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As stated in Lifel ond Human Devel opment, Erik Eri kson 

t heor i z ed t hat ad o l esc en ce is a cr i s i s  among cris is , 

a period when o ld issues resurface from c h i ld hood and mu st 

be resolved once again and put i n t o  a newly emerg ing sense 

of  self (4 12 ).  Ado lescence t hen can be und ers t ood as 

a cru c i a l  per i od t hat has to be p assed t hrough by every

body , i n  w h i c h  t he search for iden t i ty always becomes an 

importan t p art of  i t . And t h i s  what actu a l ly happens t o  

H o lden C au lf i e ld ' s  l if e  in w h i c h  h e  h a s  to s e arch for 

iden t i ty in adu l t  world w i t h  confu s i on , d epress i on , and 

anxiety as most young ado lescen ts are . T here f ore , he is 

t hen con s i-dered t o  b e  t he representat ive of  ad o l e scen t 

group . 

H o ld en i s  a young ado lescen t of  s ixteen , a n a t ive N ew 

Yorker , who has to stay at a ' re s t  home ' a f t er. al l he has 

experienced espec i a l ly a f t er d r i f t ing abou t in N ew York 

C i ty for t hree d ays . S t aying t here H o lden t e l l s  about a l l  

h i s  experiences b y  compos ing a s tory i n  a long f lashback 

as his way to express or convey what he f e e l s  and t h i n ks 

e sp ec i a l ly t o  o t her young ado l e scents t o  s hare his exper i 

ences w i t h  t hem , and a l s o  t o  t he psyc hoan a ly s t  
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keeps asking h i m  w i th a l o t  of  q u es t i on s . Throug h H o lden's 

c ompo s i t i on , we know who he re a l ly is and what he has 

exp e r ienced . T he r e f or e . everybody in h i s  story mean ing a l l  

c harac t e r s  in t he n ov e l  inc lud ing Ho ld en h imse l f  are 

v iewed o r  j udged f rom his own p o i n t  of  v i ew . 

A. HOLDEN CAULFIELD AS A PORTRAIT OF AN ADOLESCENT 

In The Catcher in the Rye H o lden appears to b e  t he 

r ep resentat ive o f  ado le s c en t  group . H e  emerges as the 

p o r t r a i t  o f  an ado le s c en t  t hat the ways in w h i c h  he 

speaks , acts , t h in ks and j udges are a r e f l e c t i on of  t he 

ways o f  t he ado le s c en t s . 

In  H o lden ' s  c ompos i t i on which i s  a l s o  a f l ashbac k ,  i t  

i s  t o ld t hat h e  w a s  a student o f  Pencey P rep , a very 

f amou s and good s c ho o l  i n  Age r s t own , P en n sy lvan i a ,  where 

he got t he ax b e c au s e  he was f lun king f ou r  subje c ts and 

n o t  app lying himse l f , and t h i s  was about t he fourth schoo l 

he had gon e to . 

Actu a l ly ,  one of H o ld en ' s  r e ason s f or n o t  app ly ing 

h imse lf is t hat in h i s  ideal mind schoo l is a p l ac e where 

p eop le ar e s e r i ou s ly studying for d evot ing t hemse lves to 

what is c a l led know ledge or s c i ence . Bu t what H o ld en 

a lw ays f ound in s c ho o l s  i s  " p hon i e s "  w ho c ome t o  schoo l 

on ly for d o ing t he ir own bussin e s s . o r  ones who s tudy w i t h  

t he i r  own se l f i s h-pu rp o s e  that t hey w i l l  become r i c h  and 
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have an expens ive c ar some d ay i f  t hey are rea l ly smar t or 

su ccessfu l at s choo l .  H o ld en reve a l ed t h i s  t o  S a l ly H ayes 

w hen t hey went out toget h e r  for a date . 

"You ought t o  go t o  a boy ' s  schoo l s om e t ime . 

Try it  sometime , "  I s aid . " It's fu l l  o f  phon i es , 

and a l l  you d o  is  study so that you c an l earn 

enough to be smar t enough to be ab l e  to buy 

a godd am C ad i l l ac some d ay ,  and you have to keep 

mak ing b e l ieve you g ive a damn i f  the footbal l 

t e am loses , and a l l  you d o  i s  t a l k  abQu t g i r ls 

and l iquor and sex al l d ay ,  and everybody st i c ks 

t oge t he r  in t he s e  d i r ty l i tt l e goddam c l iq u e s. " 

( 170) 

So , at t h i s  p o in t ,  the r e ad e r  c an see t hat H o ld en ac tu a l ly 

f inds t he bored om of t he schoo l l i fe w h i c h  br ings him 

t o  a c ond i t ion of l a c k  of m o t ivat ion and s e l f- e s t eem 

as a studen t . And in f act , this reason a l s o  makes us f ind 

so m any of our ado le scen ts s k ipp ing or even d r opp ing out 

o f  s c hoo l .  

The r e ad e r , t hen , c an a l s o  f ind that H o ld en has 

an in t e l l ectu a l  p roblem of  prepar ing himse lf for a voca

t i on b e c au s e  h e  rej e c t s  t he k ind of career for w h i c h  his 

schoo l ing is  p r epar ing him and as yet he can con c e ive of 

n o  rea l is t i c  sub s t i tu t e  for i t  ( Fr en c h  1 0 9) . Even t hough 
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he has been s t ay ing at t he 'rest home · ,  H o lden s t i l l  

c annot t e l l  t he psyc hoan a lyst whe t he r  o r  not h e  i s  g o ing 

t o  app ly h imse l f  w hen he r e tu rns to schoo l .  I t  i s  b e c au se 

H o ld en ins is t s  t hat he d o e s  n o t  know why he i s  go ing t o  

s choo l or why h e  shou ld app ly himse lf . 

I n  t he s tory , Ho lden emerges as a p e ss imis t . As mos t  

young ado le scents who st i l l  have n o  c l ear d e s c r ipt ion or 

p icture of  t he i r  future ,  H o lden also f e e ls n o t h ing su r e  

abou t h i s  own futu re . H e  st i c ks o n  h i s  op in ion that p e op l e  

n ev e r  know w hat t hey a r e  go ing to d o  un t i l  t hey d o  i t . T he 

r e ad e r  c an f ind t h i s  op in ion t h rough H o ld en ' s  way of 

speaking and thin king . 

I ' d n ever ye l l  " Good l u c k! "  at anybody . I t  sounds 

t e r r ib le , when you t h in k  abou t it . (2 1 )  

I mean how d o  you know w hat you're g o in g  t o  d o  

t i l l  you do i t  ? T he an swe r is  you d on't know . I 

think I am , bu t how d o  I know ? I swear i t's a 

stup id q u e s t ion . ( 276 ) 

H o ld en a l s o  c l aims h ims e l f  as a " te r r i f ic l i ar . "  

T hi s  b e hav i o r  is  actu a l ly p r oduced by a mind t hat is  

t roub led and hur t. I n  t he d e s c r ipt i on of  h i s  train t r ip to 

N ew York ,  H o ld en s ays t hat he t o ld M r s. M o rrow , a c l ass

mate's mothe r , t hat her son was too mod e s t  about h i s  

ach i evemen t s . Ho lden adm i t s  that h e  had t h i s  woman t o  whom 

he was speaking " in a t r anc e "  and t hat he cou ld. " go on 
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lying for hours" ( 73,76 ) . And when H o ld en v i s i t s  M r . 

Spencer , h i s  h i story t eacher , he t e l ls him t hat h i s  l ee-

tures w e r e  " very i n t e r e s ting' '  ( 17 )  a l t hough H o lden hims e l f  

f ound them bor ing . T h i s  p roves that H o ld en ' s  mot ive for 

ly ing is not mere ly t o  create exc i temen t or p le asure , or  

even f o r  t he n eed t o  escape bored om l i ke the young u su a l ly 

d o , but a l s o  t o  p le ase o t he r s  and/or prevent hurt ing 

' o t her s ' f e e l ings . 
. 

T hrough h i s  c ompos i t i on ,  H o ld en adm i t s  t hat he read s  

a l o t . He  e ven makes aes t he t i c  j udgemen ts about seve r a l  

books . H e  l i ke s  The Re turn of the Native b ecau s e  he l i kes 

T homas H ardy and his her o i n e  ' Eu s t ac i a  Vye . · 

I 'm qu i t e  i l l i t e r at e , bu t I read a l o t  . . . .  I r e ad 

a lot o f  c l as s i c a l  books , l i ke The Re turn of the 

Native and al l ,  and I l ike t hem , . . . . . .  W ha t  r ea l ly 

knocks me out i s  a book t hat , when you�re all 

done r e ad ing i t ,  you w i s h  t he aut hor t hat w r o t e  

i t  w a s  a t er r i f ic f r i end of  you rs and you cou ld 

c a l l  him up on t he p hone when eve r you f e l t  l i ke 

i t  . . . .  I ' d rather cal l  T homas H ardy up . I l i ke 

t hat Eus t ac ia Vye . ( 25 )  

T hrough h i s  confess ion and j udgement abou t books , H o ld en 

t r i e s  to c onvey h i s  l it e r ary hero to h i s  r e ad e r s . He wan t s  

to equ a l i z e  hims e l f  to 'Eu s t ac i a  Vye · ,  a c haract e r  in 
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T homas H ardy ' s  The Return of the Native. Eu s t ac i a  is 

p as s i on a t e  and rebe l l i ou s . She r eb e l s  again st her environ

ment w h i c h  is  so g loomy and repress ive . She c annot escape 

f rom her envi r onmen t; s he c an n o t  c hange her envi r onmen t . 

T he r e f ore, Eus tac i a  f in a l ly comm its su i c id e  ( O a i ke r  et al . 

