
CHAPTER IV 

A NA L Y SI S  

I n  this chapter , the writer wi l l  · analyse plot , 

character, and sett ing that can explain the situation of 

the 1920"s American society as reflected in 

The Great Gatsby . .  

F�retly , the wri ter.wi l l  make the table of plot 

and setting o f  the nove l· and then make detail explanation 

about thos� three elements. 

The writer wi l l  also explain the real situation of 

the American society in the decade o f  1920"s before 

relating with the characters in the nove l .  

IV . 1  Table of plot and sett ing . 

To make the readers easier in understanding the 

course of the nove l� the writer puts the plot and the 

setting into the table chronological ly . 

Table of Plot & Setting 

Sett ing 
Plot 

Physical Emotional 

I 
1 Nick rents a small house Spring , 1922• 

in West Ess which is in-
habited by the newly rich• 

34 
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2 Next to him there is a in West Egg. 
house that �tands l i�e an 
enermous factual imitat-

3 

I I  

ion some Hote l de Ville . 
The owner is Mr . Jay Gata 
by who is rich. 

Nick has dinner with his 
distant cousin Daisy.Jor
dan tells Niok that Tom , 
Da1sy•s husband has some 
women . 

4 Nick with Tom go to New 
York and Tom offers Nick 
his mistre ss , .Myrtl e  Wil 
son . 

5 Myrtl e·s sister informs 
Nick that neither Tom nor 
Myrtle can stand the per 
son they are married to· 

Daiay"'s
houae , East 
Egg• 

Tom " s apart
ment , New -
York . 

III 
6 Jay Gatsby is having luxu In the sum 

r ious parties dur ing the mer , Gatsby"s 
summer.His parties atten house.People 
ed by the rich· l ike to make 

7 Nick and other guests 
don"t know who real ly 
Gatsby is• 

affairs . 

Gatsby " s
house . 

35 

luxury , ex
ce l lance , un 
happiness 

adultery. 

glamorous , 
unfaithful. 

8 Gatsby te l l s  his l i fe to 
Niok that he is the son 
of wealthy peqple . He 
l ived l ike ra�ah in all 
the capital of Europe. 

on the way ostentatious 
to New York· 

9 

10 

Gatsby introduce s  his 
friend , Meyer Wol fsheim to 
Nick. He is Gatsby"s par 
ner in bootlegging• 

Nick meets Jordan for tea· 
She tel l s  Gatsby " s  ear ly 
acquantance with Daisy in 
1917. Gatsby loved Daisy· 
He was not able . to return 

at the res 
taurant , New 
York . 

In New York· 
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1 1  

from the war i n  time to 
marry her . 

Niok real izes that Gatsby on the way 
bought his mansion in or- home to West 
der to meet Daisy . He - Egg . 
wants to impress Daisy 
with his richness• 

36 

v 
12 Nick has an idea of ar -

ranging the meeting bet
ween Gatsby and Daisy at 
Gatsby"'s reque.st . 

Niok"'s house adultery . 
in West Egg. · 

13 Gatsby asks Daisy to go Gatsby "'s m�n 
to his mansion. He wants sion • 

to show off his mansion 
and its furnishings that 
are glamourous . He in-
tends to impress Daisy 
with his richness . 

VI 
14 The origin of Gatsby was 

born James Gatz . He -
ohansed his name at the 
ase of seventeen• 

15 .Gatsby , again inv ites the 
people for supper and 
tel l s  Tom that he has al 
ready known Daisy . 

Gatsby "'s 
house 

16 Gatsby tel l s  Nick that he Gatsby"'s 

VII 

wants Daisy to get di - house • 

vorce from Tom and he 
will marry her as if it 
was five years ago . Nick 
reminds Gatsby that he 
can"'t repeat the past . 

17 Daisy invites Nick , Gatsby Daisy ' s  
and Jordan for lunch . Tom house . 
is ·j ealouse•of Gatsby . 

18 The fivesome dec ides to at the Hotel 
so to New York . Soon af- in New York• 
ter they arrive. they 
make a party . Gatsby 
forces Daisy to te l l  Tom 

luxurious 
but the ta 
te is cheap. 
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19 

20 

21 

22 

V I I I 

that she loves him not 
Tom. 

Tom reveals the mysteri
ous of Gatsby's sudden 
rich comes from bootlegg
ing, an illegal business. 
Daisy gets angry with Tom 
because she knows that 
Tom has some women. 

Daisy hi ts My
'
rtle Wilson 

by Gatsby's car which· Da
isy drives until she is 
dead. 

Nick is stopped by Gatsby 
voice.He hears that it 
was Daisy that hit Myrtle. 
However, Gatsby i s  wil
l ing to sacrifice himself 
to tell anybody that he 
was respns ible for the 
acc i dent . 

Daisy cheats Gatsby and 
follows her husband that 
Gatsby is responsible for 
Myrtle·� death. She 
leaves Gatsby and chooses 
Tom. 

at the Hotel 
in New· Yori<.·. 

in f rot of 
Wilson's gas 
station. 

in East Egg. 

Daisy's 
house. 

23 Nick asks Gatsby to leave Gatsby's 

24 

I X  
25 

his house to avoid the house. 
danger which will come to 
him.Gatsby will not leave 
Oai�y. 

While Gatsby is lying in 
the swimming pool waiting 
for a call from Da i sy, 
Myrtle ' s husband shoots 
him until he i s  dead • 

Only few people come to 
Gatsby's funeral. Nick 
takes care of the details 
of Gatsby's funeral · 

Gatsby's 
swimming 
pool. 

Gatsby c:eme 
tary. 
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violence , 

sadness · 
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26 N i c k  vowes tha t h i s  
f r i end s h i p  w i t h  Da isy and 
Tom ended . He d e c i d es to 
return to M i dd l e  West 

I V . 1 . 1  P l o t 
-

in t he au
tumn · 

39 

T he course o f  t he nove l shows t ha t . Ga tsby ' s  trag i c  

l i fe i s  caused by h i s  mee t i n g  w i th a beau t i f u l  g i r l , 

Daisy . I t  was i n  191 7 . J ay . Ga tsby j oi ned the Army and he 

l'i ved near Daisy ' s  home . He was very a t tracted to a 

y oung , g l amourous and l ove l y  g i r l , Da i s y . Un f o r tun a te l y ,  

Gats by had to g o  to t he war and he was n o t  a b l e  to re turn 

f rom t he war i n  t i me to �arry her • .  I n s tead , Daisy ma r r i ed 

Tom B u c hanan f rom Chi cag o , t he man came f rom wea l thy 

f am i l y  

Ga t s by ' s  f a i l ure i s  h i s  i l l usory v i s i on tha t he 

can g e t  Daisy w i t h  money . He has s pen t y ea rs to bu i l d up 

his person a l i tY, and to f ind much money so that he can w i n  

Da i sy back . H i s  who l e  l i f e  i s  d evo ted to t he f u li i l l men t 

o f  a d ream tha t he can repea t t he pas t : he i s  sure to 

g e t  D a i sy ba c k . The means to create his g oa l  i s  

m a ter i a l ism . Gatsby d e c ides t o  l i ve a t  Wes t Egg , a p l a ce 

on Long I s l and . I t  is the p l a ce for t he wea l t hy soc i e ty . 

He in tend s  to g e t  used to socia l i ze w i t h  u p pe r  c l ass 

. ' 
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peo p l e ,  l i k e  Daisy ' s  c l ass . Ga t s by boug h t  a man s i on at 

West Egg so that Da i sy ' s  house J us t  ac ross t he bay and he 

c an mee t Dai sy . I t  is a fac tua l i m i t a t i on o f  some Hote l 

de Vi l l e in Normand y  

A l l t he q uo t a t i on s  here , a r e  re f e r r i n �  t o  t he nove l • 
• 

N i c k  says , " The one my r i g h t  i s  a f ac tua l i m i t a t i on 
o f  some Hote l de V i l l e on Normancry • • • • • • • •  0 •  " I t  i s  
Ga tsby ' s  man s i on . Ac ross the courtesy bay the whi te 
p a l aces o f  f ashion a b l e . East Egg g l i t tered a l on g  t he 
water i s  Daisy house " ( p . 5 ) 

Gatsby l ives among t he c o r ru p t  peop l e .  H i s  

bac k g round i s  c osmopo l i tan t ,  tha t . i s t he Ame r i can r ic h .  

Among t h i s  soc iety has an i d ea l i sm that money i s  the 

means to get every t i n g . By g e t t i n g  muc h money , they can 

d o  a l l they w�n t .  The peop l e  a round h i m  a re a l l  r i c h  but 

bored . They o f ten have l u x u r i ous pa r t i es un ti l g e t  d run k . 

