
CHAPTER III 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE AUTHOR 

I I I . 1 .  S cott F itzgerald and h is person a l  l ife 

Fran c is Sco�t Key F i tzgerald . was born on ·Septem­

ber 24 , 1696 , in .st . Pau l , ·H innesota , the on ly son of an 

upper - midd le c lass , Catho l i c  fami ly . He was the on ly 

product of the un i on of · an unsucc�ssfu l bus inessman and 

a wea l t hy I r is h  immigrant's daughter . H is father was a 

kind ly southerner of vague ly ar istocrat i c l ineage who 

never quite managed to succeed in bus i n ess , moving his 

fam i ly f i rst t o  Buffa lo , New Yor k ,  then to Syracuse and 

back asa in to Buffal o , r eturn ing f in a l ly in 1 908 to St. 

Pau l without havina mad e  muc h  money . 

T he young Scott grew up in the 

environment that has been c haracter ized 

Sen te l l " . H is fam i ly had the trad it ions of 

kind of 

as "shabby 

the upper 

c lasses but not the f inan c i a l  secur ity to support those 

trad i t i ons , and whi l e  he associated with the c h i ldern of 

the r ich , he was aware that he was n ever who l ly a part 
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of thei r  society . Perhaps t his is t he basis of his 

lifelong d evotion to both material and social success; 

even as a boy he was d riven more than most chi ldren to 

try to estab lish hims e l f  by ath leti cs, person a l  

popu l arity, and u l timately literary expression . B y  1910 , 

in his second year at the St . Pau l Academy, he was 

pub lishing fiction in the scho o l  magazine� an activ i ty 

he was t o  cont inue at prep school and Prin ceton . He was 

always to b e  fascinated by the very r ich , and most of 

his stor ies con c ern the ir act ion . 

He return ed to the east to prep at the N ewman 

Academy , a C atho l ic school in N ew Jersey in 1911 . Here , 

Fitzgerald tried desperate ly hard to distinguish himself 

at athletics but found he was better suited to achieving 

success in literary .end eavors , pub lishing three stories 

in the N ewman N ews . He a lso went on excursions to New 

York City to see musical comedies and d eve loped an 

in terest in drama soon led to writing p l ays of his own . 

His d ramat ic efforts were r ewarded during the two 

summers before he went to P rinceton , when he saw his 

p lays su ccessfu l ly produced by a l ocal drama c lub . 
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W h i l e  F itzgerald ' s  l iterary efforts brought h im 

to recognit ion he so much des iied , his extracur r icu lar 

activities ru ined his grades , and in the winter of 1815 

he withdrew temporari ly from Princeton on the par t i a l  
. 

pretext of i l l  hea l t h . At this time his romance with a 

. flighty social ly gir l named Gin erva King had begun to 

d is integrat e , and he en tered a d iff icu l t  per iod of l i fe . 

He retu rned t o  Princeton in 1916 and -his jun ior year 

was marked by the terminat ion of the romance and a shift 

. in his l iterary interests toward more serious writ ing , 

part icu l ar ly poetry . 

By the t ime o f  his senior year the war had 

captured his imagination , and so he left Pr inceton for 

an army commiss ion as a second l ieutenant in November , 

18 17 . Fitzgerald was sent to A l abama and there he began 

h is f i rst nove l ,  or igin a l ly t i t led TheRoman t ic Ego ist , 

and met Ze lda S ayre . She was love ly , dar ing , and 

comp letely und isc i p l in ed , the dar l ing of a wea l t hy 

Alabama fam i ly . Fitz1erald wan ted to marry her 

immed iate ly,  but t hough she l oved him she was unwi l l ing 

to marry anyone who cou ld not support her . Therefore , 
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after his dis charge in Febru ary of 1919 F i tzgerald set 

out to earn his bride as a writer in New York City . 