556). On t he con t r ary , in t he beginn ing of h i s  s tory or 

c ompos i t ion , Ho lden lets us know t hat he is  not go ing to 

g ive a h i s tory o f  his c h i ld hood ; h e  is  not go ing t o  s t a r t  

w ith " al l  t h a t  D avid Copper f i e ld k i n d  o f  c r ap . "' W hat h e  

mean s  i s  t hat he does n o t  l ike t he c l as s i cboy hero . David 

Copperfield its e l f  i s  a c lass i c  n ove l te l l ing about a poor 

growing-up boy who strugg le s  again s t  hard s h ip s  and v i l

l a iny . At f ir s t  ' D avid ' is  w e ak and pas s ive b e c ause he i s  

afraid of the world . B u t , h e  eventu a l ly asserts h i ms e l f  

and ove rcomes h i s  enemie s . He  ac h i eve s h i s  success and 

even makes a mature m ar r i age . He becomes "'t he hero o f  h i s  

own l i fe"' (ibid ) .  T h i s  h e r o  achieves a happy end ing and 

adj u s t s  to s o c i ety , therefore , H o ld en does n o t  iden t i fy 

w ith this hero . H i s  he roes are d i ff er en t; they are 

out s id e r s  and remain ou t s ide r s . T hey c annot accept t hings 

as t hey are , so t hey d i e  in t he end . 

At t h i s  p o in t ,  H o ld en ' s  atti tude imp l i es one o f  

typ ic a l  character i s t ics of t he most young ado l e scen t s  who 

u su a l ly n e ed or s e e k  a f igure or a mod e l  that f it s  t hem t o  

b e  fo l lowed o r  i m i t ated . And in H o ld en's c ase , he identi-
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f ie s  h imse l f  w i t h  " Eu s t ac i a  Vye "  b e c au s e  he f inds h i s  l i f e  

r e f l ected in t hat of  t he hero ine . 

I n  the s t o ry H o lden ' s  att i tude is  amb ival en t . H is 

j udgemen t t hat h i s  b rother D . B .  is  " p ro s t itut ing'' himse l f  

i n  H o llywood , for examp l e , shows t hat H old en does " hate 

t he mov i e s  l ike poison'' (�8). Yet he a lso im i t aies them , 

as he does on s eve r a l  un l ike ly occas ions after the 

e l evato r  ope rator beats h im up and after Car l Lu c e  aban 

dons h im in t he bar . Af t e r  M au r ic e  b e a t s  him up , H olden 

p roj e c t s  himse l f  i n t o  a mov i e  her o . He imag ines t hat he 

has been shot , t hat he is a ''.tough guy , " t hat he is  c r aw l 

ing to the b at h room f o r  a d r in k  w h i c h  w i l l  g ive h i m  the 

impetus to r e a l  resact ion . Even wh i l e he indu lges in t hese 

fan t as i e s , he is aware that they are f an t a s i e s  " Th e  

godd am movie s . T hey c an ru in you . I 'm n o t  k idd ing " (136). 

And after Luce l e aves him in the bar , H olden imag i n e s  

h imse l f  g e t s  a bu l le t  i n  h i s  guts and keeps putt ing his 

hand und e r  h i s  j ac ke t , on h i s  stomac h ,  to keep t he b lood 

f r om d r ipp ing a l l over the p lace ( 1 95 ) .  

H o ld en's m ixed f ee l ings are a l s o  shown by h i s  r emark 

t hat the mov i e  at t he Rad i o  C i ty Mu s i c  H a l l was " so p u t r id 

he c ou ld n o t  t ake h i s  eyes o f f  i t" ( 179 ) . H e  d isp l ays 

s im i l ar amb ival en c e  towards other exhib it ions : b leed ing 

after Stradlate r  has beaten him , he f inds t hat t he gore 
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" part ly scare s "  and " partly f as c in at e s "  him ;  watch ing t he 

" perve r t s" in t he hot e l  where he i s  s t ay i n g ,  he observes 

t hat "the t roub le w as, that kind of j un k  is sort of fasc i

n at ing to watch, even if  we d o  n o t  wan t i t  t o  b e "  ( 87 ) . 

I n  ano t he r  part of  t h e  story , t he read e r  f inds t h a t  

Ho lden c l a ims h imse l f  as " so r t  o f  an athei st" . H e' h a s  his 

own att itude t oward r e l igion . He l i kes and adm i r e s  J esus 

bu t he does n o t  care t o o  much f o r  the con t en t o f  t he B ib le 

inc lud ing t he D i c i p l e s . I n  t his i n s t an c e , H o lden s t i l l  

v iews re l i gion in t e l l e c tu a l ly l i ke t he way i n  whi c h  he 

j udges t he D ic ip le s  t hat they s hou ld n o t  make any m i s t akes 

w h i c h  let J esus d own . Becau s e  the D i c ip les are p i c ked by 

J e sus H imse lf so t hey shou ld have n o t  mad e J e su s  d i sap

p o in ted ; they shou ld b e  t he examp l e  of  a l l  peop l e . Bu t ,  in 

this case, H o lden f a i ls to s e e  t hat t he apost l e s  are also 

human be ings w ho c an make a m i s t ake . 

Moreover , t he r e ad e r  can f ind seve r a l  scen e s  in the 

n ove l p o in t ing t o  t he f act t hat what H o lden rej ects i s  n o t  

exac t ly re l igion b u t  r e l igious hypoc r isy--wh i c h ,  in h i s  

c on fu s ion and n aivety, h e  f ai l s  to d ist in gu i s� f rom t he 

former . H e  i s  rep e l led by t he gaudy Rad i o C i ty Chr i s tmas 

Show . remarking that " J esus wou ld ' ve puked if He cou ld see 

i t "  ( 178 ) .  H o lden s hows s im i lar d i sdain for two men who 

cu rse abou t t he C hr istmas t r e e  t hey are un load in g  f r om 

a truck . C le ar ly , i t  is  s o c i e ty ' s  c omme r c i a l i z ed vers ion 
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of Chr i stmas and r e l i g i on w h i c h  H o ld en d etest , and it i s  

this d isgust that has b r ought h im to h i s  rather n a ive 

c on c lu s ion that he is an athe ist . 

F rom an other p o in t  o f  v i ew , the read e r  c an c atch 

s omething that H o ld en ' s  attitude toward re l ig ion is b a s i

cal ly a r e f l ection o f  h i s  l if e  w h i c h  has n o  r e l ig iou s 

gu idan c e , even n ot f rom h i s  p ar ents . 

O ld C h i ld s  s a id the trou b l e  w ith me was 

d idn ' t  go to chu r c h  or anyth ing . He was 

about that , in a w ay . I d on ' t .  In the 

that I 

r ight 

place , my parents are d if f e rent 

al l the c h i ld ren in our fam i ly 

( 13 1 )  

re l ig i on s , 

f i rst 

and 

are athe i sts . 

As a matter o f  f act , r e l ig ion p r ovides the ad o l escent w ith 

a moral f r amewo r k  against w h i c h  behav i o r  can be compared . 

I t  acts in a sense as a behav i o r. stab i l i zer . Re l ig i on acts 

to exp l ain one ' s  existen c e  and on e's purpose in b e ing on 

the earth ( Ad ams and Gu lotta 374 ) .  Unf o rtun ate ly , H o lden 

l i ke most ad o lescents who l ive in mod ern soc i ety , n eve r 

gets this re l ig ious touch f r om h i s  par ents , n ot in his 

ad o le sc ence nor even in his c h i ld hood . 

H o ld en has qu ite a b it to dr ink dur ing his j ou r n ey 

through New York C ity . He r�. H o lden ' s  behavior 
·

r e f l ects 

h i s  fee l ings o f  a l i en at i on , p o inting out that he d r in ks 
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s o l e ly to escap e  h i s  l on e l iness . H e  d r inks as t he most 

young ado le s c e n t s  d o  when t hey have to face some p r ob l ems , 

prob l ems at home , a t  schoo l ,  o r  t he ir p e r s on a l  p r ob l ems . 

But t h is h ab i t  d o e s  n o t  make t hem successful in so lving 

t he i r  p rob l ems; t hey even s in k  in t o  d espa i r , lon e l in e s s , 

and f e a r . As d e s c r ibed in t he.story , Ho lden ' s  d r inking 

d o e s  

gain s 

forget 

he ight 

p a i r , 

n o t  make him mature or worthy of re speot - - henc e ,  he 

n o  f r iends f r om i t . Nor g e t t ing d runk he l p  him 

about h i s  p rob l ems . Conve r s e ly , he is at his 

of  i n t ox i c at i on that H o ld en i s  f a l l ing in to d e s

s tumb l in g  t hrough Cen tr a l  P ark at n ig ht , fear ing 

t hat he w i l l  d i e  a l on e  in t he c o ld . 

Sex is  p e rhaps a very comp l ic ated prob l e m  w h i c h  the 

ad o lescent mus t  d e a l w i t h . I n  t he s tory , H o ld en adm i t s  to 

us t hat he has sexua l  d e s i re s . He even subm i t s , to  some 

d egre e ,  to soc i e ty ' s  d emand that young men be s exu a l ly 

adr o i t  h e  t h inks t hat a prost i tu t e  m ight provide him 

w i t h  t he " pr ac t ic e'' he needs for mar r i age ( Fr anged is 74). 

T h i s  seems t o  b e  t he r e ason f o r  H o lden , t hen , that seve r a l  

t imes he a l l ows h ims e l f  t o  accept a p r o s t itute : W hen h e  

stays at t he Edmon t H o te l , h e  c a l l s  a g i r l  n amed F a i t h  

Caven d i s h  w h o s e  addr e s s  he g o t  f r om a P r in ce t on guy he m e t  

at p arty ; s h e  " wasn't exac t ly a whore or anything but t hat 

d idn ' t  m ind d o ing it  on ce a whi l e'' ( 83). And t he n i ght 

when H o lden gets back from Ern ie ' s  to his hote l ,  he also 
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accepts the e levator operator's o f f e r  to get him a whore 

( 1 1 9 ) . So t he s e  p r ove t hat H o ld en i s  t ry ing t o  be " sexu a l 

l y  ad ro i t "  b u t  he h imse l f  is  n o t  r e ady yet t o  ge t invo lved 

in t hat kind o f  sexu a l  exp e r i ence . 

