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CHAPTER Ill : 

ANALYSIS 

Burgess and Wallin propose the theory that: .. love, mutual 

enjoyment of sexual relations and emotional interdependence are 

typically the strongest social-psychological factors holding the 

married couple together and making for happiness and satisfaction in 

that relation ... (Peterson 245). The work, The cricket on the Hearth, 

also reflected two out of those three factors, which are love and 

emotional interdependence. In the story, John's love for Mary grows. 

His love for her is important, as well as the emotional 

interdependence between John and Mary, because the success of their 

marriage is more or less created and reflected from the relationship 

from one to another. 

A. John's Early Relation With His spouse 

Every new-bride will surely expect their marriage to be 

successful and happy. Having being married for a year, John 

Peerybingle had what he considered a happy marriage. He had a small 

but comfortable house, a young and beautiful wife, and a baby of two­

month old. He had these three and was happy and easily contented. 

John Peerybingle, the main character of the story, worked as a 

carrier. He carried goods and people by a carriage for payment. He 
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worked from morni ng unti l the dark came , thus he hardly knew what Mary 

did dai l y  i n  home . John was a sturdy figure of man , great rugged 

figure: " thi s l umberi ng , slow, honest John ; thi s John so heavy, but 

so 11ght of sp1 ri t; so rough upon the surface , but so gentle at the 

core; so dul l wi thout , so qui ck wi thi n ;  so stol i d  but so good! 11 (163) . 

The wri ter consi ders John as a ki nd-hearted and j ovi al person . That 

was why al l nei ghbors l i ked to have a cheerful word wi th John , though 

he was not a great tal ker himself. 

The story began i n  one eveni ng i n  late January, as Mary was 

cooki ng i n  the ki tchen . It was almost the time for John to come home 

when Mary had done wi th the cooki ng .  Mary Peerybi ngle ,  John 's  wife ,  

was often l eft home alone unt1 1 dawn when he came home from hi s work . 

she always wai ted for the comi ng of her husband and the other fam1 ly 

members home in the eveni ng .  She was at the ti me alone at home and was 

fai thful ly wai t i ng for them to come . Havi ng nothi ng more to do, Mary 

l i ghted a candle ,  for 1 t  was getti ng dark . She l ooked out of the 

wi ndow, where she saw nothi ng, but her own face i maged i n  the glass , 

owi ng to the darkness outs i de .  The condi tion of the open country was 

dul l and black though i t  was supposed to be wi nter, i n  January. Mary 

might have l ooked a l ong way through the wi ndow and seen nothing ni ce 

outsi de .  The condition outsi de the house was completely di fferent wi th 

the i nside i ndeed : 

It ' s  a dark ni ght , sang the kett l e ,  and the rotten l eaves 

are l yi ng by the way; and, above , al l i s  m1 st and 
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darkness , and , below ,  al l i s  mi re and clay; and there's 

onl y  one rel ief i n  al l the sad and murky ai r; . •  and the 

wi ldest open country i s  a l ong dul l streak of 

bl ack ; _.(161) . 

Whi le  i nsi de the house , the cri cket's chi rp voi ce resounded through 

the house . The wri ter has observed thei r house as a s i mp 1 e one , yet 

full of merry sounds of soundi ng wal l ornaments and furniture , such as 

a l i ttle waxy-faced Dutch clock that stri kes every i ntended hour , and 

the Moori sh Palace-a clock wi th a cuckoo i nside i t, l ocked i n  a trap 

door. Besi des these wal l ornaments , there was a kettle i n  the ki tchen 

whose l i d  wi l l  burst i nto the ai r at the time the water boi l ,  and wi l l  

grows mel l ow  and musi cal a�erwards , because the l id performed a sort 

of j i g ,  dance up and down qui ckly and clatters l i ke a cymbal . The 

merri est sound of al l was the shri 1 1, sharp , pie rci ng voi ce of a 

cri cket , whi ch usual l y  stood , on the hearth i nside the house . Its 

chi rp combi ned wi th the kettle ' s  fi reside song of comfort , and 

streamed i nto a ray of a candle that shone out through the wi ndow, and 

"seems to twi nkl e  i n  the outer darkness l i ke a star" (162). The wri ter 

bel i eves that bei ng dwel t  i n  thi s gleami ng house wi th such exci ti ng 

sounds accompanyi ng her ,  Mary wouldn't certai nly feel so much di stress 

and lonely for bei ng l e� by her husband every day, nor by the dark 

outs i de .  

Next moment , the candle ' s  l i ght burst on John who had just 

entered the house. It was around six i n  the eveni ng when he came home. 
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He entered with T1l l y  Slowboy , a nurse in her earl iest teens , holding 

the two-month-old baby , Mary ' s  baby. she found hersel f  was so kindly 

treated and instal l ed in John ' s  comfortabl e home . Mary went running to 

the door immediately to welcome them, especial l y  John . Mary was a 

short l ady, had a 11 ttl e figure , young , gentle and had a good humor. 

compared to Ma ry ,  John was much tal l er and much older than her . The 

writer had tried to find the significance of the name 1Peerybingle ' , 

and concl uded that it suggested Equal , which was opposite to John and 

Mary ' s  ages and physical appearances . John had a tender awkwardness ,  

endeavoring to adapt his rude support to Mary' s  slight need , and made 

his burly middl e  age a l eaning-staff not appropriate to her blooming 

youth. Perhaps Dickens wanted to show that Equal was not considerate 

of physical appearance yet of the value and the abil ity of the couple 

to deal wi th and comprehend thei r spouse ' s  need. 

Either John or Mary had their own peculiar term in predicating 

their spouse . John named Mary 'Dot ' :  

'Why, you see , Dot , ' John made answer , slowly, • •  : ' 1 t  - it 

ain ' t  exactly sununer weather .  so , no wonder. ' 'I wi sh you 

woul d  not cal l me Dot , John . I don ' t  l l ke it , •  said 

Mrs . Peerybingle :  pouting in a way that clearly showed she 

did l ike it , very much . 'Why, what el se are you?' returned 

John , l ooking down upon her with a smile .  (163) 
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From thi s quotati on , the wri ter presumes that John cal l ed Mary by such 

a name owi ng to her l i ttle fi gure , whi ch means that he respected and 

prai sed her by means of her physi cal appearance . 

Mary always gave her care and attenti on mai nly to John 's 

comfort , as when he tol d her how he ' d  fought wi th the w1 nd and bad 

weather on his whole way home , she i nstantly did thi ngs to make him 

warm and comfort . Next moment Mary took the baby from Ti l ly slowboy 

and held i t  for some t i me  before she gave i t  to John . She was proud of 

her baby , and wanted John to feel the same . Whi le  John was holdi ng 

the baby, however ,  i t  struggled for breath . The baby turned hi s eyes 

and winked at once , his mouth was gaspi ng l i ke a gold and si l ver fi sh . 

John did not real i ze what was happeni ng to the baby , wherefore Mary 

i mmedi ately turned i t  over on her l eft arm and slapped the baby' s  back 

as a restorative .  She commented h i m: " ' You don ' t  deserve to be a 

father , you don ' t , ' sai d Dot , • • •  And when she had turned the baby over 

on her l eft arm , and had slapped i ts back as a restorati ve ,  she 

pi nched her husband ' s  ear , l aughi ng" (164) . The wri ter supposes that 

Mary should have been angry wi th him,  yet she pi nched h i s  ear i nstead , 

and l aughed . Thi s shows that Mary could easi ly pardoned John and even 

mocked at him not solemnly by sayi ng that he did not deserve to be a 

-� 
fathe r .  The wri ter thi nks that she 1 i ked to say thi s for as. sfl�.i d 

: :�f�·· . ' 
say i t ,  w1 th al l the grand manner of an experi enced married •· she � ' i. . ':,/ . .  · 
had something of her own to be proud of whi ch could . be:··�O�l ,

'to hi s . 
.. ... ·.� ... ' :... . ' ' , � 

' ·: // 
'-. .,·'' 

. / 

-.;_: ,./· 
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she felt  l i ttle glad owi ng to thi s and enjoyed hi s fool manner .  She 

fel t  that she was as capable as hi m, i n  her own account . 

