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INTRODUCTION 

I . 1 Backsround of t he S tudy 

Literature is an imitat i on or m irror of l if e . I n  

large mean ing, l ife c an b e  a portrait of soc i a l  real ity . 

I t  is poss ib le to s�y that l i terature can exp l ain a 

certain k ind of re l at ionship between t he work of art and 

the society in which i t  was p roduced . The author was a 

membe r  o f  soc ie ty .  H e  was impressed by importan t  soc i a l  

issues that t o o k  p l ace in h i s  t ime . T hose encouraged h i m  

to create a l iterary work . I n  t h i s  case , the au thor 

f ocused on the social real i ty in his own time . 

Accord ing to S h i p l ew (1962 ) : 

"The re lat i on between l iterature and soc iety is 

evident that the contemporary soc i a l  s i tu a t i on w i l l  

be ref l ected in a l iterary work " ( • .  p : 254-255), 

From t he above p o in t  of v iew we can say that 

l iterature can be cons idered as a ref lect ion of a 

p�r ticu l ar soc iety in which characters are r evealed or 

presented as the product o f  its age . The au thor mean t to 

1 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI THE AMERICAN SOCIETY... NATARIMA NUGRAHENI



have h i s  c haracters would be b e l i evable 

of rea l ity of his age and tr ied to make 
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representat ive 

h i s  characters 

seem r ea l  by descr ibing the v i r tues or vices. 

To focu s  on characters as members o.f society, the 

wr i te r  chooses novel . Some features of n ovel are that 

nove l i s  greatly con cerned . w ith charaQters , n ovel is the 

best form to display r e al i sm o f  social set i ing and time , 

and the most obvious f eatur e  o f  novel as a lit erary form 

is its l enght . Based on those facts , no�el w i l l  have 

time to d eve lop c on s id e rable atten ti on to the 

relationship between character and social setting It 

w i ll presen t  us with vivid p icture of its t ime and 

social set t ing . 

As Beckson and Gan z (1989 ) s aid : 

" Novel concern s  i tself essen t ially with the 

d ep i ct i on of the con temporary world and the analysis 

o f  c haracters . I t  can be used as the analysi s  o f  man 

in society (p . 181 ) 

The.quotation above expla ins that nove l can be 

used to ana lyse the c lose r e lat ionship of characters and 

soc iety . T he p i ctur e  o f  the c haracters in soc i ety which 

n ovel presen t s  i s  a ref lection o f  a certain soc i al 
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rea l i ty at the t ime the n ove l was created . So, the 

characters that n ove l present are representat ive of 

certain time and also in certain place . 

The w r iter c enters her atten t i on on Amer i c an 

n ovels in the twenties and takes one of them as her 

object of ana lysis due to the fact that Amer i can 

nove l ists in the tw.en t i es had ser ious in terest in soc ial 

is_§lles . They main ly con cerned with some aspects of 

soc iety as the background for t heir charac ters . T he 

twen t i eth cen tu ry i s  a t ime of inc reas ing instabi li ty of 

soc i ety . The s o c iety lost v iew of lif e  because of t he 

in f lu ence o f  the deve lop ing o f  in tellectual and 

mater i a l . Some discoverie� of modern technology made men 

fail to real ize a better wor ld and the last caused the 

destruct ion . T h is kind of cond i t i on reflected in the 

twen t i eth century l iterature , especially the n ovel . 

bec ause it is t he most widely - read form of literature 

at that time. 

Francis Scott Fitzgerald is a great American 

nove l i st in t he twenties . He had the ab il ity to present 

the atmosphere of s o ci al rea l i ty ,  espec ially Amer ican 

lite at his age so t hat he i s  c on s idered by others as a 
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representative figur e  of the age. I t  means that most o f  

his works d e a l  with s ocial rea lity a t  the time h e  wrote 

his works. 

W atkins s tated that : 
. 

. 

One of the f eatures of Scott Fitzserald's work is an 
awareness o f  t he Amer ican trad ition and the 
excellen t  of his"works is t he brilliance t o  portrait 
Amer ican society in the 1920 ' �  ( p . 201 ) 

Scott F itzgerald was a writer who was c losely related to 

his own time. His advance i s  his imagin ative ski l l  to 

grasp o r  look at a t ime and a place, the condi t i on o f  

American society of t he 182 0 ' s  t hat h e  revealed in h i s  

works . H e  was concern ed with t h e  aspects of society a s  

the background for hi1 characters . 