For most W e stern teenagers , be ing 

so11et hing awf u l and sham e fu l .  The boys 

a ·v irg in· 

u sua l ly try 

is 

to 

" p r ac t ic e "  t he i r  f irst sexu a l  exper i ence with a p r o s t i -

tute . At 

Ho l d en as 

t h i s  p o in t ,  S a l inge r  is successf u l 

a young ado lescen t who t r ies to 

to p o r t r ay 

fu l f i l l  the 

soc i e ty ' s  d emand t o  be ·sexu a l ly ad r o i t ' by t ry ing t o  have 

some sexu a l  exp er i en c e . Bu t ,  in this case , Ho lden a l s o  

appears as t he one w h o  i s  s t i l l  s tu ck o n  h i s  own s trong 

sense of  what is  r ight and what is  wrong, H e  adm i t s  that 

he h imse l f  has f requen t 

v i rgin i ty but w hen g i r l s  

H o lden real ly stops . 

opp o r tun i t i e s  

requ est that 

to 

he 

l ose h i s  

' stop ' ,  

If sex i s  a very comp l ic ated p r ob lem w h i c h  t h e  ad o-

l e s c e n t  mu s t  d e a l  w i t h ,  su i c id e  is  one increasingly common 

r e ac t i on t o  t he p r ob l ems o f  ado le s c en c e . Su i c i d e  may seem 

l ike t he on ly out t o  ado l escen ts who f e e l hope l ess , powe r 

l e s s , and w i t hout opt ion s . Some ad o l escen ts t r y  su i c id e  

af t e r  t hey have been iso l at ed f or a l ong t ime , af t e r  they 

have f a i l ed repeated ly at th ings , o r  when t hey have been 

f e e l ing unwor t hy ,  despe rate, and hope l e s s . O thers attempt 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI THE SEARCH FOR... MAYANG SUHITA



32 

su ic i d e  becau s e  t hey wan t  ou t of  a d e st ruc t ive f am i l y ,  o r  

have prob l ems w it h  members o f  t he other s e x ,  p r oblems at 

s c hoo l ,  p rob l ems with b r o t hers and s is t e r s , or prob l ems 

w i t h  f r i ends ( T i s h l e r , M c H en ry , and H o rgan qtd. in C l arke

S tewar t , P e r lmu t t e r  and Fr iedman 432 ) . 

H o ld en ' s  cond i t i on w h i c h  i s  so c omp l i cated actu a l ly 

d r ives him t o  comm i t  su i c id e  eas i ly . H is p r ob lems at 

schoo l , problem w i t h  p e e r s , h i s  n o t -s o-we l l  r e l at i on s h ip 

w i th paren t s , h i s  f ee l ings o f  l on e l in e s s  and a l i en at i on , 

and t he behav io r s  of  p e op l e  around him w h i c h  make him de

p ressed have bec ome a good reason t o  l e ad h im to comm i t  

su i c id e . As w hat happen s to h im af t e r  M au r ic e  beats him 

for t he extra f ive d o l lars, H o lden r e a l ly f e e l s  l i ke 

comm i t t ing su i c id e  by j ump ing ou t t he w indow . Bu t h i s  

t hought t hat n obody w i l l  t ake c a r e  of  h i s  body down t here 

has f in a l ly f a i l ed h im . 

I t  took me 

wasn ' t  even 

qu i t e  a wh i l e  t o  g e t  

t i red - -bu t f in a l ly I 

t o  s le ep - - !  

d id .  what I 

r e a l ly fe l t  l i ke ,  t houg h ,  was c omm i t t ing su i c id e . 

I f e l t  l ike j ump ing ou t t he w indow . I p r obab ly 

wou ld ' ve d on e  it,  too , i f  I ' d been sure somebo

dy ' d  cover me up as soon as I l anded . I d idn ' t  

wan t  a bun c h  o f  stupid rubbe r n ecks looking a t  me 

when I was a l l  gory . ( 136 ) 

On e q u a l i ty of  H o ld en t hat br ings h im t o  be s o  c lo s e  
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and f am iliar t o  t he young is h i s  u s age of  langu age . As the 

n ar rator o f  t he story , t he w ay in w h i c h  he exp r e s s e s  

h imself r e flec t s  h i s  t houghts and h i s  s t a t e  of  m ind . T hu s ,  

becau se Holden is  t r ou b l ed young ado lescen t , h i s  langu age 

is f r equen tly p r o f an e , d emon strat ing h i s  n egat ivism . 

S alinger h imself c r e at e s  H o ld en as an ind iv idua l  

c harac t e r  w i t h  t he exac t speech of  t e en eage rs i n  gen e r al . 

He  gives H old en an extremely t r i t e  and typ i c a l  teenage 

spe ec h ,  rep l e t e  w i t h  adole scent o r  teenage s l ang , there

fore , he speaks in a r e c ogn i z ab le t e e n age l angu age . I t  is  

common for teenage r s , f o r  in stance , to  end thoughts with 

a loose ly d angl ing " and a l l , "  " or some thing , " " or any-

thing " like H o lden d id in t he story , j u s t  as it is a lso 

common f o r  t hem to add an i n s i sten t " I  rea l ly d id '  .. " I t  

really was " and " i f you wan t to know t he t r u t h "  ( Coste l l o  

267 ) . 

H o ld en's info rmal , s c hoo lboy vernacu lar is  p a r t i cu 

lar ly typ ic a l  i n  i t s  · vu lgar i ty · and · obscen ity • ( ibid 

269 ) . I n  t he story t he read e r  w i l l  f ind H o ld en ' s  con s t an t  

u s e  o f  " goddam . "  O f  cour�e ,  t h i s  word is  u sed w i t h  n o  

r e l at i on s h ip to i t s  o r igi n a l  mean ing or , i n  o t he r  words , 

i t  is  c le ar ly n o t  intended to t ake t he Lord ' s  n ame in 

vain . Bu t i t  s imp ly expresses an emo t ional f e e l in g  toward 

t he obj ect : e it her f avorab l e , as in " godd am hun t ing cap" ; 
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o r  u n f avorab l e , as in  " ya godd am moron . 

H o ld en · s  s lang i s  exact ly r i c h  and c o l or fu l ,  f o r  

examp l e , H o ld en · s  s l ang use of  " crap "  w h i c h  i s  used in 

d i ff er en t  w ays c an m e an f oo l i s hn e s s , as " a l l  that D avid 

Copp e r f i e ld kind of  c r ap , " or mere ly m i s c e l l an eous matte r ,  

as " I  was pu t t ing on my galoshes and c r ap . " S i m i larly 

H o lden ' s  s l ang u s e  o f  " c razy" is  b o t h  tr ite and imp r i c ise . 

" That d r ives m e  c razy" mean s  t hat he v i o l en t ly d i s l ikes 

somet hing; y e t  " to be c r azy about" and " k i l led me " mean 

j u st t he oppo si t e . 

H o lden's s l an g  i s  r e a l ly typ i c a l  teenage s l ang 

ver s at i le y e t  n ar r ow , exp r e s s ive yet un imag inative and 

impr ic i s e  ( ib id 27 1 ) . H o lden · s  u se of the adj ective " o ld " , 

for i n s t an c e , t hat he app ends t h i s  word to almost every 

c harac t e r , r e a l  or f i c t ion a l , ment i on ed in t he n ove l ,  f rom 

t he hated " o ld M au r i c e "  to " o ld Gatsby , " to " o ld P ho eb e "  

and even " o ld J esus . "  H e  u s e s  t h i s  t erm on ly a f t e r  he has 

previou s ly ment ioned t he c harac t e r ; he t hen f e e l s  f r e e  to 

append t he f am i l i ar " o ld . "  H o lden · s  c ho i c e  of  adj ec t ives 

and verbs i s  indeed n ar row , with a c on st an t  repetit ion of  

a f ew words lousy, pretty, terri fic, quite, old, 

s tupid- - a l l  u sed , is t he hab i t  of  t e e n age vern acu l a r , with 

l i t t l e  r egard t o  spe c i f ic m e an ing . T hu s , most o f  t he n ouns 

which are c a l l ed " s tup id " cou ld not in any log ic a l  f r ame

work be c a l l ed " igno r an t , "  and , t he adj e c t ive " o ld " before 
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a proper noun has n o t h ing to do w i t h  age ( ib id 27 2 ) . 

All t hese p o in t s , t hen , l e ad s  u s  t o  s e e  t hat what 

S alinge r ac tu ally t r ies t o  d o  is  not only to dep i c t  or 

p o r t r ay Holden as a typ i cal .  d i scon ten t ed and d ep r e ssed 

young adolescen t ,  bu t a l s o  to pre sen t him as the hero of  

t he young e sp e c i ally of t he adolescents f rom whom they can 

t ake a lesson to undergo t he i r  l ive s . 

B. H OLDEN CAULFIELD · s  EXPERIENCE IN H IS SEARCH FOR 

IDENT ITY 

Adolescence i s  a p e r i od of  t r an s i t ion between c hild

hood and adu lt hood . In t h i s  p e r i od , an adolescen t must 

face a maj or t a s k ,  t hat is  r e s o lv in g  h i s/ he r  iden t i ty c r i 

s is - - t he s truggle t o  d e f ine and i n t egrate one ' s  sense o f  

self and what on e ' s  a t t itud e s , b e l ie f s  and value s  s hou ld 

be (Er i kson q td . in Gerow 4 23 ) . So what Holden goes 

through in t he s to ry i s  b as ic a l ly an exp e r i e n c e  t ha t  i s  

also gone t hrough b y  other adolescents i n  t he ir d eve lop

men t al stage of  life in w h i c h  t he t as k  for r esolv �ng t he 

ide n t i ty c r i s i s  must b e  d e a l t  w i th . But the prob l e m ,  then , 

seems to l ie on Holden ' s  cond i t ion t hat he has t o  pass 

t hrough this c ruc i al p e r iod alone . No  one gu ides him and 

S ives him a d eep und e r s t and ing in h i s  search for i d en t i ty. 

Henc e , he faces a l o t  of  d i f f icu l t i e s  and f rus trat ions in 
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und ergo ing h i s  ado le scenc e .  