He decided to return to St . Pau l ,  immuring 

himself in his room to rework the n ove l he had written 

in his army d ays . When Scribner ' s  accepted the n ove l for 

pub lication .in September of 1919 , Fitzgerald ' s  success 

was immediate and spectacu lar . Magazines began buying 

. his short stories as fast as he cou ld produce them , and 

in November Z e lda consented to be his wife . They were 

married in Apri l of 1921 , and by then he r e leased The 

Sid e of Paradise to be his second printing . I t  was a l l  

a fairy t a l e  come true; he had achieved almost instan t  

finan cia l  success and won the gir l. H e  became the 

"go ld en boy" of American letters, the gi fted young 

genius whose writings typified the n ew era in American 

history known as the: " Roaring Twenties" . 

Fitzgerald moved to in to a luxury apartmen t in 

New York City after Scribner pub lished a co l lection of 

his short stories tit led F l appers and P hi losophers . 

Apri l of 1922 marked the pub lication of Fitzge r a ld ' s  

. second n ovel , The Beau ti fu l and Dammed which detai led 
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the trasio d issipat i on of a youna man and woman . 

Meanwhi le he and Z e ld a  had taken a brief trip to Eu rop a ,  

and Ze ld a  had g iven b ir th t o  the ir daughter " Scott i e "  

short ly after they retu rned . The sales of the book , 

whioh'was more thoughtfu l in con ten t than the f irst 

nove l , proved d isapp o in t ing to F i  tzger.ald , who had 

borrowed mon ey to maintain h is lavish standard o f  

l iving , and desp ite a second c o l lect i on of short stor ies 

tit led Tales o f  the Jazz Age , he was having trouble 

meet ing expenses . I n  October o f  1922 he and Z e lda moved 

to Great Nec k ,  Lons I s l and , a commu n i ty that was a l ive 

with r iotous p ar t i es. H ere , F it zgerald began h is third 

and f inest n ove l The Great Gatsby in 1925 . The n ove l 

was ski l lfu l ly written , ·For f inan c ial support he was 

depend ing on t�e succes� of h is p lay The Vegetab le, or 

From Presiden t to Postman . 

In  the interven ing n ine years F itzgerald went 

into a state o f  l i terary ac l ipse , writ ing short stories 

and H o l lywood scenar ios ,  and wi tness ing the s kyrocket ing 

career of h is friend Ernest Ham ingway� H e  l ived 
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somet imes in Europe and other t imes in Ame� i c a1 and h is 

already c hron i c  dependen ce on a l coho l increased . 

F itzgerald came to be popu l ar ly regard ed as a l it erary 

has been whose career had ended with the twen t i es .  

W i th the added expense1 and S cott i e ' s  pr ivate 

sohool ing1 F itzgerald's f inan c i a l  ob l igat i ons increased . 

He cont inued w r i t ing stor ies1 but it was not unt i l  1934 

that Tender Is the N isht· was pub l ished . The publ ic 

react ion to the new nove l d isappo inted its au t hor1 who 

had been workina at it off and on for some seven years. 

Und er f inan c i a l  pressu re1 F itzgerald returned to 

H o l lywood in 1837 for his third try at wr. it ins movie 

scr ipts. H�s salary there enab led him to keep Z e lda and 

him pay some of the l arge persona l  d ebt .he had 

accumu lated . W h i l e  in H o l lywood he met a twen ty - e isht 

- year - o ld B r i t ish s i r! n amed She i la Graham , who had 

r isen from the London s lums to become a H o l lywood 

n ewspaper correspondent . She help·ed h im f ight h is 

alcohol ism and seems to have given him a good deal of 

support in his last �ears. 

Throughout his career1 he had bat t l ed chron ic 
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a lcoho l ism , and this strain had s l owed h is work and 

du l led h is enjoyment of life to a great exten t . The 

pressu re of overwork , p lus his troub les with liqu or , led 

to heart attack , and u l timat e ly to a second , fata l one 

in Dec.ember , 1840. 'ze lda lived on as inva l id and was 

burned to death in a sanitar ium fire in 1847 . 