Mary also had her speci al term to name John, such as 'stupi d 

fel l ow• and a 'dunce': '"Ha ha, • l aughed Dot . she had the bl i thest 

l i ttle l augh you ever heard . 'What a dear old darl i ng of a dunce you 

are, John, to be sure ! ' "  (165) . Di fferent wi th John who cal l ed Mary by 

means of her phys 1 ca1 appearance , Mary ca 11 ed him by hi s character . 

Mary would rather cal l hlm 'dunce ' rather than ' bi g  man ' or ' sturdy 

man' , for example .  John was the same as he call ed Mary 'Dot' than 'my 

fai thful wi fe' or 'my di l i gent wi fe' . Thi s  shows that John and Mary 

had a di fference i n  i nte 11 i gence of comprehendi ng and abi l i ty of 

appreci ati ng thei r spouse . It was o�en, as the wri ter observes, when 

they tal ked about a subject, Mary knew more than John . " 'How doth the 

l i ttl e '  - and al l the rest of i t, you know, John . Di d you ever learn 

'how doth the l i ttl e , ' when you went to school , John?' 'Not to qui te 

know i t,' John returned . ' I  was very near i t  once . But I should only 

have spoi l t  i t, I dare say ' "  (16S) . The wri ter thi nks that John never 

got so deeply i nterested upon a subject as wel l , for he di d not qui te 

apprehend much about one . However, John's l ack of knowledge did not 

obstruct Mary from getti ng something i nteresti ng of tal k i ng wi th hi m .  

John's slow-to-learn character could exci te her suffi ci ently .  She was 

often eas i l y  del i ghted and made happy by John ' s  honesty. 
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Mary l oved John and pai d a good i ntenti on to his  welfare 

l i kewise.  As John agreed wi th her words that he did not know much 

about chi ldren and onl y  know that he 'd been fighti ng wi th the wind 

that night , she felt pi ty on him and i nstantly became very active . The 

wi nd had been bl owi ng hard i ndeed, i n  January weather, straight i nto 

John ' s  cart . .. ' Oh goodness ,  John! ' said Mrs . P. 'What a state you are 

i n  wi th the weather I,.. (163) . Thi s quotati on shows how much Mary cared 

to John's condi t i on .  Mary was troubled wi th John' s bad state and had 

pi ty on him, but John ' s  reacti on was i nappropri ate to Mary' s  

enthusi asti c care, " 'Why , you see, Dot, ' John made answer , slowl y, as 

he unrol l ed a shawl from about hi s throat ; and warmed hi s hands; ' i t  -

i t  ai n ' t  exactl y  summer weather . so, no wonder ' .. (163) . John ' s  un­

i nteresti ng way i n  answeri ng Dot showed that he esteemed Mary ' s  care 

as somethi ng usual and normal . He rarely thanked for her attention to 

him and di d not real i ze how di fferent and speci al Mary was . Mary 

always tried hard to do al l her household-works wel l  and even 

perfectly, for the sake of the fami ly.  She was a very acti ve woman, a 

di l i gent woman who works wi th care and not wasti ng ti me. When she had 

have the teapot: ready on the hob, she told John the meal was ready, 

and at the same ti me tol d  Ti l ly to prevent the baby from fal l i ng under 

the grate . She was very concern of how Ti l ly took care of the baby, 

for the reason that Ti l ly had a rare and surpri si ng talent for getti ng 

the baby i nto di ffi cul ti es. As the wri ter have observed , the name of 

Ti l ly Slowboy suggested Not Acti ng Immedi ately ,  thus the wri ter 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI THE SIGNIFICANCE OF... MINAR SITINJAK



.?l.na/jsis 25 

supposes Di ckens wanted to present a character who worked as a nurse 

yet di d not pay ful l  attenti on on the baby bei ng nursed . Ti l ly had 

several times caused the baby' s l i fe to be i n  danger , i n  a qui et way 

pecul i arly her own . Further consi deration on Ti l ly's  name , Di ckens 

wrote: "For , the maternal and paternal Sl owboy were al i ke unknown to 

Fame , and Ti l ly had been bred by publ i c  charity, a foundli ng , . . .. 

(167) . From thi s quotation the wri ter thi nks that bei ng never fondled 

abundantly by her own parent , i t  i s  understandable to see that Ti l l y  

unable t o  do the same t o  the baby i n  a good and pleas i ng way. 

John and Mary enjoyed thei r togetherness ,  as Mary enjoyed 

he 1 pi ng h1 m wi th the parce 1 s he 'd  brought on the cart , for examp 1 e. 

She did her part to l i ghten hi s duty , but mostly to create humor and 

joy i n  the house: "To have seen l i ttl e Mrs . Peerybi ngle come back wi th 

her husband , tugging at the clothes-basket, and maki ng the most 

strenuous exerti ons to do nothi ng at al l (for he carri ed i t) ,  woul d  

have amused you almost a s  much a s  i t  amused him" (166) . From the 

quotati on , we know i t  was John who li fted the clothesbasket , whi le  

Mary onl y  i ntended to make them l ighter for him  by maki ng such a joke . 

Mary di d thi s to give amusement to others l i kewi se , and as she did 

th1s , the Cri cket begun to chi rp agai n :  "It may have entertai ned the 

cri cket too, for anythi ng I know; but certai nly, i t  now began to chi rp 

agai n ,  vehemently" (166) . Thi s quotati on shows that the joy was not 

only fel t  by the peopl e  i n  the house , but also had moved the cri cket , 
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whi ch evi dently sounded wi th very great force . Ma ry's  exertion had 

amused John and had entertai ned the cri cket too . It seemed to be happy 

1 i kewi se wi th Ma ry ' s  funny atti tude , as i t  began to chi rp agai n wi th 

very g reat force and made John surpri se: " ' Heyday! '  said John , i n  Ms 

slow way. ' It's merri e r  than ever,  tonight , I thi nk ' "  (166) . 

consequently, Mary told John the i mportance of the cri cket i n  ac­

companyi ng her whi le she was alone at home . The fi rst time she heard 

i ts cheerful voi ce was on the night when he brought her to thei r new 

home . To her, i ts chi rp was such a welcome and had a good effect on 

her .  Its chi rp had cheered her up and f1 lled her wi th new trust and 

confi dence. She had slyly experi enced how i t  brought them good for­

tune , thus she evi dently concluded that havi ng a cri cket on the Hearth 

i s  the lucki est thi ng i n  the enti re world . 

The Cri cket ' s  loud voi ce had make John astoni shed for a whi le . 

seei ng that John was addressi ng h i s  surprise 'to the cri cket , Mary 

evi dently told him about the i mportance of i t  i n  accompanyi ng and 

comforti ng her. 

'And i t ' s sure to bri ng us good fortune , John ! It always 

has done so . To have a cri cket on the Hearth , i s  the 

lucki est thi ng i n  all the world ! '  John looked at her as 

i f  he had very nearly got the thought i nto his head , that 

she was hi s cri cket i n  chi ef, and he qui te agreed with 

her .  (167) 
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Thi s quotati on shows how eager Ma ry was i n  shari ng wi th John the 

experi ence she had wi th the cri cket . Mary was i mpl i ci tl y  bri ngi ng 

about the cri cket ' s  great meri t i n  uni ti ng their marri age and mai nly 

hel pi ng her to enjoy l i vi ng and stayi ng i n  the house . Yet , he did not 

understand exactl y  what was Mary meant by sayi ng so , nei ther of what 

good fortune Nary rea 1 l y  meant . The wri ter thi nks that John was not 

sensible of the saturni ne feel i ng i n  Mary ' s  heart, nor did he see any 

serious problem coming between them yet, that needed such a good 

fortune . Mary herself was not able to share her thought to John 

prope rl y ,  owi ng to thei r l ack of togetherness and thei r separated 

vi ews of thi nki ng . Thei r cogi tati on was o�en di fferent upon a 

subject , l i ke thei rs upon the Cri cket . When Mary was rel ati ng the 

Cri cket to thei r marri age , for example ,  John could not grasp Mary 's 

conscience and was contemplati ng of somethi ng el se i nstead as he was 

thi nki ng of Mary as h i s  cri cket i n  chief . In thi s manner he agreed 

when she said that i t  was l ucky to have i t, because he fel t  l ucky as 

well  to have her as hi s wi fe .  Hence , the wri ter concl udes that Mary' s  

effort i n  tryi ng to convey her passi on and fee 1 i ng about the cri cket 

was useless , for the reason that John could not feel the same as Mary 

fel t  yet . 