Du r i n g  t he summer Ga t s by o f ten ho l ds pa r t i es whic h a re 

a t ten d ed by t he r i c h  peop l e  a round hi m .  j a z z  orc hestra 

accom pan ies the · Q l i t te r i n g  party . The p i c ture o f  

Gatsby ' s  mans i on i s  f u l l o f  beau t i f u l  peo p l e  and 

c hampagne � The gues ts s pend t he i r  wee k en d  by a t tend in g  

party , d anc i n g , eat i n g  muc h , d r i n k i n g  much un t i l g e t t i n g  

drun k . T h e  most prom i n en t  c o l ors a t  t he pa r t i es a re 

s i l ver and g o l d ,  represen t i n g  the wea l t h  o f  mod e rn 

soc iety . Thei r t he way o f  l i f e  i s  f u t i l i ty . J a y  Ga tsby i s  

obsessed w i t h  the wonder o f  h i s  soc iety ' s  way o f  l i f e . He 

wan ts to be a pprec i a ted as t he r i c h  by o t hers , he n eeds 
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t o  be . con s id ered a s  t h e  best , and h e  d is ires to be long t o  

the one whose the way o f  l i fe i s  being id eal ized . Al l of 

he intends i s  in order to get a recogn i t i on from t he 

society ·around him , in c luded Daisy so that he can attract 

. Daisy 
There is a mus i c  from my n eighbou r ' s  house through 
the su·mmer n ight . In his b lue garden man and S i r l s  
c ome and s o  l ike moths among the whi sper ings and the 
champagne . . . . .  ( p . 39 )  

Gatsby starts to te l l  N ick that he comes from an 

honourab l e  fam i ly . He l ived l ike a young · raj ah in a l l  

the cap i tals of Europe - Paris , Rome , Ven ioe . He now 

l ives in a man s i on and keeps a luxu r ious car 

One day N ick . arranges a meet ing between Gatsby and 

Daisy at Gatsby ' s  reques t . Gatsby app�ars for the meet ing 

luxu r ious ly . He is wear ing a white su i t , s i lver s h i rt , 

and a go ld t i e . Here , s i lver and gold for Gatsby are the 

co lors of wealth . He shows h i s  man s ion and its 

furn ishings that are fu l l  of mon ey . H e  d ispl ays his 

wealth inten t i onal ly to attract Daisy . Later he shows 

Daisy around h i s  man s ion and its fu rn ishings that are 

fu l l  o f  luxu ry 

" I  want you and D aisy to come over to my house , "  
Gatsby says . " I ' d  l ike to s how her around " . " See how 
the who le front of it catohees the l ight . I agree 
that it is sp lend id " . 
" That huge palac e  there?" Daisy cr ies point ing . " Do 
you l ike i t ? " . " I  l ove it . . . . . . . . . . . .  " ( p . 9 1 ) .  

Unfortunat e ly ,  Daisy can not break away from her 

husband because Tom has both , s trenght and mon ey t hat 
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D a i s y  n eed s . Da i sy c an never l i ve w i t h  a man w h o  e x i s ts 

on Gatsby ' s  soc i a l  l eve l . They don ' t  have the same taste . 

The k in d  o f  wea l t hy wor l d  Ga t s by c reates is not 

the k i n d  o f  wea l t hy wor l d  Daisy wan ts . Moreove r , D a i sy 

k n ows t ha t  Ga tsby is r i c h  because he bec omes a rac k eteer 

However ,  Gatsby s ti l l  c on tinues his d ream to win 

bac k Dai sy .  His who l e  l i f e  is devoted to t he 

f u l f i l men t of a d ream tha t he c an rep•at the past s he i s  
.. 

sure to get Dai sy bac k . N i c k  reminds Gatsby t h a t  he c an 

n o t  r e peat the pas t . A l t houg h f i ve years ago Daisy l oved 
' 

h i m  too , everything has c hang ed now 

N i c k  s ays , " You c an ' t repea t the pas t " .  
" Can ' t  repeat the past ? "  Ea t s by c ri es i n c redu 
l ous l y .  " W hy of c ou rse you c an?" . ( p . 1 1 1 ) .  

Gatsby ' s d ream to w'i n D a i sy l eads him to t he 

dea t h . I t  i s  Dai sy who says tha t Ga tsby i s . the mu rder o f  

Myr t l e  W i l son . Ni c k  h a s  a l ready asked Ga tsby t o  l eave t he 

town to avoid t he harm w h i c h  wi l l  come to h i m . Ga tsby 

w i l l  n o t  l eave the town , he wi l l  not l eave · Daisy 

When h• i• l yi n ;  i n  hi s swi mm i n g  poo l , wa i t ing 

f o r  Da i sy ' s  message , he i s  k i l l ed by George Wi l son , the 

husban d o f  Myr t l e  W i l son . George Wi l son shoots h i m  un t i l 

he is d ead . 

Daisy , the rea l murder o f  My r t l e  W i l son n ever 

te l l s t he rea l acc i den t t o  any bod y . She l eaves the town 

w i th her husband Tom , w i t hout l ea v i n g  a messag e . 
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IV . 1. 2 .  Setting 

The story is started in the Spring of 1922 and 

ends in the Autumn . I t  is set on Long I sland , the summer 

home of weal thy soc iety , . mostly in Eas� Egg and Was� Egg 

wh ich inhabited by Jay Gatsby , Tom and Daisy Buchanan , 

Nick , etc . The Long I sland is located on the �dges of 
. 

the New York city . Twenty miles from New York there is a 

pair of enermous eggs , ident ical in contour and 

separated only by courtesy bay , just out into the most 

domistecated body of salt water in the western 

hemisphere . The enermous eggs are " East Egg and West 

Egg " . 

East Egg is the place for those who are long

establ i shed rich �  Those who have had thei r  money inherit 

from their fami ly for a long , long t ime l ive in East Egg 

for the summer East . Egg are inhab ited by wealthy soc iety 

where wealth is a m�st to have good possession . Tom and 

Daisy Buchanan l ive in East Egg . 

West Egg is the place for newly - rich . The West 

Egg people whose wealth mo st ly come from an i l legal 

business , that i s  bootlegging . They wi l l  never reach 

East Egg for all the money they spend . They can only sit 

at the water · s  edge and look across the bay to see the 

glamour of the East Egg . The West Eggers l ive in a world 

o f  ostentatious vulgarity . They consider the wealth as 

the ir only purpose although the ir taste is sti l l  
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vulgar . People are attraoted by the wealth and 

sophi st icat ion that destroy the ir moral . Jay Gatsby is a 

representative of West Egger. 

However , both , West Eggers and East Eggers are 

corrupt people . The soc iety has been corrupted by 

adopt ing · materialism as its means . Everything must be 

judged by money. In the novel we can see that the people 

are visibly represented by the cars they dr ive . In the 

Amer ican r ich , the automobi les becomes the status 

symbo l .  Tom Buchanan has got an easy - go ing blue coupe 

that sounds excelent whi le Jay Gatsby - a  car is a r ich 

cream co lor , brisht with niole and in its montrous lenght 

with tr iumphant hat - boxes and super boxes and tool 

boxes looks rather conservat ive . 

Jay Gatsby ' lives in· an enermous imitation palace , 

representat ive of the ostentat ious vulgarity of the 

newly - r ich . Across the courtesy bay the white palaces 

of fashionable East Egg gl itters along the water . Tom 

Buchanan , Daisy - a  husband has got a Georgian Co lonial 

mansion that shows his status as one of established 

rich .  Tom - a  family are enermousely wealthy . His house is 

very excel lent , a cheerful red and white Georgian 

Colonial mansion over looking the bay . The lawn startes 

at the beach unt i l  the front door for a quarter of a 

mile . The front i s  broken by a l ine of French window , 

glowing now with reflecte� gold and wide open to the 
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warm windy afternoon . Tom also keeps some ponies . 

The novel i s  concerned with Jay Gatsby ' s  reason 

to appear in West Egg . He has been fal l ing in love with 

Daisy , a beaut iful girl he ever had in the past . The 

who le elaborate decor of his mansion has been 

constructed for the purpose of a reunion with Da isy , a 
• 

reunion which wi l l  impress her with Gatsby ' s  richness . 

Gatsby tries to involve in wealthy soc iety , the same 

c lass as Daisy • s .  Gatsby lives among the corrupt people . 

His background is the American rich . The ideal of thi s  

kind soc iety is that money i s  everyt ins . They are a l l  

rich but empty . They often have excel lent part ies unt i l  

get drunk . 

Jay Gatsby ' s  mansion is l ike an imitat ion of some 

Hotel de Ville in Normandy , with a tower on one side , 

spanking new under a thin beard of raw ivy , and a marble 

swimming - poo l more than forty ·acres of lawn and 

garden . Every Friday f ive crates of oranges and lemons 

arr ive from a fruiterer in New York . At least once a 

f orthnisht a corps of caterers comes to trim a 

Chr istmas tree of Gatsby • s  enermouse · garden . On 

upstairs there are bed rooms , pool rooms , and bath rooms 

with sunken baths . The dresser is decorated with a 

toi let set of pure dul l  so ld . 

The atmosphere of the nove l i s  luxur ious but 

unhappy ( bored , empty ) .  Almost at weekends Gatsby ho lds 
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large part ies . His part ies are attended by the rich 

people around him . Al l the people come to Gatsby ' s  

mansion in the summer . Jazz orchestra accompanies the 

slittering party . The guests spend their weekends by 

attending party , danc ing , eating , dr inking much unt i l  

gett ing drunk . The picture of Gatsby * s  mansion is fu ll 
• 

of beaut iful people and champagne . In the main hal l  a 

bar with a real brass rai l is set up and stocked with 

gins and l iquors . By seven o ' clock the orchestra has 

arrived , a whole pitfu l  of trombones ,  saxophones ,  vio l s , 

cornets ,  

piccolos , low and high drums . The free party , the motor 

boats , the private beaches are the symbol of modern 

society . The most promonent co lors at the � parties are 

si lver and so ld , represent ing the wealth . People compete 

for showing off their wealth . Daisy wears white dress 

and thi s  use of color makes her look as " the enchanted 

princess" who incarnates Gatsby - a  dream . All the guests 

are rich , splendid in appearance .  They are having large 

parties , enj oying the weekends by danc ing but they are 

not happy . They don ' t  know how to spend the ir money . 