At the t ime , F itzserald had been working on a 

nove l abou t H o l lywood peop l e , The Last Tycoon , and 

l ivina with a movie aoss ip co lumn ist ,  She i lah Graham . A 

Roman Catho l ic by b irth , the author felt the morai 

imposs i b i l ity of d ivorc ing the incurab ly i l l  Ze lda , and 

this worry cou ld . eas i ly have con tributed to h is 

prematur e  d e ath at the age of 44 . 

When he was d ied , he was an a lmost 

figure . When t he Modern L ibrary dropped 

Gatsby from its l ists in 1939 , not on e of 

forgotten 

The Great 

his books 

remained in p r in t .  Then a few critica l and apprec i ative 

essay began to appear , and in 1945 Edmund W i lson ed ited 

The Crack Up , a co l l ect ion o� au tob iograph ical 

essays , excerpts from P itzserald·s n otebooks , letters , 

and orit ioal commen tary by· other writers . In more recen t 
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years h is repu tat ion has been growing stead i ly, 
, 

espec i a l ly in the last decad e . Ear l ie r  there had been a 

t endency to ident i fy his wor ks with the p e r i od t hey 

character ized , whereas today , with the advantage of a 
• 

more d istant perspeo t ive have come to recogn i ze that 

F itzgerald used t he mate r i a ls of h is env i ronmen t to 

create l iterary works which have e arned a permanen t 

p lace in Ame r ic an l iterature. 

However ,  he is now cons idered ind ispensab l e  in 

American l iterature cou rses in co l l eges and un ivers i t ies 

across the cou ntry , for he p l ayed an unden�ab l e  role in 

the development of the nove l . 

III. 2. Scott F itzgerald , h is idea and h is t hought 

Scott F i t zgerald is. cons idered by others as a 

represen tat ive f igure o f  the age, It means that most of 

h is·works deal ing with the reai' cond it ion at the time he 

wrote his works. F l oyd said that one o f  the features of 

the works of Scott F itzserald is an awaren ess of the 

Amer ican histor i ca l  trad i tion . F loyd added that the 

exce l lence of his works is the b r i ll i ance to portrait 
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the Ame r i can soc i ety , espec ial ly in the 1920 ' s. 

Scott F itzgerald had aan imaginat ive sense of the 

exper ience of t he 1920 ' s ,  was indeed a wr iter so c l os e ly 

related to h is contemporary t ime . H is works reveals 

about the qua l i ty of h is � ime , the movement of attitude 

and feel inl in it . Whatever he was wr i t inS about and 

whatever his other' in terests in i t ,  he was always aware 

of what it sussested abou t h is t ime . 

The advan tage of suc h  h is imag in at ive grasp of 

l i fe is that i t  can look at a t ime and a p lace and see 

past the normat ive statistical formu l as. He was a man 

who experien ced t he idea , felt i t  a n ew and as i f  n o  one 

had ever experienced before , and felt i t  therefore 

who l ly in terms of the world he l ived in. By d o ing so , 

he d isp l ayed , u n in ten t i on a l l y ,  and as· the resu l t  o f  an 

inc ident that made his exper ience represen tat ive , one of 

the d is t ingu ishina characteristics of the Ameri can 

sensibil ity. For Scott F i tzgerald it was the 1920 's , the 

per i od aroused h is sense of l ife as n o  other c ould; it  

gave him images of you th and success; i t  provided 

s ituat i ons of soc i a l  and moral complex i ty and 

I 
.1 
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centra l i ty. It was a time favourab le to the arts in 
. 

Amer ica . 

Al l this has l ed many readers to take i t  tor 

gran ted that F itzgerald is the most comp letely rep re-
• 

sent at ive wr iter of Amer ica in the 1e2o·s. N o  writer 

con tains within hims e l f  the entire life of h is time . 
, 
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