' It ' s  chi rp was such a wel come to me !  It seemed so ful l of 

promi se and encouragement . It seemed to say you woul d  be 

kind and gentl e  wi th me , and would not expect (I had a 
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fear of that , John , then) to fi nd an o 1 d head on the 

shoulders of your fool i sh l i ttle wi fe . ' (167) 

Thi s  shows that Mary was not happy when the f1 rst ti me she begun to 

dwel l i n  thei r house, but the merry sounds of the cri cket had made her 

heart became merry l i kewi se . The cri cket' s sound seemed so ful l of 

promi se for her owi ng to her doubt about thei r l ater marri age . It i s  

ful l  of encouragement l i kewi se for she felt i nferi or i n  herself .  From 

thi s ,  the wri ter concl udes that Mary hardly got support and 

encouragement from John , and i t  was the cri cket who di d thi s ,  

substi tuted him.  Whi l e  John could not understand her true feel i ng 

about their marri age , the cri cket could,  and i t  hasti l y  comforted her 

from the first ti me she entered the house unti l then . Respondi ng to 

Mary's words above , John ' s  reaction was phys i cal ly pl ai n and easy : 

"John thoughtful l y  patted one of the shoulders , and then the head , as 

though he would have sai d No ,  No; he had had no such expectation ;  he 

had been qui te content to take them as they were . And reall y  he had 

reason . They were very comely" (167) . The wri ter thi nks that John was 

not i nterested i n  undergoi ng further of what ki nd of promi se and 

encouragement was Mary truly meant . John ' s  reacti on shows that he di d 

not ful ly understand Mary' s  words . Mary ' s  solemn manner i n  sayi ng the 

words was di fferent to John 's  sol emn manner , whi ch rarely consi dered 

Mary ' s  words deeply. To Mary, what she had sai d was somethi ng 

signi fi cant and meani ngful , but to John i t  was something usual . For 

thi s reason , the wri ter thi nks that Mary had di ffi cul ty i n  her effort 
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to accormnodate what she had in mind to John, as John was exactly al ike 

her for he could not grasp the true meani ng of Mary' s  words . 

John and Mary had not from earl i er bui l t  thei r rel ation upon 

trust ; consequently Mary was hard to share her deep feel ing to John 

hearti l y .  Howeve r ,  her g reat devotion and thankfulness for the cri cket 

made her keep sayi ng thi s, and i gnored John ' s  i nspi ri ted respond, as 

seen from thi s quotati on: " 'It spoke the truth, John, when i t  seemed 

to say so ; for you have ever been, I am sure, the best, the most 

consi derate , the most affectionate of husbands to me . This has been a 

happy home, John ; and I l ove the Cri cket for i ts sake !
,

.. (167). Mary 's 

words above signed that John had not been such a husband for her 

before, nor had the home been such a happy one . The wri ter presumes 

that Mary had passed her days mostly with the compani on of the cri cket 

rather than wi th John, accordi ngl y ,  it could encourage and cheer her 

up 1 n her ti me of anxi ety. The cri cket understood more about Mary ' s  

di scomfort than John did, even, the writer would rather say that, John 

did not understand her at al l .  The wri ter concl udes that Mary eagerly 

wanted to share her experience concerni ng the Cricket wi th John so 

that, as she hoped , he woul d  be grateful for the cri cket l ikewi se .  

Sti l l ,  John ' s  reaction to Mary 's next words was imperturbable :  " 'why 

so do I then, ' said the carrie r . ' so do I, Dot
,

.. (167). J ust l i ke 

before, John ' s  respond to her words was not as enthusiasti c as Mary ' s, 

and this was because of thei r 1 ack of sharing ti me and togetherness . 

Si nce John did not understand the problem Mary was faci ng wi th and how 
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the cri cket had consoled her ,  he was onl y  submissi ve to her devoted 

words by sayi ng he also l oved the Cri cket , just as the way she loved 

i t ,  and not as hi s .  

The cri cket was also a character of thi s story , and as a 

character i ts character-t rai ts can be observed from i ts physi cal qua­

l i ty ,  whi ch shows the ways i t  acted , and from the rel ationshi p  between 

i t  and Mary .  From i ts physi cal quali ty ,  the cri cket was a smal l animal 

wi th very loud voi ce . In the story , i ts voi ce was abl e  to console  Mary 

"Its chi rp was such a welcome to me !  It seemed so ful l of promi se and 

encouragement11 (166) . Thi s quota ti on shows the hos pi ta 1 i ty of the 

Cri cket , and s i nee i ts chi rp was so ful l of encouragement for Mary, 

the wri ter concludes i t  was also a character of a sal utary thought on 

Mary ' s  future . The wri ter have observed that the cri cket never shown a 

harm atti tude duri ng the story and had always revealed pleasi ng truth 

to Mary . At the ti me that the condi ti on i nsi de the house was not 

cheerful owi ng to the sal i ent sadness and gloomy wi thi n Mary ' s  heart , 

the Cri cket would produce no sound as a sign of sympathy : "The 

Cri cket , too , had stopped . somehow the room was not so cheerful as i t  

had been . Nothi ng 1 i ke i t" (170). Thi s was vi ce versa to what the 

kettle usual l y  sang : "It 's  a dark night , sang the kettle ,  and the 

rotten leaves are lyi ng by the way ; and , above , al l i s  mi st and 

darkness , . •  ; and there ' s  only one rel i ef i n  al l the sad and murky ai r" 

(165) . Its chi rps merely produced at the time whether Mary needed to 

be consoled or to representatively confi rm the good state of Mary ' s  
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feel 1 ng .  As a Fai ry, i t  was a geni us one, for i t  knew everythi ng about 

Mary and her young and i t  l oved Mary very much that i t  at some ti me 

i gnored John : "And when they found her thus , they nei ther turned nor 

looked upon hi m, but gathered close round her, • •  and forgot him al ­

together" (213) . Thi s also shows that the Fai ri es always gave thei r 

ki ndness and sympathy to Mary alone . They possessed a senti mental 

value because they had meri t for Ma ry.  Ma ry often spent her ti me at 

home alone, and si nce she at fi rst was not so del i ghtful wi th her 

marri age, added wi th her l oneli ness, the wri ter  assumes that she had 

passed a great loneli ness and di scomfort, and had been consoled by the 

cri cket , not by John : " ' i ts Chi rp , Chi rp, Chi rp has cheered me up 

agai n, and fi lled me wi th new trust and confi dence ' "  (167) . Thi s 

quotati on shows that Mary had not just been once consoled by the 

cri cket, but many ti mes, and as the cri cket did thi s, she got new 

trust and confi dence . The wri ter thi nks that i f  i t  was not because of 

the cri cket and all i t  had done for her, Mary would not be able to 

express such a good atti tude and pleasant joke to John every day, and 

would feel very bored and lonely i nstead . She conti nued : 11 ' I  was 

thi nki ng of these thi ngs toni ght , dear, when I sat expecti ng you ; and 

I 1 ove the cri cket for thei r sake ! ' .. (167) . Thi s quotati on reveals 

that Mary always struggled wi th her fear by her own mi ght, wi thout 

John ' s  supporti ng i nterventi on . Mary ' s  unwi ll i ngness to share i t  wi th 

John and John ' s  di sabi li ty to see through her mind and heart: and often 

consi dered everythi ng as plain and si mple, made thei r relati on to be 
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merely good at the outs1 de , but empty i nside .  And agai n ,  John ' s  

respond to Mary ' s  words above was l i ke the previous one , as he 

repeated : .. •And so do I .  ' "  (167) 

They seemed to be a happy couple ,  from the way they talked to 

each other and the way she l aughed at hi m .  The wri ter thi nks that Mary 

di d thi s j ust to keep the room cheerful for everyone . Thei r marriage 

was fi rstly not a marri age based on l ove and fri endshi p i ndeed , but a 

marri age that was i ntended by her mother (thi s truth wi l l  appear more 

compl ete l ater i n  thi s  chapter) . Mary had secrets of her past , 

concerni ng thei r marri age , but she kept thi s from hi m .  At the fi rs t 

ti me they were married , she did not l ove him yet , and she thought that 

he did not l ove her l l kewi se , accordi ng to her account . But she kept 

thi s and just told him that i t  was because she was very young and that 

he was much older than her and she feared thei r marri age mi ght prove 

to be an i l l -assorted marri age . Accordi ngly ,  from the early day of 

thei r marri age , she tri ed hard to make use of hersel f,  to do her duty 

as good as she could .  She took due care of the house very wel l so that 

John mi ght l earn to l ove her fai rly .  She di d not want John to look 

down on her as worthless as a chi l d .  

