
C H A P T E R  X V  

C O N C L LIS X O N 

H o lden C au l f i e ld i s  a young ado l escen t who has to 

und e rgo h i s  ad o l escence as h i s  deve l opmen t a l p e r iod 

w it hout the kind of pare n t a l  gu idan c e . H is schoo l f a i l s  to 

t ake t he p l ace o f  h i s  p ar en t s , w h i l e  his schoo lmate s  are 

too obsessed w i t h  t he i r  own bus in e ss . 

H o lden is  an ado le sc en t  f igur e  who attemp t s  to s earch 

for iden t i ty by g e t t ing himse l f  in to t he adu l t  wor ld . H is 

f l ight f r om h i s  prep sc hoo l lead s  h im into a s e r i e s  o f  

adventures in w h i c h  h e  c an observe and s e e  that adu l t  

wor ld i s  evi l ,  corrupt , and fu l l  of  hypocr isy , a kind o f  

wor ld t hat h e  does n o t  w i s h  to en t e r  or l ive in . H e  r e 

j ec t s  to grow up s in c e  h e  r e a l i z e s  t hat there is  n o  p l ace 

and r o l e  f o r  h imse l f  in adu l t  wor ld . T h e r e f ore , he wan t s  

to b e  " a  c at c h e r  i n  t he rye , "  h i s  own p r ivate v i s i on i n  

which h e  become s t he one who p r even ts c h i ld ren from f a l l 

ing o f f  t he c l i f f , mean ing t hat h e  p r even ts t hem f rom 

grow ing up and f rom e n t e r ing the p hony adu l t  wor ld . 

I n  c on c lu s ion . i t  can be s t ated t hat in The Ca t cher 

in the Rye H o lden Cau l f ie ld emerge s as a young ado l e s cen t 

who f a i l s  in h i s  search f or ident i ty not on ly becau s e  he 

has nobody to gu ide h im to undergo his ado l escence , but 

a l so becau se he has no ab i l i ty to d i s t ingu i s h  b e tween 
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impo r t an t and u n i mp o r t a n t e xp e r i e n c e s  o r  to r e a l i z e t ha t  

he c an n o t  r e t a in t h e m  a l l ;  he c an n o t  i n t e g r at e  p a s t  exp e 

r i e n c e s  and c an n o t  i d e n t i f y w i t h t h e  p r e s e n t  r o l e  e xp e c t a

t i o n s . H o l d en b e c o m e s  t h e  v i c t i m o f ad u l t  s o c i e ty o r  o f  

s o c i e t y o f  mod e r n l i f e  s i n c e  h e  n ev e r l e a r n s  t o  l o v e  t he 

p e r v a s i v e  p ho n i n e s s  o f  mod e rn l i f e . T h e  w o r ld i s  g e n er a l ly 

l' p h ony , "  b u t  H o ld e n mu s t  a c c e p t i t  a s  i t  i s  a n d  mu s t  w o r k  

ou t h i s  o w n  s a l v a t i on . S o  w h a t  H o l d e n  c a l l s  p hon i n e s s  i s  

�n av o id ab l e  i n  ad u l t  l i f e  t ha t  h e  n ev e r  g e t s  w e l l  un t i l  h e  

ac c e p t s  t h i s  k i n d  o f  b e hav i o r  i n  h ims e l f  and o t h e r s . I f  

H o l d e n  c an t a k e  a l e s son f r om a l l  h i s  expe r i en c e s , h e  w i l l  

r e a l i z e  t ha t  an ind i v i du a l  w h o  i s  r e ad y  t o  e n t e r  adu l t  

w o r ld i s  t h e on e w ho can d e c id e  w h a t  i s  r i g h t  o r  w hat i s  

n o t  f o r  h i m a e l f  a s  t h e  s ig n a l  o f  m a tu r i t y . 

H o ld en i s  a s en s i t i v e  p e r s on w ho f e e l s  p a i n fu l ,  

� i s appo i n t ed , and s i c ke n ed b y  hu man b e h av i o r , t he r e f or e , 

he f i nd s i t  d i f f i cu l t  t o  ad j u s t  h i m s e l f  t o  s o c i e ty . I f  

H o l d en i s  w i l l i n g  t o  d o  s o , h e  w i l l  b e  s u c c e s s f u l i n  

a t t a i n i n g  h i s  id en t i t y .  B u t h e  p r e f e r s  t o  i so l a t e  h im s e l f  

f r om s o c i e ty , t h e  o u t s i d e  w o r ld . T h i s  a c t i o n  t he n  n ot on ly 

b r i n g s  h i m to un ab l e  t o  f a c e  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  of the adu l t  

w o r l d and f a i l i n  t h e d i s c ov e ry o f  s e l f , bu t a l s o t r ap p ed 

in n s t a t e  o f  r o l e  c o n f u s i on . 
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