
CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION 
� . 

F i n a l l y ,  the w r i ter mak es a c onc l u s i on o f  a l l 

t hat have been an � l ysed i � t he prev i ous c ha p ters , es pe­

c i a l l y  in the Chapter I V .  

L oo k i n g  i n to the ana l ys i s , i t  seems t h a t  

t he au thor ( Sc o t t  F i t z g e ra l d ) t r i ed to g rasp or l oo k  a t  

t he rea l i ty o f  t he Ame r i c an soc i e ty o f  t he 1 920 ' s  and 

t hen he d e p i c ted and s ha ped i t  i n to his nove l , T he Grea t 

G a t s b y . By an a l y s i n g  the c ha rac ter , the p l tit , and the 

se t t i n g , t he w r i ter n o t i ces t h a t  t he nove l i n d eed a 

por t ra i t  or ref l ec ti on o f  t he 1 920 ' s  Ame r i c an soc i e ty 

cons i d e r i n g  t ha t  t here are some s i m i l a r i t i es whi c h  g i ve 

t he c ha rac te r i s t i c s  of t he c ha r ac t e r s  i �  the nov9 1 

suc h as J ay Gatsby , Da i sy , Tom , Meyer Wo l f shei m , and t he 

Ame r i c an soc i e t y  o f  t he 1 920 ' s , Some proo fs c an be seen 

as f o l l ows : 

F i rs t l y ,  Ga tsby , Da i sy , Tom a s  we l l as t he Ameri c an 

soc i e ty d u r i n g  t he 1920 ' s  are ma ter i a l i s t i c . For t hem , 

money i s  every t h i n g . T hey be l i eve i n  mon e t a ry terms to 

g e t  h i s  w ho l e  desi res and to pu rsue t he 

Ga tsby wan t s  to g e t  D a i sy , a beau t i f u l  

l oves s o  muc h t h ro�gh h i s  r i c hness . H i s  

ha p p i n ess . J a y 

g i r l  w hom he 

who l e  l i f e i s  

d ev o ted t o  t he f u l f i l l men t o f  hav i n g Da i sy ·and t he means 
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t o  c r e a t e  g i s  goa l i s  money . Da i sy Bu c hanan i s  a l s o  

mater i a l i s t i c . S h e  mar r i e s  Tom Bu c han an , a very r i c h  man 

and she c an n o t  b r e a k  away f r o m  h i m  a l t hough t hey a r e  

n o t  happ i ly mar r i ed . D a i sy can n ever l e ave h e r  hu sband 

b e c a u s e  she n e ed s her hu sband · s  r i c hn e s s . 

By t he 1 s 2 o · s ,  t h e Ame r i c an s o c i e t y  gave way 

m a t e r i a l i�m as i t s  i d e a l i sm . T h e  on l y  r equ i r emen t f o r  

�dm i s s i on w a s  mon ey an d t he con d i t ion f o r  any member o f  

t h e  f l o c k , th at h e  o r  s he wou ld b e  r es p e c t ab l e . P eop l e  

had been taught t o  measu r e  su c c e s s , f a i l u r e , and even 

v i r tue in mon e t ary t e rms . T h e i r  on ly p r ob lem was t o  earn 

l o t s  of fast . 

S e cond l y , J ay Gat sby and t he Ame r i can s o c i e ty are 

o s t e n t a t i ou s . J ay Gatsby l i k es to s h ow o f f  h i s  

g l amou r ou s  t h ings , t h e  m od e rn s o c i e ty way o f  l i f e  w h i c h  

i s  b e ing �d e a l i z ed f o r  p r i d e . H e  exh ib i t e s  h i s  l u xu r i ou s  

i t ems su c h  a s  man s ion , mo t o r  b o at s , p r ivate beaches , 

sw imm ing po o l s ,  aq u ap l an es and h i s  Roo l s - Royce t o  

o t he r s . C a r  i s  t h e  p opu l a r  i tem f o r  t h e  symb o l  o f  w e a l t h  

and i t  can g ive a c e r t a in s t a t u s  f o r  Gatsby . 

I n  t he Un i t ed S t a t e s , t h e  d e cad e  o f  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  

w a s  unu su a l l y p r o s p e r ou s . P e op l e  t end ed to exh i b i te t h e  

w e a l t h so as to h e ighten t he i r  

p r odu c t s  wou ld m a k e  p e op l e  

s o c i a l  

happy 

s t at u s . 

and gave 

C e r t a in 

them 
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popu l a r i t y or p r es t i g e . By t he 1 920 ' s  the au t omo b i l e  had 

bec ome a d i s t i n c t par t of t he Ame r i c an soc i � t y ' s  way o f  

l i f e . M a n  was k n own a n d  res pec ted b y  t he c a r  h e  k e p t . 