They make use of money recklessly . Go ing to luxurious 

part ies in where they meet men and women and at those 

moments they are danc ing , l i stening j azz mu�ic , gossip-

ing , f l irt ing , getting drunk . Beside s ,  people l ike to 

make affairs with married people because they are not 
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ha ppy wi t h  t he i r  owns w i ves o r  hus band s . ·  They become 

un f a i t h f u l ,  · bored , d run k , e tc . There a re so many men and 

women a re un f a i t h f u l .  A l l bec ause t hey d on ' t  have 

any t h i n g  e l se to d o . For e x amp l e ,  D a i sy has an a f f a i r 

w i t h Ga t s by anQ Tom has an a f f a i r  w i th Myr� l e  W i l son . I n  

t he Tom Buc han an ' s ' e x c e l l�nt house , Gatsby ' s  a f f a i r  w i t h  

O�isy i s  dest royed b y  Tom reve l a t i on a bou t the i l l eo a l 

bus i n ess o f  Ga tsby a s  a boo t l eg ge r . j ea l ous o f  J ay 

Gatsby . �eanwh i l a ,  Da i s y  i s  un res t fu l w hen- she k n ows her 

hus band ' s  a f f a i r  w i th someone e � se .  F rom the a bove 

p i c tures , i t  seems that an i d ea l based on materi a l i sm 

a l one i s  u l t imate l y  d es t ruc t i ve .  

I V. 2. Charac ter 

I V . 2 . 1 . J ay Gatsby , t he i l l u s i ve boy 

J ay Gatsby is a f ine a ppear i n g  g en t l eman l y  youn g 

man . He i s  a bou t t h i r ty two years o l d . He i s  an at trac

t i ve young man and has s i m p l i c i ty i n  a t t i tude . But he 

a l so l oo k s  vu l ;a r  and c heap wh i c h  have come f rom 

ac hiev i n ;  too ear l y  t he success he f i nds to h i s  purpose . 

He was born J ames Gats bu t a t  t he a;e o f  · seven teen he 

c han ged h i s  name to be Jay Ga�sby. He n ever a c c e p ts h i s  

paren ts a t  a l l , t h e  unsucce9sf u l f a rm peop l e .  Gatsby 

wan ts t o  be recog n i z ed as " J ay Gatsby '' n o t  " J ames Ga t z " ,  

the son o f  poor peop l e . 
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I ts beginnings concern a James Gat�, who .at the. 
. 

Cody .. s yacht age of seventeen , rowed out to Dan on Lake 

Superior . At this t ime , J�es Gatz changed his name to 
• 

be Jay Gatsby . Gatsby was impressed by Dan Cody , a rich 

yacht man . Gatsby had spent two weeks in a small Lauthe

ran Co l lege in Southern Minoesota but he had left and 
. 

drifted back to Lake Superior , wait ing the day that Dan 

Cody .. s yacht dropped anchor in the shal lows a long shore . 

Gatsby j oined with Cody on his yacht unt i l  the man was 

dead . For over a year he became a clam digger and a 

salmon fisher on Lake Superior that brought him food and 

bed . From Cody , Gatsby learned much ; for example that 

the main chance could he had if he was persi stent in 

looking for it . This education i s  put to pract ical use 

after the war when Gatsby needs to make a great amount 

o f  money . I t  i s  assoc iated with the beaut i ful and lovely 

girl , Daisy Fay in Louisvil le . 

In Louisvi lle , in 1917 . Gatsby met Daisy Fay , the 

· first nice girl he had ever known . I t  was five years ago 

when Jay Gatsby j oined the Army during the war and he 

l ived near Daisy .. s house . He was very attracted to her . 

Daisy van ished into her rich house . Meanwhi le Gatsby had 

to go abroad for the war and he was not able to return 

from the war in t ime to marry her . When Gatsby went 

abroad , Daisy had already married to someone e l se . 
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Gatsby learns that Daisy got married to a wealthy 

man because she wanted the man� s richness , no t because 

of she really loved him . To win Daisy back � Gatsby has 

to buy her . Gatsby wants to exceed the we'il°l th of Daisy �  s 

husband . 

Jay Gatsby is materialist ic . He has spent years 

to bui ld up his personal ity and to find much money so 

that he can win Daisy back . His who le l i fe is devoted to 

the fulfil lment of having Dai sy and the means to create 

his goal is materiali sm .  Jay Gatsby has vision that he 

can get back Daisy , a beautiful and lovely girl with 

money . 

Jay Gatsby i s  the man who through r ichness wants 

to get the top girl . He appears at the rich host of New 

York . Jay Gatsby has a luxurious house , a mansion at 

West Egg . His mansion is located just across Daisy � s  

house . His mansion i s  l ike a factual imitat ion of some 

Hotel de Ville on Normandy . For Gatsby , this kind of 

mansion sounds very expensive and great . He intends to 

have a reunion with Daisy , a reunion which wi l l  impress 

Dai sy with " Gatsby� s r ichness " at his mansion . It i s  

evident that Gatsby bought a luxur ious house to impress 
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Daisy . it  can b e  proved from t he q u otat ion below . 

" I  want you and Daisy �o come over to 
Gatsby demands . " See how the who le 
catching the l ight . I agree that it i s  
" T hat huge palace there ? " Daisy cr ies 
you l ike it ? " . "I love it , bu t . : . . . .  " 

my house , 
front of it 
sp lend id " . 

p o i n t i.ng . Do 
( p . 8 1 ) . 

Gatsby shows Daisy around h i s  man s ion which he 
' 

purchased on ly for her . Gatsby wan ts to show h i s  

luxu r ious things of his man s i on and its furn ishings t hat 

are fu l l  of glamou r . On upstairs he shows off per i od bed 

r ooms swathed in rose and lavender s i l k  and. v ivid w i th 

new f l owers . There are also poo l r ooms and bath rooms 

with sunken bat hs . A lso , in his bed-room .Gatsby. shows 

off h i s  lush ward robe and any other beau t ifu l things 

suc h  as a p i le shirts of sheers l in en , thick s i l k ,  and 

f in e  f lann e l  things . Daisy is impressed by the huge 

hou s e  of Gatsby . Gatsby goes on to boast that he is 

a lways accompan ied by c e lebrated peop l e  all the day . The 

peop l e  who come to his man s ion a lways d o  the interest

ing things such as having a large party . 

Jay Gatsby is an osten tatiou s  person . H i s  l ife is 

·accompan i ed by g lamourous things , the mode rn soc i ety way 

of l ife which is be ing ide a l ized . Such luxur ious i tems 

as man s ion , Rol ls Royce , motor boats , pr ivate beaches , 

swimming - pools , aqu a  p lanes are certain ly the 

symbo ls of wealth . J ay Gatsby ' s  car exhib ites h i s  

g l amou rous way of l ife . T h e  g l itter o f  t he c a r  i s  
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e x ac t l y  � he same as the w h i te pa l aces o f  East EQg , t he 

. c l ass that Jay Gatsby wan ts to be l on g  ( Oa i sy �s house i s  

a t  Eas t  Egg ) . I n  h i s  mans i on i s  o f ten he l d  l a rge pa r t ies 

w hi c h  a re a t tended by t he r i c h  peop l e  a round h i m . The 

p i c ture o f  J ay g a ts by ' s mans ion i s  f u l l o f  beau t i f u l  

peop l e  and c hampagne . He a l so c a l l s  t he j az z  orc hestra 

to acc ompany his marve l l ous party . At the pa r t y , J ay 

Gatsby serves h i s  guests t o  d o  d iv i n g  o r  tak i n g  the sun 

on �he sand of his p r i v a te beac h .  A l so ,  Gatsby a s k s  his 

guests to d o  boa t i n g  by using his mot o r  boats , and t he 

mos t i n teres t i n g  t h i n g  to do a t  h i s  house i s  d rawing 

aqua p l anes . H i s  Roo l s  Royce i s  p re pa red f o r  h i s  

guests ' vehic l e .  J a y  Ga tsby tries t o  become a g ood host . 

Bu t beh i n d  his hosp i ta l i ty ,  he ac tua l l y  wan ts to s how 

o f f  h i s  r i c hness to h i s  guests . For Gatsby , the p a r ty is 

as t he mean s to e x hi bi te h i s  r i c hness . The guests w i l l  

see Gatsby ' s man s i on , w i t h  i ts enormouse g a rd en . The 

g a rden is decorated by t he Chr i s tmas t ree that m a k es h i s  

man s i on l ook more beau t i f u l . T he guests w i l l  a l so see 

h i s  p r i v a te beac hes , motor-boats , d rawing aquap l anes , 

Ro l l s  Royc e i f  on l y  they c ome to Gats by ' s  house . 