Ho ld en's c ond i t ion is  c omp l i c at ed , however ,  by emo

t io n a l  prob l ems . H i s  mother is  always i l l  and n e rvou s 

s in c e  t h e  d e a t h  of  H o ld en ' s  b r o t he r , A l l i e ,  and h i s  father 

is  so busy b e ing successfu l that he never d i scusses th ings 

w i t h  h i s  son . 

Hy f at he r ' s  qu i t e  w e a l t hy ,  t hough . I don ' t  know 

how mu ch he makes - - he's n ever d i scussed t hat 

s tu f f  w i t h  me- -bu t I imag i n e  q u i t e  a l o t . ( 14 0 ) 

Ho lden is  t hu s  w i t hout t he k ind of  paren t a l  gu idance , 

an ado le s c en t u rgent ly n e ed s  d u ring t h i s  c ru c i al p e r iod . 

Paren ts ' r o l e  is  comp l e t e ly n eeded s in c e  they con t in u e  to 

in f lu en c e  t he i r  c h i ld ren dur ing ado lescen c e . T he amoun t o f  

emot ion a l  supp o r t  t hey provide inf luen c e s  how successfu l ly 

ad o l escent c h i ldren r e s o lve t he i r  iden t i ty c r i s e s  ( C l arke

Stewar t , P e r lmu t t e r  and Fr i edman 436 ) . 

The scho o l  t o  w h i c h  H o ld en has been s en t , u n fortu 

nate ly , f ai l s to t ake the p lace o f  h i s  paren t s . I t  even 

l e ad s  H o lden to c hoose to run away f r om h i s  p r ep s c hoo l as 

t he c l imax of h i s  l ong p r o t est , an ado le s c en t ' s  p r o test 

against t he s c ho o l  l if e  and its syst em t hat f a i l s  to 

und e r s t and h im . W e  c an also f ind that Ho lden ' s  comp laint 

is  not t hat Pencey P r ep l i ke t hose sc hoo l s  w hi c h  are 

overbear ing o r  d e s t ru c t ive of  ind ividu a l ity ,  but rather 

t hat " t hey d on't d o  any d amn more molding at P en c ey t han 
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they do at any other s c hoo l "  ( 4 ) .  W hat H o ld en mean s  here , 

i s  that h i s  schoo l i s  more concerned abou t how to en t e r 

t ain p rospec t ive d on o r s  than about how to t a ke c a r e  of  

the i r  s tudents who have prob l ems at s c hoo l o r  t he l i ke . 

Be ing d is appo in ted w i t h  h i s  scho o l  and not ge tt ing 

any gu idan c e  f r om h i s  p aren t s , H o ld en t r i es to ge t 

a sympathy and under s t and ing from h i s  hi story t eache r ,  Mr . 

Spence r . Regrettab ly , he even l e c t u r e s  Ho lden abou t t hings 

he a l r e ady knows but he c annot answer one impor.tan t ques 

t ion t hat H o ld en p l aint ive ly asks . 

" Lo o k , s ir . D on ' t  worry abou t me , "  I said . " I  mean 

it . I " l l be a l l  r ight . I " m j u st going t h rough 

a p hase r ight now . Eve rybody goes through p hases 

and a l l ,  don " t  they ? "  

" I  d on ' t  know , boy . I don " t  know . "  ( 2 1  ) 

So , what H o lden actu a l ly n e ed s  here , i s  a kind of  unde r

s t and ing from t he adu l t  to gu id� and he lp him pass thr ough 

his ado lescence . Bu t t hey seem to be mere ly con cerned 

about Ho lden ' s  f ai lures at sc hoo l and keep t ry ing to d is 

cover t he c au s e s  of  H o ld en " s  d i scon ten t rat her t han what 

he r e a l ly needs . 

Ho lden " s  s c hoo lmate s  aggravate h i s  c ond i t i on : Ac k l ey 

w i l l  move on ly i f  ye l led at; Strad l ate r is  not in t e r e sted 

in a p e rson " s  " lousy c h i ld hood , "  bu t 
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stuff " . Bot h  g ive H o lden " royal p a i n "  by runn ing down t he 

few accomp l i s hmen ts t hat may give other p eop l e  s ome v i t a l 

l y  n eeded s e l f - conf idence ( 37 ) . Ado l escen ts usual ly fee l 

c lo s e r  t o  t he i r  p e e r s  t han t o  t he i r  parents or t o  

adu l t s . W i th f r iends they t a l k ,  j oke , and hang ou t .  

are spon t an e ous, open , and f r e e  of adu l t r e s t raints . 

other 

T hey 

They 

f e e l  exc i t ed , f r iend ly , soc i ab l e ,  invo lved , and mot ivated . 

Boys espec i a l ly f e e l  more open, f r e e , invo lved , s t r ong , 

and act ive w hen they are w i t h  t he i r  f r iends (C l ar ke

Stew ar t , P e r lmu t t e r  and F r i edman 4 2 1 ) . Un lu c k i ly , H o ld en 

d o e s  n o t  f ind a l l  t hese in h i s  f r iend s . T hey are too 

obsessed w i t h  t he i r  own bus in e s s ; t hey are t o o  busy w i t h  

the i r  own p imp le s  or t he i r  good looks , and n o t  i n t e r e s ted 

in trying to f igur e  o u t  w hat may r ea l ly b e  t r oub l ing 

a f r i end who t hey know is  f lun k ing out . I t, t hen , becomes 

one of H o lden ' s  r e asons to run away f r om h i s  board ing 

schoo l and c hoose t o  d r i f t  about in New York C i ty . 

Ho lden's f l ight f r om h i s  p rep school is  a lso par t of 

the c l imax of his bored om o f  " p hon y "  and " phon in ess " in 

the wor ld around h im . A l l  t hese t imes H o lden has t r i ed t o  

stand l iv ing in su ch w o r ld but h e  f a i l s  s ince h e  even 

f inds much more p hon i e s  and phon in e ss . He t e l l s  u s , for 

examp l e, t hat the r eason he l e f t  E l kton H i l ls is  b e c ause 

he was surrounded by p hon i es . One of t hem is  his own head 

mast e r, M r . H aas , w h o  a lways t r e at s  the studen ts • parents 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI THE SEARCH FOR... MAYANG SUHITA



39 

b as ed on t he i r  soc i a l  c l asse s . M r. H aas a lways p r e t end s 

giving a d eep respect t o  every s tudents · p arents who d r ove 

up to s c hoo l on Sund ays . H o ld en f inds ou t that h i s  head -

master actua l ly n eg lects the parents f rom the l ower 

c l asses but he , on the contrary , w i l l  treat we l l  the 

studen ts • parents f rom the m idd l e  or the upp er c l a ss es 

who, of cour s e , a lw ays look good in the ir expen s ive 

c lothe s  and shoes . T hu s ,  t here is on ly p r e t en s e , and 

t h e r e f o r e  l ac k  of love , care , and true r e spect in the 

act i ons of the headmas t e r . 

There is  a l s o  the pretense o f  love and care in the 

r i c h  a lumnus und ertaker who comes back to Pencey Prep to 

give a chap e l  spee c h  and t e l l s  t he boys that they should 

n o t  be afraid to p r ay to God . 

H e  to ld us we s hould a lways p r ay to God - - t a l k  to 

H im and a l l - -whe rever we were. He to ld us we 

ought to t h in k of  J e sus as our buddy and a l l .  H e  

said he t a l ked to J esus a l l  the time. Even when 

he was d r iv ing h i s  car . That k i l led me . I can 

j ust see the big phony bastard s h i fting into 

f i rst gear and asking J e sus to send him a few 

more stif f s  . . . ( 2 3)  

And it is  the harshn e s s  and bru t a l ity of schoo l l i f e  

t hat b r ings a bey at E l kton , J am e s  Cast le , to choose to 
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d ie r at her t han t o  t ake back what he s a id about 

con c e ited b oy , P h i l  S t ab i le . S t ab i l e  w i t h  abou t s i x  

d i r ty boys went i n t o  J ames ' s  room and l oc ked t he d o o r  

4 0  

t h i s  

o t h e r  

and 

pus hed h im to t ake back what he said , bu t J ames wop ld not 

d o  i t . And f in a l ly ,  there was J ames Cas t l e  lay ing r ight 

on t he s ton e steps . He was dead , and his t e e th , and b l ood , 

w e r e  a l l  ove r the p l ace , and n ob ody wou ld even go n ear 

h im . A l l  t hey d id w i t h  these b oys t hat w e r e  in t he room 

w i t h  h i m  was exp e l  t hem . They d id n o t  even go to j ai l . 

Ho lden i s  t hen d is appo inted and s ho c ked by t h i s  

inc id e n t  s in c e  what he f ind s i s  n o t  on ly bru t a l i ty bu t 

a l s o  inj u s t i c e  of  t he s choo l  l i f e . 

By studying at P en cey H o lden has hoped to l ive in 

a n ew wor ld w h i c h  i s  f ree f r om phon i e s  bu t what he . f ind s 

i s  t he same exper iences as before . As a mat t e r  o f  f act , 

H o lden h imse l f  f inds " Pencey P r ep " t o  be one of  t he worst 

p hon i es . It  has adve r t i sed in so many magazines s how ing 

some hot - s ho t  guy on a horse j ump ing over a f e n c e . And 

undern e a t h  the guy on the horse ' s  p i ctu r e , i t  a lways s ays : 

" S in c e  1888 w e  have been mold ing boys i n t o  sp l end id , 

c le a r - t h in king young men . "  Bu t t he f act s hows that the 

schoo l is  more i n t e r e s ted in co l l ect ing money from the 

d onors rather than in mo ld ing the i r  studen ts into sp lend id 

and c le ar- t h in k ing young men as t he motto always says . 

Therefore , it  is  n o t  surpr i s ing that H o lden f igures ou t 
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somebody had s tolen h i s  c ame l ' s-hair coatr ight out of his 

room . H e  l earn s t hat " P encey is  fu l l  of crooks . Qu i te 

a few boys come f r om very w e a l thy f am ilies , but it  is fu l l  

o f  crooks anyway" ( 7 ) . Ho lden also l earns how bad Pencey 

educat ional sys tem i s , as he t o ld to M r . An tolin i abou t 

t h i s  Oral Expression c l ass he f lunked w h i c h  makes him 

un in te r e s ted to app ly h imself . I t  is  a cou r s e  where each 

boy in c l ass has to g e t  up in class and make a speech 

spon taneously . And i f  t he boy d igress e s , t he studen t s  are 

supposed to yell ' D igress ion ! ·' at him as f ast as t hey can . 