'And when I used to fear - I di d fear once , John , I was 

very young you know, that ours mi ght be an i l l -assorted 

marri age , I bei ng such a chi l d ,  and you more 1 i ke my 

guardi an than my husband ; and that you might not , however 

hard you tri ed , be able to learn to love me .  (167) 
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The quotation shows that Mary tri ed to do her best for the sake of 

thei r marri age and hoped that l ater John woul d l ove not only her 

appearance but her personal i ty as a whole ;  not onl y  prai sed her beauty 

but her good works , fai thful ness , and si nce ri ty al l the same . 

The wri ter al so thi nks that Mary and John were di fferent i n  some 

matter ,  as when she hoped that John mi ght be able  to learn to love 

her ,  John di sputed thi s  by confi rmi ng her that he had 1 earnt thi s ,  

long before he brought her to thei r home . He denied 1 t  by sayi ng : "  ' I  

had l earnt that , l ong before I brought you here , to be the cr1 cket ' s  

l i ttle mi stress , Dot i ' "  (167) . Thi s quotation shows that both di d not 

acquai nt wi th each other wel l , moreover ,  Mary was sti l l  unable to 

enlarge her mi nd and be honest to John regardi ng her l ong di scomfort . 

When John protested Mary' s  opi ni on about hi s love to her, Mary di d not 

upri ghtly try to explai n the reason of her claim on i t :  "She l ai d  her 

hand , an i nstant , on hi s arm, and l ooked up at him wi th an agi tated 

face , as i f  she would have told him somethi ng" (168). Mary sti l l  kept 

somethi ng hi dden from John , a secret of her own, whi ch was i n  fact 

related to John too. The wri ter thi nks that by not answeri ng John ' s  

protest and rather l ayi ng her hand on hi s arm i nstantly,  shows that 

she wanted to cal m  hi m and sai d that there was nothi ng necessari l y  to 

worry about . Mary was l i kely unsure whether to reveal her heart and 

mi nd to him or not . 

Endi ng thei r conversati on about the cri cket , Mary was then busy 

wi th the parcels John had brought on the cart . She turned the heart of 
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conversation i nto a weddi ng cake she saw among the goods . It was 

Tackl eton ' s  weddi ng cake , as he wi l l  marry May Fi elding on the day 

after tomorrow. To see the cake , Mary recol l ected when she and May 

were gi rl s at school together .  Her eyes were cast down , for the reason 

that she remembered her own weddi ng day a year ago . She thought of 

the age of the bri de , of how many years older Tackleton was than John , 

and unconsciously di d not give noti ce to John ' s  cal l i ng ,  unti l he rose 

and touched her on the arm. At the time she real i zed i t ,  she performed 

such an atti tude as 1 f  she was i mmaculate by l aughi ng at her own 

negl i gence : "when she l ooked at hi m for a moment , and hurri ed to her 

place behi nd the tea-board , l aughi ng at her negl i gence . But , not as 

she had l aughed before . The manner and the musi c were qui te changed" 

(169) . The wri ter thi nks that the di fferent manner and the musi c of 

her l augh showed that she , agai n ,  was keepi ng a secret . Her memory was 

fi xed upon a defi ni te matter and di d not want John to fee 1 1 t .  John 

hi mself di d not l ook closely at what had di sturbed Mary i n  her mi nd , 

and what had make her mused about the weddi ng cake , nor di d he vexed 

on what had make her l augh . Even as Mary so troubled i n  her mind that 

she almost shed tears , John did not discover i t .  By keepi ng i t ,  i t  

shows that Mary hersel f did not i ntend to share her grief with h i m  

yet . John 's plai n atti tude and words toward Mary' s  seri ous one shows 

that he rarely took her mi sery seriously ,  for he mi ght thi nk that 1 t  

was part of women ' s  emoti ons , as when he commented on Mary ' s  

capabi 1 i t y  i n  recogni zi ng a weddi ng cake he brought : " ' Leave a woman 
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alone to f1 nd out that , ' sa1 d John adm1 ri ngly • • •  , a  woman woul d  be sure 

to f1 nd i t  out di rectly ' "  (168) . This quotati on shows that John had 

thought i t  was usual for women to have themselves fl ared by thei r deep 

feel i ng .  John accepted th1 s as women ' s  nature , as wel l as Mary' s .  He 

probably thought that i t  would not be necessary for h1 m to try to 

comfort her ,  for he feared that he would spoi l i t  i nstead . The wri ter 

al so assumes thi s as John 's  fai l ure to fathom Mary' s  personal i ty 

properl y .  A�er she l aughed , they d i d  not say a word to each other 

for a moment . In order to descri be the condi tion of the room whi le 

they kept s i l ence to each other, Di ckens wrote : ''The Cri cket , too , had 

stopped . somehow the room was not so cheerful as i t  had been . Nothi ng 

l i ke 1 t" (169) . Thi s quotation shows that the sett i ng presented an 

i dea of somethi ng wrong was goi ng on i nsi de Mary or between both . she 

fel t  s l i ghted because John fai l ed to show courtesy to her words . The 

wri ter thi nks that the cri cket at thi s moment once agai n understood 

what was goi ng on wi thi n Mary ' s  heart , that she was not happy at that 

moment, nor was the cri cket , whi ch had stopped i ts cheerful voi ce , and 

unl i ke John , for John kept eati ng his  food wi th del i cacy and not 

mindi ng what woul d  Mary spoke or did next : 

'So ,  these are al l the parcel s ,  are they, John? ' she �· 
break1 ng a l ong s i l ence , whi ch the honest car;:(�h�\, 

/ , . ' ·;,;. . 
// �> .;�"\ . 

devoted to the practi cal i l l ustrati on of o')e,:�:e�rt of �Jii'g /-:",, ' 
./ ,1-:- . ,r/_���,7 

favouri te senti ment - certai nly enjoyin /�\:t: h.����i��f 
\ •  . .  ·· -� // '•, ,, · , •  .·. '\ // '\ ,/ �:.. _ ·  �·" . .:,.-· 

1 t  couldn ' t  be adm1 tted that he ate but 1"'-.��4!-'. · fao these 

"\ /· '· 
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are al l the parcels ;  are they , John?' 'That ' s  al l , •  sai d 

John . (169) 

Thi s quotati on proved that i t  made no di fference to John of how the 

si tuation had changed , for i t  was al l the same to hi m.  John l i kely had 

thought that the hal ting sound of the Cri cket was natural , and di d not 

real i ze i ts connection wi th Mary ' s  i nner feel i ng .  Moreover ,  her 

questi on about the parcels remi nded him of somethi ng else , whi ch was a 

person he had l eft outsi de the house when he fi rst came home . 

Evidently,  he went out , accompani ed by Mary and Ti l ly slowboy , to meet 

an old Gentleman , who he found on hi s way home , si tti ng by the 

roadsi de .  The Stranger Old Gentleman " . . .  had l ong whi te hai r ,  good 

features , si ngularly bol d  and wel l defi ned for an old man , and dark , 

bri ght , penetrati ng eyes" (170) . The Stranger l ooked rounds wi th a 

smi le and sal uted Mary by i ncli ni ng hi s head . He observed John , Mary 

and the baby wi th questi ons , and had i ni ti al ly presumed Mary to be 

John 's  niece . soon , they brought him i nto the house . Evi dently ,  there 

was somebody at the door , and before Ti l ly Slowboy could reach the 

door,  i t  was opened from outs i de .  Thei r door was a primi ti ve one wi th 

a l atch - a simple l ock for the front door , made of a short fal l i ng 

bar , whi ch i s  pull ed up with a stri ng from outside or pressed up wi th 

a short handle .  consequently ,  caleb , the guest , could open i t  from 

outside .  caleb was a l i ttle man and a meagre , thoughtful , di ngy-faced 

man . Not only Caleb , al l ki nds of nei ghbors l i ked to come to John 's  

house and had cheerful words wi th him ,  though he was no great talker 
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hi msel f  but a ki nd-hearted man i ndeed . caleb also admi tted John ' s  

ki ndness as he said that to know whether the members of fami l y  were 

good or bad he onl y  needed to l ook at John , or at Mary for another .  