" Ni c k says , " T here i s  a mus i c  f rom my n e i g h bou r ' s  
house t hrou g h  t he summer n i g h t  pa r t i es . I n  h i s  b l ue 
g a rdens men and g i r l s  c ome and g o  l i k e  moths among 
the whispe r i n g s  and t he c hampagne . " By· seven o ' c l oc k  
t he o r c hestra has a r r i ved . I n  the ma i n  ha l l  a ba r 
w i t h  a rea l  brass s toc ked w i th g i n s  � and l iquors " 
( pp . 39 - 40 ) .  

. ·  

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI THE AMERICAN SOCIETY... NATARIMA NUGRAHENI



5 1  

Gatsby d isp l ays his wea l t h  to D a isy inten t iona l ly 

so as t o  make her attracted to him . Gatsby is wear ing a 

white f lanne l  su i t , s i lver shirt , and a gold c o l or t i e  

when h e  meets Daisy for the f irst t ime af ter h e  last saw 

her f ive years ago . H is dress invar iab ly. touches the 
� 

luxury . Here , s i lver and gold for Gatsby are t he co lors 

of wea lt h . 

Another th.ing t hat · proves Jay gatsby is osten

tat ious is when he boasts by g iving Nick his cheap 

magaz ine vers ion of his l ife so a� to get a recogn i t ion 

from others that he i s  a we l l -t o-do man and an 

honourab l e  fam i ly d e sc end�n t . He says that he was 

brought up in America and edu cated at a famous and 

reputab l e  un iversity , Oxford . H i s  fam i ly - a l l  went to 

Oxford too . However , his fam i ly were a l l  a lready dead . 

Jay Gatsby cont inues . hi s  b oast that before 'he l ives at 

West Bgg , he l ived l ike a young maha raj ah in a l l  the 

cap it a l s  o f  Europe such as Par is , Ven ice , Rome , etc . H e  

l iked also c o l l e c t ing j ewel s ,  chiefly rubies , hunt ing 

big game , and paint ing . 

As he says to N i ck :  

" I  am the son of some wealthy fam i ly in the M idd l e  
West , · a l l  dead n ow .  I was ed ucated at Oxford . After 
t hat I l ived l ike a young raj ah in a l l  the cap i ta l s  
of Europe . . . . . •  ( pp .  65-66 ) .  

Jay Gatsby ' s  pecu l iar character i s  h i s  potency to 

d ream . Jay Gatsby i s  pers isten t  to have Daisy back . 
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Gatsby ' s  i l l usory v i s i on is that he can g e t  Da isy bac k , 

h i s  l ove t h a t  ever had i n  the pas t . Da i sy ' s  beauty c an 

never separa ted f rom Ga t s by ' s  d ream . Ga tsby ' s  who l e  l i fe 

i s  obses·sed to the f u l f i l l me n t  o f  a roman t i c  d r eam he 

. c rea tes at a very ear l y  ag e .  H i s  person a l v i s i on i s  

ba5ed o n  t he i l l usory be l i e f  t h a t  t i me c an be re pea ted . 

He can n o t  run away , he has g o t  to ·nave Daisy bac k . He 

wan t s  t o  l i ve the pas t over again . Ac tua l l y ,  i t  i s  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  Ga tsby to w i n  the r i c h  g i r l  h e  had f a l l en 

in l ove w i t h  f i ve years a g o . A l t houg h f i ve years ago 

Da i sy f e l l i n  l ove w i t h  h i m  too , every t h i n g  has c hanged 

now .  I t  is on l y  a d ream and h i s  d ream seems so c l ose 

that he f a i ls t o  g rasp i t .  He d oes not know that it was 

a l ready behind h i m . He i m a g i nes t ha t  he mus t  rea l i ze h i s  

d ream be f ore h i s  momen t o f  d ea t h . 

" I  wou l dn ' t  ask too muc h o f  · her " , N i c k  ven t i res . " You 
c an ' t  repea t t he pas t � "  

Ga tsby " Can ' t  repeat t he past ? " , 
inc redu l ouse l y .  " Why o f  c ourse you c an ! " .  

c ries 

Ga tsby l oo k s  a roun d  h i m  wi l d l y  as i f  t he past 
l u r k ing hara • • • • • •  " I am g o i n g  to f i M  every t h i n g  
J us t  t he w a y  i t  w a s  before • • • • • • • •  " ( p . 1 1 1 )  

Gatsby i s  a man who has an a f f a i r  w i t h  a married 

woman . Wha t Ga tsby demand s  o f  Da i sy is that s he shou l d  

go to her hus band , Tom and say i n  a l l s i n c erety t ha t  s he 

never l oves h i m  but s he rea l l y  l oves Gatsby . He does n o t  

c a re o f  D a i sy ' s  posi ti on a s  a marri ed woman . Gats by 

imag i n es t h a t  soon or l a te Daisy must g e t  d i vorce f ro m  
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her hu sband and after Daisy is free from . her husband , 

Gatsby dec ides that he w i l l  take her back to Lou isvi l le 

as if it  were f ive years ago although n ow she has 

already got a c h i ld . 

" H e  wants nothing less o f  Da isy t hat she shou ld go 
to Tom and says I n ever love you " . After she i s  
free , they a r e  to go back to Lousvi l le "  ( p . 111 ) 

Gatsby ' s  taste i s  vu lgar . I n  con trast to the 

grace of Daisy ' s  wor ld , Gatsby ' s  fantas t i c - mans i on , h i s  

incred i b l e  car , his absu rd c lothes , his spee�h a l l  

appear lud i crous . Gatsby ' s  taste i n  l anguage i s  vu lgar 
' 

. 

l ike h i s  taste in cars o r  c l othes . When he t a l ks about 

his f ee l ing to N iok , the words he uses are c heap and 

vu lgar sty l e . In bu i ld ing h i s  person a l i ty to f it her , 

in acqua i r ing the Oxford accen t ,  in earn ing h is amoun t 

of wea l t h ,  he i s  consc ious that a l l  done · for D aisy ' s  

sake . Bu t the k ind of wealthy wor ld Gatsby creates for 

Daisy ' s  sake i s  n ot the k ind of wealthy · wor ld Daisy 

wan ts . Tom sneers when Gatsby wears a p in k  .su it . I n  Tom 

and Daisy ' s  wor ld , that is j u s t  about the most vu lgar 

thing . When Gatsby appears at N ick ' s  house for the 

reun ion with Daisy ,  he i s  wear ing a white f l ann e l  su i t , 

s i 1 ver. s hirts and go ld-co lored t i e  that l ooks 

ostentat i ous . Al though he asp ires to Daisy ·� wor ld , he 

cann ' t  reach i t . N i ck Car r away comment s  

exp l i c it ely on t h e  way Gatsby talks and on t he 
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d i f f ic u l t i es he himse l f e x pe r i en c es i n  f i n d i n g  words for 

what Ga t s by is trying to say : 

" I  am l oo k i n g  at an e l egan t young roug hnec k a year 
or two ove r thi r ty , w hose e l aborate f orma l i ty o f  
s peec h j us t  m i ssed being a bsurd • Some t i me bef ore 
he i n t roduces himse l f I ' d got a s t rong i mpress i on 
t h a t  he is p i c k i n g  h i s  words w i th c a re� ( p . 48 ) . 

Ga tsby i s  a boo t l eg g e r . Gatsby i s  t he k i nd o f  

c harac ter who i f  he wan ts some t h i n g  bad l y  enoug h ,  w i l l  

· do an y t h i n ;  i n  o rder t o  ; e t  i t .  Gats by , i n  order to w i n  

t he d ream of l ove , t r i es to c a t c h  Da i sy , h i s  l ove w i t h  

mater i a l i s t i c  te rms a l t houg h h e  has to do some t h i n g  

i l l eg a l . H e  f orces h i mse l f  t o  b e  eno rmous l y  r i c h . He 

d oe� n o t  c a re whether t he money he gets i � : l eg a l  or not . 

The i m portant t h i n g  i s  he has to be r i c h .  The mystery of 

Gatsby ' s  sudden r i se to g re a t  wea l t h revea l ed that he 

and Wo l fs he i m  a ppear to be bus iness p�r tners in 

boot l eg g i n g . Boo t l egg i n g  opera t i ons is an i l l eg a l 

busi ness that c an l ead t o  the way of wea l th i n  suc h a 

hurry . F rom boo t l eg g i n g  he gets a l ots o f  money that he 

n eeds t o  buy h i s  mans i on . So , i t  is o bv i ous tha t G a tsby 

in vo l ves i n  a corrupt bustn ess t ransac t i on as a resu l t  

o f  h i s  e f fort to w i n  Da i sy . 

