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I N T R O D U C T l O N 

l.1 BACKGHOUND DF Tl-IE STUDY 

works. 

This study is going to analyze one of the literary 

The definitions below explain about what litera

"Literature is writing which expresses and 

communicates thought, feelings, and attitudes towards 

I I f e" (Rr->es, Cnulish Lit1::.•rature: An Introduction For 

t"ureign l?eaders, 1973:5) and "it is valued as works of 

~,-t (dramd, nuvel, poetry contrasted with technical books 

and journc1lism)" (Hornby, The Advanced Learner's D.iction

dl")' Of Current Et1£Jl.ish, 1963:664). 

One of literature genre is novel. It is one of 

literary works which the writer likes to analyze. The 

1.li . .'finition below explain about what novel is. "Novel: the 

~:( 1 th century generic: term for any type of prose fiction 

of book length in which characters and actions are pre

sented in a plot as if representing persons and events in 

ret1l 1 i fe" (Encyclopedia Americana Vol. 20, Americana 

Corp., 1?~7:510). 

Cllar·acte.•rs ,3nd actit"Jns which are described in a 

slory ~r~ phenomena which readers can see in everyday 

Ji. re. Cl1aractl-:'r~, sa.y, think, act as human being. A story 

whi.ch is told in a novel is also about human life and 

th,dr· problems which they have to face in this life • 
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The way characters speak and act in novel are the same 

with hum~n being do. As Compton's Pictured Encyclopedia 

w,- .i tes that "Novel consist of facts from real life 

filtereu thruuqh the noveJisl's imayination to become a 

well orginized and vital human story" (1962). It is easy 

since it ·fur readers to understand a story in a novel 

n::>presen ls rec1 l life which they usually face. Even, 

through novel, readers can enlarge their experiances and 

knowledges about life. As having explained by Graham 

Llltle in his book An Introduction To Li tera turP.. He 

, .. , In tes lha l "(loud l .i ter.=1 t:ure adds to our unders tanll ing 

of Jife ln the world around U!:>. It embodies thoughts and 

IPeling of mattHrs on human importance" (1966:2). 

Lil:eraturv can be as a media to show a philosophy 

or idea. (-\n icll:c'a is put in a story, an author creates. 

Fn:?quen I: J y literature is thought of as a form of 

philosophy, as 'ideas· wrapped in form. Literature 

can be l:reated as a document in the history of 

i<.lc:>,1<.:, and phy 1 osophy, "fur 1 i te,~ary history para.1-

le ls and r-ef lects intellectual history. · History of 

Ideas· is simply a specific approach to the general 

history or thought, usiny literature only as docu

ment and illustration (Welleck, Theory Of L.itera

ture, 1 c17u: J..l 1) 

Th1-ough the story, the phy I osophy is not just as a theory 

of phy 1 o~;ophy wh.i ch m,1ybe uneasy tc.1 Lie uncle rs tL1od. Yet, 
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it is an application of phylosopy in a story so it makes 

the readers becomes easy to understand it. 

In this study, the writer finds that there is an 

idea which is showed in William Saroyan's One Day in the 

Afternoon of the World. The idea is called Trancenden

talism. 

As a self-styled prophet of 

(believing in the virtue 

a native resurgence 

of self-relient indi-

vidualism, in the innate goodness of man and the 

rightness of his impulses) he has followed the 

tradition of American Trancendentalism of Emerson. 

(Nyren. Modern ADJer ioan Li te1·a ture, 1983: 143) 

Holman explains in his book entitled A Handbook to 

Literature about what Trancendentalism is. Briefly, it is 

about human intuition, conscience. The human intuition is 

divine thing in human being since what conscience says is 

always good, wise and meaningful. So, we must trust to 

human intuation since to trust it is really to trust the 

voice of God speaking intuitively within us. This ideal

ism can create the specific personality to human being. 

In this novel, trancendentalism is depicted through 

the description of the personality of the main character. 

His personality is established by analysing his relation

ship ~ith his separate family living in New York. Through 

this analysis, it will show that there is a certain 

phylosophy called trancendentalism showed by the main 
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character. In this study, the writer is interested in 

analysing the personality of the main character who shows 

trancendentalism. 

In this study, the writer chooses William 

as the author of the novel that she analyzes. As 

Saroyan 

stated 

before that there is trancendentalism in his novels. She 

is interested in analysing his capability in writing 

about trancendentalism through his novel entitled One Day 

in the Afternoon of the Wo1·ld. 

