worknd a s  a di swasher in Paris . These exper i ences 

forme d  the subj ect of his f i rs t book , Down and Ou t i n  

Parir; and r�ondon ( 1 9 3 3 ) , for which he chose the p s eudonym 

Georg e  Orwe l l . 

/\ 1 1  Orwe l l ' s  book�; are autob i ogruph i c a l  ancl .r;pr ing 

f rom his  psycholog i c a l  need to work out the pattern and 

mean ing of his personal experience ; h i s  great triumph i s  

h i s  ab i l ity t o  trans form early gu i l t and awareness of what 

i t  means to be a vict im , de s cr ibed in ' Such , S uch Were the 

J oy s ' ,  in to u compa s s ion ate ethic of respons ib i l ity , a 

compu l s ive shariny 'in the s u f fering and degradation o f  

o thers . '11he ana lys is o f  Burmese Days and Sh o ting a11 El e 

plw11 t shows how Orwe l l  expe ri enced and then t r ied to 

u nde rr; tand t h e  eo l e  o f  the oppre s sor . '11he gu i 1 t ilbout h i s  
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impe r i a l istic role , experienced in both the s e  works , 

suggests h i s  s im i l iarity t o  French writer l ike Malraux and 

Batre , who s aw themse lves ' respon s ible in the face o f  

l 1istory ' f o r  moral awarene s s  and s o c i a l  j us t ice , and who s e  

ethic o f  respon s ib i l ity goes beyond the traditiona l c l a ims 

for artistic integr ity and personal commitment , and both 

l imits and l iberates the ir artis t ic powers . 

I n  h i s o s s ey on Yeats , Orwe l l  notes that the bes t  

writer o f  our t ime- -Ye a t s , E l l iot , Pound and Joyce - -have 

�een reac t i onary in t endency , and he de l iberately opposed 

this tradi t ion and tr ied to awaken pub l ic op inion during 

the years o f  Fas c i s t  aggress ion . Like Solzhen i tsyn , Orwe l l  

was the consc ience o f  h i s  age , and h i s  whole l i f e  was a 

!> tru�rnle against barbari sm and for what he c a l led ' Com

parat ive decency ' : a s an e , c lean , friendly world , wihtout 

fear , and without inj ust i c e . But on the rare occas ion when 

he po rtrays t h i s  decent wor ld- -George bow l i ng ' s  chi lhood 

i. n Com in_g. Up For A i r , and Anima l Furm j us t  a fter revo l u 

t i on- - i t  i s . inev itably destroyed b y  corrupt ion , brut a l ity 

�md war . 

Orwe l l  opened hims e l f  to the s u f fering o f  others and 

felt it was this voca t ion to warn men about the future . 

Despite Orwe 1 1 • s  radi c a l  pes s im i sm , E . M . Forster writes 
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tha t h e  ' Lr i ecl t o  ame l iorate a world which is  bound to be 

unhnppy . A t rue l ibera l , he hoped to help through sma l l  

t h i ngs . Through h i s  mora l comm itment and exemp l ary hone s 

ty , Orwel l  wan t ed to draw a t t en t i on to man ' s  los t s oul and 

attempt to restore it . 

Orwe l l ' s  mind has a unique ly curiou s , l ively , round 

and m l s s c e l l aneous qua l ity and , in i t s  lack of forma l 

training , s eems to resembl e  his own descrip t i on o f  Charles 

Reade : ' a  man o f  what one m ight c a l l  penny- encyc l opaed i c  

learn ing . He pos s e s s ed v a s t  s tocks o f  d i s connec t ed infor

mation with a l ive ly narrat ive g i ft ' ( I I . 34 ) . And Orwe l l ' s  

comment on Bertrand Rus s e l  i s  a l s o  s e l f - re f lective : ' He has  

rather an ec lectic mind , he is  c apable o f  s aying shal low 

thi1 19i; und pro foundly interest ing things in alterbate 

s entences . . .  Bu t he has an e s sent i a l ly decent intel lect , a 

k ind o f  i n te l lectual chiva lry wh ich is  f a r  rarer thatn 

mere c l evernes s ' ( I . 376 ) . Orwe l l  was harsh but f a ir with 

his inte l lectual opponents , and when he rea l i zed ho had 

bee11 unj us t  h e  was chiva lrous enough to apo logize pub l i c 

ly . In ' Ins ide tho Wha l e ' ,  f o r  example , h e  wro te that s ome 

yearn previous ly , in The Road to Wigan P ier , ' I  descr ibed 

Auden as " a  s o r t  of Gutless  K i p l ing" . As c r i t i c ism t h i s  

w a s  quite unworthy , indeed i t  w a s  mere ly a spit e f u l !  
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renw rJt ' ( I . 5 5 1) . 

Orwe l l ' s  f inest character i s t ic s  are a Conc radian con-

c e i:-n with the i s o lat ion in which human being live and with 

th e .Lr in t e n s e  l ong i n g  for compa s s i on <Jnd u o l idar ity ; a 

generous i ty o f  spirit that extends to enemy prisoners , 

French c o l laborators and Fas c i s t  war c r imina l s ; i nt e l lec

tua l  hone s ty ;  c lear and ba lanced j udgment ;  and the c ourage 

to speak out against any mean or c owardly attitude s , and 

to de fend dangerous and unpopu lar views . As he s ays , ' To 

wri te in plain , vigorous language one has to think fear

l e s u ly , and if one thinks fearles s ly one c annot be pol i t i -

c n l ly orthodox ' ( IV . 66 ) . Though Orwe l l  was a s o c i al i s t , h e  

never adhered to a party l ine a n d  a lways c r i t ized t h e  Le f t  

a s  f reely u s  he d i d  the Right . lie combined commi tmen t with 

righteousne s s , and his  po l i t i c a l  motive wa s ' to pus h  the 

world in a c e rt a i n  direct ion , to a lter o t h e r  peop le ' s  ideil 

o f  the k ind of soc iety they should strive a fter . . .  Wha t I 

have mos t  wanted to do throughout the past ten years ' ,  he 

wrote in 1 9 4 6 , is to make political  wr iting into an art . 