J ay Ga tsby i s  a l i e r . He i s  re f e r i n g  to h i s  house 

- a hu; e  i mi t a t i on Normandy Hot• l de Vi l l e .  Ga t s by says 

that i t  too k him t h ree years to earn t he money to buy 

t he man s i on . I t  seems that Ga t s by t e l l s  a l i e to N i c k  to 
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cover his i l lega l bu s in ess . Gatsby ever said that he 

spent his t ime at Oxford in 1 8 1 8 . Du r ing h i s  t ime at 

Oxford he d idn ' t  e arn money . So , it is c lear that he 

c ou ld not possibly have had the mon ey to buy his man s i on 

before June 1 922 . In fact , he bought the mans ion before 

N ick oomes at West ' Bgg ( N i c k  comes at West Egg in the 

spr ing of 1922 ). Before he stud ied at Oxford , he j o in ed 

the W o r ld Ser ies o f  1 8 1 9  and dur ing h i s  invo lvemen t in 

the World Ser ies he cou ld not make a lot of mon ey ,  H is 

fr iend of gamb lers and crooks , is ab l e  to he lp Gatsby to 

the forturne he n eeds in such a hurry . I n  fact , almost 

a l l  the peop le at West Egg earn a l iving as 

bootleggers . Gatsby himse lf l ives at West Egg , a· p lace 

for the n ew ly r ic h . 

" . . . . .  some b ig bootl�gger ? "  
" I  d on ' t  hear it . I imagin e  it . A l o t  of these newly 
r ic h  peop le are j us t  b ig bo.o t l eggers , you know" 
( p . 109 ) 

Again , Jay Gatsby l i es by saying to anybody that. 

he run s  a d rug bus iness . I t  i s  imposs ible for Gatsby 

becomes so r ich sudden ly on ly runn ing a d rug bus iness . 

Drug bus in ess on ly g ives sma l l  c hange . I n  fact , Gatsby 

is s imp ly a vu lgar boo t l egger , the ass o c i ate of crooks 

gambl ing operator l ike M eyer W o lfsheim . Gatsby and Meyer 

Wolfshe im buy up a lot of s id e  street d rug stores in N ew 

York and in Chicago then se l l  grain a lcoho l over the 

coun ter . Gatsby has got so many stunts for the ir i l legal 

bus iness . 
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" W ho arw you any how ? break s  Tom . " I  �ave made a 
l i t t l e  inves t i g a t i on i n to your a f f a i r  • • • • • •  " . I p i c k  
h i m  ( Ga ts by ) f or a boo t l egger ( p . 1 34 ) . 

Ga tsby ' s  d ream to have Daisy by mate r i a l terms 

l eads him to t he d es t ruc t i ve l i f e ,  even i t . l eads Ga tsby 

to h i s  death . The p l an that he bui l ds to have a g re a t  

amoun t o f  mon ey i n ' suc h a hurry by invo l v i ng i n  an 

i l l eg a l  busi n ess seems to be n onsens i a l . At t he end , 

Ga tsby f a i l s  t o  have Da i sy a l t houg h he i s. a l ready r ic h . 

H i s  be l i e f  that money i s  eve r t h i n g  and the means to g e t  

happiness can never b e  rea l i z ed . I ron i c a l l y ,  D a i sy , t he 

g i r l  t ha t  Ga tsby defends and l oves so muc h c heats h i m  

. an d  c rea tes h i s  t rag i c  dea t h . 

I V. 2. 2. D a i sy , t he d reamed g i r l  

Daisy i s  N i c k ' s  d i s tan t c ousin and Tom ' s  wi f e .  

Daisy i s  a por t ra i t  o f  t he Amer i c an woman o f  her c l ass 

the Ame r i c an r i c h .  She is young , beau t i f u l , enc han t i n g , 

and wea l thy . S he i s  l i k e  an ac t ress . Her face i s  l ove l y  

wi t h  b r i g h t  t h i n g s  in i t ,  bri g ht eyes bu t s he i s  very 

wea k . She is a i m l ess� 

Daisy i s  t he g o l den g i r l  w hohas bec ome t he 

i n c arn a t i on o f  Ga ts by ' s  d ream . For Ga t s by , -she i s  l i k e  

t he whi te f l ower w i t h  t he g o l d en c en ter . Sh� dese rves t o · 

l i ve i n  a whi te pa l ace , the K i n g ' s  d au g h ter . Her voice 

i s  l i k e  money . I t  means t h a t  Gatsby sees Daisy as an 

embod i men t of t he g l amour of wea l th .  I n  Gatsby ' s eyes , 
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Da isy is inten s e ly d e s i r ab le both , as a woman and as a 

symbo l  of modern soc iety , That is why Gatsby bel ieves 

that through money he can attract Daisy whom he loves so 

much . For Gatsby , b ecom ing r ich w i l l  encourage and 

he ighten Daisy ' s  charm . J ay Gatsby has spen t years to 

bu ild up his personal i ty to f ind much money so that he 

can win Daisy bac k .  His who le l ife is d evoted in the 

fu l f i l lment of having Daisy and the mean s  to c reate h i s  

goal is money because h e  knows that D ai sy ' s  vo i ce i s  

fu l l  of money . 

" She ' s  aot an ind iscreet vo ice , " N ick remarks . " I t ' s  
fu l l  o f  • • • . . •  " N i ck hesitates . 
" H er vo ice i s  fu l l  of mon ey ,  " Gatsby s ays sudd en l y .  
( p .  120 ) 

Da isy is indeed a symbol of th� g l amour of 

weal th . Her taste is exc e l lent . She and het husband are 

really partners of estab l ished � ich p eop le and that is 

why she c an n ever l eave her husband and marry Gatsby . 
I 

Daisy can n ever l ive w i t h  a man on Gatsby ' s  soc i a l  

posit ion ( Gatsby ' s  taste is cheap ) , F o r  her husband , Tom 

Buchanan , Daisy is the sp i r i t  of weal th and of.fers a 

cont inual promise that s he nas· done gay , exit ing things 

but it is a false view . Her husband is not .rea l ly happy . 

w i t h  Daisy . He s t i l l  has some affairs with some other 

women , l ike Myr t le W i l s on . Daisy i s  too w�ak for h im . 

From the fact i t  c an be seen that Daisy ' s  husb and wan ts 

to have her on ly for p r id e , for t he symb o l  of weal th . H e  
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. wi l l  be proud i f  he i s  c on s i d e red by o t hers as a r i ch 

man and hav ing a beau t i f u l  w i f e . I n  the . d e p t h  o f  h i s  

hear t , h e  i s  n o t  happy . 

Da i sy i s  r i c h  and beau t i fu l  bu t she i s  n9t ha ppy . 

�he c an n o t  enj oy wha t her wea l t h c an g i ve her . A l t houg h 

she has a wea l thy : husband and her l i f e i s  a l ways 

a c compan ied by l ux u r i ou s  t h i ng s  she f ee l s  empty . 

Moreover , a f te r  k n ow i n g  that her husband has g o t  

m i s t ress . 

N i c k  says , " They a r e  n o t  happy ( Da i sy and Tom ) , and 
n ei t he r  o f  t hem • • • • • •  " ( p . 1 46 ) 

Da i sy i s  a s e l f-cen tered and c a re l ess woman . She 

has smas hed up thing and l e t o ther peop l e  c l ean up t he 

mess s he has made . Da i s y  runs d own Myr t l e  W i l son un t i l 

s he i s  d ead . D a i sy i s  very conf used and she p l an s  

some t h i n g  t h a t  makes Ga tsby su f f er . She con s p i res w i t h  

her husband t o  t e l l any body t ha t  i t  i s  Gatsby who i s  

respon s i b l e  f o r  Myrt l e  Wi l son dea t h . George Wi l son who 

is to l d  by Da i sy ' s  hus band that h i s  w i f e  i� k i l l ed by 

Gatsby gets angry and t hen s hoots Gatsby un t i l he i s  

dead . Dai sy who Gat sby d e f ends an� l oves s �  muc h 

ind i rec t l y  l eads to t he des truc t i on o f  Gatsby ' s  l i f e . 

S he never c a res o f  Gats by ' s f a te . A f te r  the death o f  

Gatsby s h e  l eaves t h e  town w i t h  her husban d · an d  d oes n o t  

c ome u p  a t  Gatsby ' s  f unera l .  
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I V. 2. 3. Tom Buchanan , the b rutal man 

Tom is Da isy ' s  husband . He is a footba l l  p l ayer . 

Tom r epresen t s  an estab l ished r ich person r H e  is r ich 

and ar istocrat i c . He comes from we l l  - t o  - d o  fam i ly of 

Chicago . Tom ' s  wea.J..th and h i s  aristocrat ic background 

are ind i cated by his white palace , his exce l lent oar , 

and his t ransportat i on of h i s  p o l o  pon ies . Another 

ind icat ion can be seen when the d ay before the wedd ing 

he gives Daisy a str ing of pear ls valued at three 

hundred and f ifty thousand d o l l ars . Tom is also Gatsby ' s  

r iva l . Gat sby wants to exceed the weal th of Tom ' s  

inhe r itan c e . Ind irectly , Tom S ives Gatsby mot ivat ion to 

get a great amount of money because Gatsby be l ieves that 

Daisy marr ies Tom in cons ide rat ion of Tom ' s  r ichness , 

n ot because o f  she real ly loves him . 

Tom lacks of human fee l ing and s e l f ish . He feels 

that he i s  r i ch and aristocrat ic , he has everything . 