T h i rd l y ,  J a y  G a t s by l i k es t o  s pend h i s  t i me by 

en j oy i n g pa r t i es , mee t i n g  c e l e b r i t i es , d an c i n g , l i s te­

n i n g t o  j a z z  mus i c , and g e t t i n g  d ru n k . He uses h i s  mon ey 

rec k l ess l y . Bes i des , J a y G a ts b y  has an a f f a i r  w i t h  a 

ma r r i ed women , D a i sy . He d oes n o t  c a r e  o f  D a i sy ' s  s t a t u s  

a s  t he w i f e . o f Tom . T om , Da i sy hus b a n d  l i k e s  t o  ma k e  

a f f a i r s w i t h  some women . H e  somewha t f ee l s  more 

c om f o r t a b l e  w i t h  h i s  m i s t ress , My r t l e  W i l son t han w i t h  

h i s  own w i f e ,  D a i sy . H e  has Da i sy on l y  f o r  the symbo l o f  

h i s  e s t a b l i s hed r i c h .  M e a n w h i l e  , D a i sy w ho k n ows her 

hus b a n d ' s  a f f a i rs bec ome u n r e s t f u l . S he o f ten a t ten d s  

Ga t s by ' s  i n v i t a t i on t o  h i s  pa r t i es . A t  the pa r t i es 

D a i sy i s  G a t s by ' s  l ov e r . 

Mean w h i l e ,  d u r i ng t h e  1 920 ' s t he Amer i c a n s  b r o k e  

d own mo ra l s ta n d a rd . T hey l i ked hav i n g  c oc k t a i l p a r t i es , 

w h e r e  men a n d  women me t t o  d r i n k , t o  f l i r t , t o  d an c e ,  t o  

j a z z , a n d  t o  g os s i p . " J a z z  i t  u p  a b i t "  bec ame a c ommon 

e x p r ess i on among you n g  peop l e .  B e s i des , the i n c rea s i n g  

popu l a r i ty o f  d i vo r c e , hav i n Q  a f f a i r s w i t h  ma r r i ed 

peop l e ,  t he f rag men t a t i on o f  t he f am i l y  were c ommon 

p i c t u res . 

IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SKRIPSI THE AMERICAN SOCIETY... NATARIMA NUGRAHENI



.. 

84 

F ou r t h ly , J ay Gatsby ' s  p r o f es s i on as a b o o t l egge r  

p r oves t h a t  h e  i s  a p o r t r a i t  o f  t he Ame r i c an s o c i e ty o f  

the 1 9 2 0 ' s .  I n  ord e r  t o  w i n  t h e  d r e am o f  l ove , Gatsby 

t r i e s to c a t c h  Da i sy w i t h  mon ey a l though h e  has to d o  

som e t h i n g  i l l ega l . H e  invo lves in a � o r ru p t  bu s in e s s  

t r an s ac t i on , t hat i s  b o o t l egg i n g  b e c au s e  b o o t l egg ing can 

l e ad t o  t he way of w e a l t h  i n  su c h  a hu r ry . H ey e r  

W o l f s h e i m , a gamb l e r  and a c r o o k  t o o k  Gatsby t o  t h e  

i l l egal bu s i n e s s  eve r s in c e  Gatsby got ou t o f  t h e  Army . 

The Ame r i can s o c i e ty i n  t he 1 92 0 ' s  had b egu n i n t o  

t h e d a r k  o f "  v i o l en c e "  t h a t  w e r e  d o ing i l l ega l bu s in e ss , 

mu rd P r , s u i c i d e ,  and any o t h e r  casu a l  b ru t a l i t i e s . A t  

t h a t  t i m e  c r i m e  w a s  b ig b u s i n e s s . B o o t l egg ing , a f t e r a l l  

was m o r e  o r  l es s  accep tab l e  bus i n e s s  en t e rp r i s e  s in c e  

t h e  hard . t ime o f  t h at d e c ad e . 

F i f t h l y , Ga t sby ' s  s t r ong w i l l  t o  have h i s  l o ve he 

ever had in t h e  p a s t  i s  p a r a l l el w i t h  t h e  Ame r i can 

soc i ety ' s  d e s i r e  t o  en cou r age the we l f a r e  in t h e  

ag r a r i an p a s t  t h a t  was no m o r e . 

Ga t s by i s  very su r e  t h a t  h e  mu s t  s u c c e ed i n  

ge t t ing bac k t he g i r l  h e  ever h ad f ive y e a r s  ago . H e  

wan ts t o  r ep e at t he p a s t . H e  d o es n o t  r e l i z e  t h a t  i t  was 

a l re ady b e h ind h i m . Now , h i s  l ove has got a hu sband s o  

i t  i s  imposs i b l e  f o r . h i m  to r e v i ew what he e v e r  had i n  

t h e  pa st . 
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Ano t he r  s i g n i f i c an t  deve l o pmen t i n  t he 1 9 20 ' s Was 

t h e  g row t h  o f  u r b an i z a t i on and i ts e f f ec t  u pon Ame r i c an 

