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S I N O  P S I S  

John Peerybi ngle , a carrie r ,  and hi s much younger wi fe , Mary , are 

as happy as a couple as possi ble al though the venomous old Tackl eton , 

who h i mself 1 s  about to marry young May Fi eldi ng ,  throws suspi ci on on 

Mary's  s i nceri ty. Thi s  suspi ci on appears to be di sastrously veri fied 

when an eccentri c old stranger takes up hi s abode wi th the Peerybi ngl e 

and i s  di scovered one day by John , metamorphosed 1 nto a br1 ght young 

man by the removal of hi s wig ,  i n  i nti mate conversati on wi th Mary. By 

the fai ry i nfluence of the cri cket on the hearth John i s  brought to the 

decis i on to pardon the stranger . But there turns out to be no occasi on 

for forgiveness , for the bri ght young man i s  an old fri end , the lover 

of May Fi eldi ng , bel i eved dead , who was turned up j ust i n  ti me to 

prevent her marryi ng Tackleton . Among the other characters are Caleb 

Pl ummer the toy-makers and hi s bl i nd daughter Bertha ; and Ti l ly 

Slowboy, Mary ' s  l ovi ng and i ncompetent nursemai d .  
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

Charles Di ckens was born i n  Landport , Portsmouth ,  on February 7m , 

1812 . He made a cruci al contri buti on to the development of ni neteenth 

cent:ury fantasti c fi cti on i n  Great Bri tai n :  fi rst: , as a wri ter and 

l ater as an edi tori al sponsor . He produced the best known of al l 

l iterary ghost stori es , A Chri stmas carol (1843) , and i n  thi s and the 

other Chri stmas Books that he wrote i n  the 1840 ' s  he spurned the use of 

supernatural as an i nst:rument of horri fi c stimul ati on , maki ng i t  

i nstead an agent of moral renewal . 

Di ckens • fasci nation wi th the supernatura 1 apparently began i n  

chi l dhood . In 1817 , when he was five years old ,  he was deli vered i nto 

the charge of a thi rteen-year-old nursemai d named Mary wel ler , who had 

a supply of horri fi c tales wi th whi ch to startle hi s i magi nation .  

Di ckens was later i nsi st that hi s chi l dhood readi ng had been an 

enormous i nfl uence on the formati on of hi s character ,  and he regarded 

thi s  early experi ence of fi cti on as the well spri ng of hi s own 

creativi ty .  He was readi ly enough drawn i nto the world of pri nted 

fantasy , given the unusual and unfortunate si tuations of hi s 

upbri ngi ng : when he was twelve years old he was sent to work as an odd

job boy i n  a blacki ng factory whi le hi s mother took the younger 

chi ldren to l i ve i n  the Marshalsea Pri son , where hi s father was 
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i mpri soned for debt , hi s formal school i ng was thus del ayed and fi nal l y  

curtai l ed when h e  was arti cl ed as a sol i ci tor ' s  cl erk i n  1827 . 

Di ckens always fel t that the i nfl uence of fai ry tal es and 

romances upon hi s character had been utterl y ki nd i n  openi ng the 

wi ndows of hi s i magi nati on. He di ed i n  Gads Hi l l  Pal ace ,  near 

Rochester , on J un e  9th , 1870. 
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