Bes ides , Tom has got a very beau t i fu l  g i r l , Daisy who 

can be s hown o f f , For Tom , Daisy i s  t he sp i r i t  o f  wea l t h  

and offers a promise that she has d on e  gay , excit ing 

thigs . Tom is not rea l ly happy w ith Daisy . Daisy is not 

l ive ly and too weak for him . He s t i l l  has some affairs 

with other women , l i ke Myr t l e  W i lson . He somewhat fee ls 

more comfortab l e  w i th Myr t l e  W i l son than w �th Daisy . H e · 

never cares that he hurt� Daisy ' s  hear t . Tom has Daisy 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI THE AMERICAN SOCIETY... NATARIMA NUGRAHENI



60 

on l y  f o r  p r i d e , for th� symbo l of h i s  estab l i shed r i c h  

statu s . I n  t he depth o f  h i s  hea r t , h e  i s  n o t  happy . 

However ,  when Ga tsby t e l l s  h i m  t ha t  he wan ts to ma rry 

Daisy , Tom gets ang ry . He d oes not wan t to l ose D a i sy , 

he can n o t  see h i s  w i f e  has an a f f a i r  w i t h  someone e l se .  

Meanwhi l e ,  he h i m  se l f  has g o t  a f f a i rs w i t h  some women . 

Because he i s  worri ed t o  l ose Da i sy • .  Tom revea l s  the 

mystery o f  Gatsby ' s  sudden wea l th .  Tom te l l s  to any body 

that Gatsby ' s  wea l t h c omes f rom an i l l eg a l bus i n ess . 

Tom i s  s tron 9 and bru t a l . H i s  bruta l i ty can be 

seen when he has an a rg umen t w i t h h i s  my�t ress , Myr t l e  

W i l son . He l oses h i s  c on tr o l  and breaks down Myrt l e ' s  

n ose . Howeve� , h i s  s t ren g h t  is n eeded by D a i sy and i t  i s  

the reason why Da i sy can n o t  l eave Tom a n d  marry Gatsby . 

Tom is a c a r e l ess man . L i k e  Da i sy , he sma she5 u p  

t h i n g  a n d  l et s  o t her peo p l e c l ean u p  t he mess he has 

mad e .  He and Da i sy con s p i re t o  te l l  George W i l son that 

i t  is Ga t s by who �hou l d  be respon si b l e  wi t h  the dea th o f  

My r t l e  Wi l son .  T h e  fac t he d oes n o t  k now wha t 

happens , he does not k n ow the tru t h . He ma k es 

su f fer and d ie . 

rea l l y  

Ga t s by 

I V. a. 4. Meyer Wo l f sheim , t he g am b l er and the c rook 

Meyer Wo l sheim is a f r iend of gamb l er s  and c rook s  

who i s  a b l e  t o  he l p  Gats by t o  the f or tune he n eeds· i n  

suc h a hurry . 
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W olfsheim appears t o  b e  GatsQy · s  bus iness 

partner . He is a rackeeter . Bes id�s , W o l fshe im is also 

the .man who f ixed the Wor ld S e r i es of 1 9 1 9 . Gatsby is 

assoc iated with W o l fsheim in a bus iness w�y eve r s inoe he 

got ou t of the Army . 

He is also a s e l f i sh man . When he sees r ight 

away , Gatsby is a f ine appear ing , gen t leman ly young man 

and when Gatsby t e l ls him he is an Oxford , W o l fshe im 

kn ows he can u s e  Gatsby good . But when Gatsby is dead he 

does n o t  c ome to Gatsby ' s  fun eral because he does not 

need him anymore . 

I V. 3 The 1920 ' s  Ame r ican soc iety 

Soc iety is always changing , bu t in the 1 82 0 ' s  

social change seemed t o  b e  swi fter and more d rama t i c  

t han in p revious generat ion . Peop le were primar i ly 

interested in having fun and ignor ing more ser ious 

matters . The decad e  o f  the 1e2o · s ,  part iou lar ly in the 

Un ited States came c loser to having a sharp ly defined 

un iqueness than most recogn i zed periods . At this t ime 

there was a shift of power from Europe to Amer ica 

took p lace after the F irst World War . Ame r ican r i ch 

imerged as a d ist inct soc ial group . The i r  wea l th , 

that 

had 

drawn 

from the exp l o itat ion of the W est and indust r i a l izat ion 

of the country in the years made great c hanges . 
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I deal ism gave way to materialism .  Wealth , leisure 

were important only because they re lease the individual 

from material burdens . The only requirement for 

. admiss ion was money and the condition , for any member of 

the flock , - that he or she would be respectable . They 

be l ieved that money was the only thins to set happine ss . 
• 

They worshipped money . The pub l icits associated with the 

English business community turned out many pamphlets , 

sermons , and guidebooks which pointed out the way to 

wealth . The American wasted money more recklessly than 

anyone ever did before ; they spent more to less purpose . 

They had no sense of: re lat ive values , and they knew not 

what to do with their money when they got it , except to 

use it , to make more , or throw away . 

The young business men of the time were bitterly 
• 

determined to be successfu l  and much more than that , 

they had been taught to measure success , fai lure , and 

even virtue in monetary term . They . had learned in schoo l 

and Sunday school that virtue was rewarded with money 

and that the mistake was punished by the loss of money . 

I t  was apparent that the ir only problem was to earn lots 

of fast . The only princ iple of l i fe propagated among the 

young people is to set money and men were only esteemed 

according to what they were worth - that was the money 

they were possessed of . Almost every Sunda� the society 

columns o f  the New York news paper reporteq_ the myste-
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rious appearano� people had suddenly emerged from the . 

west with mi l lions do l lars . They spent money l ike water , 

having parties for Broadway celebritis who had never 

been heard of them before . 

The hedonistic impulses of the age gave birth to 

a new soc ial form , the cocktai l  party , where men and 

women met to drink ,' to fl i rt , to dance , to j azz and to 

gossip . The Jazz age , as the is2o · a  have been called , 

was a per iod of prosperity , opt imism , and good times 

that many expected to last forever . Going to speakeasy 

or night club became a fashionable th ins to do . I t  i s  

true that many people danced the Char.leston , made 

bathtub gin , but the pict�re of a whole nation going mad 

in pursuit . of pleasure was highly distor.ted . The 

constant search for excitement and amusement reflected 

the deep restlessness in American society . Mah Jong , 

crossword puzzles , maraton danc ing , and j azz music were 

popular for varying per iods in the 1s2o · s  as people 

rushed from one entertainment fad to another . The music 

and dances of the 1s2o · s  were popular , at least among 

the younger peopl e , were the fast and acrobatic 

Charleston and the Black Bottom . The popular ity of j azz , 

made famouse by Paul Whiteman and his orchestra , was 

another reflection of the demand for a faster tempo in 

entertainment . " Jazz . i t  up a bit" became· a common 

expression among you�g people . Short , above-the-knee 
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dresses for girls , necking part ies , and the frank 

discuss ion of sex were common pictures . 

The sudden wealth result was not a new civ i l i

zat ion , but ludicrous manners and vulgar taste which had 

been mimicked without be ing understood . Henry Adams , 

attempt ing to place the same problem in a wider perspec

t ive , be lieved that it was an aspect of the general 

American fai lure to understand the uses of wealth . They 

did not have sense of re lat ive values , and . they knew not 

what to do with the ir money when they got it , except use 

it to make more or throw away . 

Except for the short - l ived depression of 1921 

and 1922 , the decade
.

after World War I was unusual ly 

prosperous . Increased industrial effic iency , expanded 

product ion , high profits , near ly full employment , and a 

rising standard of l iving characterized those postwar 

years . The United States enj oyed one of its most 

. prosperous periods in hi story . More production and wider 

distribut ion of goods meant better l iving standards for 

mi ll ions of Americans . They had more automobiles , more 

househo ld conveniences , better housing , and more leisure 

than ever before . During the 1920 ' s  there was a rapid 

acce leration of the maj or trends already established in 

American bus iness and industry . These inc luded larger 

units of production , techno logical advances , mass output 

of goods , increased ! arbor effec iency , and improved 
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management practices . Scient ific management , and. 

industrial research which resulted in the · discovery of 

. improved techniques and new products . As a result of 

these changes , industrial productivity rose the 

real ities of hard time . 

The most important new industry was motor 

vehic les . Product ion of automobiles , t rucks , and buses 

nQt only provided and abundance of j obs and a market for 

numerous raw materials , but also created a who le group 

of related economic act ivities from road bui lding to 

service stations . B� 1929 the value of motor vehicles 

produced reached $ 5 . 3 bi l l ion , and the industry 

employed 447. 000 workers , or about 5 percent of all the · 

wage earners in manufacturing . Certain products , it was 

c laimed ,  would make people happy or healthy , gave them 

popularity or prestige . Packard advertised that " a  man 

is known by the car he keeps " .  By the 192o · s  the 

automobi l e  had become a di stinct part of the American 

way of l i fe . Many Americans were proud of the ir new 

prosperity and wanted to . show �t off . Easer to sot isfy , 

automobi le manufactures bui lt luxurious new mode l s , and 

auto advertisements urged prospective customers to 

· fulfi l l  " their desire to own the beet '' . No single thing 

had. a more profound effect on American society than the 

automob ile . "Why on earth do you need to study what " s  

changing this country?" asked one observer . " I  can te l l  
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you what - a  happening in Just four letters fi-U-T-0 ! " . The 

automobi le age had started before Wor ld War I ,  and by 

1920 the number of passenger cars registered in the 

United States had reached more than eight mi l l ion . 