T h i s  matt e r  d r ives H o ld en c r azy . F o r  h im it is  u n f a i r  to 

keep ye l l ing ' D igres s i on ! · at the boy when he is exc i t ed 

tell ing the class abou t a story he is  in teres t ed in . And 

M r . Vin son , t he t e a c her of t h i s  c lass , shou ld n o t  ask h i s  

stud ents t o  ye ll ' D igress ion ! ·  when h i s  studen t d �gresses . 

H e  should f ind an other way f o r  it , some th ing w i s e r  that 

does not make t he s tudents f e e l  t hat t he way he hand les 

t he c ou rse w i l l  ru in t he i r  c r e a t ivity and
-

f in a l ly br ings 

t hem t o  flu n k  t he course , as H o lden d id . 

By leaving h i s  sc hool early , H o ld en has hoped to get 

" re s t ed up " in N ew York after his f ru s t r at ing expe r i en c e s . 

Many studen ts are s im i l a r ly t empted t o  run away becau s e  o f  

c on f l ic t s  w i t h  t he i r  assoc iates and f a i l u r e s  in t he i r  

wor k .  W hen H old en r u n s  away , howeve r , he f inds not p eace 
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but on ly more intense f orms of the same kind o f  p rob lems 

and f ru st ra t i on s  he has a l r e ady exp e r i en ced . 

W hen he has to s t ay at t h i s  hote l ,  f o r  examp le , 

in a very c rumby room . w i t h  n othing to l o o k  o u t o f  the 

w indow at except t he other s id e  of the hot e l , H o ld en 

d iscovers t hat t he p l ace i s  fu l l  o.f " pe rverts and moron s . "  

I n  t he rooms across t he bu i ld ing , a f emale imperson ator is 

d r e s s ing , and a coup l e  of p eop l e  are squ i r t ing water at 

e ac h  other ( 80 ) . And when he cann o t  s leep and dec id e s  to 

go t o  Ern i e ' s , a Greenwi c h  V i l l age n ightc lub , he f inds 

t hat E rn i e  is p l aying t h e  p i an o but i t  se ems that he is 

p lay ing some f an cy add i t i on s  to the tun e and i n c lud ing 

many ext ra n o t e s . The aud ience is  q u i t e  impressed and 

che e r s  f o r  a long t ime . H o lden f inds t h i s  to be very p hony 

and he n ear ly gets s ic k . He c on c ludes that even E rn ie 

himse l f  d o e s  n o t  kn ow when he i s  p l ay ing we l l  anymore , and 

t h i s  t hought d epresses H o lden ( 110 ) . 

Back t o  h i s  hote l ,  H o ld en accepts t he e l evator opera

t o r ' s  o f f e r  to get him a p r o s t itute w h i c h  then l e ad s  him 

t o  be b e aten up by t his e l evat o r  operator , M au r ice , s ince 

he and Sonny , t he p r o s t itute , w an t  the o t her f ive d o l l ars 

and H o ld en refuses t o  p ay i t . This scene is  a rep e t at ion 

of  the e ar l i e r  scen e in wh i c h  H o ld e n  is  also b e at e n  up by 

S t r ad late r , h i s  roommat e , j u st before he l e aves t he schoo l 

t hat n ight . So , again H o lden is  incapab le of  d e al ing w i t h  

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI THE SEARCH FOR... MAYANG SUHITA



4 3  

p hys i c a l  b r u ta l i ty . Again , H o lden i s  reduced t o  t ears . and 

p r o f an ity . 

Go ing ou t w i t h  S a l ly f o r  a d at e , H o ld en s hows h i s  

f ee l ing t hat he i s  d is appoin ted and s ic ken ed b y  the mate

r i a l  values and t he i n human i ty of the wor ld around h im . 

He , through t he course of h i s  se ar c h ,  is  repu l sed and 

f r ighten ed , n ot by what p e op l e  do t o  h im bu t rather by 

what p e op l e  do to e ac h  o t her , and to t hemse lve s . He . l e arns 

t hat most p eop l e  are more i n t e r e s ted in " th ings" ins t e ad 

o f  human values . 

" Take most p e op le ,  t hey ' re c razy abou t car s . T hey 

worry i f  t hey get a l it t le scratch on them , and 

t hey ' re always t a lking abou t how many m i l es t hey 

get to a g a l l on , and if t hey get a b r and-new car 

a l r e ady t hey start t h in king abou t tr ad ing it in 

for one t hat ' s  even n ewer . I d on ' t  even l i ke old 

c ar s . I mean t hey don ' t  even in terest me . I ' d 

rather have a goddam hors e . A horse i s  at l e ast 

human , for God ' s  s ake . . . . . ( 169-17 0 )  

I n  t he course o f  his wand er ings around N ew York , 

H o ld en i s  constan t ly runn ing i n t o  wa l ls t hat separate 

peop l e - - f rom e ac h  other and from themse lve s - - and s hu t  ou t 

l ove . H e  goes to R ad io C i ty M u s ic H a l l f o r  t he Chr i stmas 

p age an t , and t here , as in so many other p l ace s ,  p r e tense 
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has become c ommon and emo t i on t h e r e f o r e  paralyzed . 

I t ' s  supposed t o  b e  r e l ig iou s as he l l , I know , 

and very p r e t ty and a l l ,  bu t I can ' t  see any t h ing 

r e l ig i ou s  or p r e t ty , for God ' s  s ake , abou t 

a bun c h  of  actors c arry ing c ru c i f ixes a l l  over 

t he s t age . W hen they were a l l  f in i shed and start

ed go ing out t he boxe s aga in , you cou ld t e l l they 

cou ld hard ly w a i t  to g e t  a c igarette or some

t hing . ( 17 8 )  

I t  is  p lain t o  see t hat p r e t en s e  i s  a lways presen t in 

t he wor ld around H o ld en . I t  is  what he mean s  by " phon i 

n e ss , " t hat i s  t he absence of  l ove and human i ty in every 

instan c e , w h i l e  he c a l l s  " p hony " f o r  t he t h ings · t hat he 

f inds so d e ep ly r epu l s ive . As in h i s  way to go to see 

P hoebe at her s c hoo l ,  H o ld en f inds another f orm of  p hon i 

n e s s . H e  is  d epressed and shocked b y  t he obscen e w o rds he 

has found s c r ibb l ed not on ly in P hoebe ' s  s c hoo l ,  but in 

the a lmost sacred hal l s  of  t he Museum of N atu ral H is t o ry ,  

since he c annot imagine what i s  go ing to happen i f  the 

c h i ld ren read them . But H o ld en has r e a l i zed t hat " he 

cann o t  ever f ind a p l ace t hat i s  n i c e  and peacefu l ,  be

c au se t he r e  is  not any"  ( 264) . He has r e s ign ed himse l f  to 

t he p hon iness o f  t he w o r ld ; and as f ar as he h imse l f  is 

c on c e rn ed , he c an s imp ly recon c i le i t . 

F r om H o lden ' s  exp e r iences in New York , it appe ars 
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t hat H o lden h imse l f  i s  actua l ly gu i lty of n e ar ly a l l  the 

t h ings o r  t he f au lt s  he f inds in o t he r s  t hat make him c a l l  

t hem ' p hony . · H e  is  e spe c i a l ly gu i l ty of ove rgen e r a l i z ing . 

A l t hough he c omp l ains t ha t  eve rybody-- espe c i a l ly his 

fathe r - - " t h in k  s om e t hing · s  a l l  tru e "  when i t ' s  on ly p a r t l y  

t ru e ,  h e  con c lud e s  w i th his own gen e ra l i zat i on that 

" pe op l e  never n o t ic e  anything" ( 13 ) . H e  also commen ts 

" pe op l e  

in t he 

a l i ke "  

n ever b e l i eve you " ( 48 ) ,  women a lways l e ave 

aisle ( 70 ) ,  " al l  t hose I vy League bas tard s 

( 1 12 ) .  H o ld en obv iou s ly f a i l s  t o  s e e  t hat 

c r i t i c i sms app ly to h imse lf . H e  even d o e s  p r e c ise ly 

he obj ects t o  o t her p e op l e ' s  do ing . H e  d i sp l ays the 

i r r e spon s ib i l i ty t hat he c r i t ic i zes in Strad l at e r  

b ags 

look 

h i s  

what 

vain 

who 

n ever c l e an s  h i s  r a z o r  when he h imse l f  l o s e s  t he f enc ing 

t e am ' s  equ ipmen t .  He s t ands in ano t he r ' s  l ight j u s t  as he 

comp l ains A c k l ey d o e s . He lectures Ackley in t h e  s ame 

t hat he obj e c ts t o  t he histo ry teacher ' s  lectur ing 

L i ke Ackley , H o lden h imse l f  w i l l  do w hat o t h e r s  want 

way 

him . 

on ly 

when he is  shou ted at . L i ke Car l Luc e , Ho lden w i l l  d i scuss 

on ly what he f e e ls l i ke t a l king about ( 18 8 , 7 1 ) . A l t hough 

i t  is  " against h i s  pr in c ip l e s , "  H o ld en a l lows M au r ice , 

an e levato r  operator , to  send a p r o s t itute t o  h i s  r o om 

( 1 1 9 ) . And a l t hough he f inds the s c en e in t he rooms across 

t he hot e l  bu i ld in g  d isgu s t ing , H o ld en adm i t s  t hat " that 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI THE SEARCH FOR... MAYANG SUHITA



46 

kind of j u n k  is s o r t  of f asc inat ing to wat c h , even if he 

does not wan t it t o  be" ( 8 1 ) . 