Throuah Scott Pitzserald ' s  works, we wi l l  set 

understanding of the Ameri can society in h i s  

contemporary time which can b e  a valuab l e  achievemen t 

sinc e  he was always aware o f  abou t h i s  t ime and his 

place . T he decad e  of t he 1920 ' s  esp e c i al ly in t he 

Un i ted States corrupted by the chaos of growing 

instab i l ity of society. T h is aroused Scott F itzgerald ' s  

desire to portray the vision of American life expressed 

in his nove ls such as T he Sid e of Parad ise , The 
.............. 
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Beautiful and Damned , T he Great Gatsby , Tend er Is the 
I 

NiSht , The Last Tycoon . 

Publis hed in 1925 , The Great Gatsbl is the most 

bri l liance work of Scott Fitzgerald . It is his 

mast erpiece during his lif e  time to b e  a wri ter . The 

Great Gatsby te l ls us abou t a portrayal of the way of 

life of the Ame rican r ich .  In t his nove l we can see the 

portrait of the society whose the way o f  lif e  is 

cor rup t . The author mean t  t o  show completely t he 

American upper o l ass· fai lu r e . The advan c e  and real 

prosress of The Great Gatsby lies in its use o f  first 

person narrator, Nick Carraway . The narrator becomes the 

voice of judgement especial ly for the major character , 

t hat is Jay Gatsby . T hrough t he n arrator, it seems that 

t he nove l presents the characters as the implicati on 

o f  a group o f  soc iety becomes so live ly sin c e  the 

n arrator add s  a further recognition of. the socia l  

imp lication o f  the c haracters· l ives . 

The thesi s  is· dealing wit h  the 1s2o·s American 

society as reflected in T he Great Gatsbl . The writer is 

attracted to r e late the nove l , The Great Gatsby wit h  

the American society of the 1e2o·s since the writer 
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not ices that the n ove l has soc ial real i ty aspect, t he 

Amer ic an s oc iety in t he 1920 ' s .  

The d ecade o f  the 1920 ' s  part i ou}ar ly in t he 

Un ited States came c loser to having a 

un iqueness than most reoosn ized periods . 

sharp ly d ef ined 

At this t ime 

there was a shift of power from Europe to Amer ica t hat 

took p lace after t he F i rst World W ar . Amer ican r ich had 

emerged as a d is t inct social group . Weal t h , leisure were 

importan t . The on ly regu�rements for admiss ion were 

money and t he cond i t ion , for any member of t he f l o.c k , 

that he or she wou ld be respectab l e . They worshipped 

mon ey . The Amer ican wasted money more reckless ly than 

anyone ever d id before . They spent more to less purpose . 

They had n o  sense o f  values , and they d id not know. what 

to do w i t h  the i r  money when they got i t , except to use 

i t  and to make more , or throw away . F i tzgerald save a 

descr ipt ion of the contemporary of hia decade that had 

begun into the dark o f  "vi o lence " ,  that we�e victim of 

murder , suic ide, casu a l  bruta l ity , etc . 
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I .  2 .  S t atement of the Problem 

Based on the background of the study ,  the 

statement of the prob l em i s  : 

" Does the n ove l ,  The Great Gatsby r e f l ect the 

Amer ican soc iety in the 1920 ' s  ? " 

I. 3 .  Object ive of the S tudy 

T he object ive of the study is to prove that the 

n ovel , The Great Gatsby 

soc iety . 

ref lects t he 1920 ' s  Amer ican 

I .·4 . S ign if icance of the Study 

From t he n ovel , T he Great Gatsby we can get 

better understand ing about Amer ican soc ie ty in the 

1s2o·s . 

The n ovel also contains valuab l e  thoughts which 

ho ld in soc iety and those perhaps can be a�p l ied to our 

soc iety if they are u sefu l or can· be refused as 

teachings i f  they a r e  con s idere'd to oause to lose . 

The last but n o t  least , t he t hesis i s  also hoped 

to g ive contr ibu t ion to the s tudy of Scott F i tzgerald ' s  
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works , espec i a l ly for t hose who wan t to study The Great 

Gatsby . 

I.5. Scope and L im i tat i on 

The thesi s  is l imited on two respects : 

F ir s t ly , the t hesis is emp has iz ��g on the 

e l ements that are related to the subject of the ana lys i s  

that a r e  p l o t , sett in1 , character . 
I 

Second ly , .  the t hes i s  i s  a lso deal ing w i t h  

the Amer ican society in the 1 9 2 0  ·s as ref l.eoted in the n o  

ve l ,  The Great Gatsby . 