However , the breakdown of moral standards 

happened to this decade . The increasing popularity of 

divorce , the affairs with married peopl e , the fragmenta

tion of the family , and the dec l ine of parental 

authority were common . It is true that they made money , 

drank too much and showed in the ir own behavior much of 

the violance and nervous instabil ity that had become a 

kind of national neurosis by the decade . Gins , l iquors , 

and any other alcoholic dr ink flew l ike water . The 

" experiment noble in purpose , "  as Henry Hoover cal led 

i t ,  achieved a number of soc ial ly de,s irable results . I t  

sharply reduced the nat ional consumpt ion o f  alcoho l .  But 

the "Prohib it ion Bureau " had only between 1, 500 and 

3 , 000 agents to control the i l l ic �t l iquor trade , and 

many of them were inefficient and corrupt . Private 

individuals bus ied them wer.e inefficient and corrupt .· 

Private individual s  busied themselves learning how to 

manufacture "bathtub gin" , fraudulent druggist prescrip

t ions for alcoho l were issued freely , and i l legal st i l l s  

and breweries sprang up everywhere . 

The American society had begun into the dark of 

" v io lence " ,  that were do ing i l legal business , murder ,  
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suic ide , and any other casual bruta lit ies . Smugg ling 

became a maJ or business , boot lesser was a househo ld 

word . It was caused by the condition that there were 

only few certain sroup of people who became rich . People 

were encouraged to be r ich although they never cared 

whether the money came from legal busine ss or not .  At 

that time cr ime was big business . Bootlegging , ·aftera l l  

was more o r  less acceptable business enterpri se s ince 

the hard t ime at the time . Chicago was known lea.a for 

its law enforcement than for its cr ime . Throughout the 

nat ion racketeers made Prohibit ion a bis business , and 

nowhere more successfu l ly than in Chicago . At the height 

of his power there , mobster Al Capone commanded 700 

henchmen and an empire that federal agents est imated to 

earn $ 105 . 000 . 000 during 1927 in proceeds from l iquor , 

gambling , brothe l s , and other rackets . Rival sangs 

struggled for the Chicago spoils , and gangland killings 

became common . A lso , the new robber barons found that 

the law often obstructed the ir ·proj ects , so they bought 

po lit ic ians whose power gave them a high degree of 

immunity . I ndirect ly , they contro l led the · pol ice , the 

publ ic prosecutors , many masistrates and j udges in the 

higher courts , a large number of admini strative 

offic ial s . They were the real lords of the largest 

wealthiest c ity in the United States . I t  was apparent 

that money was everything . Just ice could not be found 
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anymore . Judges ,  prosecutors , po l itic ians , and any other : 

posit ion in pub l ic whose power were· br ibed by those who 

had much money . 

Another significant development in the 1920 1 s  was 

the growth of urbanizat ion and its effect upon American 

l ife . The period deeper meaning can be found in the 

urban rural confl ict . Rural Amer icans attempted to pre

serve thei r  old ideal s  and values when they were be ing 

threatened by urban patterns of thought . and action . 

Although cit ies had been growing rapidly , the nation had 

remained predominantly rural . The American soc iety 1 s  

dream had been encouraged in the agrarian past that was 

no more . American soc iety be l ieved that they could get 

the success of l i fe in the bosom of the agrar ian they 

ever experienced in the past . However , it was 

impossible ; the thing had changed since the impact o f  
.,. 

Industrial Revo lut ion . America had been transformed by 

the onset of an overwhe lming process · of industrial iza-
• 

t ion . In other words , there was a change from the rural 

agr icultural past to the urban industrial future . 

. American soc iety cou ld not face the reality . 

There was a myth among them that they had to stress on 

agrar ian field if they wanted to get s�ccess . The ir 

dream , which gave the priority in agrarian field had to 

be c losed . They di.d not know that it was already behind 

h im and never got it back . I n  each instance Modernity 

. I  
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· ultimately triumphed over tradit ion . By the end of the 

decade 56 . 2  percent of the population was urban . Urbani

zat ion developed so swiftly that at the .' end of · the 

1920 - s  no more than 25 percent o f  Americans st i l l  

resided on farms . 

A l l  for all , it became evident that modern way of 

l i fe could lead to the destruct ion of the race of human 

beings . Hedonism which gave birth to a new soc ial form 

broke down moral standard . People made a lot of money to 

pursue the happiness . They l iked to have large parties , 

to dance , to enj oy j azz music , · and to. show off their 

r ichness for pride. . Unfortunately , they did not know 
• 

what to do with the ir money they got it , except used it 

to make more or throw away . The ir belief that money was 

the means to set happiness was a · false view . On the 

contrary , · materialism caused the lost of moral standard 

and unhappiness . The increasing popularity of d ivorce , 

the affairs with married people , the frasmentat ion o f  

the fami ly , and the addict ion o f  alcoho l ic drink . were 

common . Besides , emerged various violence such as 

boot legging , murder , suic ide , and any other casual 

brutalities . 
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After examining the nove l , The Great Gatsby and 

the 1s2o · s  Amer ican society , the writer finds that there 

are some s imilarities which give the character istics o f  

the characters i n  the nove l and the 1s2o · s  Amer ican 

society . 

First. of all , the writer focuses on "materialism" . 

Jay Gatsby is mater ial i st ic . For him , money i s  

everything . He be l ieves i n  monetary terms to get his 

whole d.esires and to pursue the happiness � In this case , 

he wants to set Daisy , a beautiful girl whom he loves so 
. . 

much through his richness . His who le life is devoted to 

the ful f i l lment of having Dai sy and the means to create 

his goa l  is money . Gatsby is so sure that money can 

he ighten his soc ial status ; he wi l l  be known and 

respected by people around him , included Dai sy if only 

he is r ich since his soc iety worships money too . 

Da isy Buchanan is also material istic . She marries Tom 

Buchanan , a very rich man . She and her husband are 

rea l ly partners of estab l ished rich . However ,  they are 

not happ i ly married . She knows that. her husband has some 

affairs with other women . Although she is not happy with 
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her husband , she can not break away from him . Daisy can 

never leave her husband because she needs her husband ' s  

r ichness . 

By the 1920 ' s ,  American soc iety gave way 

materialsm as its ideal ism . They bel ieved that money was 

the only thing to get happiness . The only requirement 

for admiss ion was money and the condit ion for any member 

of the flock , that he or she would be respectable . 

People had been taught to measure success , fai lure , and 

even virtue in monetary terms . Virtue was· rewarded with 

money and that the mistake was pun ished by the loss of 

money . I t  was apparent that the ir only prob lem was to 

earn lots of fast . Again , the only principle of l i fe 

taught among the young people was to get money and men 

were only esteemed according to what they had , that was 

the money . They spent more to · less purpose . The 

publicits associated with. the English business community 

turned out many pamphlets , sermons , and guide books 

which pointed out the way to the wealth . 

Secondly , Jay Gatsby as we l l  as the Amer ican 

soc iety of the 1920 ' s  are character ized by 

" ostentat ion" . 
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Jay Gatsby l ikes to show off his s lamourous 

things , the modern soc iety way of l ife which is being 

ideal ized . He exhibites his luxurious items such as 

mans ion , motor boats , pr ivate beaches , swimming - 'poo ls , 

aquaplanes and his Rol l s  - Royce to others . Car is the 

popular item for the symbol of wealth and it can give a 
. 

certain status for him . Gatsby · .also l ikes to make 

parties . According to him , the party i s  as the means to 

show off his richness . The quests wi l l  see Gatsby - a  

enormouse mansion , his private beaches , motor-boats ,  

drawing aquaplanes , and Rol ls - Royce if only they come 

to Gatsby - a  house to attend his parties . 
. 

Gatsby shows off his house to Daisy . He asks Dai sy 

to go to his house . Gatsby. displays his mans ion and its 

furnishings . In the nove l we can also see that Gatsby 

gives his cheap magazine · version o f  his l ive to N ick . He 

says that he i s  a we ll-to-do man and a honourable fami ly 

descendant . Before he lives in West Ess , he l ived like a 

young raj ah in a l l  the capitals of Europe . 

I n  the United States , the decade of the 1e20 - s  

was unusually prosperous . Increased industrial 

effic iency , high profit and rising standard of l iving 

characterized that postwar years . Americans were proud 

of the ir new prosper ity and they wanted ta show it off . 
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People tended to exh1b1te the wealth so as to heighten 

·the ir soc ial status . Certain products would �ake people 

happy and save them popu larity or prest ige . The most 

important new industry was motor vehic les . By the 1e2o · s  

the automobile had become a dist inct part of the 

American sooiety • s  way o f  l ife . "Man was known and 

respected by the car he kept " . Eager to sat isfy , 

automobi le manufactures built luxurious new mode ls , and 

auto advert isements urged prospect ive customers to 

fulfil l " the ir desire to own the best . No · single thins 

had a more profound effect on American soc iety than the 

automob i le . So , people competed for havins expensive 

cars and they showed off the ir cars for pride . 

Thi rdly , other simi larity can be seen as fol lows : 

Jay Gatsby l ikes to spend his t ime. by enjoying 

part ies , meeting ce lebritie s ,  dancing , l istening to j azz 

music , and setting drunk . He uses his· money recklessly . 