H o lden c a l l s  o t her s " p hony " a l s o  resu l t ed f rom h i s  

own att itu d e  t ow ard mora l i ty . L i ke o t h e r  ad o lescents , 

H o lden a l so b ases h i s  moral j udgements on h i s  own pe rson a l  

v a l u e s  and s t andard s ,  not o n  soc i a l  c onvent i on s o r  t he 

persuasi on o f  aut hor i t ie s  ( C l arke - Stewar t ,  P e r lmu t t e r  and 

F r i edman 4 05 ) . I n  t h i s  r e sp ec t ,  H o ld en f ac e s  moral d i l em

mas t ha t  he f inds i t  hard t o  accept t he a t t i tud e s  and 

behav io r s  of t he adu l t  s ince he c ompares t hem w i t h  t hose 

of  t he c h i ld ren r at her than takes t hem as t hey are . 

I t  c an be n o t ed , then , t hat H o ld en can n o t  carry ou t 

h i s  p l an in N ew York C i ty s in ce he c annot stand b e ing 

a l on e . H e  n e e d s  s omeon e t o  whom he c an t a l k  t o  abou t h i s  

p r ob l ems . H e  r e a l ly n e ed s  a c ompany w ho g ives him symp athy 

and und er s t and ing . I f  H o ld en were n o t  c on stan t ly s e e k ing 

c ompany , he m ight have thought about h i s  s i tuat ion and h i s  

exp e r iences b u t  h e  i s  n o t  ye t r e ady t o  accept t h i s  d emand

ing int e l l e c tu a l  respon s ib i l i ty . Howeve r ,  Ho lden ' s  f a i l 

u r e s  gen e r a l ly r e su l t  from h i s  own desperate impe tuou s 

n e s s . W hen h e  f i r s t  f a i l s  t o  · arrange a rend ezvou s w i t h  

F a i t h  Cavend i s h ,  he acknow ledges t hat h e  " has f ou l ed that 

u p "  ( 86 ) . A l t hough he f inds one o f  t he g i r ls f rom S e at t l e  '· 

whom he meets in t he L avend e r  Room of h i s  hot e l  t o  

be a marve lous d ancer , h e  rej e c t s  a l l  of  t hem b e c au s e  h e  
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b e l i ev e s  t hat t hey do n o t  know any b e t t e r  than to d r in k  

T om Co l l inses i n  t he m idd l e  of  December or t o  go t o  Rad i o  

C i ty Mus i c  H a l l ( 97 - 8 ) ,  where h e  subsequ en t ly goes him

se l f . He i r r i t at e s  a taxi d r iver w i t h  q u e s t i on s  about the 

d u c ks in Cen t r a l  P ar k  ( 10 7 - 8 ) ,  and he l e aves a n ig ht c lub 

b e c au se he d o e s  n o t  wan t to b e  " bo r ed t o  death"  by an o ld 

f l ame o f  h i s  b r o t h e r ' s  and her n av a l  o f f icer e s c o r t  ( 1 14 ) . 

Even t hough i t  i s  against h i s  p r i n c ip le s , H o lden 

a l lows M au r i c e , an e levator operat o r , to  send a p r o s t i t u t e  

to h i s  room , and f ee l in g  " mu c h . mo r e  d epressed t han sexy "  

( 12 5 ) ,  he attemp ts to engage t h i s  unwi l l ing p r o s t i tu te in 

conv e rsat i on . W hen he r e fu se s  to p ay an ext r a  f ive d o l l ar s  

t h a t  s he and M au r ic e  t ry to b i l k  h im o f , H o lden i s  b e aten 

up , a l t hough h i s  p l aint is  on ly that it  wou ld be d i f f e r en t  

i f  t hey had asked for ten do l l ars to begin w i t h . 

Ho lden ' s  g i r l  f r i end , S a l ly H ay es ,  a l s o  p r ov e s  n o  

more under s t and ing t han t h� prost itute . Sal ly has eviden t 

l y  mad e  her adj u stmen t to t he sop h i s t i c ated l i f e  Ho lden 

hate s . W hen he asks her if she hates schoo l , she rep l i es 

that " it ' s  a t e r r i f ic b o r e , "  but s he d o e s  n o t  " exactly 

hate i t "  ( 169 ) .  W hen he p l eads w i t h  her to run away to the 

wood s  w i t h  h im ,  she t r i e s  to reason w i t h  him by p o in t ing 

out t hat his idea is  " fan tas t i c "  and t hat t h e r e  w i l l  b e  

" ood l e s  of  marve l ou s  p laces t o  go " i f  t hey 
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after he f in i shes c o l l ege ( 172 ) . W hen he te l ls her that 

s he g ives him ·· a roy a l  pain , "  she l e aves in t e ar s , 

H o lden r a t i on a l i z e s  t hat he p r ob ab ly wou ld not have 

her w i t h  h im anyway . Obv iou s ly ,  f r om the way Sal ly 

tempts to c hange the subj e c t  f rom hat ing schoo l and 

n i e s , s he c ann o t  poss i b ly he lp H o ld en because her 

adj u stmen t is  s t i l l  p r ecar iou s ,  and i t  means that 

c ann ot p r ovid e t he und e r s t and ing H o lden n eed s . 

N o t  gett ing the und erstand ing f r om the peop le he 

and 

t aken 

at

pho-

own 

s he 

has 

m e t , H o lden then turns to a more matu re ex- sc hoo lmate , n ow 

a studen t at Co lumb i a , Car l  Luce . But Luce avo ids d i scus

s i on of t he q u e s t ions t hat most d is tu rb H o lden and f in a l ly 

even adv i s e s  that Ho lden s hou ld s e e  a psychiatr i s t . Luce 

hims e l f  i s  d e sc r ibed by H o ld en in t h i s  way 

" . . .  he ' d  make you d e s c r ibe the most 

s tu ff t hat happened t o  you , but i f  you 

personal 

s t a r t ed 

asking him q u e s t ions abou t himself, he got s o r e . 

These inte l l e ct u a l  guys d on ' t  l i ke to have an 

inte l l e c tu a l  conversat ion w i t h  you un l e ss they ' re 

runn ing the w ho l e  t hing . T hey a lways want you to 

s hu t  up w hen they shut up , . . .  " ( 19 1 ) 

I t  is  obv ious t hat H o lden d r aws n o t h ing f rom Car l Luce 

s ince t here i s  n o  aid f o r  t he bew i ldered boy l ike h im in 

such mon o logu e s . 

F in a l ly ,  H o lden turns t o  a st i l l  o ld e r  p erson , M r . 
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An to l in i- - h i s  bes t ,  f avor i t e , and respected t e acher . H r . 

An to l in i  was H o ld en ' s  teache r  when he was studen t of  

E l kton H i l ls ,  to whom he u s u a l ly t a l k .  M r . An to l in i  does 

not m ind be ing d i stu rbed l at e  at n ight by H o lden ' s  c a l l  

and even o f f e r s  h im a refuge . Bu t t h i s  we l l - i n t en t ioned 

man f a i l s  as t he o t h e r s  t o  provide w hat H o lden n e ed s . 

A f t e r  l e c tu r ing H o ld en at great leng t h  abou t n o t  dy ing 

n o b ly f o r  a c au se , bu t l iving humb ly f o r  i t - - e spec i a l ly by 

app lying one ' s  se l f  in sc hoo l - - M r . An to l in i  wakes H o lden 

w ho has at last gon e t o  s le ep by p a t t ing h im on t he head 

w h i c h  he interp r e t s  as p e rver ted . T h i s  not on ly makes 

H o ld en emb ar assed and f r ightened but a l s o  becomes more 

d epressed over a g r e at abundance of  p hon i e s  in adu l t  

wor ld . H e  t hen l eave s  M r . An t o l in i ' s  apartmen t a s  qu ic kly 

as he c an . 

I woke up a l l  o f  a sudd en . I d on ' t  know what 

t ime it was or any t h ing , but I woke up . I f e l t  

somet h ing on m y  head , some guy ' s  hand . Boy , i t  

r e a l ly scared he l l  out o f  me . W hat i t  was , i t  was 

M r . Anto l in i ' s  h and . W hat he was d o ing w as , he 

was s it t ing on t he f loor r ight n ext to the c ou c h ,  

i n  t he d ar k  and a l l ,  and he w a s  s o r t  of  p e t t ing 

or p a t t ing me on t he godd am h e ad . Boy , I ' l l bet I 

j umped abou t a t hous and f e e t . 
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" W ha t  t he he l lya doin� " I s aid . 

" N o t h ing ! I ' m s imp ly s i t t ing here . adm i r ing-- " 

" W hat ' re ya doing anyway ? "  I s a id over aga in . 

I d idn ' t  kn ow what t he he l l  t o  say- - !  mean I was 

embarassed as he l l .  

" H ow ' bout keep ing you r  v o i c e  d own? I ' m s imp ly 

s i t t ing h e r e - - " I  have to go , anyway , " I  said - 

boy , w a s  I n ervou s !  ( 24 9 )  

I n  t h i s  r e spe c t , what matters i s  t hat M r . An t o l in i  i s  

n o t  r e a l ly s en s i t ive t o  H o ld en ' s  c ond i t i on ;  f o r ,  i f  h e  had 

perce ived t he depth of t his boy ' s  d is tu rban c e , he wou ld 

have d on e  n ot h ing t hat m ight pu z z l e  or upset h im . He wou ld 

have l e f t  H o lden s t r i c t ly alon e  u n t i l  t he c r i s i s had past . 

W hatever M r . Ant o l in i ' s  r e a l  purp o s e , h i s  insen s i t iv i ty 

d r ives H o ld en f rom h i s  last re fuge . 