Next moment John gave him goods from hi s cart sent for him,  wh1 ch are 

a ti ny flowerpot and a smal l box of dol l ' s  eyes for his  daughter ' s  

work . John also encouraged him about hi s onl y daughter ,  Bertha , who 

was bl i nd ,  owi ng to Caleb ' s  hope that she mi ght have her own s i ght . 

Everybody l i ked John and Ma ry .  Another nei ghbor who al so loved 

to meet John and h i s  fami l y  was Tackleton , the bridegroom, who entered 

soon . He was goi ng to marry May Fi eldi ng , Mary ' s  old schoolmate , and 

much younger than him.  As he entered the room, he prai sed John and 

Mary:  " ' • • •  John Peeryb1 ngle ,  my servi ce to you . More of my servi ce to 

your pretty wi fe .  Handsomer every day! Better too , i f  possi ble !  And 

younge r , ' mused the speaker ,  . . .. (173) . Thi s quotation shows that John 

and Mary were l i ked owi ng to ei ther thei r ki ndness or thei r pleasant 

appearance . Tackl eton at that t i me  i nvi ted John and Mary to spend an 

eveni ng wi th him on the weddi ng day, whi ch was John and Mary ' s  weddi ng 

day too . Vet , John and Mary were curi ous whether they coul d  come or 

not , si nce they had made a promi se to themsel ves these si x months to 

stay at home duri ng thei r weddi ng day . The early months and years of 

marri age are very important for marri age adjustment (Peterson 239) , 

even more i t  was thei r fi rst weddi ng anniversary. The wri ter th1 nks 

that the promi se they made i mpl i es that they were happy as a new 

coupl e  that was wai ti ng for thei r f1 rst weddi ng anniversary. 
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subsequently, Mary , who was si tti ng by the fi re , near the 

stranger ,  made a loud, sharp , sudden cry, that made the room ri ng l i ke 

a glass vessel . She had ri sen from her seat , and stood l i ke one 

transfi xed by terror and surpri se . " 'Mary l ' exclaimed the carri e r ,  

supporti ng her i n  his  arms . 'Are you i l l ! What i s  i t? Tel l me ,  dear ! ' 

she only answered by beati ng her hands together ,  and fal l i ng i nto a 

wi 1 d fi t of 1 aughter" (176) • John asked for her exp 1 anati on , but she 

secretively answered that she was al l ri ght . There was somethi ng about 

the Stranger she ' d  found , sti l l  she kept i t  on the sly.  John were also 

surpri sed greatly by rapi d deci si on to l et the stranger rent a bed at 

thei r house , and by Tackleton ' s  opi ni on on the Stranger that made John 

thought evi l of the Stranger ,  as John hi mself kept wonderi ng of what 

had fri ghtened Mary. 

The anal ysi s  i n  thi s  thes i s  has so far been the e>cposition of 

the story, whereas the readers of the story recei ve essential 

background i nformation ,  as has been wri tten down by the wri te r ,  such 

as the characters , the si tuati ons , and the confl i cts . 

B. The Dream- l i ke supernatural Experi ence Wi th Fai ri es .  

The wri ter has observed that the fai ri es appeared a�er John was 

i nci ted by Tackleton ' s  convi nci ng but unpleasant i deas regardi ng 

Mary ' s  s i nceri ty. To understand how Tackleton could easi l y  i nfluence 

John , the wri ter thi nks i t  wi l l  be necessary to explore Tackleton ' s  
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character-trai t ,  as we l l  as the way he i nfl uenced John . The analys i s  

on the i nfl uence of the fai ry wi l l  come l ate r .  

B.1. Tackl eton ' s  Infl uences upon John 

As a toy merchant , Tackleton sold toys , but of hi s own creati ons 

and i nventi ons . He had desi res to do harm to others , whi ch was cl early 

seen from h i s  toys . He was del i ghted to make strange and odd toys and 

i nsi nuate a cruel and unpleasant expressi on i nto the faces of hi s 

dol l s . These toys we re hi s onl y  rel i ef and through them hi s soul feast 

merri ly.  

• • •  he could i ndi cate , for the i nstructi on of hi s arti sts , 

wi th a pi ece of chalk ,  a certai n furti ve leer for the 

countenances of those monsters , whi ch was safe to destroy 

the peace of mi nd of any young gentleman between the ages 

of si x and eleven , for the whole Chri stmas or Mi dsummer 

vacation .  (174) 

From this quotat i on ,  the wri ter assumes that Tackl eton never felt  

happy through h i s  chi l dhood , owi ng to hi s desi re to i nt i mi date 

chi ldren and to sti r thei r happi ness . The wri ter concl udes also that 

Tackleton did not l i ke to see others be happy . Hi s appearance was not 

too attracti ve l i kewi se : " wi thi n the great green cape , whi ch reached 

down to the calves of hi s legs , there was buttoned up to the chi n an 

uncommonly pleasant fel l ow  .. .stood i n  a pai r of bul l -headed l ooki ng 

boots wi th mahogany-colored tops" (17S) . Tackl eton had always one eye 
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wide open , and one eye nearly shut , and thi s nearly-shut eye was 

always the expressive eye . "He didn ' t  look much l i ke a bri degroom, as 

he stood i n  the carri er ' s  ki tchen , wi th a twi st i n  his  dry face , and a 

screw i n  hi s body , . . .. (175) . From thi s quotation ,  the wri ter supposes 

that Tackleton was a hard and an unsoci able man , because hi s 

appearance was di ffi cul t  to change , though he was goi ng to be married , 

i n  January 31st of that year .  And when John tol d  hi m that i t  was also 

hi s wedding day, Tackleton l aughed and made Mary angry , as expressed 

i n  the fol l owi ng quotation :  '"Ha ha ! ' ,  l aughed Tackleton . ' odd !  You ' re 

j ust such another couple .  Just ! ' The i ndignation of Dot at thi s 

presumptuous assertion i s  not to be descri bed .. (175) . This shows that 

Tackl eton did not understand good manners and unable to convey hi s 

i dea by usi ng more pleasant words . The words he used were o�en harsh 

words and al l us i ons . 

He was a man wi thout gui l ty feel i ng l i kewi se , for though he had 

hurt Mary ' s  feel i ng he pl ai nly i nvi ted them to attend hi s wedding .  

Tack 1 eton i nvi ted them for hi s own advantage , for i f  they came , i t  

would cheri sh hi s bri de who was as young as Mary. Moreove r ,  John and 

Mary woul d  al so make the same appearance to Tackleton and May, where 

the husbands were much older than the wives . However , when John sai d 

that he and Mary had arranged to keep thei r weddi ng day at home , 

Tackleton mocked at him  and compared John ' s  house to hi s :  " ' Bah ! 

What ' s  home?' cried Tackleton. ' Four wal l s  and a cei l i ng !  . .  There are 

four wal l s  and a cei l i ng at my house . come to me ! '  .. (176) . Thi s also 
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shows that Tackleton was an arrogant man who was proud of hi mself and 

what he had but others not . He was an egoi st man l i kewi se who always 

del i berated about hi msel f and di d not consi der John and Mary' s  sake . 

Referri ng to the signifi cance of Tackl eton ' s  name , the word 

' tackle '  means Attack . To tackle somebody about a matter means to 

speak to somebody frankly about a matter .  Hence , Tackleton ' s  name 

supports his character .  And as Tackleton was a hard man, i t  was not 

easy to compete wi th hi m .  Just as John asked him further about the 

importance of Mary ' s  comi ng to the weddi ng and commented May ' s  l ove to 

hi m,  Tackleton attacked h i m  i nstead . Tackl eton poi nted on Dot and sai d 

sentences not straightly to what he meant and made John puzzled . The 

writer thi nks that Tackleton tri ed to turn the topi c of thei r 

di scussi on from May to Mary owi ng to hi s defeated posi tion :  " ' • • •  To be 

sure !  Doubtl ess you woul d .  of course . I ' m  certain of i t .  Good night . 

