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AilSTRACT 

In the em of modem litemture, especially in poetcy, T. S. Eliot is one of some 
poets that use symbolism. But he ha.s his own method. His method is called the 
mythical method. Eliot uses myths to build the structure of the poem with the 
allusions and the fagments that are ta.ken from myths so that the poem is full of 
juxmpositionaJ imAges, symbols, and references. They are put together in Tht W a.rlt 

L111J to build the tl1eme of emptiness of lifo. 
nus thesis aims to analyze the contribution of the symbols and the 

references that Eliot uses. They are analyzed to discover the way they contribute the 
theme about c.'tnptinc1111 of life in the poem. Emptiness of life is a condition in lite in 
which the subject ha.s nothing meaningful, or in which the subject does not get 
satisfaction in life. 

Since this thesis focuses in finding out the contribution of the symbols and 
the intertextuaJ references to the theme, the writer uses Semiotics Approach 1md 
IntertextuaJ Approach. The Semiotics approach used to study the signification by 
attempting to describe the conventions and semiotic operations responsible for the 
interpretations. 111c lntcrlcxlu:al llppro:ad1 is ncc<lc<l lo rcvc:aJ 1Jac iulcrrcl:atiouship 
between the poem and the notes of references that Eliot ha.d written in the '�otes 
of The Was le lmu1° and other readings. 

This poem tells the stories of human in their lives facing many problems in 
their lives llS the reflection of the emptiness of life. The poem is divided into five 
part!; with the titles Tht B11rial of tht D"1tl, A Gamt of Cht.tr, Tht Fi" Sm11on, Dtalh l!J 
Waln-, and Whot TIN TIJllndtr Said In the first p� the poem tells about the lives in 
the modem life influenced by the World Wu I. Part II tells :iboul 11 Lrwne of chess as 
a symbol of the defeat of women in loveless lovemaking. Part III tells about the love 
and lives of m:&n and woman experienced by one person, Taresio.s. In part IV, Eliot 
tells about the purification of the people in the previous parts by doing "death by 
Wlltet''. ·n1e last part tells about the situation after the purification; the bless of God 
is �oming to the lives of the people. 

1bis study is hoped to be useful for further litemry research conceming with 
this poem and also will he a contribution to the study of literature especially in 
analyzing poetry. The writer also hopes that this thesis will enlarge the understanding 
about life. 
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ABSTRAKSI 

Di pen:atumn sastm modem, khususnya. puis� T. S. Eliot a.dalah sa.tu dari 
banyak pcnguang ymg banyak mcnggunalwi simbolism. Tct.api dia mempwiyai 
metode sendiri yang disebut �t!JiM/ mtthotl. Metode ini digum1ka.n daliun memba.ngun 
struktur puisi ini dengm kutipm-kutipan clan potongan-potongan cerita y.ing diambil 
d4ri mitos-mitos sehinggv. puisi ini penuh dengan gnmba.r.ut-gnmbarlln, simbol

simbol dm refeasi-referensi y.uig diletaklwt secam seja.ja.r. Mereka semua disa.tukan 
di d:Uam TIN W aslt LanJ untuk mcmbmi,rur1 tcma t.cnlJlne kclwsonL'IUl hid up. 

Katya skripsi ini bectujuan untuk mengana.lisa. kontribusi simbol-simbol da.n 
referensi-refercnsi yang diguna.kan Eliot dalarn puisi ini. Scmuanya dianalisa. untuk 
mcncmukan cara. mereka membantu peng1utia.n tema tenta.ng kekosongan hidup. 
Kekosongan hidup adalflh sebuah kondisi diinana seseoamg mera.sa. tida.k mempunyai 
hicfup yang herarti 11t4U dim11t11 sescor1utg itu ticLik dnpal mendapnt.lmn kepun.snn 
cWam hidupnya. 

Knr�na skripsi ini m�musotknn nnnlisn·nyn cii cfolam mr.nr.rn11k11n lcontrih11Ri 
simbol-siinbol dAn rcfcreosi-referensi antar text kepa.da tema, pcnulis mengguna.kan 
pendekatm Semiotik dan pendekatan intertextual. Pcndckatan Scmiotik digunlllwl 
untuk mP.mpelajAri �.11A11ci1uu1 simbol simhol tt-rschut dr.ngnn mr11<!oh11 uutuk 
rnenjeh.sbn konvensi-konvensi da.a operasi semiotikaoym di dal1UI1 inteipretasinya. 
PendekAtm Tntertextutal digunakan untuk rnembuka hubungan ant.Ara puisi dan 
oatatan-catatan referensi yang teWi Eliot tulis di daWn "Notes of '!he Waste Land" 
clan juga bacun-bacaan lainnyu.. 

Puisi ini mencerit:Akan tentang cerit.a.-cerita manusia. di daLun hidup mere� 
)'2fig' mt.'llemukan bany.ak. uwalah sebagai retleksi kekosongm dalam hidup mereka. 
Puisi ini dibagi menjadi lima bagian dengnn judul-judul Tht Bllriol of tht DtaJ, A G1J111t 
of Cmss, TIM Fm Smna11� Dtalh l!J Waln; clan Whal TM T/mnder Said. Bagian pertama 
menceritakan tentAng kehidupa.n modem y1111g terimbas oleh Perang Dunia. I. Badian 
kedw. menceriakan tentang peanainan catur yang menyimbolka.n keka.laban wania 
cWAm pennainan cint.a. ynng tanpA cint4. Bagirut ket:ign mencerit1kan tent'Ulg 
kehidupan da.n perci11taa11 lefa.ki da.n wruutA yru1g dia.lan1i oleh satu orang yaitu 
Tiresias. B:tgian keempa.t menceritakan tentang penyucia.n diri m11J1usia dengim 
meJakulwi ''kematinn di dttlam air". Bnp,inn temkhir menceritakan trntang sinrnsi 
sclcl:&l1 ix·nyuci:u1 lc:rscl>ut; rcstu Tub:u1 :i.k:ut datai1g kc kchidupau m:umsi:i. 

Penelitian ini diharapbn a.ka.n berguna untuk riset sllstra yang bcrsangkutan 
dcnir:u1 puisi ini dau jugia i1k:u1 mcnjatli h:1J1tu:u1 unluk pc11diti:u1 i;11slt:a khususuy.1 
dafam mengmtalisa puisi. Penulis juga berho.rap o.go.r pusi ini dapat memunbah 
pengertian tentang ludup. 
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How'd you like to be alone and drowning 

Third Eye Blind: Narcolep5 
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