Fac ing t he fact that M r . An t o l in i , the b e s t  t e ac he r  

h e  had ever had and the on ly unphony pe rson h e  kn ew , is 

on e of t ho s e  p e rverts , H o ld en on ce ag ain s i n ks into d is ap 

po in tmen t ,  f ru s t r at ion , and f e ar . H i s  l ast hope f o �  sympa

thy and und e r s t and ing in t he w o r ld o f  his peers and e ld e r s  

has f a i led him . H e  t hen can turn on ly to t he memory of his 

brother A l l ie . W a l king a l ong t h e  s t r e e t  a lone , H o ld en 

p l ead s  w i t h  A l l ie not t o  l e t  him ' d i sapp ear · .  Ho lden su r 

v ive s , and a s  he r e aches t he Sixt ies h e  i s  s i t t ing on 

a benc h , b r e a t h l e s s  and sw� a t ing , he d e c ides t hat he w i l l  
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r u n  away , h e  f an t a s i z e s  to be a d e a f  mu t e  s o  h e  won ' t  have 

any u s e less c onvers at ions w i t h  anybody and he w i l l  hid e  

h i s  c h i ld ren f r om t he ou t s id e  wor ld . Soc i e ty has f a i led 

h im . 

T h i s  d e c i s i on has p roved that a l l  o f  H o ld en ' s  re-

q u e s t s  for 

H olden n ow 

ass i s tan c e  have f ai l ed . T he on ly hope for 

is his l i t t l e  s is t e r  P hoeb e , who- -when she 

l e arn s t hat he p lans to run away- - in s ists on accompany ing 

him . Bu t H o ld en r e a l i z e s  t hat he c annot t ake t h e  r espon s i 

b i l i ty f o r  her ; h e  c annot accept t he r e spon s ib i l i ty o f  

hero-wo r s h ip , b e c au s e  he w i l l  depr ive h e r  o f  t o o  many 

oppo rtun i t i e s  open to her . 

H o lden f in a l ly d e c ides at last t hat he must go home , 

n o t  for his own sake , bu t for Phoebe ' s .  H e  even emphas izes 

this t o  en sur e  t he r e ad e rs by s ay ing " I  r e a l ly d id go home 

af t e rw ard s" ( 274 ) . H o lden even tual ly f inds t he p e ac e  he 

has s ought in t he s ight of Phoebe go ing around and around 

on the carouse l .  He d o e s  n o t  und e r stand why the s ight 

makes h im so happy ; he on ly . f e e l s  t hat " i t was j u s t  t hat 

she l ooks so n ic e "  ( 27 5 ) .  But it can be n o t iced that what 

makes H o lden so happy is  P hoebe ' s  symp athy and a f f e c t i on 

it  t o  him shown t hrough her innoc e n t  gestu re s , a c h i ld ' s 

gestu r e s . 

H o lden ' s  exp e r i en c e s  in N ew York C i ty l e ad s  u s  t o  see 
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t hat he actua l ly s inks into fru s t r at ions and d e sp a i r  more 

and more t here . This cond i t ion r e su l t s  f r om Ho lden ' s  own 

comp ass ion and sens i t iv i ty . H e  is n o t  on ly a boy who i s  

fu l l  o f  tend e rn ess toward h i s  s i s t e r  P hoebe and al l c h i l 

dren bu t h e  i s  also touched b y  persons casu a l ly me t on h i s  

adven tur e . I n  N ew Yor k ,  t he more h e  i s  hu r t , t h e  s o r r i e r  

h e  f e e ls f o r  o t hers . Even though h e  d o e s  not l i ke t he g ir l  

w hose p resence make s h i m  l e ave t h e  n ight c lu b , he f e e l s  

" so r t  of  sorry f o r  her i n  a way "  ( 1 1 3 ) . He .is. s t i l l  

a v i rg in , bec au s e  w henever he has t r i ed t o  " make ou t "  w i t h  

g i r ls and has b e en t o ld t o  stop , h e  has stopped because he 

gets to f ee l ing s o r ry for t hem . He even f e e l s  sorry for 

Jesus b e c ause t he D i c ip l es l e t  H im d own . He adm i ts that he 

has to be c ar e fu l abou t " c al l ing c e r t a in guys b o r e s , "  

b e c au s e  he does not und erstand them ( t hat i s , he does not 

have t ime t o  go around an a ly z ing t hem . ) He  i s  tou ched by 

the two nuns he met in t he sandw i c h  b ar at s t a t ion b ecause 

of  t he i r  very inexpens ive su i tc as e s  and t he ir b r e akfast 

w h i c h  i s  on ly toast and c o f f e e . Du r ing his in t erv i ew w i t h 

H r . An t o l in i ,  H o ld en a l s o  adm i t s  t hat he does n ot hate too 

many guys and t hat , when he does hate peop l e ,  i t  does not 

last t o o  l ong . I f  he does n o t  see p e op l e  for a w hi l e ,  he 

. sort o f ' m i sses t hem ( 24 3 ) . H o lden even t h inks ove r 

what happened in H r . An to l in i ·  s apar tmen t and wond e r s  i f  
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" j u s t  mayb e " he was w rong in t h in king t hat H r . An to l in i  

" w as making a f l i t ty p ass . "  M aybe H r . An to l in i  " j u st l i kes 

to pat guys on t he head w hen they are as l eep . "  A s k ing 

himse l f , " how c an you t e l l  abou t t hat s t u f f  for su r e ? , "  he 

rep l i e s , " You c an ' t " ( 253 ) . T h i s  an swer l ead s d i r e c t l y  to 

t he end of  t he book , in w h i c h  H o ld en reports t hat he has 

begun to 

t hat he 

" mi s s "  eve rybody he has wr itten abou t ,  even t hose 

has " hated " mos t - - S t r ad late r ,  A c k l ey , and t he 

worst o f  a l l ,  M au r ice , the d ishone s t  and bru tal e l evator 

ope r a t or .  I n  t he l ight of  what H o ld en t o ld H r . An t o l in i ,  

h i s  " mi s s ing" t hem ind i c ates t hat he has n o  longer " ha t e s "  

t hem s ince he r e al izes that t hey , too , n e ed und e r s t and ing 

as he does . 

T he exp e r i en c e s  of  H o lden d r i f t ing abou t in N e w  York 

C i ty for three d ays , f in a l ly ,  br ings h im to observe what 

" adu l t  wor ld " is  rea l ly l i ke and t o  accept the f a c t  t hat 

there is  n o  p lace f o r  h im . I t  seems that Ho lden hims e l f  is 

not r e ady yet t o  get invo lved w i t h  such wor ld s in c e  he has 

no ab i l ity to d is t ingu i s h  between importan t  and un impor

t an t  exper iences or to rea l i ze t hat he canno t  r e t a in them 

a l l .  Adu l t  s o c i e ty , t hen , has n o t  on ly f a i led h i m  b u t  a l so 

br ings him at l ast to stay at a rest- home . 
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C .  THE INF LUENCE OF AD ULT SOCIETY OH H OLDEN · s  

SEARCH F OR IDENTITY 

Ado lescen t s  t end t o  t hin k t hat t hey are more impor

tant and unusual than they real ly are and to imag i n e  that 

t hey s t and b e f ore an aud i ence atten t ive t o  t he i r  every 

word and act ion ( C l arke -Stewar t , P e r lmu t t e r , and F r i edman 

4 05 ) . T h i s  r eason makes soc i e ty always hav e  a b ig inf lu

ence in t he f orming of ado l escen t s ' s e l f - id en t ity , e spe

c i a l ly because t hey a f f e c t  ado l escen t s ' att i tu d e s  and 

behav io r s  by t he ir d emands , ru l e s , and p rej ud i c e s . 

I t  is  t he f a c t  t hat soc i e ty a lways takes a b ig p ar t  

i n  ado l escen t s · l if e , espec i a l ly becau s e  ad o l escen ts have 

to f ace the i r  maj or task to r e sp lv e  the iden t i ty c r i s i s  

which t akes t ime - - t ime to f ind and f i t  tog e t h e r  a l l  the 

p i ece s , to f ind t he r o l e s , t he work , the at t i tud e s , and 

t he values t hat w i l l  l e t  t he ado l escen t take a p l ace in 

adu l t  s o c i e ty . And t h i s  also happens to H o lden ' s  l i f e  in 

w h i c h  peop le around him--the adu lt soc iety-- has in f luen ced 

h im b ad ly .  H i s  advent u r e  d r i f t ing about in N ew York C i ty 

l e t s  h im see that adu l t  wor ld i s  evi l ,  corrup t , and fu l l  

o f  hypocr isy , a k ind of wor ld t hat he does not w ish to 

enter . It t hen makes h im f e e l  d i s appo inted , depressed and 

f ru st r at ed . I t  a l s o  d r ives him to rej e c t  to grow up s in c e  

he r e a l i ze s  that n o  r o l e  for himse l f  there . 
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I t  is  not surp r i s ing , t hen , t hat Ho lden himse l f  f inds 

it d if f i cu l t  to l e ave his c h i ld hood ' s  memor i e s . his past 

exp e r iences . H e  becomes c lo s e r  to c h i ld ren t han the adu l ts 

and a ls o  f e e l s  h appy and p e ac e f u l  when ever he d e a l s  w i t h  

t hem . When Ho lden g e t s  depress ed ove r t he ab sence of  love 

and human i ty o f  adu l t  w o r ld . for in s tance , he f in d s  the 

p e ac e  in the l i t t l e  boy he meets in t he midd le of  his 

adven tu re , w ho i s  a regu l ar kid , happy , and inno c en t ly 

s ing ing " Coming T hrough the Rye . "  

H e  had a p r e t ty l it t le v o i c e , too . . .  �he cars 

zoomed by , brakes s c r e e c hed a l l  ove r the p l ace , 

h i s  paren ts paid n o  atten t i on to him . and he kept 

on w a l k ing n ext to t he cu rb and s ing ing ·• I f  

a body catch a b ody coming t hrough the rye . "  I t  

mad e  me f e e l  b e t te r . I t  mad e me f e e l  n o t  d e 

pressed any more . ( 158 ) 

W hen n o  one o f  t he e ld e rs c an give h im und e rs t and ing and 

symp a t hy ,  H o ld en gets them f r om P hoeb e . h i s  l i t t le s i s t e r . 

who n o t  on ly gives her a f f e c t ion bu t a l s o  p e ac e fu ln e s s  to 

him . And when he f a l l s  into d i sappo in tmen t and fear s in c e  

he f igu r e s  out t hat M r . An to l in i  i s  on e o f  tho s e  f l i t s  and 

p erver t ed guys . H o lden is s aved by t he memory of A l l i e .  

h i s  d e ad brot her . 