Pleasant dreams t '  The carrie r  was puzzled , and made uncomfortable and 

uncertai n ,  1 n  spi te of himsel f" (177) . Tackl eton ended i t  i nunedi ately 

and le� John puzzled , for i t  was hi s nature , to harm people .  

Tackl eton began to i nfluence John when he had successly made 

John puzzled .  As when Tackleton had fini shed hi s confusi ng sentences , 

Mary suddenly made a l oud cry and behave strangely.  soon after they 

had made her calm ,  Tackl eton l eft , but John had taken hi s words 

seri ously. Mo reove r ,  Mary' s  sudden change of atti tude arose 

Tackl eton ' s  words i n  John ' s  mi nd : "He scouted , from his heart , the 

i nsi nuations of the Toy-merchant , and yet they fi l led him wi th a 
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vague , i ndefi ni te uneas i ness" (179) . From here , Tackleton ' s  confusi ng 

words about Mary was proved by her own confusi ng manne r ,  and had 

triumphtly worri ed him .  

Tackleton ' s  second bad i nfl uence was at the time they played 

cards i n  Caleb's house the next eveni ng .  As they began to pl ay cards , 

John commented on the stranger who was i n  the room, on how the 

stranger admi red Mary. Yet , Mary di d not feel comfortable wi th i t  and 

tri ed to correct John , by sayi ng : " ' I  wi sh he had had a better sub­

ject , John ' ; she sai d ,  wi th an uneasy glance about the room. At 

Tackl eton especi al ly" (205) . Her uneasy glance at Tackleton showed 

that she fel t  discomfort to him,  for he mi ght perceive what was goi ng 

on between Mary and the stranger .  Whi le  pl ayi ng cards , Mary helped 

John wi th the cards , but next moment hi s whole attention became so 

absorbed upon the cards that he did  not real i ze Mary was no longer 

standi ng beside him ,  unti l Tackleton touched hi s shoulder and asked 

him to come with him.  Tackleton gui ded John to hi s own counti ng house , 

a yard away. They approached the ware room and peeped through 1 ts 

window. " 'A moment ! ' said Tack 1 et on . ' can you bear to look th rough 

that wi ndow, do you thi nk? ' 'Why not?' returned the Carrier.  'A moment 

more , ' sai d Tackleton" (206) . Tackleton 's  word shows that he had ever 

peeped through that wi ndow beforehand, for he knew defi ni tely the 

exact moment and what was goi ng to happen there . Tackl eton conti nued 

by sayi ng a warni ng to John: " ' don ' t  commi t any vi olence . It ' s  of no 

use . It 's dangerous too . You ' re a strong-made man ; and you mi ght do 
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murder before you know 1 t ' "  (206) . It seemed that Tackleton was tryi ng 

to prevent John from commi tti ng crimes , however by sayi ng thi s 

Tackleton i ntended to i rri tate John and made hi m to thi nk seri ous i n  

what Tackleton was goi ng t o  show him there . 

B.2. The Fai ri es ' Infl uences Upon John . 

Before transformi ng i nto a fai ry shape , the cri cket was i n  i ts 

real shape , an animal shape . The cri cket i s  also a character of the 

story , for i ts thought , words and acti ons are reveal ed i n  the story. 

It has a cheerful chi rp , i t  can feel Mary' s  l onel i ness , and always 

thi nks of what w1 l l  please her . The wri ter thi nks that the reason 

Di ckens used cri cket i nstead of other ani mal s i s  that cri cket can hel p  

to strengthen qui et , sti l l  and calm atmosphere of the story. Thi s i s  

fi t to the setti ng of the story presented by Di ck ens : "and the wi ldest 

open country i s  a l ong dul l streak of bl ack ; . .  " (161). The cri cket 

hel ps to create i n  readers ' mi nd such a qui et si tuati on about Mary ' s  

house . 

The Cri cket i n  fai ry shape fi rst came out when John was sti l l  

surpri sed and wondered at Mary' s  surpri se , whi le  she was si tti ng by 

the fi re , and to her sudden admi ssi on i n  accepti ng the stranger to 

spent a ni ght i n  thei r house . J ohn was seri ously thi nki ng about thi s 

and thoughtful l y  puffi ng at hi s ol d pi pe ,  when suddenl y  the Cri cket 

chi rped and "that Geni us of hi s Hearth and Home (for such the cri ck et 

was) came out , i n  fai ry shape , i nto the room, and summoned many forms 
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of Home about him" (180) . Home 1 s  a pl ace where one 1 1 ves , especial ly 

wi th one ' s  fami l y .  Home can al so means 'one ' s  b1 rt hp lace or own 

country where one bel ongs , or a place where one feel happy , easy, 

confident and comfortable '  (Hornby 409) . Wh1 1e 'Hearth ' i s  fi gurative­

ly defi ned as fi reside as representi ng the home ' (Hornby 398) . It i s  

near the hearth where fami ly usual l y  gathers to spend thei r ti me 

tal ki ng and si ngi ng . 

Here the Cri cket showed him Mary of all ages and all si zes , 

fi l led wi th chamber .  It also showed him the day when he and Mary 

chri stened thei r baby, the future day as thei r grandchi ldren rounded 

them, unti l hi s old days . And as the Cri cket showed him al l these 

thi ngs , h1 s heart grew l i ght and happy : "and he thanked hi s Household 

Gods wi th al l h1 s might , and cared no more for Gruff and Tackleton 

than you do" (181) . Thi s quotati on also shows that the fai ri es had 

came 1 n  purpose that was to rub Tackleton • s  words out of John ' s  mind 

and to set wi thi n hi s mi nd the truth about Mary. The wri ter th1 nks 

that by showi ng John hi s fami l y ' s  future i n  happi ness , the fai ri es 

wanted to confi rm hi m that hi s fami ly woul d  be just al l ri ght and 

nothi ng necessari ly to be anxi ous with . 

Fai ries possess certai n qual i ti es that are constantly drawn on 

for tales of thei r adventures : supernatural wi sdom, supernatural fore­

sight , a mi schi evous temperament , the power to regulate the affai rs of 

human bei ngs for good or evi l ,  the capaci ty to change themselves i nto 

any shape at any t i me  (Holman 197) . The cri cket fai ry possessed some 
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of these qual i t i es ,  si nce i t  showed John hi s past and future , adjusted 

John ' s  affai r wi th Mary for good , and was mentioned by Di ckens as a 

Geni us of John ' s  Hearth and Home . In An Encyclopedia or Fa iries, there 

are many ki nds of fai ries : the troopi ng fai ries , the sol i tary fai ri es , 

the fai ries of human or more than human size ,  the three-foot fai ri es 

and the ti ny fai ries ; the domesti c fai ries and those that are wi ld and 

al i en to man ; the subterranean fai ri es and the water fai ri es that 

haunt l ochs , streams or the sea , and fai ry ani mals (Bri ggs 131) . In 

the story , a sol i tary fai ry appeared i n  the fi rst confl i ct ,  whi le  i n  

the second one i t  came i n  both sol i tary and ti ny shapes . 

The second confl i ct arose a day before the weddi ng day. 

Tackl eton asked John to peep through a wi ndow i n  a ware-house , and 

there John saw Mary was havi ng an i ntimate conversati on wi th the 

Stranger .  But the man was not old ; he was at that time young and 

bri ght . He had removed hi s wi g and held i t  i n  hi s hand whi l e  tal ki ng 

to Mary . There John saw them embraci ng .  Thi nki ng that he ' d  seen 

enough , John l eft the pl ace and came back to Cal eb ' s  house 

desperately.  The wri ter accepts thi s moment as the second stage of the 

story , that i s  the compl i cati on , where the confl i cts grow heated . 