My s tart ing point i s  ! aways a feel ing o f  parti s an ship , a 

s ense o (  inj 1wt ic e 1 ( I . 4 , 6 ) . 

Like D . 11 . Lawrence , who says , ' I  writes becauue I want 

folk- - Eng l i u h  folk- - t o  a lter , and have more s ens e , Orwe l l  
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w a i; il r ehe l and a prophe t i n ten s e ly d i s s a t i s f i.ed w .i th the 

dec aying o p i ri t  of Engl and and the sharp dec l ine of Euro

pean c iv i l izat i on . Lawrence turned inward and treated the 

problem and cure in an extremely personal  way : he wanted 

to make a new wor ld by radic a l ly changing the fee l ings o f  

m e 1 1  and women . Orwe l l  t ried to f ind s oc i a l  and s o l u t i ons 

to the c r i s i s  o f  c iv i l izat ion felt within the individu a l  : 

he a l tomp te<l to make hims e l f  and o t hero awa r e  o f  the i r  

respon s ib i l i ty and the i r  capac ity to dea l w i t h  po l i t i c a l  

problems . 

Orwe l l ' s  books dea l  with two dominant theme s - - poverty 

and po l it ic s - - o r  as he put it , ' the twin n igh tmares that 

beset nearly every modern man , the n ightmar e  of unemp l oy-

ment and n ightmare o f  State inter ference ' { IV . 2 4 7 ) . The 

Do1m clnd Ou t ir1 Pari s and London ( 1 9 3 3 ) , the n ovel s  A 

Clergyman ' s  Daughter ( 1 9 3 5 )  and Keep the Aspidi s tra Flying 

( 1 9 3 G ) aud rcpoI·tage The Road To ivi ga11 l'ier ( 1 9 3 7 )  dea l 

w i th the f irst theme ; Burmese Days ( l 9 3 4 ) , Homage t o  Ca t a -

l o11 i a ( l 9 3 0 ) , lrni111al Farm ( 1 9 4 5 )  and 1 984 ( 1 9 4 9 )  with the 

second ; wh i le Coming Up For Air ( 1 9 3 9 ) ,  an apocalypt ic 

nove l tha t records the vis i on of a wor ld dest royed , i s  a 

trans it ion a l  work that prec edes the m a j o r  wart ime e s s ays 

and concerrn:; an unsucce s s fu l !  attempt t o  e s cape f rom both 
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nigh tmare s .  There i s  cont inu ity , cons i s tency ( and repe

t i on ) o f  Orwe l l ' 5 ma j o r  ideas ; and a u n i t y , p a t tern and 

deve l opment in a l l  his books , wh ich a re c o s e ly re lated to 

each other a nd t o  the e!w .:iys . 

In the s truggle to a l ert h i s  audience t o  s o c i a l  and 

po l i t J c a l inj us tice , Orwe l l ' s  weapon was language , and he 

empha s i z e n  the va lue of the pamhl e t  as an art form ' the 

pamph l e t  ought to be the l itera ry f orm o f  an age l ike our 

own . We l ive in a t ime when po l it i c a l  pas s ions run h igh , 

chmme l s  o f  free expres s ion are dwind l ing , and organ i zed 

ly i1 1y  ex i �; t  oH a s c a l e  never be fore known . Fo r p lugg ing 

the holes in his tory the p amphlet is  the idea l 

form ' ( I I . 2 8 5 ) . Orwe l l ' s  reports from Spa in during the 

C i v i l War are the best exampl e  of how he attempted , a lmost 

s ingle -handedly , to provide the factual ba s i s of h i s t ory . 

Polemica pamphleteering p l ayed an importan t part i n  Or 

well ' s  po l it ica l books , for Homa ge to Ca t a l o11ia contains 

l ong s ec t ions o f  political analys i s , the Appendix on 

Newspeak i n  1 984 i s  a s e l f- contained pamph let , and he 

cons idered br inging out Animal Farm a s  two - sh i l l ing pam

ph l e t  when he was unab le to pub l ish it as a boo k  dur ing 

the war .  The qua l it ie s  that character i s t ica l ly a s s oc iates 

w i t h good pros e  are hones ty and directne s s , and his  con-
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cept o (  t h e  pamph l e t  i s  n o t  the s curri lous bro ads ide a imed 

at s e t t l ing a s co re , but a c ommun icat ion o f  t r u th . 

Orwe l l  engages himse l f  with po l i t i c a l  rea l ity through 

the union of cons c i ence and commi tment ; he en larges our 

sense of the social  and political ent ity that surrounds 

us . IJ011'r1 illld Ou t in l'c1ri s and London reveal s  how Orwe l l ' s  

works and ide a s  evo lved from his  persona l exp e r i e n c e s  and 

masoch i s t i c  gu i lt , bu t i t  also a kind o f  l iterature pro

duced by a u ens i t ive and comm itted art i st . It shows that 

Orwe l l ' s  l1ones ty and p o l i t i c a l  purpose i n f luenced h i s  

literary experime n t s  i n  s ever a l  gen1�es , and s ugge s t s  that 

his creat ion o f  a new k i nd o f  personal narrative , wh ich 

become s a dist inct ive cont empora ry form , made h im the 

grea Lcst modern e n s ay s t  and reporter . 
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