I t  is  p l ain to see . t hen , t hat i t  i s  d i f f icu l t  for 

Ho lden t o  move t o  adu l t  wor ld becau s e  he hims e l f  does not 
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w an t  t o  en t e r  to such " p hony wor ld "  that a lw ays threatens 

to engu l f  him . 

T he r e ad e r s  can n o t ice t hat Ho lden c ann o t  accept the 

adu l t  wor ld for what i t  is ahd l ive in it . As he remarks 

t hat h i s  b r o t he r , D . B . , is  n ow ou t in H o l lywood , be ing 

a " pros t i tu t e , "  H o ld en actua l ly t r i e s  to p r o t e s t  aga i n s t  

h im ,  w h o  c hooses to l ive i n  H o l lywood and become a w r i t e r  

w i t h  a lot of money from h i s  commer c i a l  s t o r i e s  r at her 

t han j u st to be a r egu l a r  w r i t e r  l i ke he u s ed to b e , when 

he was home . H o ld en a l s o  rej e c t s  t he n o t ion of a conven 

t ion a l  f u tu re in w h i c h  he wou ld w o r k  in an o f f i c e , make 

a l o t  o f  doug h ,  buy cars , r ide in c abs , p l ay br idge and 

p l ay g o l f , d r i n k  M ar t in is or go to t he mov i e s . F rom h i s  

conversat ion w i t h  P ho ebe , i t  appears t hat P hoebe ' s  obse r 

vat i on i s  r ight t hat H o ld en d oe s  n o t  l i ke anyt hing t hat i s  

h appen ing . He  rej ects to be a s c ie n t i s t  be cause he is not 

good a t  sc ience , or a lawy e r  l i ke h i s  father b e c au s e  

a l awyer i s  " p hony" t hat on e g o e s  around sav ing p e op l e ' s  

l iv e s  w i thout knowing he does i t  b e c au se he r e a l ly �an ts 

to do so or j ust becau se what he real l y  wan ts t o · d o  is  be 

a t er r i f ic l awye r ,  w i t h  everybody s l app ing him on t he back 

and congratu l a t ing h im in cou r t  when t he t r i a l  is  ove r , 

t he r eporters and everybody . H o ld en p r e f e rs t o  b e  " the 

catcher in t he rye . "  He  has h i s  own p r i vate vis ion in 
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w h i c h  many young c h i ldren are p layi ng in a l arge f i e ld . 

Every t ime one of t he kids comes c lo s e  t o  t he edge o f  t he 

c l i f f , H o ld en i s  t h e r e  t o  keep them f r om f a l l ing o f f . 

Anyway , I keep p i c tu r ing a l l  t h e s e  l it t l e  kid s  

p l ay ing some game i n  t h i s  b ig f i e ld of rye and 

a l l .  T hous ands of l it t l e  k id s , and n ob ody ' s  

aroun d - -n obody b i g ,  I mean - - excep t me . And I ' m 

s t and ing on t he edge o f  s ome c razy c l if f . W hat I 

have t o  do , I have to c a t c h  eve rybody i f  they 

st art to go over t he c l i f f - - !  me an if t hey ' r e 

runn ing and t hey don ' t  look where t hey ' r e go ing I 

have t o  c ome ou t f r om somewhere and c at c h  t hem . 

T hat ' s  a l l I ' d do a l l  d ay . I ' d j u s t  be the catch

er in t he rye and a l l . ( 224- 22 5 ) 

The " c razy c l i f f "  H o lden has ment ioned may b e  i4en t i f  ied 

in many w ays , but i t  i s  most obv i ou s ly the b o rd e r  b e tween 

t he c a r e f r e e  innocen c e  of c h i ldhood and the p hony adu l t  

wor ld t hat H o lden h imse l f  d o e s  n o t  w i s h  to en t e r . H i s on ly 

amb i t ion is t he comp le t e ly unre a l i s t i c  one -0f keep ing 

c h i ld r e n  f r om growing up so t hey wou ld n o t  en t e r  t he adu l t  

wor ld . 

I n  t h i s  c ase , what H o lden actu a l ly w an ts i s  t o  

v e n t  the innocence and t h e  pu r i ty of c h i ld hood from 

c e as ed or d es t royed by t he ev i l ,  corrupt and p hony 

wor ld . In h i s  m ind c h i ldren s hou ld be l e f t  a l on e  as 

p r e 

be ing 

adu l t  

the 
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w ay t hey are so t he i r  innocence wou ld n o t  be inf luenced o r  

ru ined b y  adu l t  wor ld . But H o ld en t hen r e a l i zes that i t  i s  

imposs ib l e . 

and move 

P eop le a lw ays c hange ; c h i ldren w i l l  grow 

t o  adu l t  wor ld . As he v i s i t s  the museum , 

up 

he 

c ommen t s  on t he way t he past is  prese rved in this Museum 

of N at u r a l  H is t o ry . He p o in t s  ou t the p e rman e n c e  of c e r 

t ain of t he d isp l ays as opposed to t he constan t ly chang ing 

n atu r e  of human be ings . 

Certain t h ings t hey shou ld s t ay t h e  way t hey are . 

You ought t o  b e  ab l e  �o  s t i c k  t hem in one of 

t hose b ig g l as s  cases and j u s t  l e ave t hem a l on e . 

I know t hat ' s  imposs i b l e , bu t i t ' s  too bad any

w ay . ( 1 58 ) 

H o ld en r e a l i z e s  t hat human b e ings a lways c hange , so i t  i s  

impos s ib le t o  keep t hem as t h e  way t hey are mean ing that 

it i s  a l s o  impossib l e  t o  keep one ' s  p ast exp e r i e n c e s  f r om 

t he n ew ones . 

F r om H o lden ' s  a t t i tudes , i t  i s  obv iou s t hat s o c i e ty 

has a ff e c t ed h im . H e , f o r  i n s t ance , accepts u n c r i t i c a l ly 

p r ej ud ic e s  of h i s  c lass . And examp l e s  o f  h i s  uncon s c i ou s  

acceptan c e  o f  t he p r ej ud i c e s  o f  t he upp e r - m idd l e  c lass are 

f ound in his c r i t i c i sm of t he . g i r l s  f r om S e at t l e  he m e e t s  

w h o  " d id n o t  know any b e t t e r " than to d r in k Tom Co l l in s e s  

i n  December ( 97 ) ,  in h i s  r e f u s a l  t o  wear h i s  be l oved red 
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hun t ing cap into t he ho te l becau se he does n ot wan t  

" to look l i ke a s c rewba l l  or some t hing" ( 79 ) ,  i n  h i s  

ackn ow l edgemen t t hat he f inds it e asy to be rooms w i t h  

Strad la t e r  on ly b e c au s e  " t hey both have good luggag e "  

( 142 ) ,  in h i s  s t atement that h e  never says " crud e t h ings " 

t o  g i r l s  ( 17 8 ) ,  and in his con s t an t ly p e r f o rm ing the t r a i t  

of  d e s c r ib ing whatever is . spon taneous i n  h i s  b e hav i o r  as 

"mad , " b ec au se everybody e sp e c i a l ly H o ld en ' s  f at h e r , has 

t o ld h i m  t hat he acts as i f  he w e r e  " on ly about twe lve " 

( 1 3 ) . 

H o ld en hims e l f  is  actu a l ly r emoved f r om soc i e ty . H e  

a lways f inds i t  d if f icu l t  t o  c ommun icate o r  contact w i t h  

others . H e  t r i e s  t o  b e  ind ependent n o t  to r e ly upon soc ie

ty s ince he c annot t r u s t  p eop le and does n o t  wan t  t o  d e a l  

w i t h  t ho s e  " phon i e s . "  I f  h e  t hen does n o t  wan t  to app ly 

hims e l f  at sc hoo l ,  i t  i s  b ec au s e  he l e arn s t hat i t  is fu l l  

o f  p hon ies , b e s id e s  he b e l ieves t hat t o  be a d e cen t human 

be ing , i t  is  n o  n e ed to have educat ion . I f  he has a d i f f i 

cu l ty t o  l e ave h i s  past exp e r i e n c e s  espe c i a l ly h i s  c h i ld 

hood ' s  memo r i es , i t  i s  because he d o e s  n o t  w i s h  to g r o w  u p  

and e n t e r  t he evi l  and c o r ru p t  adu l t  wor ld w h i c h  i s  fu l l  

o f  pretense and lacks o f  l ove and human ity . I f  he p r e f e rs 

to d ream o f  be ing a her o - - " a  catcher in t he rye " - - ,  i t  

resu l t s  from h i s  f a i lu r e  in search ing for suc h  a hero t hat 

he n ever f inds . And if he , f in a l ly ,  f ai l s  t o  attain or 
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create h i s  own s e l f - id en t i ty ,  it is b e c ause he has no one 

who c an gu id e and he lp h im t hr ough t h i s  t e r r i fy ing p e r iod 

w i t h  d e e p  und e r s t and ing . 

S o c i e ty , t hen , has n o t  on ly f a i l ed H o lden in h i s  

sear c h  for iden t i ty ,  but a l s o  makes him hard to accept 

human c ond i t i on for what it  is  and to res ign h imse l f  to 

t he exi s t en c e  of inj u s t ic e , ugl in e s s  and p a in . He becomes 

a r ebe l ,  e it her against t he mater i a l i sm and u g l in ess of 

' ' soc i ety " or  aga in st t he r e a l i t ie s  of the adu l t  wor ld . And 

if H o ld en b ecomes a r e be l ,  i t  is b e c au s e  he i s  su f f e rr ing 

f r om t he way t hings are , always and everywhere , in a 

corrupt wor ld . H e  is  the one who d o e s  n o t  kn ow how t o  

d i s t ingu i s h  between important and un importan t  exp e r i en c e s , 

or how to accept or to ignore t h ings t hat happen around 

h i m . H o ld e n  i s  , t hen , not s imp ly a v i c t im of  soc i e ty o f  

modern l i f e  but ,  spec i f i c a l ly , a v i c t i m  o f  adu l t  soc i e ty . -
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