Returni ng to Caleb' s  house , John remai ned si l ent unti l Mary 

entered . As they were together goi ng back home , hi s anger was so 

strong that he di d not want to talk nor si t on the same cart wi th 

Mary: " 'where ' s  John , for goodness ' sake?' ' He ' s  goi ng to walk ,  

besi de the horse ' s  head , ' sai d Tackl eton ; who helped her to her seat . 
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' My  dear John . wal k? To-ni ght?"' (207) . That ni ght , i n  hi s own ki tchen , 

sti l l  i n  desperati on ,  John coul d  not sleep and kept thi nki ng about 

what he ' d  seen i n  the ware-house . He could not stand to show hi s anger 

to Mary and i gnored her as she came near him  to ask the reason of hi s 

unpleasant manner . Hi s harsh words caused her to cry and left hi m 

alone , sitt i ng on the corner of the room. Hi s anger and hatred was so 

great that he wanted to ki l l  the stranger wi th his gun i mmedi ately .  

However ,  as h e  approached the Stranger ' s  room, the struggl i ng fi re 

l i ghted the whole chi mney wi th a glow of l i ght and the cri cket on the 

hearth began to chi rp . Its voi ce was unexpectedly ab 1 e to shock and 

soften hi m and made him draw back his  gun . Hence , the wri ter bel i eves 

that the Fai ry was begi nni ng i ts work wi thi n John , and John l i kewi se 

started to feel and experi ence what Mary had fi rst done wi th the 

Fai ry. " 'This has been a happy home , John ; and I l ove the cri cket for 

i ts sake ! ' " (210) . The quotati on above shows that the cri cket ' s  voi ce 

had made hi m recol lected what she 'd  ever told to him of her l ove for 

the cri cket . AS John l i stened to the voi ce , he stepped back to hi s 

early si t besi de the fi re and cri ed .  And suddenly the Cri cket on the 

Hearth came out i nto the room and stood i n  Fai ry shape before hi m .  He 

was not surpri sed when i t  came , per harp because he did not noti ce 

when i t  appeared . Accordi ng to Bri ggs , fai ri es were often descri bed as 

a rare of ' bei ngs hal f-way between somethi ng materi al and spi ri tual , 

whi ch we re rarely seen ' ,  or 'a  real race of invi si ble or spi ri tual 

bei ngs 1 1 v1 ng i n  an i nvi si ble world of thei r own •  (Bri ggs 319) . Be 
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that as i t  may, John heard i ts voi ce and responded to i t ,  and was al so 

able to see the scenes bei ng presented . The wri ter accepts thi s moment 

as the cl i max of the story, where John faced a cruci al deci s i on that 

determi ned the outcome of the story. 

The Fai ry presented a scene of reflecti ons i n  front of hi m .  The 

fi rst thi ng the cri cket showed hi m was his own house-holds wi th whi ch 

Mary had ever been fami l i ar , l i ke the hearth , the kettle ,  and 

everythi ng i nside the house . It showed hi m al l he had i nvested i n  home 

and fami l y .  These thi ngs bei ng showed did al l have to do wi th Mary : 

It was not a sol i tary Presence . From the hearthstone , from 

the chimney, from the clock , the pi pe , the kettle ,  and the 

cradl e ;  from the floor , the wal l s ,  the cei l i ng ,  and the 

stai rs ; from the cart wi thout , and the cupboard wi thi n ,  

and the household i mplements . (211) 

The wri ter th1 nks that the reason of The cri cket presenti ng a 1 1  of 

these to John was to show the evi dence of Mary 's  fai thful deeds i n  

maki ng thei r s i mple house merry and better .  Through thi s fi rst 

reflecti on , the cri cket wanted to show how good the house was because 

of Mary's  cari ng hands . She had turned thei r sma 1 1  and s 1 mp1 e house 

i nto a gleami ng house . Every simple furni ture they possessed was so 

bri ght owing to her cari ng treatment . 

The second pi cture bei ng presented to John was the refl ecti on of 

Mary, as she was among a crowd of merrymakers who were as young as 

her .  The gi rls were al l pretty , but Mary was the fai rest of them al l .  
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Her male compani ons admi red her and l oved to ask her to dance , but she 

merri l y  refused them one by one . She did not joi n the party because 

she was i n  charge of her cookery, and she preferred to stay wi th i t .  

But when John came , she left her work and wel comed him.  " O  no! For 

presently ,  there came a certai n carri er to the door ; and bless her 

what a we 1 come she bes towed upon him! .. (212) • Through thi s second 

pi cture , the cri cket wanted to show John that Mary woul d  rather l eave 

the party and her friends rather than to i gnore John . It showed that 

she di d not i ntensely care and concern much about anythi ng except John 

and her housework . she preferred to serve him rather than to enjoy her 

youth wi th fri ends . She knew well that John , who was much older than 

her , could not easi ly joi n such a dance , because he ' d  al ready passed 

those young times . Accordi ngly ,  she sacri fi ced her youth-time and 

tri ed to deal wi th his present condi tion .  

In the thi rd passage the Fai ry showed John hi s own fami l y  and 

ca 1 eb Pl ummer' s ,  where Mary was among both . In thei r own house , Mary 

was rocki ng her l i ttle Baby i n  the cradle and resti ng her head upon 

John ' s  shoulde r .  whi le  i n  caleb Pl ummer ' s  house , Mary was wi th Bertha , 

caleb ' s  only daughter , born bl i nd .  Mary was able to bear cheerfulness 

to Bertha as wel l as to Caleb's  house : "Tile Bl i nd Gi rl ' s  love for her ,  

and trust i n  her ,  and grati tude to her ; • • .  her dexterous l i ttle arts 

for fi l l i ng up each moment of the visi t i n  doi ng something useful to 

the house , • •  " (213) . By presenti ng Mary ' s  presence i n  the middle of 

caleb ' s  fami l y ,  the households fai ri es i ntended to prove that Mary' s  
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ki ndness had broadly i nfl uence her neighbors and enjoyed by them as 

great as by her own fami ly. Her gentleness , cari ng and lovi ng manner 

was for everyone . 

As far as the wri ter could observe , al l of the reflecti ons bei ng 

presented before John matched to hi s problem .  It was not a refl ecti on 

to prove who the Stranger real ly so that he would not be very angry to 

him,  i nstead , i t  showed Mary ' s  reflections . The cri cket tri ed to set 

hi s percept1 on ri ght on hi s w1 fe , because i t  was h1 s knowledge about 

h1 s w1 fe that was needed to be set ri ght . The sort of perception he 

had , true or fal se , would occur l ong through thei r marri age. 

However , i n  the middle of the presentation ,  the stranger ' s  

shadow fel l  many times upon the scenes . As the fai ries showed John 

Mary's  reflecti ons , her reflecti ons wrestl ed some times agai nst the 

Strange r ' s  shadow. The shadow came not from the household fai ries but 

from John ' s  mi nd , owi ng to the fai ri es ' great surpri se and fear 

whenever i t  appeared . 

Whenever i t  appeared , the Fai ri es uttered a general cry of 

consternati on , and pl i ed thei r l i ttle arms and legs , w1 th 

i nconcei vab le activi ty ,  to rub i t  out . And whenever they 

got at Dot agai n ,  and showed her to hi m once more , bri ght 

and beauti ful , they cheered i n  the most inspi ri ng manner 

(212) . 

Thi s  quotati on shows that the household fai ri es did not whol l y  pri son 

John ' s  mi nd , sti l l  he had hi s own consci ousness . The fai ries me rely 
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wanted to show Mary• s  i mage to hi m,  not the stranger ' s .  Accordi ng to 

Reesman , a shadow 1 s  the darker side of our unconsci ous self ,  the 

i nferi or and l ess pleasi ng aspects of the personal i ty ,  whi ch we wi sh 

to suppress (Reesman 170) • Thus . the shadow symbo 1 1  zed John 's  ev1 l 

thought and less pleasi ng memory of and hatred upon the stranger .  Each 

ti me when the shadow appeared , the fa i ri es always rubbed i t  out 

fai thful l y .  As they rubbed i t  out , they have begun to grasp hi s 

thought and emotion . It seemed that the fai ry had success i n  

i nfl uenci ng hi m i n  the end , for the l atest shadow was not as dark and 

black as the fi rst . 