I . 6 . T heoret ical Background 
I 

T he approach used in analys ing t he t hes i s  is 

mime t ic approach . M imetic approach is t he exp lan at i on of 

art as essen t i a l ly an imitat ion of aspects of the 

un iverse . It emphas i zes on t he relat i on between a work 

of art and the extern a l  aspect of un i verse·, see ing it as 

a way of reproducing or recreat inl the character as an 

imitat i on or ref lec t i on of human act ion . 
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T he wr i ter app l ies mime t i c  approach for the 

thes is is deal ing wit h  the 1820 ' s  American society as· re­

f lected in the nove l , The Great Gatsby . In this case , 

the analys is concerns wit h  the external po int reference 

of the wor k ,  that is t he American soc i ety in the 1920 ' s . 

W i t h  respect to the obj ect ive of the study , the 

wr i t e r  a�plies a l iterary t heory of Rene W e l l ek and 

Aus t in Warren which advocate� intrinsic e l ements of the 

lit erary work . It covers the c lose relationship of 

c haracter , p l ot , and setting . 

Besides , a �oc i o logy o f  l iterature theory i s  

app l ied t o  t he t he s is a s  the supporting theory d u e  to 

the fact that the thesis c oncerns with ' the American 

soc iety in the 1920 ' s . I n  this case , the writer uses the 

theory o f  conformity. 

I.7. M e thod of the S tudy 

To support the thesis, the wri t er app l ies l ib rary 

research . S he col lects the d ata and the sources from the 
. 

reference books , or some pr inted mater ial deal ing w ith 

Scott F itzgerald 's works , especial ly the n ove l The Great 
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Gatsby and its cr itic ism . The wr iter also f inds out some 

informat ion from other books whioh deal with theory and 

approach which are used in the thes is . S ince the t hes is 

concerns with the Ame r i can soc i ety of the 1920 ' s ,  the 

wri ter tr ies to· get some books about American soc iety of 

the 1920 ' s .  To find out the a l l  reference books , the 

writer has to go to A i rl angga Un ivers ity L ib rary , Petra 

U n iver s i ty L ibrary , W idya Mandala Un ivers i ty L ibrary , 

and Gaj ah Mad a  University L ibrary . 

Engaged w ith the analysis of the' n ove l ,  the 

wr iter uses t he conten t analys is me th�d. It is the. kind 

ot met hod which is.based on the content of a l i terary 

work . 

I . 8 .  Def in it i on of Key Terms 

Mater i a l i sm Obsess i on with materi a l  posse-

ssion . The b e l ief t hat money is the only thing to 

pursue t he happ iness or a tenden cy to j udge everything 

in mon etary terms . 

The estab l i shed r i ch : I n  the n ovel · , it refers 

to those who have had their money inher it from the ir 

fami ly for a l ong , l ong t ime ago . 

" 
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T he newly rich 
I ; 
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Those who get t heir r ic hness 
'in such a hur ry . They live in a wor ld of ostentat ious 

vu lgari ty b ec ause of achieving too ear ly success t hey 

find . 

Osten t atious Like to showw of o r  to disp lay 

we� l t h  intended t o  impress peop l e  or make t hem envi ous . 

Bootl egger Someone who smugg�es or makes 

·and se l ls something ( usu a l ly alcoho l ) i l legal ly . .  

I . 9 .  O rsanization of the Paper 

The thesis wi l l  b e  d evided into five chapters . 

The first c hapter is Introduction which i s  

subdevided int o  Background of t h e  Study , S t at ement of 

the Problem, Objective o f  t he S tudy , Significan ce o f  t he 

Study , S cope and L�mitation , T heor e tical ·Background , 

Method o f  the S tudy , Definition of Key Terms, and 

Organization o f  t he Paper . 
I 

The second c hapt er is Theoretical Framework 

consisting o f  mimetic approach , a literary t heory of 

Rene W e l l e k  and Austin Warren, and a a ooio lo1y o f  

literature t heory of conformity. 
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The third chapter is about B i ographical Sk etch of 

of t he Author in which it focuses on the author ( Sc ott 

F i tzgerald} and his person al l ife , h is idea ,  and h is 

thought . 

The fourth chapter w i l l  be the Ana lysis . For t h is 

chap ter , the writer w i l l  c lar ify a l l  the problems to 

mak e  so lut ions . 

The t hes is is c l osed by the f i fth chapt e r , 

Conc lus i on in which the wr iter w i l l  summar ize of all 

that have been ana lysed in t he previous chapters . 
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