I.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEMS 

Based on the background of the study, the writer 

decides to analyze the main character who describes the 

certain philosophy called trancendentalism. She states 

the problem through the following guestion : 

a. How does the story tell about the personality 

of the main character? 

b. How does the story depict trancendentalism 

in the story? 

I.3 OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY 

The writer determines the objective of the study to 

the following sentences. 

a. To know the personality of the main character 

who is judged as the one describing the 

certain phylosophy called trancendentalism. 
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b. To get a clear understanding about 

trancendentalJsm which is described in the 

story. 

1.4 SIGNIFICANCE OF Tl-IE STUDY 

There are many significances that the writer gets 

ln::im sludyin~1 W.i.lliam Saroyan's novel entitled One Day 

.in the Afternoon of the World. 

,- J. rs t, it will increase her capability in analysing 

literary work especially William Saroyan's novel. 

s~cond, it can increase her knowledge about human life. 

Third, it gives the understanding about the use of human 

intuation in this life from Saroyan's novel. 

Tile writer also hopes that this study will be necessary 

for the students of English Department who want to ana

lyze literature, especially that has relationship with 

William Saroyan's works. 

I • :; SCCIPE AND L Itll TAT I ON 

This study is going to analyze William Saroyan's 

novel entitled One Day in the Afternoon of the Norld 

l.llrough the llescription of the main character of the 

story wllosr~ name:.• is Yep Muscat. To keep the analysis in 

.i.t.s uim, she st.,1tes the limitation through the "following 

statements: 

a. This study limits the analysis on analysing the per-
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sonality of the main character. It is established by 

analysing his relationship with his separate family. 

The main character's range, speech, and action can 

reveal his relationship with his separate family and 

his perscmal.1ty. 

Ii. It has been judged thut the idea as depicted in the 

story is about trancendentalism. It is used as the 

tool to analyze the personality of the main charac

ter-. 

I-6 TI-IEORETICAL BACKGROUND 

In this study, the writer uses intrinsic approach. 

It is used to analyze the main character since this study 

fi '~ goiny lo knc1w the persona 1 i ty of the main character 

who .i.s judged as the one who describes the certain phy

losophy called trancendentalism. 

She also uses trancendentalism approach in this 

study. By this approach, she focuses to analyze the 

personality of the main character based on the trancen

dentalism theory. 

I.'/ METHOD OF THE STUDY 

Method of the study is as the procedure or the way 

u f ,1na l ysing the m.-1in c harac: ter as pie tu red in the story. 

In this study, the writer uses descriptive analysis 

method. Through the method, the character·s range, 
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speech, appearance, and action are used as the tool 

~escribe the personality of the main character. 

J.(J DEFINITION UF KEY TERMS 

Consciuosness: all the ideas, thoughts, feelings, 

wishes, intentions, rer.:ol l ec tions 

uf a person. 

[),.•s tiny: that wllic: h happens to somebody thought of as 

deler-111.i m;1cJ in advance fate. 

Intuition: ( pow1:?r of) the irnmedia te understanding 

of samolhing without conscious reasoning 

or study. 

Love: the attr·at:.b.on, desire or affection felt for a 

person whu a rouses, delight or admiration or 

elicits tenderness, symphatetic interest or 

benevolence; devoted affection. 

to 

P1•1 .. sorial i ty: qu,d i t.i.es tl,at make up a person· s character 

Tr ,:mcentlen ta l .'i~m: the notion which stressing on the 

intuatiun of men functioning to 

lead them in this life well (Wesep, 

Seven S,;;,ges: The Story of American 

Phylosophy, 1960). 

l .'l ORGANCZATION OF THE STUDY 

This paper is devided into four chapters. Chapter I 

Lillks about the introduction containing the definition of 
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background of the study, statement of the problems, 

1J~jeclive and significance of the study, scope and limita-

l..i.CJn, theoretical background, definition of key terms, 

,11HJ me t:hcJd of the study. 

Chapter II talks about theoretical framework, gives 

further explanation about the approaches which are used 

,19 the rnain toul l:o analyze this novel and related study 

which talks about the study that has direct connection 

with the writer analysis. 

Chaptru· I I I talks about descriptive analysis o·f the 

main chardcter which is divided into three subchapters. 

Those cire the .:malysis of the main character's range, 

speech, and action as described in the story. 

Chapter· IV is conclusion about the main point of 

Lhe whole analys.ts of the personality of the main charac-
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