
APPENDIX IV 

THE FEATURES OF THE SOFTWARE 

I. Opening scene 

1 Houns 
2 Simple Verbs & Ten se s  

3 Verb Forms 

4 Adjecti�es & Adverbs 
5 Pronouns & Prepositions 

G Sentences 
7 Standard English 

The first interface of the 
software. A CD-ROM 
application, the one which 
is created by re-Animate 
Educational Software and 
published by Dorling 
Klndersley. The CD
ROM's title is Leaming 
English with DK 

After a brief animation 
movie, the software then 
shows the appearance of 
an animated character 
named Hamish McGee. 
He will then explain the 
definition about grammar. 
Some of the animation 
features are shown during 
the explanation. Next, the 
user may choose a subject. 
In this case, the writer 
chooses ' nouns'.  
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II. Explanation about nouns 

Nouns are words we use 
to put ruunes on people, 

places and things. 

dog 
Hamish� 

name � 
-L 

In this scene, the character, 
Hamish McGee, explains 
the definition of 'nouns'. 
Before the explanation takes 
place, there are some short 
exercises about nouns. The 
computer just wants to 
know about the user's 
understanding about the 
subject. The writer skips 
these exercises because the 
exercises are already given 
in the paper-based exercises. 

Still in the same scene, 
Hamish McGee gives a 
clearer definition of nouns 
by giving some examples. 
The moving text and 
another character like dog 
accompany this explanation. 
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m.Explanation about common nouns 

Common Nouns 
are words used for any 
general person, place or 

thing in the world. 

Common Nouns 
dog table 

song whisper 
sausage sea 

crisps 

Common Nouns 
CotnJnOn nouns mrt with a 

lowercase lette?. 
Never use a capital letter for a 
COtnJnOn noun � it .starts a 

sentence. 

After giving the description 
about nouns, the character 
explains that there are 
different types of nouns. 
Some of them are common 
nouns, proper nouns, 
abstract nouns, and plurals. 
Next, the scene goes to the 
explanation about common 
nouns. Hamish McGee then 
defines the term. 'common 
nouns'. 

Some examples of the 
common nouns are also 
given here. 

A more detail explanation is 
then given. The bell will 
ring each time the character, 
Hamish McGee, gives an 
important point to 
remember. After the 
explanation, there will be 
some exercises about 
common nouns. 
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IV. Explanation about proper nouns 

Proper Nouns 
Proper nouns are words 

we use for special or 
particular people, places 

and things. 

man 
country 

common noung 

Hamish 
Scotland 

proper nouns 

Next, the scene continues to 
the explanation of 'proper 
nouns.' 

Hamish McGee shows the 
difference between common 
nouns and proper nouns. 

Then, three men pops up 
from the bottom. This is to 
give a clearer description 
about proper nouns. One 
thing is mentioned here that 
the names of particular 
people are proper nouns. 
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Another example of the use 
of proper nouns is also 
given. It includes the names 
of particular places which 
are also proper nouns. 

Still in the same scene, other 
examples of proper nouns 
are shown, which cover 
days of the week, months of 
the year, and brand names. 

Finally, like other subjects, 
after one topic is finished, 
some exercises are given. 
When the user does all 
questions correctly, the 
character, Hamish McGee, 
will show a happy face and 
will say 'Welldone'. Then 
he will explain about each 
question and how to deal 
with it. 
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V. Explanation about abstract nouns 

Abstract Nouns 
Abstract nouns are the words we 
use to put names on feelings and 
qualities. 

love courage 
happiness 

sadness tiredness happiness 

• 

-s1on 
• 

-t1on 
vision discussion 

The next scene is the 
explanation about abstract 
nouns. 

Hamish McGee gives the 
explanation about bow to 
fonn most of the abstract 
nouns. A paintbrush will 
then move as if it painted 
the whiteboard to write 
some text. 

Some questions are given at 
the end of the explanation. 
The user is supposed to 
answer each question 
correctly by dragging the 
tick to the sentences which 
contain abstract nouns and 
the cross to sentences which 
do not. 
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VI. Explanation about plurals 

One cat is singular. 
Cat is a singular noun. 

Two cats is plural. 
Cats is a plural noun. 

Six basic rules about the creation 
of the plural form of nouns: 

Rule 1 : Most nouns 
fonn their plural by 

adding an s. 

cats tables 

The last part of the nouns 
explanation is plurals. 

Hamish McGee describes 
the difference between 
singular and plural. One cat 
and two cats are taken 
example here to show the 
difference. 

The character, Hamish 
McGee, then explains six 
basic rules about the 
creation of the plural form 
of nouns. He starts with rule 
number 1. 
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Rule 2: Nouns ending 
in y either add an s or 
change form to ies. 

monkeys ladies 

Rule 3 :  Most nouns 
ending in f or fe make 
their plural with ves. 

calf ---+calves 
wife ---+wives 

of the plural fonn of nouns: 

Rule 4: Nouns ending in 
ch, sh, ss, and x add es. 

churches 
brushes 

foxes 

An Explanation and 
examples of rule 2. 

An Explanation and 
examples of rule 3. 

An Explanation and 
examples of rule 4. 
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. ) 

of the plural form of noung: 

Rule S: Most nouns 
ending in o add es. 

volcanoes 

of the plural form of noung: 

Rule 6: Some words 
have irregular plurals. 

tooth-+ teeth 
man-+ men 

An Explanation and 
examples of rule 5. 

An Explanation and 
examples of rule 6. 

At the end of the 
explanation, some questions 
are given to verify the 
user's understanding about 
plurals. Here, the user is 
asked to drag the 
appropriate boxes to create 
the correct plural form of 
these words. 
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