
CHAPTERV 

CONCLUSION 

The teITB.in of Jolm's imagination encompasses four main sectors: cburc~ self. 

city, and race. Naturally the boundnries of these sectors ore not always clearly defined, 

but they serve as general areas on which Jolm's dilemma can be mapped The church 

gives Jolm a kind of invisible e1taclm1ent that forces him to always follow its dogma for 

it has been dominating bis spiritual life and teaching him the wages of siJL While tbe 

race seems to particulatly bind Jolm with a responsbiJity to enforce their agreed-upon 

values, social nonns, and cxpectatio~ mid generally with Wl unprofitable fact ofbeing a 

member of minorities that might fail bis dream as a character. And ashamed of his 

appearance • that is supported by his father mockecy about his face -, his color, his 

ghetto environment, Jolu1 has longed for what he considers the cleanliness and order of 

the white world. The city itself is Jolm's idea or image of those cleanliness and order 

of the white world Il shows Jolm a more better world and life that he longs for having, 

with all its pleasures and glamours that Jolu1 wants to tuste without having to moan and 

crawl before the altar. 

The dilemma seems to begin when the church , self, city, and race ere in 

conflicl Being ashamed of his blackness thnt he associates with ugliness, dirt, and 

humiliation, John wishes {~ get rid of them by getting into the white world with his 

intelligence. However, without having any support .&om "ither his comnumity or his 

family, especially bis father, Jolm, who previously doubts the presence ofOod end his 

willingness to be a yow1g preacher as both the commw1ity and tl1e family deo1and him to 

so 
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be, begins to doubt his ability to gain tbe 'dream•. It is not easy to Jolm to deny his race 

nnd his family for they have been being with him in the yetru·s of growth that he feels to 

have a tie-up with them. Jolm is aware nJso of the posRibility of facing the difficulties 

of prejudice mid discrimination in conjunction with his 'ascribed status' as a black mm1 

that may hwnper his effort to elevate the quality of his lifo. He is te1Tified to imagine 

that ifhe should fall o:lf the mowitnin of dream he built they will deuy him os well for he 

seems to deny them by trying to get into the white world. Furthcnnore, the church keeps 

aru1oying John with a question which examines his confimu1ess to converse ; 

« If he should die and stand naked before the fudgement bar, would 

those glamours and pleasures of the city help him ? " 

While to see the shine of the city ,aud tho evil of his father's porsonality,John's heart is 

still hardened againts both his race and the church. John U1en is in the middle of a 

turbulence of uncertainty. He has to treat Ilic crucial tension between tllo most absorbing 

of social institutions and the emergt'nce of autonomous self. He wishes to exile from 

the gloomy ofhis neighborhood m1cl his home into tho city that mny raise his dignity as a 

black man. However, he cD1U1ot easily deny bis tie-up with the race nnd die church. 

Moreover, to be black in the largery whitr society Jolm has to deal with the loss ofhis 

'disadvantage' status; he may not be welcomed easily in the city. 

Thus, as a racial minority adofosccn~ John faces some questions diet represents 

a number of unique issues ifhe hopes to gain his dreant n1ey r~sult from growing up in 

two cultures and probably have no clear ru1swer such ns; how does he deal with 

questions ofinterracial fi·iendship ? ls it worthwhile to tnke the risk that may be 

involve~ or should he not cross the "color line ?0 What cletem1ines which whites can 
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be trusted and which ones cannot? Can he strive for success ond achievement in white 

society and yet be faithful to the 'brothers nnd sisters' who m·e living in poverty 

because of racism and discrimination based on social class? 

John then is stranded between tl1e 'enchanting dream' of his own, the 

discriminating climate of the larger society and the 'exclusive• culrur'e of his community 

that binds him with the responsbility to cm1y down the glol'y of its religion and values. 

At the tarry service at the night of his fourteenth birthday. Jolu1 tries to confinn his heart 

and to ensure himself to take die more possible choice that is been appointed for him if 

he wishes to calm his raging heart and look for his future certainty. To be rejected by 

his stepfather, who thinks of him ns the son of the bondwoman, and rejected becmise of 

race by the colUltry and the city ofwbicb he is a native son, John twi1s to God and to the 

fellowship of the 'saints'. Through a kind of t'eligious experience finally John is able to 

convince his own heart to save the drewn WJd to trend the reality before him. Blacks 

had to go through tmbearnble suffer and hwniliation before gaining their freedom. The 

voice that Jolu1 feels to hear in pmi three seems to remind him oftbe fact that be is part 

of Blacks and their struggle mid he cwu1ot wish to see a chm1ge over one night only. It 

moves Jolm through shame and hab·ed to love and temporary ponce. 

The dilemma happens when Jolm has a d~~sire to converse m1d has m1other life. 

It is forced by having no positive self-concept towm·d himself that is strenhgthened by 

the 'slwn' of his race mid neighborhood, and also his fmnily's both mentaly and 

physically condition, that John builds a dream to be a better person and live in a better 

neighborhood according to his ideal. It is also an net of ngrcssion againts his stepfather 

as an acceptance of his own identity that he is a sm~ boy. He prcsswnes of having the 
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chance to realize bis dream by his conversion. However, it is not eaBy for John to make 

a choice since his commwiity seems to have quite influence toward hie yenrs of growth 

to be taken into accow1t. It has taught him about morality. about 'right' and •wrong' 

according to Cheir agreed.upon values and give him tl1e rnsponsbility thnt is hard to 

deny. Moreover, his status as a poor black rmui clot,s not give much choice. 

Fortunately,John is able to control his wish·fulfilling fantasies so that finally he CWl 

deal effectively with objective nmJity. Jolm's own final conversion is his acceptance 

to take the responsbility ofbeing the filtun, preacher. 111e irony that he overcomes in his 

religious experience may be the vory irony he needs to develop a sense of self in white 
0 

society. 
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