l i f e . R u r a l Ame r i c a ns a t te m p t ed t o  p reserve .the i r  o l d  

i de a l  and va l ues when t h e r e  w a s  a t hr e a t f rom u r ban 

p a t t e rn s  o f  t houg h t s ' and ac t i on s . T h e r e  was a m y t h  among 

t hem t h a t  t hey had to s t ress on ag ra r i an f i e l d  i f  t hey 

wan ted to g e t  su c c ess . T hey be l i eved t ha t  t hey c ou l d  g e t  

t he suc c e s s  o f  l i f e  i n  t h e  bossom
'

o f  the a g ra r i an t hey 

ever e x pe r i en c ed i n  t he pas t . T hey c o l d  not f a c e  the 

rea l i t y .  Howeve r ,  t he t h i n g  had c hanged , c o i n c i d i n g  w i t h  

the deve l o pmen t o f  i n d u s t r y . 

Even tua l l y ,  t he w r i t e r  a ssumes t h a t  a l l  J a y 

Ga t s b y , Da i sy , Tom and t h e  1 920 ' s Ame r i c a n  soc i e t y  f a i l 

to c r e a t e  the h a p p i n ess by m a t e r i a l i sm .  

T h e  on l y  t h i n g  t h a t  G a t s b y  t h i n k s  o f  i s  how t o  

f i n d  a g r e a t  amoun t o f  mon ey t o  f u l f i l  h i s  d ream t o  have 

Da i sy . He be l i eves t ha t he c an do a n y t h i n g . i n c l uded to 

have a b e au t i f u l g i r l , D a i sy i f  on l y  he i s  r i c h . Un f o r­

tun a te l y , h i s  d ream t o  have D a i s y  b y  m a t er i a l i sm l eads 

h i m  to t he d e s t ruc t i ve l i f e ,  not t he h a p p i n e s s  a s  he 

e x pec ts be f ore . Ga t s by f a i l s  to have Da i s y  a l t houg h he 

i s  a l ready r i c h . H i s  be l i e f  t h a t  money i s  eve r t h i n g  a n d  

t he m e a n s  to g e t  h a p p i n e s  c an never be r ea l i z ed . 

I ron i c a l l y ,  D a i sy t h a t  he d e f en d s  a n d  l ov es s o  muc h 

c he a t s  h i m  and c rea t es h i s  t ra g i c  d ea t h . D a i sy h e r  se l f  
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is not h appy w i t h  h e r  hu s b and , t he very r i c h  man . H e r  

l i f e  i s  a l ways acc ompan i ed b y  l u xu r i ou s  t h i ng s . H oweve r , 

s h e  can n o t en j oy w h a t  h e r  w e a l t h  c an g ive h e r . S h e  

f e e l s  empty af t e r  kn owing t ha t  h e r  husband h a s  g o t  

m i s t r es s . T o  escape f r om h e r  empt i n e s s , D a i sy m a k e s  an 

a f f a i r  w i t h  Gatsby . S h e  b e comes a r egu l a r  gu e s t  f o r  

Ga tsby ' s  p ar t i e s . A t  t he p a r t i e s  D a i s y  s p en d s  h e r  n ig h t  

by dan c i n g , f l i r t i ng w i t h  Gatsby . D a i s y  a n d  T o m  can n o t  

l i v e  i n  ha rmony b e cause t h ey d on ' t  enj oy wha t th e i r  

w e a l t h can g ive them . 

T h e  hed on i sm w h i c h  gave b i r t  t o  a n ew s o c i a l  f o r m  

b r o ke d own m or a l  s t and ard o f  t h e  Ame r i c a n s  i n  t he d e cad e  

o f  1 9 2 0 ' s .  T hey f a i l ed t o  g e t  t h e  happ i n e s s  by 

m a t e r i a l ism . P e op l e  made a lot o f  money fast t o  f i nd t he 

happ i n e s s . Un f o r t u n at e l y , t hey d id n o t  kn ow how t o  d o  

w i t h  t h e i r  money t hey got i t ,  except u sed i t  t o  make 

m o r e  o r  t h r ow away . I t  i s  t ru e  t ha t  many p e op l e  

mad e b a t h t u b  g in bu t t h e  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  w ho l e  

d an c ed , 

n a t i on 

go ing mad i n  p u r s u i t  o f  p l e asu r e  was h ig h l y  d i s t o r t ed . 

T h e  mod e rn way o f  l i f e  led t he d es t ru c t i on of human 

b e i n g s . The i n c r eas ing p opu l a r i ty of d ivo r c e , t he 

a f f a i r s w i t h  m ar r i ed p e op l e , t h e  f r agmen t a t i on o f  the 

f am i ly ,  t h e  add i c t ion o f  a l c o ho l i c d r in k were common ; 

b o o t l egg ing , mu rd e r , su i c i d e , an d any · o t he r  c asu a l  

b r u t a l i t i e s  came u p . 
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