Di fferent from the si tuati on of the surroundi ng ,  the room where 

he sat or the outside of the house , John ' s  i nner condi tion was 

becomi ng l i ghter and calmer: "The ni ght - I mean the real ni ght : not 

goi ng by Fa i ry c 1 ocks - was weari ng now; and i n  thi s stage of the 

carri er ' s  thoughts , the moon burst out , and shone bri ghtly i n  the 

sky . "  (212) . Whi le  the moon , the real moon , was di mmi ng ,  the one 1 n 

the stage of John • s mi nd was the reverse of i t .  Thi s  showed that the 

cri cket Fai ry had tri umphly created changes i n  his  mi nd ,  whi ch was 

becomi ng better and enabled him to thi nk more soberl y .  

c .  John ' s  New Relati on Wi th Hi s Spouse 

John sat al l ni ght on the corner of the 

The fi rst person he met that morni ng was Tackleton , who was i n  hi s 
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bri dal gown for i t  was his  weddi ng day. John seri ously tol d h i m  about 

hi s experi ence wi th the househol d  fai ry and how i t  had changed his 

vi ew and opi ni on regardi ng hi s wi fe and thei r mari tal relati on . John 

was not eas i l y  removed by Tackleton ' s  words anymore : " ' But as you di d 

show i t  me , ' pursued the carri er , not mi ndi ng him;  . •  " (216) . He had a 

fi rmer and steadier character now, as he himsel f sai d to Tackleton : " 

' . .  ,what my mi nd i s  upon the subject . For i t ' s settl ed , ' said the 

carrier , regardi ng hi m attent'ively .  'And nothi ng can shake i t  now. ' " 

(216) . Thi s  shows that John ' s  doubt respecti ng Mary ' s  unfai thfulness 

had al ready been settled , whi le  hi s new thought effected hi s fi gure as 

wel l : 

The carrier set hi s gri p upon the col l ar of the Toy­

merchant , and shook him  l i ke a reed . ' L i sten to me ! ' he 

sai d .  'And take care that you hear me ri ght . Li sten to me .  

Do I speak pl ai nly?' 'Very plai nly i ndeed , 'answered 

Tackleton . •As i f  I meant i t? '  •very much as i f  you 

meant i t . ' (218) 

Thi s quotation shows that John was not a sl umberi ng man anymore , but a 

deci ded and an emphati c one . He told his  experi ence wi th i ntensi ty ,  

not i n  hi s i ni ti al s l ow  manner yet i n  strength . John now real i zed Mary 

needed not only to be prai sed but also to be l i stened . John at fi rst 

thought that what he consi dered good for her was appropri ately good 

for her and would please her .  He scarcely knew her true heart and her 

sacri fi ce to hi m,  unti l he met the household fai ri es and saw the 
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reflection they presented before hi m .  Hi s l ove was then di fferent wi th 

the one she 'd  expected him to possess . John thought that by marryi ng 

her ,  based on her beauty , wi l l  be properly enough for thei r marri age . 

Thus , as John comprehended her superiori ties by means of the 

reflecti ons ,  i t  made hi m sad i nstead of gl ad .  He had a fai nt-hearted 

and felt that he wa� i nferi or to her .  He fel t  unworthy to be her 

spouse and begun to compare him  self to other young men who were more 

capabl e  to be her husband . 

John was fi rstly  busy to make h i msel f a good husband for Mary , 

but had not real i zed that he had i gnored her ,  for Mary also wanted to 

do the same : " ' I  only now begi n to know how hard she has tri ed , to be 

my duti ful and zealous wi fe . How good she has been ; how much she has 

done ; • •  " (217) . Thi s  quotati on shows that i t  was not easy for Mary to 

be John ' s  wife and to serve him splendi dly, because she was very young 

when he fi rst marri ed her . However ,  Mary tried wi th al l her strength 

to be equal wi th John , who was much older and sure had more experi ence 

i n  l i fe than her . Mary tri ed to cover al l of John ' s  i mpotenci es , and 

not to despi se him;  she tri ed hard to love and accept him as he was , 

i ncludi ng al l of h i s  plai n exi stences . consequentl y ,  for the 

compensati on of what he ' d  unsympatheti cal ly done to her and many happy 

hours she ' d  given him ,  he told Tackleton that he would release her .  He 

would wi l l i ngly l et her go so that she did not need to bother hersel f  

wi th servi ng h i m  anymore . 
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As John was sharing thi s to Tackleton , Mary was talki ng to Caleb 

and h i s  b 1 i nd daughter ,  Bertha, i n  ca 1 eb 's house .  In the mi ddl e of 

thei r conversati on, a man entered the room. The man was Edward , 

Caleb ' s  l ost son , bel i eved dead , but he was al i ve and had come back . 

As a father , a son and hi s si ster embraced each othe r ,  John came wi th 

Tackleton . John met Edward , who was actual l y  hi s old fri end , and begun 

to recognize him  as the Stranger . Edward told hi m about hi s past l ove 

with Mary, that they were once l overs . And by Mary' s  expl anation and 

soft words , he could accept the fact that Mary had been marri ed to 

John . After Edward had spoke up , Mary conti nued wi th her defense for 

herself . By her confessi on , i t  revealed up that at the fi rst day John 

married her ,  there was no l ove besi de her .  Based by one-si ded love , 

she went through her marri age wi th hypocrisy. However , she learned to 

love h 1 m  through the days of thei r marri age and began to gai n the love 

she needed wi thi n a year , and as she di d th1 s ,  her love to him  grew 

stronger and stronger every day . Mary heard when John wanted to 

release her owing to hi s gui l ty feel i ng ,  yet she had actual l y  forgiven 

hi m.  she di d not want to be apart from him and wanted him  to have her 

i n  hi s heart agai n .  

And i t  was l i kely di fferent to John now, for he woul d  hearti l y  

do so , as her wi sh , wi th hi s renewed love and affection .  H e  had come 

to comprehend Mary agreeably by the assi s tance of the household 

fai ri es .  
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Ami d the tumult of emoti ons i n  his breast , the honest 

ca rrier  had stood , confounded . Flyi ng , now, towards her, 

Dot stretched out her hand to stop hi m ,  and retreated as 

before Li ttle woman , how she sobbed agai n !  John 

Peerybi ngle woul d  have caught her i n  his arms . (228) 

Thi s  quotati on proves that John di d not despi se on Mary ' s  emotion 

anymore , nor 1 ooked at i t  as merely something usua 1 for a woman , but 

had now consi dered i t  as her own i nmost soul . He had al ready possessed 

emoti onal i nterdependence to Mary , for her words could al ready rai se 

his compassion on her . 

Mary had changed l i kew1 se . She was ab 1 e to speak to John i n  a 

si ncere manner .  She di d not keep secrets from John anymore , rather she 

told him  everythi ng she ' d  kept by hersel f: 

'No ,  John , no ! Hear al l !  Don ' t  l ove me anymore , John , ti l l  

you 've heard every word I have to say. It was wrong to 

have a secret from you , John . I 'm very sorry .  I didn ' t  

thi nk i t  any harm, ti l l  I came and sat down by you on the 

l i ttl e stool last ni ght . But when I knew by what was 

wri tten i n  your face , ... and when I knew what you thought , I 

fel t  how gi ddy and how wrong i t  was._ ' (228) . 

The wri ter accepts thi s conversati on proceeded by John and Mary as the 

Resol uti on of the story, because here the confl i cts are resolved . 

Ei ther John or Mary had now possessed a new and better way of 

expressi ng thei r l ove from one to another .  Mary never expressed her 
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l ove by deeds or showi ng i t  previ ously ,  but now she di d ki ss John . 

And John was l i kewi se , for hi s new thought had created hi s better 

manner .  At fi rst , he never gave hands to hel p Mary wi th the meal , but 

now he made h i msel f useful . As they were havi ng party wi th nei ghbors , 

i n  the hour Tackleton should had been marri ed May Fi eldi ng , but i t  

fai led owi ng to Edward ' s  attendance , John assisted Mary by washi ng the 

greens , peeli ng the turni ps ,  breaking the plates , and upsetti ng i ron 

pots on the fi re . As Mary had accepted and enjoyed John ' s  activi ties 

as her own , John now di d the same . They fi nal ly could l earn to possess 

a deeper and mutual understandi ng to each othe r .  
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