
ApperdiJ: 

SYNOPS I S  

H o lden i s  a young ad o l e sc e n t  o f  s ix teen , a nat ive N ew 

Yorke r , w ho has to s t ay at a men t a l  hosp i t a l  or a · re s t  

home · aft e r  h i s  exp e r i ence d r i �t ing abou t i n  N ew Y o r k  C i ty 

for three d ay s . Stay ing t h e r e , H o lden t e l l s abou t h i s  

exp e r i ence in f ound ing a great abundance o f  p hon i e s  in 

adu l t  wor ld by c ompos ing a s t o ry in a l ong f l ashbac k . 

T he f las hb ac k beg in s on S aturd ay af t e rn o on a few d ays 

b e f o r e  t h e  beg inn ing of C hr i s tmas v acat i on when H o lden 

v i s i ted M r . Spencer , h i s  h i st ory teache r ,  b e f o r e  he went 

home on W ednesday . Go ing bac k t o  h i s  d orm , H o ld en had an 

argument w i t h  h i s  roomate w h i c h  ended up w i t h  a f ight . 

H o lden t hen changed h i s  m ind and l e f t  P en cey r ight t hat 

n ight . 

H o ld en w a lked t he w ho l e  w ay t o  t he t r a i n  s t a t i on and 

c aught a train for N e w  Yor k . He got off at Penn S t at i on 

and took a c ab to the Edmon t Hot e l . In  h i s  room he c ou ld 

s e e  p erver t ed act ivi t i e s  in rooms ac ross f rom h i s . F e e l ing 

d ep r es s ed and l on e some , H o ld en cal l ed a whore b u t  t he c a l l 

was unproduc t ive . H e  then went down to the c lub in t he 

h o t e l  and d e c id ed to go t o  Ern i e ' s ,  a n ightc lub where h i s  
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brother used to t ake h im . 

B ac k  at t he hot e l ,  H o lden was so l i c ited by t he e l eva

tor operator who prom ised to get him a prost i t u t e . H o lden 

accept ed bu t when the g i r l  arr ived , he was ove r c ome w i t h  

emb ar rassmen t and sen t h e r  away by p ay ing he r the f ive 

d o l lars he and t he e l evator operator , M au r i c e , had agr e ed 

upon . T he g i r l  in s i s t ed i t s  ten do l l ars but Ho lden refused 

t o  p ay more . A few minu t e s  l a t e r , Mau r ice and t he pros t i 

tute r e turned t o  ge t t he o t he r  f ive d o l l a r s  but Ho lden 

s t i l l  r e fu sed to p ay i t . F in a l ly ,  they got the i r  mon ey by 

abus ing H o lden . 

T he n ext morn ing , H o ld en c a l l ed Sa l ly H aye s �- t he g i r l  

whom h e  used t o  g o  ou t w i th- - for a d at e  that d ay . A f t e r 

ward s , he w e n t  t o  a l it t l e  sandwi c h  b a r  whe re h e  met these 

two nuns who let him g ive ten bucks as a contr ibu t ion . 

After hav ing breakfas t , Ho lden took a l ong w a l k . H e  met 

a f am i ly j us t  coming ou t o f  chu rc h ,  w a l k ing in f ront of  

him- - a  f at her , a mother , and a l i t t l e  kid abou t s ix years 

o ld . T hey looked sort of  poor . T he kid was s ing ing and 

humming a song : " If a body m e e t  a body coming through t he 

rye . . . . . t hat Ho lden misheard " I f a body catch a body 

coming t hroug h t he rye . . .  " This song mad e H o ld en f � e l  b e t 

t e r ,  not s o  d epressed anymore . 

W hen H o lden had a d at e  w i t h  S a l ly ,  he mad e  her angry . 

Sal ly t hen as ked h im t o  l e ave her a l on e , and H o lden f in a l -
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ly l e f t  h e r  to W ic ker b ar in t he Se ton H o te l . H o lden g o t  

d ru n k  and t hi s  c ond i t ion brought h im t o  f e e l  d epressed and 

l on esome aga in . H e  d e c ided to go to Cen t r a l  P ar k ,  s i t t ing 

d own on the b e n c h  and started t hi n k ing ·about A l l ie , h i s  

l ate b r o t he r , and P hoebe . A f t e rward s , H o lden l e f t  t h e  

p ar k ;  h e  w e n t  home t o  sneak i n  t he apartmen t to s e e  

P hoebe . 

I n  t h e  b ed r o om , H o ld en had a conversat i on w i t h  

P hoebe , w ho s howed h e r  d isapp o intment f o r  h e r  brother 

s i n c e  he got t he ax . Ho lden t hen p honed Hr . An to l in i - - h i s  

b e s t  t e ac he r  a t  E l kton H i l ls Sc hoo l - -whom t o ld him t o  come 

r ig ht over if  he wan ted t o . So , when his paren t s  c ame home 

f r om a p ar t y  e ar l ie r  t han he exp e c t ed , H o ld en sne aked out 

of the apartment and went t o  H r . An to l in i ' s  hou se . 

A t  M r . Anto l in i ' s  hou s e , H o lden got adv ised a l o t . At 

t hat n ight H o lden stayed t here bu t w hen he w as s l eep ing , 

he fe l t  somet hing on h i s  head , some guy ' s  hand . .  H o lden 

woke up a l l  of sudden and f ound t hat it was M r . An t o l in i ' s  

hand ; he was s it t ing on t he f lo o r  r ight n ext to the c ou c h  

in t he d ar k ,  and h e  w a s  s o r t  o f  p at t ing h im o n  h i s  head . 

H o ld en rememb ered what Lu ce said at W ic ke r  Bar about 

f l ir t s  and l esb i an s  so he got d r·es s ed as f ast as p o s s ib l e  

and wen t out qu ic kly lying to M r . An to l in i  t hat h e  had t o  

go t o  the s tat i on where h e  had l e f t  a l l  h i s  bags . F in a l ly ,  
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H o lden d e c ioed he wou ld go away , n ever went home aga in and 

never went away to an other schoo l again ; he j u st wan t ed t o  

s ay good-bye t o  Phoebe . 

Phoebe wan t ed to go w i t h  H o lden , but he d id n o t  wan t 

to take her w i t h  him i f  he r e a l ly wen t away . Bu t H o lden 

t hen c hanged his m ind ; he w as n o t  go ing away anywhere and 

he was go ing home w it h  P hoebe . 

G e t t ing home , H o lden got s i c k . H e ,  then , has to s t ay 

in a · re s t  home · where a psychoanalyst ke eps a s k ing him 

w i t h  so many q u e s t i on s . But , even af t e r  the t r e atmen t , 

H o lden s t i l l  d o e s  n o t  know the answe r s , and t he on ly t hing 

he knows is t hat he n ow s t a r t s  m i s s ing everybody he has 

t o ld about . -
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