
ABSTRACT 

Journalistic language in mass communication may be 

distihguished from other kinds of communication by the 

fact that it is addressed to a large cross-seution of a 

population rather than only one or a few individuals or 

up~cial purt of the population. This study is aimed at 

fi11dlrig out the features existing in the English 

journalisti9 languase used in headlines of The Jakarta 

Post by looking at its syntactic structure. Such aim is 

brok~n into three main problems 1. what is the 

commonest type of its synta~tic structure?, 2. what are 

the basio elem·ents which underlie its syntactic struc­

ture ? ,. and 3. What are the special features which may b~ 

found in the language used there? 

The approach used in solving these problems is 

syn t.ar.;t ic approach which refers to the relevant lheo1· iei;; 

c~ee chapter II). The population of data being analyzed 

amounts to 1429 headlines. All the population of data are 

from· news of The Jakarta Post published during Octob~r 

1994. Simple random sampling method i~ used to draw 

sa~ples from this population. The data are analyzed in a 

gualitHliv~ descriptive method, using the appr0ach men­

tioned above. 

'I'IH! f:.nding of t.he st.udy h: that the· langu.:i.et· us,:-J 

in Th~ ,Jttkarta Post ·s headlines may have its own 
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language due to some limitations existing there and 

certain functions that huve to bti fulfilled by th~ 

headline. Th~ types of syntactic structure of The Jakarta 

f'ost·s ho:adlines are struc:tures of modificatiori and 

~1tructures of predication. 'rhe mostly one is structurtt of 

predication. The basic elements which underlie its syn­

tactic: structure are subject and predicate. Horeove.r, the 

predicate is commonly in structures of complementation 

with trHn~itive verbs as its verbal element, or con~ist 

of verb and object. And, it is also found that some 

special features of the lan~uage are used there. They are 

the usual ·usage of invinitive as verbal t.tlement, Ve1·bal 

elements commonly disobey about person and are in active 

voice, and comma(,) is commonly to be used as uoordina­

tor in joining elements in structures of coordination. 
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