He himself often makes large parties . His guests come to 
! 

h is mansion to enj oy the ir week-ends . Gin , l iquor , 

champagne are a lways provided to serve his. guests . Jazz 

orchestra that appears to be fashionable music 

accompanies the glitter ing part ies . Besides , it is 

possible that the party can be a moment to. make affairs . 
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Jay Gatsby himsel f  has an affair with a married woman , 

Daisy . He does not care of Da isy - a  status as the wife of 

Tom . Gatsby urges Daisy to get divorce from her husband . 

I t  seems that Gatsby · has lost good moral standard . 

Also , Tom Buchanan , Daisy - a  husband iikes to make 

affairs with some women . He is unfaithful . � In the nove l 

we can see when he insists Gatsby to see his mistress , 

Myrtle Wi lson . He· somewhat fee ls more comfortable with 

Myrt le Wilson than with Dai sy . Tom has Daisy only for 

pride , for the symbo l of his estab l ished wealth . 

Meanwhile , Daisy who knows her husband affairs becomes 

unrestful . She often attends Gat sby - a  invitation to his 

part ies . At the party , Dai sy is Gatsby - a  lover . 

Dur ing the 1920 ' s  hedonistic impulses gave birth 

to a new social form . The Americans broke down moral 

standard . People were primari ly intere sted in having fun 

and ignoring more seriou� matters . They l iked having 

cocktai l  part ies , where men and women met to dr ink , to 

fl irt , to dance , to j azz and to gossip . The j azz age , as 

the 1920 ' s  have been called , was a period of prosper ity , 

optimism , and good times that many expected to last 

forever . Go ing to speakeasy or night c �ub became a 

fashionable thing to do . The constant search for 

exc itement and amusement reflected the deep rest lessness 
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in Amer ican soc iety . Maraton dancing , and j azz music 

were popular for varyins periods in the 1s2o · s  as people 

rushed from one e.nterta1nment fad to another . Many 

peogle danced the Cha�leston , made bathtub gin , but the 

picture of a who le nat ion soins mad in pursuit of 

pleasure was highly distorted . The j azz music and dances 

of the 1s2o · s  were popular , at least among the younger 

people . " Jazz it up a bit'' became a common expression 

among young people . Beside s , the 

of divorce , having affairs with 

increaslns popularity 

married peoP.le , the 

fragmentation of the fami ly were common pictures .  it is 

true that they showed their owns behaviour much of the 

nervous instabi l ity . 

Fourthl y ,  Jay Gatsby · s  profession as a bootlegger 

proves that he is a portrait of the American society of 

the 1e2o· s .  

Jay Gatsby , i n  order t o  win the dream of love , 

tries to catch Daisy with money although ·he has to do 

something il legal . He invo lves in a corrupt bus iness 

transaction , that is bootlegging because boot legging can 

lead to the way of wealth in such a hurry . The mystery of 

Gatsby • s  sudden r ise to great wealth revealed that he 

and Wolfaheim appear to be business partners . Wo lsheim 
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took Gatsby to do i l legal busines� eversince Gatsby got; 

out of the Army . Gatsby does not care whether the money 

comes from legal operation or not . The 

is he has to be rich . He buys up a lot 

important thing 

of side street 

drug stores in New York and in Chicago then se lls grain 

alcoho l over the counter . Meyer Wo lfshe im himsel f  is a 

gambler and a crook . When he sees right away Gatsby is a 

fine appearing , gentlemanly young man and when Gatsby 

tells him he is an Oxford , Wol fshe im knows he can use 

Gatsby good . 

Meanwhile , the history proves that the American 

society in the is2o · s  had begun into the dark of 

"violence " that were doins i l legal busi.ness , murder , 

suicide , and any other casual brutalities . I t  was caused 

by the condition that there were only few certain group 

of people who became r ich . People were encouraged to be 

r ich although they had to do something i l legal . At that 

t ime crime was big business . Boot legging , afterall was 

more or less acceptable business enterprise since the 

hard time at that decade . Chicago was known less for its 

law enforcement than for its cr ime . For boot legging , 

nowhere more successfu l ly than in Chicago . Throghout the 

nat ion racketeers made Prohibit ion a big business .  Rival 

gangs struggled for the Chicago spo i l s , and gangland 
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ki l l ings became common . They found that the law often 

obstructed their proj ect s , so they bought po l it ic ians 

whose power save them a high degree · o f immunity . 

Indirect ly , they control led the po l ice , the pub l ic 

prosecutors , many magi strates and judge s in the higher 

courts , a larse number of administrat ive offic ials . 

Fif�hly , the writer notices that Gatsby ' s  strong 

wi l l  to have his love he ever had in . the past i s  

parallel with the Amer ican soc iety ' s  desire to encourage 

the we lfare in the agrarian past that was no more . 

Gatsby ' s  personal vision is baaed on the be l ie f  
I • 

that t ime can be repeated .  He is very sure that he must 

succeed in getting back the girl he ever had five years 

ago . He wants to l ive the past over again . Gatsby does 

not real ize that it was a lready behind him . Daisy can 

never separated from Gatsby ' s dream . He imagine s that he 
. 

must realize his dream before his moment of death . I n  

fact , everythins has changed . Now h i s  love has sot a 

husband so that it is impossible for him to. review what 

he ever had in the past . 

Another significant deve lopment in the 1920 ' s  was 
. 

the growth of urbanizat ion and · 1ts effect upon American 

l ife . The period deeper meaning can be found in the 
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rural urban confl ict . ·The American dream had been 

encouraged in the agrar ian past that was no more . Rura l  

Americans attempted t o  preserve the ir old ideals and 

values when there was a threat from urban patterns of 

thoughts and actions . Althoush c ities had been srowins 

rapidly ,  the nation had remained predominant ly rural .  

The American society of the 1s20 - s  could not face the 

real ity . There was a myth among them that they had to 

stress on agrarian field if they wanted to get success . 

They bel iev�d that they could get the success of l ife in 

the bossom of the agrar ian they ever · experienced in the 

past . However , the thing had changed s ince the impact of 

Industrial Revo lut ion . America had been transformed by 

the onset of an overwhe lming process of 

industrialization . In other words , there was a change 

from the rural agr icultural past to the urban industrial 

future . 

Ul timately , the writer assumes that equally , 

Gatsby , Dai sy , Tom and the 1920 - s  American soc iety 

to create the happine ss by mater ialism .  

Jay 

fai l  

The only thins that Gatsby thinks o f  i s  how to 

find a great amount of money to fu lfi l his dream to have 

Daisy . He believes that he can do anything , .  included to 
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have a beaut i fu l  g ir l , Daisy i f  only he i s  r ich . 

Unfortunat e ly , his dream to have Daisy by mater ial i sm 

l eads h im to the destruct ive l i fe , not the happiness as 

he expects . At the end , Gatsby .fai l s  to have Da i sy 

a l though he i s  already r ich . H i s  be l ie f  that money i s  

everthing and the means t o  get happiness .can never be 

real ized . The p l an that he bui lds to make him r ich i n  

such a hurry b y  invo lv ing in an i l legal business seems 

to be nonsensi a l . I ronica l ly ,  Da i sy that he defends and 

loves so much cheats him and creates h i s  tragic death . 

Dai sy marries Tom Buchanan , the r ich man . Her l i fe 

i s  always accompanied by luxur ious things . She thinks 

that she can do anything as she aspires because of her 

husband r ichness . That is why she can ne�er leave or 

break away from her husband . In fact , they are not 

happ i ly married . She can no t enj oy what her wea l th can 

g ive her . She fee l s  empty after knowing that her husband 

has got mi stress . T6 escape from her empt iness , Dai sy 

make s an affai with Gatsby . She becomes a regu lar gue st 

for Gatsby - a  part ies . At the part ies she makes love w i th 

h im . She spends her n i ght by danc ing f l i rt ing with 

Gat sby . 

I t  became ev ident that the 1920 - s  Amer ican soc i e ty 

fa i l ed to get the happiness by material i sm .  The hedon i sm 
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wh ich gave bi rth to a new soc ial form broke down moral 

standard . People made a lot o f  money fast to f ind the 

happine ss . Unfortunate ly , they did not kndw what to do 

with the i r  money they got it , except used it to make 

more or throw away . They had no sense of re l at ive 

values . They l iked to make parties in where men and 

women me t to gossip ,, to dance , to enj o y  j azz music and 

to show o ff the ir r i chness for pr ide . 

Gin . l i quo r . champagne �l ew l ike water . The Amer ican ' s  

view to f ind pleasure by money was dreamy . I t  i s  true 

that many people danced , made bathtub gin , but the 

pic ture of a who l e  nation go ing mad in pursui t  o f  

pleasure was highly d i storted . The result , .hedon i sm and 

the modern way of l i fe l ed the destruct ion o f  human 

be ings . . Money destroyed the i r  personal l ives ; the 

increas ing 'popularity of divorce , the affairs with 

marr ied people , the fragmentat i on o f  the fami ly , the 

addict ion of a lcoho l i c  drink were c ommon . Beside s , 

emerged var ious vio lence such as boot legging , murder , 

sui c ide , and any other casual bruta l ities . Smuggl ing 

bec ame a maj or business , boot legger was a househo ld 

wor l d . 
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